JESUS tHe CHRIST

10/11/12

THE TWENTY-EIGHTH MOVE OF JESUS

Feeds The Five Thousand

Matthew 14:1-23; Mark 6:14-46; Luke 9:7-17; John 6:1-15

THE DEATH OF JOHN THE BAPTIST

Matthew 14:1-12

Mark 6:14-29

Luke 9:7-9

At that time Herod the tetrarch

heard of the fame of Jesus,
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2And said unto his servants, “This is
John the Baptist; he is risen from
the dead; and therefore mighty
works do shew forth themselves in
him.”
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3For Herod had laid hold on John,
and bound him, and put him in
prison for Herodias' sake, his
brother Philip's wife.
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%For John said unto him, “It is not
lawful for thee to have her.”
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>And when he would have put him
to death, he feared the multitude,
because they counted him as a

prophet.
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®But when Herod's birthday was
kept, the daughter of Herodias
danced before them, and pleased

Herod
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“And king Herod heard of him; (for
his name was spread abroad) and
he said, That John the Baptist was
risen from the dead, and therefore
mighty works do shew forth
themselves in him.
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>0Others said, That it is Elias. And
others said, That it is a prophet, or
as one of the prophets.
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®8ut when Herod heard thereof, he
said, It is John, whom | beheaded:
he is risen from the dead.
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YFor Herod himself had sent forth
and laid hold upon John, and bound
him in prison for Herodias' sake, his
brother Philip's wife: for he had
married her.
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8Eor John had said unto Herod, It is
not lawful for thee to have thy

brother's wife.
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Therefore Herodias had a quarrel
against him, and would have killed

”Now Herod the tetrarch heard of
all that was done by him: and he
was perplexed, because that it was
said of some, that John was risen
from the dead;
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8 And of some, that Elias had
appeared; and of others, that one

of the old prophets was risen again.
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% And Herod said, John have |
beheaded: but who is this, of whom
| hear such things? And he desired
to see him.
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[Move #4]

319But Herod the tetrarch, being

reproved by him for Herodias his
brother Philip's wife, and for all the
evils which Herod had done,
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Added yet this above all, that he
shut up John in prison.
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"Whereupon he promised with an
oath to give her whatsoever she
would ask.
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8And she, being before instructed of
her mother, said, “Give me here

John Baptist's head in a charger.”
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And the king was sorry:
nevertheless for the oath's sake,
and them which sat with him at
meat, he commanded it to be given
her.
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%And he sent, and beheaded John

in the prison.
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“And his head was broughtin a
charger, and given to the damsel:
and she brought it to her mother.
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2And his disciples came, and took
up the body, and buried it, and
went and told Jesus.
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him; but she could not:
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°For Herod feared John, knowing
that he was a just man and an holy,
and observed him; and when he
heard him, he did many things, and
heard him gladly.
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2!And when a convenient day was
come, that Herod on his birthday
made a supper to his lords, high
captains, and chief estates of

Galilee;
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22And when the daughter of the
said Herodias came in, and danced,
and pleased Herod and them that
sat with him, the king said unto the
damsel, Ask of me whatsoever thou
wilt, and | will give it thee.
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2And he sware unto her,
Whatsoever thou shalt ask of me, |
will give it thee, unto the half of my

kingdom.
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2*And she went forth, and said unto
her mother, What shall | ask? And
she said, The head of John the
Baptist.
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2>And she came in straightway with
haste unto the king, and asked,
saying, | will that thou give me by
and by in a charger the head of
John the Baptist.

B EH 22 L3 > Fow
ENNMENE N - R G = S I TR [ <
g Bf o O3 o % RN

2°And the king was exceeding sorry;
yet for his oath's sake, and for their
sakes which sat with him, he would

not reject her.
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?’And immediately the king sent an
executioner, and commanded his
head to be brought: and he went
and beheaded him in the prison,
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8And brought his head in a charger,
and gave it to the damsel: and the
damsel gave it to her mother.
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2And when his disciples heard of it,
they came and took up his corpse,
and laid it in a tomb.
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JESuUS FEEDS FIVE THOUSAND

Matthew 14:13-23

Mark 6:30-46

Luke 9:10-17

John 6:1-15

13 \When Jesus heard of it,
he departed thence by
ship into a desert place
apart: and when the
people had heard
thereof, they followed
him on foot out of the
cities.
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And the apostles
gathered themselves
together unto Jesus, and
told him all things, both
what they had done, and
what they had taught.
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0 And the apostles, when
they were returned, told
him all that they had
done. And he took them,
and went aside privately
into a desert place
belonging to the city

called Bethsaida.
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After these things Jesus
went over the sea of
Galilee, which is the sea
of Tiberias.

T E oM BBk A
o A B )’I‘ui

Fobow ook

2And a great multitude
followed him, because
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14 And Jesus went forth,
and saw a great
multitude, and was
moved with compassion
toward them, and he
healed their sick.
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> And when it was
evening, his disciples
came to him, saying, This
is a desert place, and the
time is now past; send
the multitude away, that
they may go into the
villages, and buy

themselves victuals.
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8 But Jesus said unto
them, They need not
depart; give ye them to
eat.
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7 And they say unto him,
We have here but five
loaves, and two fishes.
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'8 He said, Bring them

hither to me.
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31 And he said unto them,
Come ye yourselves apart
into a desert place, and
rest a while: for there
were many coming and
going, and they had no
leisure so much as to eat.
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32 And they departed into
a desert place by ship

privately.
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33 And the people saw
them departing, and
many knew him, and ran
afoot thither out of all
cities, and outwent them,
and came together unto
him.
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3 And Jesus, when he
came out, saw much
people, and was moved
with compassion toward
them, because they were
as sheep not having a
shepherd: and he began
to teach them many

things.
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3 And when the day was

1 And the people, when
they knew it, followed
him: and he received
them, and spake unto
them of the kingdom of
God, and healed them
that had need of healing.
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12 And when the day
began to wear away, then
came the twelve, and
said unto him, Send the
multitude away, that they
may go into the towns
and country round about,
and lodge, and get
victuals: for we are here
in a desert place.
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13 But he said unto them,
Give ye them to eat. And
they said, We have no
more but five loaves and
two fishes; except we
should go and buy meat

for all this people.
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they saw his miracles
which he did on them
that were diseased.
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*And Jesus went upintoa
mountain, and there he
sat with his disciples.
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*And the passover, a
feast of the Jews, was
nigh.
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*When Jesus then lifted
up his eyes, and saw a
great company come
unto him, he saith unto
Philip, Whence shall we
buy bread, that these
may eat?
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®And this he said to prove
him: for he himself knew
what he would do.
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"Philip answered him,
Two hundred
pennyworth of bread is
not sufficient for them,
that every one of them
may take a little.
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80ne of his disciples,
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% And he commanded
the multitude to sit down
on the grass, and took
the five loaves, and the
two fishes, and looking
up to heaven, he blessed,
and brake, and gave the
loaves to his disciples,
and the disciples to the
multitude.
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20 And they did all eat,
and were filled: and they
took up of the fragments
that remained twelve
baskets full.
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21 And they that had
eaten were about five
thousand men, beside

women and children.
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22 And straightway Jesus
constrained his disciples
to get into a ship, and to
go before him unto the
other side, while he sent
the multitudes away.
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2 And when he had sent
the multitudes away, he
went up into a mountain
apart to pray: and when
the evening was come, he

now far spent, his

disciples came unto him,
and said, This is a desert
place, and now the time
is far passed:
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% Send them away, that
they may go into the
country round about, and
into the villages, and buy
themselves bread: for
they have nothing to eat.
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3 He answered and said
unto them, Give ye them
to eat. And they say unto
him, Shall we go and buy
two hundred pennyworth
of bread, and give them
to eat?
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3 He saith unto them,
How many loaves have
ye? go and see. And
when they knew, they
say, Five, and two fishes.
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39 And he commanded
them to make all sit down
by companies upon the
green grass.
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% For they were about
five thousand men. And
he said to his disciples,
Make them sit down by
fifties in a company.
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> And they did so, and
made them all sit down.
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®Then he took the five
loaves and the two fishes,
and looking up to heaven,
he blessed them, and
brake, and gave to the
disciples to set before the
multitude.
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7 And they did eat, and
were all filled: and there
was taken up

of fragments that
remained to them twelve
baskets.
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Andrew, Simon Peter's
brother, saith unto him,
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*There is a lad here,
which hath five barley
loaves, and two small
fishes: but what are they
among so many?
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And Jesus said, Make
the men sit down. Now
there was much grass in
the place. So the men sat
down, in number about
five thousand.
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“And Jesus took the
loaves; and when he had
given thanks, he
distributed to the
disciples, and the
disciples to them that
were set down; and
likewise of the fishes as
much as they would.
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2\When they were filled,

he said unto his disciples,
Gather up the fragments
that remain, that nothing
be lost.
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1 And when he had taken
the five loaves and the
two fishes, he looked up
to heaven, and blessed,
and brake the loaves, and
gave them to his disciples
to set before them; and
the two fishes divided he
among them all.
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2 And they did all eat,
and were filled.
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3 And they took up
twelve baskets full of the
fragments, and of the
fishes.
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* And they that did eat of
the loaves were about

five thousand men.
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 And straightway he
constrained his disciples
to get into the ship, and
to go to the other side
before unto Bethsaida,
while he sent away the
people.
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and filled twelve baskets
with the fragments of the
five barley loaves, which
remained over and above
unto them that had
eaten.
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Then those men, when
they had seen the miracle
that Jesus did, said, This
is of a truth that prophet
that should come into the
world.

BWhen Jesus therefore
perceived that they
would come and take him
by force, to make him a
king, he departed again
into a mountain himself
alone.
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6 And when he had sent

them away, he departed
into a mountain to pray.
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THE TWENTY-EIGHTH MOVE OF JESUS

Feeds The Five Thousand
Bethsaida-Julius

JESUS tHe CHRIST

Matthew 14:1-23; Mark 6:14-46; Luke 9:7-17; John 6:1-15

CONNECTION

Jesus had sent forth His twelve apostles in their first great evangelistic campaign throughout Galilee, to
visit all the towns and cities of the Israelites and preach unto them the gospel of the kingdom. He had
promised to rejoin them before they had finished the task (Mt. 10:23), and in the meantime He also was
preaching and teaching in the villages and doing many wonderful works. His fame had spread throughout the
entire region by that time, and had come to the ears of Herod Antipas, ruler of Galilee. There were all sorts of
rumors among the people as to who Jesus was: some said He was John the Baptist who had risen from the
dead, for He had the same great multitudes following Him and He preached the same message. Others said
that one of the old prophets had risen; and some said He was "Elias which was for to come" (Mt. 11:14).
Herod was perplexed. He became extremely anxious to meet Jesus and if possible to see some of His miracles,
but apparently this desire was never brought to pass, until Jesus appeared before him for trial (Lk. 23:8),
although it appears he had been quite often in touch with John the Baptist.

Jesus promised to rejoin them before they had finished the task

Matthew But when they persecute you in this city, flee ye into another: for verily | say unto you, Ye shall
10:23 not have gone over the cities of Israel, till the Son of man be come.
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“Elias which was for to come”

Matthew 11:14

Malachi 4:5

And if ye will receive it, this is Elias, which was for to
come.
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Behold, | will send you Elijah the prophet before the
coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD:
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Jesus appeared before Herod for trial

Luke And when Herod saw Jesus, he was exceeding glad: for he was desirous to see him of a long
23:8 season, because he had heard many things of him; and he hoped to have seen some miracle
done by him.
B RPN Ek o R IEE S FGRLES HE LA BE LB T4
A L

It was not mere curiosity that prompted this desire to see Jesus: Herod had a guilty conscience. About
the time Jesus began His public ministry, Herod had laid hold of John and shut him up in prison (Move 11),
because he had reproved Herod for his sin in taking his brother Philip's wife (See Move 21). John was a man of
unflinching « s courage. He was not "a reed shaken by the wind" (Mt. 11:7; Lk. 7:24) and he would not
compromise even with royalty. He did not trim his preaching to suit his hearers, and refused to repeals the
ten commandments in order to accommodate the royal passions. He continually told Herod that "it was not
lawful for him to have her," (Mt. 14:4; Mk. 6:18) and this bold stand paved the way for his execution and
death. As the forerunner of Jesus and the herald of a new dispensation he prepared the way for the promised
Messiah. His flaming message threw upon the screen the shadow of the King of kings, cast by heavenly light,

1




while he himself faded out of the picture and languished in Herod's prison until the wicked plot of a sinful
woman brought about his death. She had long desired to kill him, but Herod had favored him because he
knew that he was a just and holy man. But when "a convenient season" (Mk. 6:21) came, at his birthday feast,

in an unguarded moment Herod was tricked into granting her request for "the head of John the Baptist."

(Mt.

14:8; Mk. 6:25) He was "very sorry," (Mt. 14:9; Mk. 6:25) but did not have the moral stamina to refuse,
because of his pride. The Baptist was beheaded in his prison, and having fulfilled his great mission, his spirit
returned to God who gave it. Some of his faithful disciples heard of it and went to the prison requesting his
body, which they lovingly placed in a tomb. Then they hurried off to tell Jesus, who by this time had returned

to the shores of Galilee around Capernaum.

“A reed shaken by the wind”

Matthew 11:7

Luke 7:24

And as they departed, Jesus began to say unto the
multitudes concerning John, What went ye out into
the wilderness to see? A reed shaken with the wind?

And when the messengers of John were departed, he
began to speak unto the people concerning John,
What went ye out into the wilderness for to see? A

AN S-S R L O N reed shaken with the wind?
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“it was not lawful to him to have her”

Matthew 14:4

Mark 6:18

For John said unto him, “It is not lawful for thee to
have her.”
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For John had said unto Herod, It is not lawful for thee
to have thy brother's wife.
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“a convenient season”

Mark
6:21
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And when a convenient day was come, that Herod on his birthday made a supper to his lords,
high captains, and chief estates of Galilee;
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“the head of John the Baptist”

Matthew 14:8

Mark 6:25

And she, being before instructed of her mother, said,
“Give me here John Baptist's head in a charger.”
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And she came in straightway with haste unto the
king, and asked, saying, | will that thou give me by
and by ina charger the head of John the Baptist.
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“very sorry”

Matthew 14:9 Mark 6:26

And the king was sorry: nevertheless for the oath's
sake, and them which sat with him at meat, he
commanded it to be given her.
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And the king was exceeding sorry; yet for his oath's
sake, and for their sakes which sat with him, he
would not reject her.
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In the meantime the Twelve had returned from their preaching tour, to report to Jesus all that they
had done and taught. Evidently they had had great success and many had heard the message and believed.
With Jesus and His disciples back in Capernaum the people again thronged them, and there were so many




coming and going at all times that they had no leisure and hardly time to eat their meals without a curious
crowd looking on. Missionaries in foreign lands often have this experience today.

Jesus suggested to the disciples that they should slip away into a quiet place and rest a while. The
disciples were tired and worn from their strenuous campaign, and no doubt the news of the death of John was
a great blow to the Master, for there must have been a very tender and intimate friendship between Him and
the one to whom He had paid such high tribute, in the words: "Among those that are born of women, there
hath not risen a greater than John the Baptist" (Mt. 11:11; Lk. 7:28). It may be that Jesus also wished to avoid
Herod, who was so anxious to see Him. Herod had said, "John have | beheaded, but who is this doing these
wonderful works? It is John risen from the dead." (Mt. 14:2; Mk. 6:14; Lk. 9:9)

“Among those that are born of women...”

Matthew 11:11 Luke 7:28

For | say unto you, Among those that are born of
women there is not a greater prophet than John the
Baptist: but he that is least in the kingdom of God is
greater than he.

Verily | say unto you, Among them that are born of
women there hath not risen a greater than John the
Baptist: notwithstanding he that is least in the
kingdom of heaven is greater than he.
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King Herod said...

Matthew 14:2 Mark 6:14 Luke 9:9

And said unto his servants, “This is
John the Baptist; he is risen from
the dead; and therefore mighty
works do shew forth themselves in

And king Herod heard of him; (for
his name was spread abroad) and
he said, That John the Baptist was
risen from the dead, and therefore

And Herod said, John have |
beheaded: but who is this, of
whom | hear such things? And he
desired to see him.
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Herod was the son of Herod the Great, of the Idumeans. They were descended from Abraham,
through Ishmael and Esau, and today are called Bedouins. Although the Bedouins and the Jews were half
brothers there has always been bitter enmity between them. Even in Jesus' day the Herodians were bitter
enemies of the Jewish leaders. So in the Herods we find Ishmael and Esau ruling over Jacob. Herod Antipas
was tetrarch of Galilee, and his half-brother Philip tetrarch of lturea. Herod was at that time building the city
of Tiberius, about ten miles from Capernaum on the west shore of the Sea of Galilee (Sea of Tiberius), and it is
likely that he lived there.

It was in the territory of Philip in Iturea, in a desert place adjoining the town of Bethsaida (Julius), on
the northeast shore of the lake, that Jesus and His disciples retired to find a quiet place to rest for a short time
and talk over their work. But a great multitude followed, and continued with them all day, while Jesus taught
them and healed their sick. In the evening they were hungry, and instead of sending them away Jesus fed the
whole company of more than five thousand people, miraculously multiplying five loaves and two fishes
supplied by a lad.




No event in the ministry of Jesus is more fully attested. It is recorded in all four gospels, and the
writers are in total agreement on all important points of the story, the only conspicuous difference being that
in the synoptic gospels the question of feeding the company was raised by the disciples and the five loaves
and two fishes were provided by them, while in John's gospel it was Jesus who inquired how they should be
fed, and the loaves and fishes were provided by a lad.

DISCUSSION

Jesus said to the apostles, "Come ye yourselves apart, and rest a while," (Mk. 6:31) and they got into a
boat and crossed over the lake to the eastern shore. They tried to slip away privately, but many of the people
in Capernaum knew Jesus and when they saw Him departing they followed. It was also the time of the Feast
of the Passover (Jn. 6:4), and on their way to Jerusalem many of the people of Galilee would pass through
Capernaum. Having heard of the fame of Jesus doubtless they were anxious to see and hear Him, and while
the boat crossed over the lake the word was passed along that Jesus and His disciples were going over to the
other side, and "out of all the towns" (Mt. 14:13; Mk. 6:33) along the shore the people ran after them on foot,
and arrived on the other shore before them. Consequenly, when they came out of the boat, instead of having
a rest they found much people waiting for them. Jesus did not turn them away. He was always moved with
compassion when He saw the multitudes, for "they were as sheep without a shepherd." (Mk. 6:34) "He
received them and spake unto them many things of the kingdom, and healed all that needed healing."(Lk. 9:11)
He went up on the hillside and sat down and taught them.

“Come ye ...rest a while”

Mark And he said unto them, Come ye yourselves apart into a desert place, and rest a while: for
6:31 there were many coming and going, and they had no leisure so much as to eat.
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time of the Feast of the Passover

John And the passover, a feast of the Jews, was nigh.
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“out of all the towns”

Matthew 14:13 Mark 6:33

When Jesus heard of it, he departed thence by ship And the people saw them departing, and many knew
into a desert place apart: and when the people had him, and ran afoot thither out of all cities, and

heard thereof, they followed him on foot out of the outwent them, and came together unto him.
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moved with compassion “...sheep without a shepherd” “he received them and spake ...and healed...”

Matthew 14:14 Mark 6:34 Luke 9:11

And Jesus went forth, and saw a And Jesus, when he came out, saw | And the people, when they knew
great multitude, and was moved much people, and was moved with | it, followed him: and he received
with compassion toward them, compassion toward them, because | them, and spake unto them of
and he healed their sick. they were as sheep not having a the kingdom of God, and healed
mogk Aok o R G o3F 3 b shepherd: and he began to teach | them that had need of healing.
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The throng continued with Him all day, and when the evening was come the disciples came to Him and
said, "It is time to send the multitude away, for this is a desert place. Send them into the villages where they
can buy their evening meal and find lodging for the night." (Mt. 14:15; Mk. 6:35,36; Lk. 9:12) Lifting up His
eyes upon the great company, Jesus "knew what He would do," (Jn. 6:6) but He wished to test His disciples, so
He said to Philip, "Whence shall we buy bread that these may eat?" (Jn. 6:5) Philip answered "Two hundred
penny-weight of bread would not be sufficient for this crowd." (Jn. 6:7) The disciples urged that He send them
away, but Jesus said "They need not depart; give ye them to eat." (Mt. 14:16) This He also said "to prove
them." (Jn. 6:6) He was constantly finding new ways in which to demonstrate to them that their own mission
in life was to do what He was doing: to meet the needs of those around them, by the power of God which He

had given them.

“it is time to send the multitude away...”

Matthew 14:15

Mark 6:35,36

Luke 9:12

And when it was evening, his
disciples came to him, saying, This
is a desert place, and the time is
now past; send the multitude
away, that they may go into the
villages, and buy themselves
victuals.
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And when the day was now far
spent, his disciples came unto him,
and said, This is a desert place, and
now the time is far passed: Send
them away, that they may go into
the country round about, and into
the villages, and buy themselves
bread: for they have nothing to

eat.
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And when the day began to wear
away, then came the twelve, and
said unto him, Send the multitude
away, that they may go into the
towns and country round about,
and lodge, and get victuals: for we
are here in a desert place.
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“knew what He would do”

John And this he said to prove him: for he himself knew what he would do.
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“whence shall we buy bread...”

John
6:5
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When Jesus then lifted up his eyes, and saw a great company come unto him, he saith unto

Philip, Whence shall we buy bread, that these may eat?
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“...would not be sufficient...”

John
6:7

Philip answered him, Two hundred pennyworth of bread is not sufficient for them, that every
one of them may take a little.

AR IR o e s e A A A T T . S
“They need not depart; give ye them to eat”
Matthew 14:16 Mark 6:37 Luke 9:13

But Jesus said unto them, They
need not depart; give ye them to

He answered and said unto them,
Give ye them to eat. And they say

eat.
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unto him, Shall we go and buy two
hundred pennyworth of bread, and
give them to eat?

But he said unto them, Give ye
them to eat. And they said, We
have no more but five loaves and
two fishes; except we should go
and buy meat for all this people.
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He told them to go through the crowd and find out how much food there was among them, and they
found none of the people had brought food. Those from the nearby towns had probably run out hastily to
follow Jesus when they saw Him crossing the lake; and those who were traveling to Jerusalem for the Passover
must have exhausted their supply, or have thought to buy in the towns around Capernaum until they were
diverted therefrom to seek Jesus in the desert place. Andrew found one little lad who had his lunch with him,
of five barley rolls and two small fishes, but, said he, "What are they among so many?" (Jn. 6:9)

John

6:9 among so many?
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There is a lad here, which hath five barley loaves, and two small fishes: but what are they

AT S 5

(e

.

There was much grass in the place, so evidently it was not what we think of as a "desert," but a place in
the open country, between the lake and the hills, and away from the villages. Jesus said to the disciples,
"Make the men sit down, in groups of fifty." (Mk. 6:40; Lk. 9:14) In many Oriental lands the men always sit
down to eat first, and the women eat afterward, or eat in the kitchen. When all the men had been seated
they found there were about five thousand, besides the women and children (Mt. 14:21; Mk. 6:44; Lk. 9:14; Jn.

6:10).

“of ifty”

Mark 6:40

Luke 9:14

And they sat down in ranks, by hundreds, and by
fifties.

—_

For they were about five thousand men. And he said
to his disciples, Make them sit down by fifties in a
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“Five thousand”

Matthew 14:21 Mark 6:44 Luke 9:14 John 6:10

And they that had eaten
were about five thousand
men, beside women and

And they that did eat of
the loaves were about
five thousand men.
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And Jesus said, Make the
men sit down. Now there
was much grass in the
place. So the men sat
down, in number about
five thousand.

For they were about five
thousand men. And he
said to his disciples,
Make them sit down by
fifties in a company.
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Jesus took the lad's little lunch of bread and fish, and
Then He blessed the food and brake it, distributing to His disciples, and as it was given out it

Father.

multiplied under His mighty Hand, and the disciples went forth and distributed it to all the people.

looking up to heaven He gave thanks to His

It is

distinctly stated that no other food was used except the five loaves and two fishes (Mt. 14:19; Mk. 6:41; Lk.
9:16; Jn. 6:11), but the supply "wasted not" (1 Kgs. 17:16) until the whole company had eaten and "were




filled." (Mt. 14:20; Mk. 6:42; Lk. 9:17; Jn. 6:12) There was no meager supply and no scrambling for the crumbs;
they had all they desired, "as much as they would" (Jn.6:11), a full meal. No doubt the disciples also had their
share, and one likes to think that Jesus himself became one of them by partaking with them of the food.

five loaves and two fishes

Matthew 14:19

Mark 6:41

Luke 9:16

John 6:11

And he commanded the
multitude to sit down on
the grass, and took the
five loaves, and the two
fishes, and looking up to
heaven, he blessed, and
brake, and gave the

And when he had taken
the five loaves and the
two fishes, he looked up
to heaven, and blessed,
and brake the loaves, and
gave them to his disciples
to set before them; and

Then he took the five
loaves and the two
fishes, and looking up to
heaven, he blessed them,
and brake, and gave to
the disciples to set before
the multitude.

And Jesus took the
loaves; and when he had
given thanks, he
distributed to the
disciples, and the
disciples to them that
were set down; and

loaves to his disciples, the two fishes divided he | ™% #f £ ¥ & 1 @ likewise of the fishes as
and the disciples to the among them all. L B S A much as they would.
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“wasted not”
1 Kings And the barrel of meal wasted not, neither did the cruse of oil fail, according to the word of
17:16 the LorD, which he spake by Elijah.
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“were filled”
Matthew 14:20 Mark 6:42 Luke 9:17 John 6:12

And they did all eat, and
were filled: and they
took up of the fragments
that remained twelve

baskets full.
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And they did all eat, and

were filled.
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And they did eat, and were
all filled: and there was
taken up of fragments that
remained to them twelve
baskets.
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When they were filled,
he said unto his disciples,
Gather up the fragments
that remain, that nothing
be lost.
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The disciples had nothing to do with supplying the food: they were only His ministers. Receiving the
supply from His almighty hand they were able to pass it on to others. So it is with our ministry of spiritual
things. Only that which is received from the hand of God will meet the need of human hearts. "Man shall not
live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God" (Mt. 4:4; Lk. 4:4).
"Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is not bread? and your Labour for that which satisfieth not? eat
ye that which is good; and let your soul delight itself in fatness." (Isa. 55:2) We ourselves must feed upon the
living Word, the "Bread sent down from heaven," (Jn. 6:32,51,58) if we would have anything to feed the
hungry multitudes. We cannot feed them on "that which is not bread." (Isa. 55:2) The life of every Christian
should be "a well of living water, springing up" (Jn. 4:14) and overflowing to those around. "Let the word of
Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom" (Col. 3:16).
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“Man shall not live by bread alone...”

Matthew 4:4

Luke 4:4

Deuteronomy 8:3

But he answered and said,

It is written, Man shall not live by
bread alone, but by every word
that proceedeth out of the mouth

And Jesus answered him, saying,

It is written, That man shall not live
by bread alone, but by every word
of God.

And he humbled thee, and
suffered thee to hunger, and fed
thee with manna, which thou
knewest not, neither did thy

of God.
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that proceedeth out of the mouth
of the LORD doth man live.
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“...spend money for that which is not bread...”
Isaiah Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is not bread? and your labour for that which
55:2 satisfieth not? hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that which is good, and let your soul
delight itself in fatness.
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“Bread sent down from heaven”

John
6:32,51, 58

2Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, | say unto you, Moses gave you not that bread from
heaven; but my Father giveth you the true bread from heaven.
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>l am the living bread which came down from heaven: if any man eat of this bread, he shall
live for ever: and the bread that | will give is my flesh, which | will give for the life of the world.
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*8This is that bread which came down from heaven: not as your fathers did eat manna, and are
dead: he that

eateth of this bread shall live for ever.
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“a well of living water, springing up”

John
4:14

But whosoever drinketh of the water that | shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that |
shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life.”
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“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly...”

Colossians
3:16

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another

in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.
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When all the people had been fed, Jesus commanded the disciples to take up any fragments that were
left, so that nothing should be lost, and when they did so they found there were twelve baskets full. (The
baskets may have been provided by some of the travelers, or perhaps there were fishing baskets in the boat.)
There was enough for all, and more besides. The grace of God is always in overflowing measure "exceeding
abundantly above all that we can ask or think."(Eph. 3:20) "My cup runneth over." (Ps. 23:5)

“exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think”

Ephesians Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according
3:20 to the power that worketh in us,
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“My cup runneth over”
Psalm Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head
23:5 with oil; my cup runneth over.
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The people saw that there seemed to be an abundant supply, and they ate heartily. They had been all
day without food and were no doubt very hungry, and the food must have been unusually delicious, coming
direct from the hand of the Creator. It may be, also, that they wished to see just how long it would last, for
they ate until they "were filled." The little lad must have been so interested in the Lord Jesus and His
wonderful teachings that he forgot to eat his lunch, for if the men were hungry surely a boy would have been
more so by that time.

When the people had witnessed this wonderful miracle and the unlimited creative power of the
Master, they said "Of a truth this is that prophet that was to come!" (Deut. 18:18; Jn. 6:14) Perhaps some
cheered, and others worshipped; and as the crowd milled around Him excitedly talking it over among
themselves, Jesus perceived that the sentiment was rising in His favor, and at last it reached such a pitch that
they would "take Him by force and make Him a king." (Jn. 6:15) Just how this was demonstrated we do not
know, but they began to do Him honor. Having met their need, He decided to quietly withdraw. His kingdom
was not yet "of this world" (Jn. 18:36), and "the Son of Man must first suffer many things" (Mk. 8:31). It was
always difficult to get the multitude to leave, so He called His disciples and told them to get into the boat and
cross over to Capernaum, while He remained with the multitude, and when they were gone He would slip
away. After they were out on the lake He disappeared and went up into the mountain to pray, and "when the
even was come He was there alone." (Mt. 14:23)

“..this is that prophet that was to come”

Deuteronomy 18:18 John 6:14

| will raise them up a Prophet from among their Then those men, when they had seen the miracle
brethren, like unto thee, and will put my words in his | that Jesus did, said, This is of a truth that prophet
mouth; and he shall speak unto them all that | shall that should come into the world.
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“take Him by force...

”

John
6:15

When Jesus therefore perceived that they would come and take him by force, to make him a

king, he departed again into a mountain himself alone.
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“of this world”

John
18:36

Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of this world, then would
my servants fight, that | should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not from
hence.
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“The Son of Man mu.

st first suffer many things”

Mark
8:31

And he began to teach them, that the Son of man must suffer many things, and be rejected of
the elders, and of the chief priests, and scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again.
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“When the even was come He was there alone”

Matthew
14:23

And when he had sent the multitudes away, he went up into a mountain apart to pray: and
when the evening was come, he was there alone.
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In a company of five or ten thousand people it would be some time before they all realized that Jesus
and His disciples had disappeared. In the meantime night had fallen and it appears that a good many of the
people remained there all night, and it was on the "following day" before they realized Jesus was gone. (In. 6:
22) There were other boats, coming from Tiberius across the lake, which touched at a point near the place
where they had been fed, and they began to take shipping for the other side, others going by foot as they had

come.
John The day following, when the people which stood on the other side of the sea saw that there
6:22 was none other boat there, save that one whereinto his disciples were entered, and that Jesus

went not with his disciples into the boat, but that his disciples were gone away alone;
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"There hath not risen a greater than John.

MEDITATION

n

And yet he was beheaded in prison at the hands of a

wicked king, because of the hatred of a sinful woman. Jesus raised Lazarus and others from the dead. Why
was it that He did not raise His great Forerunner? Truly "His thoughts are not our thoughts, nor His ways our
ways." (Isa. 55:8)

Isaiah For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD.
55:8 WMo F R D AL AR B R E S N R PP R
"Send them away!” It is evident that the disciples had very little faith, and even after seeing the

multitude fed

and themselves partaking of the hallowed food, "they considered not the miracle of the loaves:

for their heart was hardened" (Mk. 6:52; 8:21).
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Mark 6:52

Mark 8:21

For they considered not the miracle of the loaves: for
their heart was hardened.

And he said unto them, How is it that ye do not
understand?
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"Give ye them to eat." Did the Lord expect His disciples to do something, or did He wish to prove them
by showing them their powerlessness and their need of "power from on high" (Lk. 24:49) "which they that
believe on Him should receive" (Jn. 7:39)? After the descent of the Holy Spirit the apostles did perform
miracles and preached the Word with power. The world has still its hungry multitudes, famishing for the
Bread of Life, and our Lord's commission to us is "Give ye them to eat."

“power from on high”

Luke And, behold, | send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem,
24:49 until ye be endued (to endow somebody with an ability or quality) with power from on hlgh
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“which they that believe on Him should receive”

John (But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive: for the Holy
7:39 Ghost was not yet given; because that Jesus was not yet glorified.)
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"They did all eat and were filled." In my Father's house there is "bread enough and to spare" (Lk.
15:17). "Be filled with the Spirit" (Eph. 5:18). "There is no want to them that fear Him . . . they that seek the
Lord shall not want any good thing" (Psa. 34:9,10).

“bread enough and to spare”

Luke And when he came to himself, he said, How many hired servants of my father's have bread

15:17 enough and to spare, and | perish with hunger!
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“Be filled with the Spirit”

Ephesians And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit;
5:18 *OERROF O R e R AR E o2 BT LR

“There is no want to them that fear Him...”

Psalm O fear the LoRD, ye his saints: for there is no want to them that fear him. The young lions do
34:9,10 lack, and suffer hunger: but they that seek the Lorp shall not want any good thing.
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"He gave thanks." Our natural food supply is as miraculous as that of the multitude. Many neglect to
give thanks to God that they have enough and to spare, while millions throughout the world are suffering for
the necessities of life. Through our rationing system we are learning something of what it means to be
deprived of things we have always received as a matter of course. In these days no one should dare to take a
mouthful of food without giving thanks that his needs are supplied. If the Creator Himself gave thanks to the
Father, how much more should His little ones!

"He himself knew what He would do." Too long has the church been concerned with methods, ways
and means: revival meetings, religious education, personal evangelism. All of these have merit. Some people
11




prefer to "sit at His feet and learn of Him" (Lk. 10:39); others wait for the disciples to pass the basket with the
Bread of life. But only when the matter has been committed into His hands, and His directions are followed,
will the hungry multitude be fed. "He himself knows" how to meet their need.

“sit at His feet and learn of Him”

Luke And she had a sister called Mary, which also sat at Jesus' feet, and heard his word.
10:39 §j - BRI BB IR o BT aR S 4R o

"They need not depart." He does not say He will feed them, but "You feed them." We look at
ourselves and know there is nothing in us to meet the need of souls around us, but although our talents be
few and our ability lacking, we are not dependent upon our own resources. To look at ourselves means defeat;
to look to Him who has "all power and authority in heaven and in earth," (Mt. 28:18) means that our
insufficiency is swallowed up in His great sufficiency. "Our sufficiency is of God." (2 Cor. 3:5) Our ministry must
be the outflowing of His life within. "What the world needs is Jesus." (Hymn by Benjamin 8aur) We are but bearers of
the bread that He blesses and breaks to us, but we do have the joy of distribution. We are "workers together
with God." (1 Cor. 3:9) It was as the food passed from hand to hand that the astounded disciples saw it
miraculously multiply.

“all power and authority...”

Matthew And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, “All power is given unto me in heaven and in

28:18 earth.
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“Our sufficiency is of God”

2 Cor. Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think any thing as of ourselves; but our sufficiency is

3:5 of God;
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“workers together with God”

1 Cor. For we are labourers together with God: ye are God's husbandry, ye are God's building.
3:9 R I SRR A

"Take up the fragments, that nothing be lost." Every crumb should be utilized in the Master's service.
Nothing should be wasted or used for "that which is not bread." (Isa. 55:2) The gifts of the people are
hallowed funds. The gospel committed to us is a sacred trust. "No word of God is void of power" ( Isa. 55:11).
We must live by "every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God." (Deut. 8:3; Mt. 4:4; Lk. 4:4) We
should learn to study our Bibles with the thought that every word of God is full of meaning and that "not one
jot or tittle shall fail." (Mt. 5:18)

“No word of God is void of power”

Isaiah So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it
55:11 shall accomplish that which | please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto | sent it.
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“not one jot or tittle shall fail”

Matthew For verily | say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass
5:18 from the law, till all be fulfilled.
AN BN A e RU I ROE g AT A S U PR S
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"Twelve baskets full." (Mt. 14:20; Mk. 6:43; Lk. 9:17; Jn. 6:13) The twelve baskets correspond with the
twelve apostles. Each filled a basket, and they contained more than the original amount of food. When we
share what we have with others it is multiplied and we have enough for our own need and theirs.

“Twelve baskets full”

Matthew 14:20

Mark 6:43

Luke 9:17

John 6:13

And they did all eat, and
were filled: and they
took up of the fragments
that remained twelve

And they took up
twelve baskets full of
the fragments, and of
the fishes.

And they did eat, and were
all filled: and there was
taken up of fragments that
remained to them twelve

Therefore they gathered
them together, and filled
twelve baskets with the
fragments of the five

baskets full. Moo = B & B & | baskets. barley loaves, which

SR A LA 14: #oA ko KR o g, 0 X P 4R v | remained over and above
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"To make Him a king." He was a King, and they could not but recognize it, but His "time was not yet

come."

(Jn. 2:4; 7:6,30; 8:20) Perhaps they thought this was an easy way to obtain food, and that if He were

their king He would solve all their economic problems and they would have an assured food supply.

“time was not yet come”

[Move #7] The Wedding

[Move #35] Feast of Tabernacles

John 2:4

John 7:6

John 7:30

John 8:20

Jesus saith unto her,
Woman, what have | to
do with thee? mine hour

is not yet come.
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Then Jesus said unto
them, My time is not yet
come: but your time is
alway ready.
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Then they sought to take
him: but no man laid
hands on him, because
his hour was not yet

come.
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These words spake Jesus
in the treasury, as he
taught in the temple: and
no man laid hands on
him; for his hour was not

yet come.
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http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2014:13-23&version=KJV;CUV�
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%209:7-17&version=KJV;CUV�

‘From the Greek{: "remained" (Mt. 14:20; Lk. 9:17; Jn. 6:13) (to Perissuon) is from the same root as

"abundantly" (Jn. 10:10). The abundance remained. The life Jesus came to give is more than sufficient; there

is always something left over, after we have received all that we need. This is the full life of the Spirit which

God wants us to enjoy.

“remained”

Matthew 14:20

Luke 9:17

John 6:13

And they did all eat, and were
filled: and they took up of the
fragments that remained twelve
baskets full.

LA AU A S A
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And they did eat, and were all
filled: and there was taken up
of fragments that remained to
them twelve baskets.
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Therefore they gathered them
together, and filled twelve baskets
with the fragments of the five
barley loaves, which remained
over and above unto them that
had eaten.
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“abundantly”
John The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: | am come that they might
10:10 have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.
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STUDY

Why do you think Jesus did not raise John the Baptist from the dead? What do you think would have
happened if Herod had met Jesus? Did he ever meet Him? Do you think Herod would have believed if Jesus
had presented the gospel to him? Do you think Jesus Himself wished to rest, or was He thinking of His
disciples? Was He afraid of Herod? Why did He allow the multitude to remain with them when they had

expected to rest?

Do you think the disciples believed that Jesus could feed the multitude? Did He perform this miracle to
demonstrate His power, or out of sympathy for the hungry people? Were there others in the Bible who had
been miraculously fed? Do you think Jesus expected the disciples to feed the people? Why do you think the
lad had not eaten his lunch? Why did they count only the men? Why did Jesus give thanks, when He was
going to create the bread Himself? Just when do you think the multiplying of the bread took place? Do you
think the people ate more than they needed? Did the fragments multiply also? Where did they get the
baskets, if the people had not brought food with them? How did Jesus perceive that they would make Him a

king? How do you think He got away from the multitude?
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Review

Questions

Answers

1. Where were the disciples in the last Move?

They went in their first great evangelistic campaign throughout Galilee
to preach.

2. Where did they rejoin Jesus?

Capernaum

3. What success did they have?

| think they have great success because they are so eager to tell Jesus
what they had done and what they had taught.

4. What sad news had Jesus received?

The death of John the Baptist.

5. Who brought the message?

The disciples of John.

6. Why had John been in prison?

Because John reproved Herod for his sin in taking his brother Philip’s
wife.

7. Who caused his death?

Herodias

8. How was he killed?

John was beheaded in prison

9. How did Herod feel about it?

Herod was exceeding sorry

10. Why did Herod want to meet Jesus?

Herod heard of all that was done by Jesus and all sorts of rumors as to
who Jesus was and he was perplexed and was anxious to meet Jesus to
find out.

11. Where did Jesus and His disciples go to rest?

In a desert place

12. Was it really a desert?

No, because there was much grass in the place.

13. Where was it located?

It was a desert place adjoining the town of Bethsaida (Julius), in the
territory of Philip in lturea.

14. How did they get there?

By boat

15. Who saw them going?

The people

16. What did they do?

People ran after them on foot, and arrived on the other shore before
them.

17. When Jesus and the disciples landed on the other side
of the lake who were there to meet them?

A great multitude

18. Did Jesus send them away so He could rest? Why?

No. Jesus didn’t send them away for He was always moved with
compassion when He saw the multitude.

19. How long did they stay?

Throughout the whole day

20. How did they spend the day?

Jesus spoke unto them many things of the kingdom and taught them.
He also healed all that needed healing.

21. Did Jesus heal anyone?

Yes, all that had need of healing.

22. Where did He sit to teach them?

He went up on the hillside and sat down and taught them.
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23

. Who suggested that the people were hungry?

The disciples

24,

What did the disciples urge Jesus to do?

They urged Jesus to send the multitudes away.

25.

What did He say?

Jesus said “They need not depart; give ye them to eat.”

26.

How much food did they say it would take to feed the
multitude?

They said even with two hundred pennyworth of bread is not sufficient
to feed the multitude.

27.

How much food was found in the company?

Five loaves of bread and two fishes.

28.

Who brought the little lad?

Andrew

29.

How much food did he have?

The lad has Five barley loaves and two small fishes.

30.

What did Jesus do first?

He gave thanks to His Father first.

31.

How did He multiply the food, and how was it given
out?

Jesus blessed the food and broke it, distributing to His disciples, and as
it was given out it multiplied under His mighty Hand, and the disciples
went forth and distributed it to all the people.

32.

Did the disciples have any part in the miracle?

No. They were only His ministers.

33.

What did they do?

They distribute the food to the multitude.

34.

How many people were there in the crowd?

There were five thousand men, beside women and children.

35.

How did the disciples organize them?

The disciples made them sit down in ranks, by hundreds, and by fifties.

36. How much food did each one receive? As much as they would.
37. Do you think they ate heartily? Yes.
38. Did Jesus and the disciples eat? Yes.

39.

How much was left?

Twelve baskets full of fragments.

40.

What did they do with it?

They gathered them so that nothing should be lost.

41.

What was the result of this miracle?

People trying to take Jesus by force and make Him a king.

42.

What did the people say about Jesus?

“This is of a truth that prophet that should come into the world”

43,

What did they wish to do?

To take Jesus by force and make him king

44,

Why did He not allow it?

His time was not yet come

45.

Was Jesus a king?

Yes
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46.

How did He get away from the multitude when night
fell?

He sent the disciples back to the boat first. After the disciples were out
on the lake, Jesus disappeared and went up into a mountain to pray.

47.

Where did He go?

Jesus went to mountain to pray

48.

Where did the disciples go?

Back to Capernaum

49.

When did the multitude leave?

Probably the following day

50.

How did they return to the towns?

Some by boat and some by foot

51.

Do you think the disciples were impressed by the
miracle, and had increased faith?

Not really

52.

How many gospels record this miracle?

All four of them

53.

Are there any differences?

Yes! The only conspicuous difference being that in the synoptic gospels
the question of feeding the company was raised by the disciples and
the five loaves and two fishes were provided by them, while in John's
gospel it was Jesus who inquired how they should be fed, and the
loaves and fishes were provided by a lad.

54,

What do you consider the chief lesson in this Move?

The life Jesus came to give is more than sufficient; there is always
something left over, after we have received all that we need. This is
the full life of the Spirit which God wants us to enjoy.
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