JESUS tHE CHRIST

12/19/13

A Move by Move and Event by Event Account of The Life of Christ

(Arranged chronologically)

# | The move of Jesus Place Matthew | Mark Luke John
45 | Casts Out Money Changers Jerusalem 21:12-22 11:12-19; | 19:45-48 2:13-22
%&:‘1 /FL%I%-' fQ%‘ E‘i”’k Eﬁﬁ’;ﬁ/i\ 1120_26 [also in Move #9]
[also in Move #46]
Curses Fig Tree — Cleanses the Temple

1. Jesus Curses the Fig Tree (Monday morning)

Matthew 21:18-19

Mark 11:12-14

8 Now in the morning as he returned into the city, he

hungered.
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9 And when he saw a fig tree in the way, he came to
it, and found nothing thereon, but leaves only, and
said unto it, Let no fruit grow on thee henceforward
for ever. And presently the fig tree withered away.
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2And on the morrow, when they were come from

Bethany, he was hungry:
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3And seeing a fig tree afar off having leaves, he came,
if haply he might find any thing thereon: and when he
came to it, he found nothing but leaves; for the time

of figs was not yet.
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“And Jesus answered and said unto it, No man eat
fruit of thee hereafter for ever. And his disciples

heard it.
S O

-k,
S xR S R CE = X

L
S

oAt ke > BROgR AR T o

O M G OF
SR VR
$3 FAL R 3 E
£ Y i

ot R R G4y

4O R e

2. Jesus Cleanses the Temple

Matthew, Mark and Luke place the “Cleansing of the Temple” at the end of Jesus’ ministry

John put it at the beginning

Matthew 21:12-17 Mark 11:15-19

Luke 19:45-48

John 2:13-22

>And they come to
Jerusalem: and Jesus
went into the temple,
and began to cast out
them that sold and
bought in the temple,
and overthrew the tables
of the moneychangers,

2And Jesus went into the
temple of God, and cast
out all them that sold and
bought in the temple,
and overthrew the tables
of the moneychangers,
and the seats of them
that sold doves,
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“*And he went into the
temple, and began to cast
out them that sold

therein, and them that
bought;
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*8saying unto them, It is
written, My house is the
house of prayer: but ye
have made it a den of
thieves.

#oeoP oo

BAnd the Jews' passover
was at hand, and Jesus
went up to Jerusalem.
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Y“And found in the
temple those that sold
oxen and sheep and
doves, and the changers
of money sitting:
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is written, My house shall
be called the house of
prayer (isaiah 56:7); but ye
have made it a den of
thieves. (Jeremiah 7:11)
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And the blind and the
lame came to him in the
temple; and he healed
them.
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>And when the chief
priests and scribes saw
the wonderful things that
he did, and the children
crying in the temple, and
saying, Hosanna to the
son of David; they were
sore displeased,
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®And said unto him,
Hearest thou what these
say? And Jesus saith unto
them, Yea; have ye never
read, Out of the mouth of
babes and sucklings thou

hast perfected praise?
(Psalm 8:2)
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YAnd he left them, and
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®And would not suffer
that any man should
carry any vessel through
the temple.
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YAnd he taught, saying
unto them, Is it not
written, My house shall
be called of all nations
the house of prayer? but
ye have made it a den of
thieves.
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And the scribes and
chief priests heard it, and
sought how they might
destroy him: for they
feared him, because all
the people was
astonished at his

doctrine
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¥And when even was
come, he went out of the
city.
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*’And he taught daily in
the temple. But the chief
priests and the scribes
and the chief of the
people sought to destroy

him,
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*8And could not find what
they might do: for all the
people were very
attentive to hear him.
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>And when he had made
a scourge of small cords,
he drove them all out of
the temple, and the
sheep, and the oxen; and
poured out the changers'
money, and overthrew
the tables;
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®And said unto them
that sold doves, Take
these things hence; make
not my Father's house an
house of merchandise.

AW R
SR O O 2
2 2 B B AN Q m
By TR O§ e 2

YAnd his disciples
remembered that it was
written, The zeal of thine

house hath eaten me up.
(Psalm 69:9)
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¥Then answered the
Jews and said unto him,
What sign shewest thou
unto us, seeing that thou
doest these things?
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Jesus answered and
said unto them, Destroy
this temple, and in three
days | will raise it up.




went out of the city into
Bethany; and he lodged

there.
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°Then said the Jews,
Forty and six years was
this temple in building,
and wilt thou rear it up in
three days?
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2!But he spake of the
temple of his body.

PR gk i [V

_}W)”-E/‘E&ﬁr};i"

2Z\When therefore he was
risen from the dead, his
disciples remembered
that he had said this unto
them; and they believed
the scripture, and the
word which Jesus had
said.
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3. A Lesson Learned from the Fig Tree (Tuesday morning)

Matthew 21:20-22

Mark 11:20-26 [Move #46]

29 And when the disciples saw it, they marvelled,

saying, How soon is the fig tree withered away!
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21 Jesus answered and said unto them, Verily | say
unto you, If ye have faith, and doubt not, ye shall not
only do this which is done to the fig tree, but also if ye
shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and
be thou cast into the sea; it shall be done.
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20 And in the morning, as they passed by, they saw the
fig tree dried up from the roots.
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21 And Peter calling to remembrance saith unto him,
Master, behold, the fig tree which thou cursedst is
withered away.
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22 And Jesus answering saith unto them, Have faith in
God.




22 And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer,
believing, ye shall receive.
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2 For verily | say unto you, That whosoever shall say
unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou
cast into the sea; and shall not doubt in his heart, but
shall believe that those things which he saith shall
come to pass; he shall have whatsoever he saith.
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24 Therefore | say unto you, What things soever ye
desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them,
and ye shall have them.
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25 And when ye stand praying, forgive, if ye have
ought against any: that your Father also which is in
heaven may forgive you your trespasses.
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%6yt if ye do not forgive, neither will your Father
which is in heaven forgive your trespasses.
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Bible Teaching ¥ = ¥ #

CONNECTION

The Triumphal Entry of Jesus into the Holy City, and the tremendous demonstration on the part of the
people, had created a great stir. "The whole city was moved"(Mt. 21:10) by it. The Chief Priests and Pharisees
were making definite plans to take Jesus before the Passover week should come to an end, but had not yet
laid hands on Him, because they feared the people. They could not risk inciting the opposition of the throng
of worshippers that crowded the city at that time.

"The whole city was moved"

Matthew And when he was come into Jerusalem, all the city was moved, saying, Who is this?
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When the triumphant procession had ended at the temple, and the hosannas had ceased, Jesus
returned with His disciples to Bethany. In Zion, "City of Our God,"(Ps. 87:2,3) He had not where to lay His head,
so He trudged out through the gate and around the Mount at Olives, to the home of His friends Martha, Mary
and Lazarus, where apparently He lodged throughout the week, spending each day teaching in the temple.

"City of Our God"
Psalm The LorD loveth the gates of Zion more than all the dwellings of Jacob. Glorious things are
87:2,3 spoken of thee, O city of God. Selah.
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On the Monday morning He and His disciples returned to the City, and on the way He cursed the fig
tree and taught the disciples another lesson on faith and prayer, and also the hypocrisy of a mere profession.
When they reached the city they went into the temple, and finding His Father's House desecrated by the
traffic of the venders and money changers, He drove them all out, again demonstrating His authority and His
disregard for the opposition of the Pharisees.

Matthew does not distinguish between Monday and Tuesday mornings as Mark does. Mark gives the
lesson on faith on Tuesday morning, when they found the tree withered, and adds an injunction+ on
forgiveness.

There are two distinct incidents in this Move, and the teacher will decide how much time should be
given to each.

The question is here raised whether the incident of the cleansing of the temple is the same as that
recorded by John (ch. 2), or whether there were two similar incidents. (see Move 9) John places this event at the
beginning of Christ's ministry, on His first visit to Jerusalem. Matthew and Mark record it at the end of His
ministry, as given in this Move. John gives the more complete story, but the details given are identical, and
most scholars believe that the event occurred but once, but that one of the writers misplaced it in his order of
events. If this is correct, it would seem that it is most likely that this drastic action on the part of our Lord was
taken at the end of His ministry, after He had openly declared His authority, and announced His kingdom,
rather than at the beginning. In the meantime He had often observed the desecration of the temple, had
been stoned from its courts more than once, had wept over the city, and had seen the full extent of the
unbelief and hypocrisy of the Jewish leaders who were in charge of the temple. Also, after His triumphal entry
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His assumption of authority had been sanctioned by the populace, and they had hailed Him as their King. It is
here, therefore, that this event seems most fitting, when as Son of David, "He that cometh in the name of the
Lord,"(Mt. 21:9) He would not tolerate the pollution of His Father's House.

"come in the name of the Lord"

Matthew And the multitudes that went before, and that followed, cried, saying, Hosanna to the son of

21:9 David: Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord (psaim 118:25-26); Hosanna in the highest.

(Psalm 148:1)
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The people were astonished, and the scribes and Pharisees were infuriated and "sought how they
might destroy Him,"(Mk. 11:18) but they did not know what to do, because of His favor among the people.

"sought how they might destroy Him"

Mark And the scribes and chief priests heard it, and sought how they might destroy him: for they
11:18 feared him, because all the people was astonished at his doctrine.
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In the evening He and His disciples returned again to Bethany for the night.

DISCUSSION

Jesus was fully aware of the grave issues that were involved in the events that were to take place
during Passover week. Doubtless the great weight of the impending tragedy was already beginning to sink
down upon His heart. Very early on the Monday morning He and the disciples set forth to return to Jerusalem,
apparently without breakfast. Jesus may have spent much of the night in prayer to His Father. As they made
the journey from Bethany He was hungry. In the distance He saw a fig tree, and although it was early in the
season there were leaves on the tree, which would indicate that there was fruit, also, for the fig tree puts
forth her fruit before the leaves appear. He expected to find some ripe, lusciousijuicy) figs for His breakfast, but
when He reached the tree and searched among the abundance of leaves, He found no fruit. While the main
crop of figs was in the autumn, there was often an early crop in the spring. Travelers tell us these early figs are
frequently sold in Jerusalem at Easter time.

Jesus found "nothing but leaves,"(Mk. 11:13) and immediately He cursed the tree, saying: "Let no fruit
grow on thee forever."(Mt. 21:19) His disciples heard it, and they were amazed to see the tree at once begin
to wither away before their eyes. How awe-inspiring it must have been for them to constantly see everything
He touched or looked at respond to His power! In the face of this fact, it is difficult to understand their
unbelief and lack of faith.

"nothing but leaves"

Mark And seeing a fig tree afar off having leaves, he came, if haply he might find any thing thereon:

11:13 and when he came to it, he found nothing but leaves; for the time of figs was not yet.
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"let no fruit grow on thee"

Matthew And when he saw a fig tree in the way, he came to it, and found nothing thereon, but leaves
21:19 only, and said unto it, Let no fruit grow on thee henceforward for ever. And presently the fig
tree withered away.
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The cursing of the fig tree was a dramatized parable - the first and only miracle of judgment the Master
ever performed. Far from being an example of petty spite, as some have inferredsu, it is another proof of His
mercy and love. It was necessary to show the world that the same Arm which is so powerful to save, is equally
powerful to strike when the need arises. "Knowing, therefore, the terror of the Lord, we persuade men," said
Paul (2 Cor. 5:11). "It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God,"(Heb. 10:31) and yet David,
when given his choice, said, "Let us fall into the hands of the Lord, rather than men" (2 Sam. 24:14).

"the terror of the Lord"

2 Corinthians | Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we persuade men; but we are made manifest unto

5:11 God; and | trust also are made manifest in your consciences.
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"it is a fearful thing...

Hebrews It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.
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"fall into the hands of the Lord"

2 Samuel And David said unto Gad, | am in a great straits=s:: let us fall now into the hand of the Lorb; for
24:14 his mercies are great: and let me not fall into the hand of man.
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But such was the tenderness and gentleness of Jesus, that instead of striking a blow at man, He let it
fall upon the unconscious tree, which could not suffer pain. But the act was symbolic. It was only an example
of what He had found in Israel, of which the fig tree is usually a type. He had found a gorgeous display of
religious profession, an elaborate system of worship and observance of laws and ordinances, but it was of no
profit to God or man, for while making a great show before the world, it bore no real fruit - nothing but leaves.
He found the tree guilty of the same hypocrisy and pretence, and seized upon it as an opportunity to teach a
great lesson and warn His disciples against fruitlessness.

A Christian must bear fruit: if not, he fails of the Lord's purpose for him, which is that he should
manifest Christlike qualities of character and give his life in ministry to others. Fruit trees are expected to bear
fruit, and if not they shall be "hewn down," for "now the axe is laid unto the root of the trees" (Mt. 3:10; Lk.
3:9). But we can only bear fruit as we "abide in the Vine,"(Jn. 15:4) as Jesus later told His disciples (Jn. 15).
"Herein is My Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit."(Jn. 15:8) Paul also emphasized this when he prayed
that the Philippians might be "filled with the fruits of righteousness."(Phil. 1:11) Again and again he exhorted
his converts that they should not only give up the lusts of the flesh, but bear the fruits of the Spirit.

"hewn down" "the axe is laid unto the root ..."

Matthew 3:10 Luke 3:9

And now also the axe is laid unto the root of the And now also the axe is laid unto the root of the
trees: therefore every tree which bringeth not forth trees: every tree therefore which bringeth not forth
good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire.
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"abide in the vine"
John Abide in me, and | in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine;
15:4 no more can ye, except ye abide in me.
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"Herein is my Father glorified"
John Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples.
15:8 momod B xS+ 5“’\»‘?1&;,'?]& A R O A i‘&{ﬂﬁ?ﬁj{ﬁ o
"the fruits of righteousness"
Philippians | Being filled with the fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ, unto the glory and praise
1:11 of God.
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It is definitely stated that "the time of figs was not yet."(Mk. 11:13) It was before the season, and yet
Jesus expected fruit. It was because of the leaves! He had reason to expect something. The Lord has more
patience with immature or undeveloped experience, which has the promise of things to come, than He has
with a great show of "leaves," a mere profession of having accomplished something, without any real fruit.
Again we see that in the mind of Jesus hypocrisy is one of the worst of sins. The tree had all the evidences of
life, but it was barren. This was an object lesson that Jesus knew His disciples would be needing, and
doubtless they never saw a fig tree, living or dead, in after days, but they heard the words of Jesus in the
whispering of the leaves, and remembered His challenging lesson on faith: "Verily | say unto you, if ye have
faith, and doubt not . . . ye shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed . . . and it shall be done. And all
things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive."(Mt. 21:21,22; Mk. 11:23,24)

"the time of figs was not yet"

Mark And seeing a fig tree afar off having leaves, he came, if haply he might find any thing thereon:

11:13 and when he came to it, he found nothing but leaves; for the time of figs was not yet.
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"if ye have faith...say unto this mountain...ye shall receive"”

Matthew 21:21-22 Mark 11:23-24

Jesus answered and said unto them, Verily | say unto | For verily | say unto you, That whosoever shall say

you, If ye have faith, and doubt not, ye shall not only | unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou

do this which is done to the fig tree, but also if ye cast into the sea; and shall not doubt in his heart, but

shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and shall believe that those things which he saith shall

be thou cast into the sea; it shall be done. And all come to pass; he shall have whatsoever he saith.

things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye | Therefore | say unto you, What things soever ye

shall receive. desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them,

LIS R A - L A and ye shall have them.
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"Ye shall do," "ye shall say," and "ye shall ask." There is more here than simply praying, asking God to
do things for us. Jesus said "Ye shall do," and "If ye say, it shall be done." But the condition for all three is in
the "believing." (Mt. 21:21-22) Whether we do, or say, or pray, nothing will happen unless and until we
"believe." This is the great lesson that Christians need to learn. Many are willing to pray, and even spend
whole nights in prayer; but the results show that there has been no believing. "He could not do many mighty
works there because of unbelief."(Mt. 13:58)

"unbelief"
Matthew And he did not many mighty works there because of their unbelief.
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When the disciples exclaimed at the withering of the fig tree, Jesus did not explain the application of
His acted parable, but left it, as He often did His spoken parables, to suggest its own meanings and cause them
to think. One of the great difficulties is to get men to examine themselves and see where they stand in the
Christian life. Their minds are so filled with their own affairs, business, pleasure and social duties, that there is
no time for the things of God. Others are afraid to think, for fear of doubts. Jesus preached His truth in such
striking and original ways that men were compelled to think.

The cursing of the fig tree was an arrestings! «:14 4 example of this. Perhaps no other act in the
ministry of Jesus has been more criticized and misunderstood. It has been looked upon by some as an
outburst of anger against an innocent tree, which He expected to bear figs before the season had come. All
such interpretations show a very superficial knowledge of the record of His life, and a lack of insight into His
character as revealed there. Some acts, more than others, must be judged by the motives back of them and
the person performing them. We frequently miss the full meaning of the lessons Jesus intended to convey,
because we do not keep in mind the supreme purposes and objectives of His life's undertakings. He
constantly declared them: first in the synagogue at Nazareth (Lk. 4), and throughout His ministry, and He
never lost sight of them for a moment, even in His consideration for the needs of the multitudes around Him.
He "came not to destroy men's lives, but to save them"(Lk. 9:56); He was anointed to bring deliverance; "that
they might have Life, and have it more abundantly."(Jn. 10:10) But in order to fulfil His mission He must carry
out His Father's plans; He must first be true to God and to His kingdom. It is for this reason that His acts at
times seem almost harsh, to those whose vision cannot penetrate to the far reaches of God's eternal designs.
Both incidents in this Move are of that drasticyz:# type. They speak of the holiness and sovereignty of God,
Who requires all, because He has given all. Jesus always looked beyond the temporal things to the eternal
mysteries beyond. He drank everything to the dregs=:# and did not flee from any fact or thrust anything out
of His attention. He faced it, and faced it from His Father's standpoint. He "did nothing of Himself."(Jn. 5:19)
Another such incident was when He commended Peter for his confession of faith, and almost immediately
thereafter said to him, "Get thee behind me, Satan."(Mt. 16:23; Mk. 8:33)

"came not to destroy men's lives..."

Luke For the Son of man is not come to destroy men's lives, but to save them. And they went to
9:56 another village.
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“more abundantly”
John The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: | am come that they might
10:10 have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.
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"can do nothing of himself"

John Then answered Jesus and said unto them, Verily, verily, | say unto you, The Son can do nothing

5:19 of himself, but what he seeth the Father do: for what things soever he doeth, these also doeth
the Son likewise.
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"get thee behind me, Satan"

Matthew 16:23 Mark 8:33

But he turned, and said unto Peter, Get thee behind
me, Satan: thou art an offence unto me: for thou
savourest not the things that be of God, but those

But when he had turned about and looked on his
disciples, he rebuked Peter, saying, Get thee behind
me, Satan: for thou savourest not the things that be

that be of men. of God, but the things that be of men.
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It was the same fiery zeal for the glory of God, and His Father's House, that caused Him to grasp a
scourge of cords and drive out those who bought and sold in the temple. There has been much
misunderstanding about this action, also. Some have taken advantage of it as justification for the use of force
to stamp out evil, or to maintain their standards of righteousness, and so for war. This might afford a fruitful
discussion, but we must keep in mind that it was not the force of the cords that drove those men out of the
temple, but the condemnation that came to them in Jesus' clarion i:wc:» denunciation of their desecration
of God's house. Convicted by the truth of His words, they could not oppose them, and therefore fled. One
true man, standing for the truth and for the honor of God and the right, is more than a match for any gang of
ruffians .

The part of the temple where this scene occurred was likely the inner court directly in front of the
temple entrance, where the altar of burnt offerings was located. The traffic in animals for sacrifices and
offerings was a necessary one, according to the form of worship in that day; and as the people came to these
feasts from many different lands (Acts 2:9-11), with different monetary systems, there was need of money
changers to purchase and exchange foreign coins, for the payment of the temple tax required of all
worshippers, and the purchase of their offerings, had to be made in Jewish money. The pilgrims from afar
could not bring their sacrificial animals with them, and it was a real accommodation to the visiting
worshippers to be able to secure such requirements on the grounds. In fact, provision was made for that very
thing in certain adjacent temple courts. Connected to the temple was the bazaar+ #, which was open to the
street. But evidently competition became so keen that some of the more enthusiastic among the dealers
succeeded in securing permission to place their stalls within the court where the altar of burnt offerings is
located. This brought the altar and the sacrifices side by side, on the most sacred spot outside the temple
itself, for it is located where the worshippers came for their devotions. Of course no one but the priests ever
entered the temple proper; even Jesus Himself was never inside either of its two rooms - the Holy Place and
the Holy of Holies. The Holiest of All was only entered once a year, and by one man only - the High Priest. No
one but he ever saw the only piece of furniture in it - the Ark of the Covenant. Even in the days of the
Tabernacle, when this sacred piece was carried from place to place, it was covered (by helpers who moved in
backwards so that they themselves could not see it), before it was carried out into the presence of the
congregation, so that the only knowledge the people had of its appearance was that divulgedrevea)) to them by
the High Priest.
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people came from many different lands

Acts 2:9-11

Parthians(north-east of iran), and Medes, and Elamites(southwest of Iran), and the dwellers in Mesopotamia, and in
Judaea, and Cappadocia, in Pontus, and Asia, Phrygia, and Pamphylia, in Egypt, and in the parts of Libya about
Cyrene, and strangers of Rome, Jews and proselytes, Cretes and Arabians, we do hear them speak in our
tongues the wonderful works of God.
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What, then, was the reason for Jesus' condemnation, since the business carried on was necessary for
their worship? He had no desire to use force, which was not a part of His doctrine or practice. His was an act
of righteous indignation. His zeal for the house of worship and the holiness of God demanded
uncompromising action. When He heard those greedy vendors crying their waress s in the sacred court
where the devout came to worship, disturbing everyone but the priests at the altar who had likely received a
price for granting concessions to them, the whole scene was more than He could endure. As was His
invariable %+ custom, He based His procedure upon the Word of God. Looking round upon them all, with His
eyes flaming, He cried out, "It is written, My House shall be called a house of prayer, and ye have made it a
den of thieves" (Mt. 21:13; Mk. 11:17; Lk. 19:46; Jn. 2:16; Isa. 56:7, Jer. 7:11). And without further words He
strode in among them, turning over the tables of the money changers and the benches of those that sold
doves, brandishingsz His whip of cords, although it is not stated that He struck anyone. The cages were upset,
the doves flew away, the sheep and oxen scurried out of the place in droves, followed by their owners. He
took command, and no one dared to oppose. And the disciples remembered how it was written, "The zeal of
thine house hath eaten me up" (Jn. 2:17; Ps. 69:9).

"It is written..."

Matthew, Mark and Luke place the “Cleansing of the Temple” at the end of Jesus’ ministry John put it at the beginning

Matthew 21:13 Mark 11:17 Luke 19:46 John 2:16

And said unto them, It is
written, My house shall
be called the house of
prayer (isaiah 56:7); but ye
have made it a den of
thieves. (Jeremiah 7:11)
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And he taught, saying
unto them, Is it not
written, My house shall
be called of all nations
the house of prayer? but
ye have made it a den of
thieves.
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Saying unto them, It is
written, My house is the
house of prayer: but ye
have made it a den of
thieves.
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And said unto them that
sold doves, Take these
things hence; make not
my Father's house an
house of merchandise.
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“House of Prayer”

“Den of theives”

Isaiah 56:7

Jeremiah 7:11

Even them will | bring to my holy mountain, and make
them joyful in my house of prayer: their burnt
offerings and their sacrifices shall be accepted upon
mine altar; for mine house shall be called an house of

prayer for all people.
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Is this house, which is called by my name, become a
den of robbers in your eyes? Behold, even | have seen
it, saith the LORD.
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"The zeal of thine house"

John 2:17 Psalm 69:9

And his disciples remembered that it was written, The | For the zeal of thine house hath eaten me up; and the

zeal of thine house hath eaten me up. (psaim 69:9) reproaches of them that reproached thee are fallen

o P oMo R A x romFomor T A LR upon me.
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The first reason, then, for His condemnation, was that they had set aside the commandment of God.
He had said, "My House" - it was the very dwelling place of God, where He came down to meet with His
people - "shall be called a house of prayer." It was to be only for the holy exercises of prayer and worship, but
the religious leaders themselves, who were in charge of its holy precincts, had allowed a spirit of
commercialism and materialism to creep into the temple and destroy its very purpose. It is evident that they
had condoneds % the traffic, and perhaps sold concessions to the vendors, for there is no record that they
made any apology whatsoever for their presence in the inner court. They added no rebuke to the intruders;
their criticism was of Jesus, who sought to restore the House of God to its rightful purpose. Jesus had not
denounced the priests, yet they criticized Him and sought to put Him to death. No doubt they were
humiliated by the affronty » to their dignity by this young impostor, as they considered Him, for they knew
that the responsibility rested upon them for granting the concessions, and if they had taken money for it they
might also have feared a demand for redresss: .

The second reason for Jesus' fiery denunciation was that not only had they set aside the command of
God concerning His House, but they had "made it a den of thieves." Evidently they were thieving - demanding
extortionate profits from the people because of the convenience afforded them, and making a business of it.
It has been said that this traffic was controlled by Annas, the High Priest, and his family, and that they made as
much as forty thousand dollars a year from it.

The third cause of condemnation was that the spirit of true worship had been made well nigh
impossible by the noise and commotion caused by the vendors. The Jews performed their acts of worship in
the inner court, where the sacrifices were offered, and it was there that the stalls of the vendors and the
tables of the money changers had been set up. The Gentiles were only allowed to enter the outer courts, and
there the confusion was such that the pious Gentile would find it very difficult to carry out the object of his
journey to Jerusalem, to worship the true God, and would see little difference between the temple of God and
one of the bazaars of their own heathen gods. God had said that the Gentile, "the son of the stranger that
hath joined himself to the Lord," should not be separated from the people of God but should be allowed to
worship with them if he was willing to "take hold of the covenant," and that He would "give them a place
within His walls and a name better than of sons and daughters, an everlasting name; and that He would make
them joyful in His house of prayer, and accept their offerings; for Mine to use shall be called a house of prayer
for all people" (Isa. 56:3-7). God had intended that His temple should be a place so holy and so filled with His
Spirit that not only His people Israel should feel His presence there, but "all nations" would be compelled to
recognize its holiness and would come up to Jerusalem to worship in the "House of Prayer." This will be
fulfilled in the future kingdom when our Lord returns. (Isa. 25:6; Zech. 14:16-17)

Isaiah 56:3-7
* Neither let the son of the stranger, that hath joined himself to the LORD, speak, saying, The LorD hath utterly
separated me from his people: neither let the eunuch say, Behold, | am a dry tree.
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*For thus saith the LORD unto the eunuchs that keep my sabbaths, and choose the things that please me, and
take hold of my covenant;
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> Even unto them will | give in mine house and within my walls a place and a name better than of sons and of
daughters: | will give them an everlasting name, that shall not be cut off.
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® Also the sons of the stranger, that join themselves to the LORD, to serve him, and to love the name of

the LORD, to be his servants, every one that keepeth the sabbath from polluting it, and taketh hold of my
covenant;
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7 Even them will | bring to my holy mountain, and make them joyful in my house of prayer: their burnt
offerings and their sacrifices shall be accepted upon mine altar; for mine house shall be called an house of
prayer for all people.
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the future kingdom

Isaiah 25:6 Zechariah 14:16-17

And in this mountain shall the LorD of hosts make And it shall come to pass, that every one that is left of

unto all people a feast of fat things, a feast of wines all the nations which came against Jerusalem shall
on the lees, of fat things full of marrow, of wines on even go up from year to year to worship the King,

the lees well refined. the LORD of hosts, and to keep the feast of
el b FO# 2 P fe B 5o A e tabernacles. And it shall be, that whoso will not
El i‘i B A T BRR s AL g & come up of all the families of the earth unto

HEop b mop > KGR - Jerusalem to worship the King, the LorD of hosts,

even upon them shall be no rain.
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Jesus knew what the attitude of the chief priests would be, but He always looked beyond all temporal
considerations to the great purpose of God. First, He must be true to God and to His Kingdom; the true
worship of a holy God must be maintained in its purity, and that which hindered must be removed. Second,
He must be true to His own mission, as the One sent of God, regardless of consequences; true to the one great
purpose and goal of His life, which was the glory of God and the fulfilling of His Father's will. He never lost
sight of this.

This is indeed the goal for the Church of Jesus Christ today: that the house of God should be a "house of
prayer," a holy place known to all as the very dwelling place of God; a place of worship and praise, not of
sociability, pleasure, entertainment and money making. If Jesus should enter many of our churches today He
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would find much to grieve His heart, and doubtless He would wish to drive out those that desecrate His
Father's house. As He loved the temple, so He "loved the Church and gave Himself for it."(Eph. 5:25) Do we
overlook the primary purpose of the church? Do we go to church to meet God and worship Him, in spirit and
in truth, or just to meet our friends and have an enjoyable service?

“loved the church”

Ephesians Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it;
5:25 mpiE ke R F P L 3 o AT R R KGR

The need for more reverence in the house of God is one of the chief lessons in this incident. Many
things are done in the name of religion that detract from the atmosphere of prayer and reverence which
should always prevail in the place of worship. We need to go back to the days when our forefathers founded
our country. How reverently they gathered in the church! Not a word was spoken; every head was bowed in
prayer. Our reverence has been lost through too great familiarity with holy things. "Familiarity breeds
contemptizi." In those early days in New England everyone was compelled to go to church. We may feel that
this robs one of freedom, but it was far better than the condition today, when only about one-fourth of the
population of our land attends church. We have lost our sense of need for God and His divine worship. We
worship our money, our business, our pleasure, ourselves - anything but God. Jesus was always found in the
synagogue on the sabbath day. Worship and prayer always came first in His life. If this was true of the holy
Son of God, how much more is it needed in our lives!

After worship, ministry to others was always uppermost in the thought of Jesus. When He had
cleansed the temple, the blind and lame and sick came to Him there, and He healed them. Remembering the
great demonstration of the day before, and His triumphal entry into the city, the people continued to praise
Him. Even the children sang and chanted about Him, "Hosanna to the Son of David!" His praise filled the
temple. When the chief priests and scribes heard it, and saw the wonderful things He did, they were "sore
displeased," but it appears they made no attempt to stop it. They simply questioned Him: "Hearest thou what
these say?" They expected Him to stop it, but as always He had the appropriate answer for them. He was
never taken off guard, and He always rested upon the Word of God concerning Him: "Yea, have ye never read,
Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings Thou hast perfected praise?" (Mt. 21:15,16; Ps. 8:2) His critics were
always silenced by their own scriptures. This only increased their resentment and determination to destroy
Him, but they feared the people. Sentiment was still strong in His favor, as evidenced both by the songs and
praises of the children and by the fact that the people came to Him with their needs. They "were very
attentive to hear Him," and were astonished at His teaching, "and many believed."(Jn. 2:23) He had a power
that none of them could gainsayz:z. His enemies "could not find anything that they could do," (Lk. 19:48) and
again that day no man laid hands on Him.

"Out of the mouth of babes ...."

Matthew 21:15,16 Psalm 8:2

And when the chief priests and scribes saw the Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings hast thou
wonderful things that he did, and the children crying | ordained strength because of thine enemies, that

in the temple, and saying, Hosanna to the son of thou mightest still the enemy and the avenger.
David; they were sore displeased, And said unto him, | = 1 # * @ 5% & > # # & fo x o o v
Hearest thou what these say? And Jesus saith unto T T A U
them, Yea; have ye never read, Out of the mouth of %

babes and sucklings thou hast perfected praise?
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"many believed"

John
2:23

Now when he was in Jerusalem at the passover, in the feast day, many believed in his name,

when they saw the miracles which he did.
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"attentive" "could not find ..."

Luke
19:48

And could not find what they might do: for all the people were very attentive to hear him.
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According to John's gospel, the Jews asked for a sign, and Jesus said to them, "Destroy this temple, and

in three days |

will raise it up."(Jn. 2:19) This indicates that the cleansing of the temple was at the end of His

ministry, and not at the beginning as given in Move 9. The Jews did not believe, because they thought He
spoke of the temple, but he was speaking of "the temple of His body" (Jn. 2:21), and His sign was fulfilled

when He rose
He had said.

"Destroy this temple...

from the grave on the third day, as He had spoken. Then His disciples remembered the things

"

John Jesus answered and said unto them, Destroy this temple, and in three days | will raise it up.
2:19 ogkow ¥ TP 4T i RSN = op p & F 22 A ke

"the temple of His body"

John But he spake of the temple of his body.

2:21 e PGk T R AL M B g ¥ B L Bk o

Jesus did not remain in Jerusalem over night, but returned to Bethany where He lodged with His
friends and enjoyed a welcome and protection which were denied Him among the leaders of the House of God.
He returned to the City and "taught daily in the temple." (Lk. 19:47)

"taught daily"
Luke And he taught daily in the temple. But the chief priests and the scribes and the chief of the
19:47 people sought to destroy him,
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MEDITATION

Fruit trees are expected to bear fruit. This is their primary purpose. Their leaves may give shade, and
they may make a beautiful appearance, but their first duty is to bring forth fruit. So it is with the child of God.
Jesus said, "l have chosen you and ordained you that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit

should remain

."(Jn. 15:16) The Psalmist realized this when He likened the righteous man to "a tree planted by

the rivers of water, that bringeth forth its fruit in due season."(Ps. 1:3)

"I have chosen you"

John
15:16

Ye have not chosen me, but | have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring
forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my

name, he may give it you.
2OE_ R PR E A A RE R TSR L R E S R
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"a tree planted by the rivers of water"

Psalm And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his

1:3 season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.
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What does Jesus mean by the word "fruit"? The word includes all the fruits of the Spirit: love, joy,
peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance. It includes the keeping of the
commandments, the Sermon on the Mount, the Beatitudes. It includes all labors for the conversion of souls
and the blessing of mankind. It takes in all the graces of the Spirit on the one hand, and the activities of the
Christian life on the other: activities such as Jesus spoke of when He said, "Inasmuch as ye have done it unto
the least of these, ye have done it unto Me" (Mt. 25:40).

".. ye have done it unto one of the least ..."

Matthew And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily | say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done
25:40 it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.
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"He found nothing but leaves.” What would the result be if Jesus should come to you now, looking for
fruit in your life? Would He be disappointed? Would He find only a luxuriant® 5« growth of leaves, without
the fruit which should accompany them? The "leaves" show a public profession before the world. We may
have joined the church and declared that we belong to God; we may have all the outward forms of religion,
but is there the fruit of the Spirit, which is the evidence of real life? "Leaves only" is a tragedy in any life. If we
would be of benefit to God and others, we must have the fruit of the Spirit.

"Let no fruit grow on thee forever." How terrible to be cut off from service forever, because of a lost
opportunity, and to be left to wither away! Let us search our lives and not be satisfied with leaves. "The
branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the Vine."(Jn. 15:4)

“As the branch cannot bear furit of itself...”

John Abide in me, and | in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine;
15:4 no more can ye, except ye abide in me.
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"If ye have faith, and doubt not." \We must not only have faith to grow and flourish, but "doubt not"
(Mt. 21:21) when it comes to specific needs for ourselves and others.

"A House of Prayer for all nations." This is indeed the only remedy for all our ills, the only solution for
the world's problems, and the only way of salvation for the multitudes. But the Church has lost its true
function and failed in its divine mission, because it has ceased to be a "house of prayer." It is therefore
rejected by the world, and its message is not going out to all nations.

"Perfected praise" - without unbelief. The disciples always "marveled" at the things Jesus did, because

their faith in Him had not reached fulness. After Pentecost they were filled with boldness and the people
"marvelled" at them.
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‘From the GreeH: "doubt not" (Mt. 21:21) is graphic. To doubt means primarily "to separate," and here

"to be divided in one's mind, to hesitate," and thus "to doubt." When we doubt we are divided into two men:

one affirming, the other denying. "A double minded man is unstable in all his ways" (Jas. 1:6-8).

"A double minded man...."

James But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven
1:6-8 with the wind and tossed. For let not that man think that he shall receive any thing of the
Lord. A double minded man is unstable in all his ways.
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STUDY

Did Jesus curse the fig tree because He was angry that His hunger was not satisfied, or was it as a
lesson to the Twelve? Did He know there was no fruit before He reached the tree? Do you feel this curse was
justified, and if so how would you explain it? How do you connect this incident with the great subject of faith?
Was the power that withered the tree the same as that which restored the withered hand? (Move 18) Could
anyone actually move a mountain by faith? Have some men prayed all their lives for something and died

without getting it? Why? Can one believe and not receive?

Do you believe there were two cleansings of the temple or one? At the beginning or end of Jesus'
ministry? Do you think Jesus was angry? What was the real purpose in this action? Why is the church a
sacred place? Do you feel there is a proper spirit of reverence in our churches today? What do you consider

the most important reason for driving ont the money changers and vendors?
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REVIEW

Questions

Answers

1.

What day did Jesus return to Jerusalem?

Monday morning

. Who accompanied Him?

His disciples

. What great event had occurred the day before?

Jesus' triumphal Entry into Jerusalem

. What incident occurred on the journey from Bethany?

Jesus cursed the fig tree.

. Why was Jesus interested in the fig tree?

He was hungry and tried to find fruit from the fig tree having leaves.

. What season of the year was it?

Spring

. Was it the time for figs?

Not the main crop of figs, but the early crop.

. What appearance had the tree?

There were leaves on the tree

9. What did Jesus expect? Jesus expected to find some ripe, luscious figs.

10. What did He find? He found no fruit, only leaves.

11. What did He say and do? "Let no fruit grow on thee henceforward for ever"”. "No man eat fruit
of thee hereafter for ever."

12. What was the result? The fig tree dried up from the roots.

13. How soon did it occur? Right away

14. What did the disciples say? "How soon is the fig tree withered away!"

15. What did Jesus reply? "Verily | say unto you, If ye have faith, and doubt not, ye shall not only
do this which is done to the fig tree, but also if ye shall say unto this
mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; it shall be
done."

16. What lesson did He teach the disciples? He taught the disciples a lesson on faith and prayer, and also on the
hypocrisy of a mere profession.

17. What did He tell them they should be able to do? They would be able to move mountains, if they believed and did not
doubt.

18. What was the promise on prayer? "And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall
receive."

19. When they reached the city where did they go? They went to the Temple

20. What did they find there? They found the temple was desecrated by the traffic of the venders
and money changers.

21. What did Jesus do? He cast them all out of the Temple.
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22.

What did He say?

"It is written, My house shall be called the house of prayer; but ye
have made it a den of thieves."

23.

From what scriptures was He quoting?

Isaiah 56:7 and Jeremiah 7:11

24,

In which part of the temple were the money changers?

The inner court

25.

How was it used?

It was used to locate the altar of burnt offerings and the worshippers
came there for their devotions.

26.

What command had God given concerning His house?

It should be a house of prayers

27. Why did Jesus say it was a den of thieves? Because of the greedy vendors and the priests used the name of
religion to make a big personal gain in the house of God.

28. Who was responsible for the condition? The priests

29. Was it necessary to have money changers, and animals | Yes

for sale near the temple?

30.

Why?

According to the form of worship in that day, worshippers needed to
bring animals for sacrifice and pay a temple tax. Since people came
from many different lands, with different monetary systems, there
was a need of money changers and the sale of animals.

31.

Where did the worshippers come from?

They come from many different lands, i.e. Parthians (North-east of
Iran), Medes, and Elamites (southwest of Iran), Mesopotamia, Judaea,
Cappadocia, Pontus, Asia, Phrygia, Pamphylia, Egypt, Cyrene, Rome...
etc.

32.

What was the attitude of the people toward Jesus
when they met Him in the temple?

They were astonished at His doctrine.

33.

What did the children do?

The children cried in the temple saying "Hosanna to the son of
David".

34,

What did the priests say about it?

The priests were sore displeased and said to Jesus "Hearest thou
what these say?"

35.

What did Jesus answer?

Jesus saith unto them, "Yea; have ye never read, Out of the mouth of
babes and sucklings thou hast perfected praise?"

36.

From what scripture was He quoting?

Psalm 8:2

37. What else did Jesus do in the temple? He healed the blind and the lame that came to Him for healing in the
temple.

38. Did the leaders still wish to destroy Him? Yes

39. Did they make an attempt to take Him that day? No

40. Why? Because they feared the people. They could not risk inciting the
opposition of the throng of worshippers that crowded the city.
41. When they asked for a sign, what did Jesus tell them? Jesus said "Destroy this temple, and in three days | will raise it up."

42.

To what did He refer?

He is referring to the temple of His body.

43

. How long had it taken men to build the temple?

46 years
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44,

Does God expect the same reverence for His house
today?

Yes

45,

Name three reasons why Jesus denounced the
condition in the temple.

(1) They set aside the commandment of God (2) They demanded
extortionate profits from the people (3)The spirit of true worship had
been made well nigh impossible by the noise and commotion caused
by the vendors.

46.

What was His chief objective at all times?

To save people and bring deliverance.

47.

Did any Gentiles worship in the temple?

No, the Gentiles were only allowed to enter the outer courts.

48.

Did Jesus and His disciples remain in Jerusalem over
night?

No

49.

Where did they go?

They went back to Bethany.

50.

When did they return?

They returned to Jerusalem in the morning.

51.

What did Jesus do each day?

Jesus taught in the temple.

52.

Why was He permitted this privilege by the leaders,
when they hated Him and wished to put Him to death?

For all the people were very attentive to hear him.
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	From the Greek:  "doubt not" (Mt. 21:21) is graphic.  To doubt means primarily "to separate," and here "to be divided in one's mind, to hesitate," and thus "to doubt."  When we doubt we are divided into two men: one affirming, the other denying.  "A ...

