JESUS tHe CHRIST

Parables By the Sea

01/26/13

THE TWENTY-THIRD MOVE OF JESUS

Matthew 13:1-53; Mark 4:1-34; Luke 8:4-18
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Matthew 13:1-9

Mark 4:1-9

Luke 8:4-8

THE PARABLE OF THE SOWER

! The same day went Jesus out of

the house, and sat by the sea side.
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>And great multitudes were
gathered together unto him, so
that he went into a ship, and sat;
and the whole multitude stood on
the shore.
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3 And he spake many things unto
them in parables, saying, Behold, a
sower went forth to sow;
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* And when he sowed, some seeds
fell by the way side, and the fowls
came and devoured them up:
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>Some fell upon stony places,
where they had not much earth:
and forthwith they sprung up,
because they had no deepness of

earth:
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® And when the sun was up, they
were scorched; and because they
had no root, they withered away.
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! And he began again to teach by
the sea side: and there was
gathered unto him a great
multitude, so that he entered into
a ship, and sat in the sea; and the
whole multitude was by the sea on

the land.
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>And he taught them many things
by parables, and said unto them in
his doctrine,
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3 Hearken; Behold, there went out
a sower to sow:
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* And it came to pass, as he sowed,
some fell by the way side, and the
fowls of the air came and devoured

it up.
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> And some fell on stony ground,
where it had not much earth; and
immediately it sprang up, because
it had no depth of earth:
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®But when the sun was up, it was
scorched; and because it had no
root, it withered away.

* And when much people were
gathered together, and were come
to him out of every city, he spake

by a parable:
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> A sower went out to sow his
seed: and as he sowed, some fell
by the way side; and it was
trodden down, and the fowls of
the air devoured it.
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® And some fell upon a rock; and as
soon as it was sprung up, it
withered away, because it lacked
moisture.

R A R |

& §g :

" And some fell among thorns; and
the thorns sprang up with it, and
choked it.
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& And other fell on good ground,
and sprang up, and bare fruit an
hundredfold. And when he had
said these things, he cried, He that
hath ears to hear, let him hear.
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" And some fell among thorns; and
the thorns sprung up, and choked
them:
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8But other fell into good ground,
and brought forth fruit, some an
hundredfold, some sixtyfold, some
thirtyfold.
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®Who hath ears to hear, let him
hear.
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” And some fell among thorns, and
the thorns grew up, and choked it,
and it yielded no fruit.
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& And other fell on good ground,
and did yield fruit that sprang up
and increased; and brought forth,
some thirty, and some sixty, and
some an hundred.
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% And he said unto them, He that
hath ears to hear, let him hear.
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Matthew 13:10-17

Mark 4:10-13

Luke 8:9-10

19 And the disciples came, and said
unto him, Why speakest thou unto
them in parables?
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" He answered and said unto
them, Because it is given unto you
to know the mysteries of the
kingdom of heaven, but to them it

is not given.
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2 Eor whosoever hath, to him shall
be given, and he shall have more
abundance: but whosoever hath
not, from him shall be taken away
even that he hath.
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1% And when he was alone, they
that were about him with the
twelve asked of him the parable.
£ A S pEE o BTN PR R o
R i .

Pe?léﬁi.‘l;"

W o

' And he said unto them, Unto you
it is given to know the mystery of
the kingdom of God: but unto
them that are without, all these
things are done in parables:
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2 That seeing they may see, and
not perceive; and hearing they
may hear, and not understand; lest
at any time they should be
converted, and their sins should be
forgiven them.

% And his disciples asked him,
saying, What might this parable
be?
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1% And he said, Unto you it is given
to know the mysteries of the
kingdom of God: but to others in
parables; that seeing they might
not see, and hearing they might
not understand.
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B Therefore speak I to them in
parables: because they seeing see
not; and hearing they hear not,
neither do they understand.
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" And in them is fulfilled the
prophecy of Esaias (isaiah 6:9,10),
which saith, By hearing ye shall
hear, and shall not understand;
and seeing ye shall see, and shall
not perceive:
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>For this people's heart is waxed
gross, and their ears are dull of
hearing, and their eyes they have
closed; lest at any time they should
see with their eyes and hear with
their ears, and should understand
with their heart, and should be
converted, and | should heal them.
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®But blessed are your eyes, for
they see: and your ears, for they
hear.
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Y7 For verily | say unto you, That
many prophets and righteous men
have desired to see those things
which ye see, and have not seen
them; and to hear those things
which ye hear, and have not heard
them.
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3 And he said unto them, Know ye
not this parable? and how then will
ye know all parables?
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Matthew 13:18-23

Mark 4:14-20

Luke 8:11-15

¥ Hear ye therefore the parable of
the sower.
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¥\When any one heareth the word
of the kingdom, and
understandeth it not, then cometh
the wicked one, and catcheth away
that which was sown in his heart.
This is he which received seed by
the way side.
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29But he that received the seed

into stony places, the same is he
that heareth the word, and anon
with joy receiveth it;
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?Lyet hath he not root in himself,
but dureth for a while: for when
tribulation or persecution ariseth
because of the word, by and by he
is offended.
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2 He also that received seed
among the thorns is he that
heareth the word; and the care of
this world, and the deceitfulness of
riches, choke the word, and he
becometh unfruitful.
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4 The sower soweth the word.
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> And these are they by the way
side, where the word is sown; but
when they have heard, Satan
cometh immediately, and taketh
away the word that was sown in
their hearts.
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' And these are they likewise
which are sown on stony ground;
who, when they have heard the
word, immediately receive it with

gladness;
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7 And have no root in themselves,
and so endure but for a time:
afterward, when affliction or
persecution ariseth for the word's
sake, immediately they are
offended.
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8 And these are they which are
sown among thorns; such as hear
the word,
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19 And the cares of this world, and
the deceitfulness of riches, and the
lusts of other things entering in,
choke the word, and it becometh

! Now the parable is this: The seed
is the word of God.
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2 Those by the way side are they
that hear; then cometh the devil,
and taketh away the word out of
their hearts, lest they should
believe and be saved.
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3 They on the rock are they, which,
when they hear, receive the word
with joy; and these have no root,
which for a while believe, and in
time of temptation fall away.
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% And that which fell among thorns
are they, which, when they have
heard, go forth, and are choked
with cares and riches and
pleasures of this life, and bring no
fruit to perfection.
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1>But that on the good ground are
they, which in an honest and good
heart, having heard the word, keep
it, and bring forth fruit with
patience.
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% But he that received seed into IR
the good ground is he that heareth | % # ©
the word, and understandeth it; 0 _
which also beareth fruit, and And these are they which are
bringeth forth, some an sown on good ground; such as hear
hundredfold, some sixty, some the word, and receive it, and bring
thirty. forth fruit, some thirtyfold, some
E - I R S R i}b 2 4R sixty, and some an hundred.
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Mark 4:21-25 Luke 8:16-18

L And he said unto them, Is a candle brought to be
put under a bushel, or under a bed? and not to be set
on a candlestick?
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22For there is nothing hid, which shall not be
manifested; neither was any thing kept secret, but
that it should come abroad.
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2 any man have ears to hear, let him hear.
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?* And he said unto them, Take heed what ye hear:
with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to

®No man, when he hath lighted a candle, covereth it
with a vessel, or putteth it under a bed; but setteth it
on a candlestick, that they which enter in may see the

light.
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Y For nothing is secret, that shall not be made
manifest; neither any thing hid, that shall not be
known and come abroad.
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8 Take heed therefore how ye hear: for whosoever
hath, to him shall be given; and whosoever hath not,
from him shall be taken even that which he seemeth

you: and unto you that hear shall more be given. to have.
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2> For he that hath, to him shall be given: and he that
hath not, from him shall be taken even that which he
hath.
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Mark 4:26-29

%6 And he said, So is the kingdom of God, as if a man should cast seed into the ground;
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2’ And should sleep, and rise night and day, and the seed should spring and grow up, he knoweth not how.
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28 For the earth bringeth forth fruit of herself; first the blade, then the ear, after that the full corn in the ear.
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29 But when the fruit is brought forth, immediately he putteth in the sickle, because the harvest is come.
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Matthew 13:24-30

THE PARABLE OF THE TARES

2Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man which sowed
good seed in his field:
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2Byt while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat, and went his way.
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%5But when the blade was sprung up, and brought forth fruit, then appeared the tares also.
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750 the servants of the householder came and said unto him, Sir, didst not thou sow good seed in thy field?

from whence then hath it tares?
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e said unto them, An enemy hath done this. The servants said unto him, Wilt thou then that we go and

gather them up?
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2Byt he said, Nay; lest while ye gather up the tares, ye root up also the wheat with them.
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3L et both grow together until the harvest: and in the time of harvest | will say to the reapers, Gather ye
together first the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them: but gather the wheat into my barn.
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Matthew 13:31-32 Mark 4:30-32 Luke 13:18-19 [move #39]
THE PARABLE OF THE MUSTARD SEED 39 And he said, Whereunto shall we | ¥ Then said he, Unto what is the
*Another parable put he forth liken the kingdom of God? or with | kingdom of God like? and
unto them, saying, The kingdom of | what comparison shall we whereunto shall | resemble it?
heaven is like to a grain of mustard | compare it? gkt A B O



http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2013:18-21&version=KJV;CUV

seed, which a man took, and
sowed in his field:
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2\Which indeed is the least of all
seeds: but when it is grown, it is
the greatest among herbs, and
becometh a tree, so that the birds
of the air come and lodge in the
branches thereof.
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LIt is like a grain of mustard seed,
which, when it is sown in the
earth, is less than all the seeds that
be in the earth:
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32 But when it is sown, it groweth
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1t is like a grain of mustard seed,
which a man took, and cast into his
garden; and it grew, and waxed a
great tree; and the fowls of the air

lodged in the branches of it.
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Matthew 13:33

Luke 13:20-21 [Move #39]

THE PARABLE OF THE LEAVEN

BAnother parable spake he unto them; The kingdom
of heaven is like unto leaven, which a woman took,
and hid in three measures of meal, till the whole was

leavened.
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29 And again he said, Whereunto shall I liken the

kingdom of God?
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L1t is like leaven, which a woman took and hid in
three measures of meal, till the whole was leavened.
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Matthew 13:34-35

Mark 4:33-34

¥ All these things spake Jesus unto the multitude in
parables; and without a parable spake he not unto

them:
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3That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the
prophet (psaim 78:2), saying, | will open my mouth in
parables; | will utter things which have been kept

secret from the foundation of the world.
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33 And with many such parables spake he the word
unto them, as they were able to hear it.
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3% But without a parable spake he not unto them: and
when they were alone, he expounded all things to his
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Matthew 13:36-43

*Then Jesus sent the multitude away, and went into the house: and his disciples came unto him, saying,
Declare unto us the parable of the tares of the field.
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37He answered and said unto them, He that soweth the good seed is the Son of man;
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BThe field is the world; the good seed are the children of the kingdom; but the tares are the children of the
wicked one;
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¥The enemy that sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the world; and the reapers are the angels.
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%pas therefore the tares are gathered and burned in the fire; so shall it be in the end of this world.
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*The Son of man shall send forth his angels, and they shall gather out of his kingdom all things that offend,

and them which do iniquity
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*And shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth.
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Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Who hath ears to hear, let him
hear.
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Matthew 13:44-50

THE PARABLE OF THE HID TREASURE

*Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid in a field; the which when a man hath found, he
hideth, and for joy thereof goeth and selleth all that he hath, and buyeth that field.
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THE PARABLE OF THE PEARL OF GREAT PRICE

again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a merchant man, seeking goodly pearls:
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%\Who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had, and bought it.
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THE PARABLE OF THE DRAGNET

*Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a net, that was cast into the sea, and gathered of every kind:
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B\Which, when it was full, they drew to shore, and sat down, and gathered the good into vessels, but cast the
bad away.
.‘s}&fﬁ;‘aw,Afj}aji_tﬁlﬁt,'-k'r,ﬁk;ﬁv1tftﬂg£$g,%zﬂ;ﬁv%§gﬁo

= L

50 shall it be at the end of the world: the angels shall come forth, and sever the wicked from among the just,
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*°And shall cast them into the furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth.
R A L E R S R

gt a

Matthew 13:51-53

*1jesus saith unto them, Have ye understood all these things? They say unto him, Yea, Lord.
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>2Then said he unto them, Therefore every scribe which is instructed unto the kingdom of heaven is like unto a
man that is an householder, which bringeth forth out of his treasure things new and old.
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>3And it came to pass, that when Jesus had finished these parables, he departed thence.
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JESUS tHe CHRIST THE TWENTY-THIRD MOVE OF JESUS

PARABLES BY THE SEA

Capernaum

Matthew 13:1-53; Mark 4:1-34; Luke 8:4-18

CONNECTION

We are now advancing from what we might term the preliminary activities of Jesus, into the broader
scope of His ministry. In previous lessons He dealt more with the generalities of great depth, and with little
explanation, because they were addressed primarily to the Jews, who had the Word of God. With the Sermon
on the Mount His teaching began to be more general, preparing the way for the establishment of the Kingdom,
and the ministry of His disciples. The truth had been largely rejected by the Jewish leaders, and the gathering
thousands of people from every part of the country had merged in Capernaum and along the shores of the Sea
of Galilee, clamoring to see and hear the Great Teacher. From this time His message was framed in words the
common people would readily understand. Rejected by the "wise and prudent," it was revealed to "babes,"
(Mt. 11:25) and in Move 21, after denouncing the rejectors, the Lord sent forth His personal invitation, "Come
unto Me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden." (Mt. 11:28)

“wise and prudent” “babes”

Matthew At that time Jesus answered and said, | thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth,

11:25 because thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto
babes.
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“Come unto Me...”

Matthew Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and | will give you rest.
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In our last lesson Jesus had just come through another very trying conflict with the Pharisees, and may
have gone out to seek a place of quiet alone, for we read that He "went out of the house and sat by the
seaside," (vs. 1) and who knows but that the quiet, ceaseless beat of the waves upon the shore brought peace
to His soul, and reminded Him of the long process that would be necessary to the establishment of His
kingdom! But He had very little time alone, for "great multitudes" (Mk. 4:1) from every quarter gathered
about Him, in what we might term an "adjourned meeting" #¢ 3 from the one in the crowded town where the
people thronged about the house, and where His mother and brothers waited without in vain to see Him. Out
on the open beach there was plenty of room, and when the people came He did not flee from them, but
characteristically began to meet their needs by teaching them. But even here the press was so great as the
crowds surged in around Him, that He was forced back until obliged to get into a little boat and push out on
the water, while the multitude stood on the shore. What a picture—the Son of God, with a boat for a pulpit,
preaching the eternal truths of the kingdom of heaven!

“went out of the house...”

Matthew The same day went Jesus out of the house, and sat by the sea side.
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“great multitudes”

Mark And he began again to teach by the sea side: and there was gathered unto him a great

4:1 multitude, so that he entered into a ship, and sat in the sea; and the whole multitude was by
the sea on the land.
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In this Move we are also introduced to a new method of teaching, in the Parables. Prior to this time
our Lord's teaching was more direct, as in the Sermon on the Mount, although there have been some
illustrative portions, such as the new wine in old bottles, and the houses on the rock and sand, etc., but these
were more as metaphors, and not as extended as those properly included in this category. The number of
parables in the New Testament is variously estimated at from 30 to 50.

A parable is a story or narrative used to illustrate spiritual truth. Jesus especially used this method of
teaching to those who did not understand the Word of God. Some of the parables are quite similar and no
doubt were uttered many times as the Master went from place to place. He used different parables to
illustrate the same important truth in various ways, and sometimes used the same story to illustrate different
points.

As the opposition against Jesus began to crystallize and teaching was more and more dangerous, this
new method was introduced in order to give Him time to finish His task, by concealing from some what He
was revealing to others. This also gave an element of mystery to His teaching, which enhanced its interest and
appeal.

Parabolic teaching has many advantages. A story will remain in the memory long after direct factual
material is forgotten, and as it is meditated upon the truth may be accepted, when in the direct presentation
at first it was rejected.

There is also a marked disadvantage, in the fact that the parable is open to individual interpretation,
which is dependent upon the point of view of the individual and therefore makes for wide diversity. Some of
the parables, as in this lesson, have been clearly interpreted for us, but in others, in order to get the true
interpretation we must in our thinking approach as nearly as possible the mind of the Master. He was usually
seeking to teach one special truth, and not every point in the story can be pressed to teach the lesson
intended.

DISCUSSION

The Parables in this Move are kingdom parables. They were the first great series given at one time,
and as we would expect, the Master was setting forth His supreme interest, the kingdom of heaven. Each
parable begins in the same manner: "The kingdom of heaven is like ..." The kingdom had been proclaimed as
at hand, and its foundation principles had been set forth, and now Jesus was teaching the people what the
kingdom is like: its origin, nature and development. He was confronted by many difficulties, arising from the
difference between His concept and that held in the minds of the people. Theirs was narrow and nationalistic,
His broad and limitless, but gradually developing. He knew, also, that there were different degrees of
perception among those who heard His teachings, and these were set forth in His first parable, The Sower. He
began with the very fundamentals, the hearing of the Word and the way it is received, represented by the
various kinds of soil into which the seed falls.




The nature of these parables would suggest that within sight from the seashore where He was
preaching, there were fields of grain, and perhaps a highroad nearby. He may have pointed out the field, the
stony places near the roadside where the seed had no depth of earth, and the good soil where there was a
good stand of grain, without any hindrance to its growth. Perhaps some of the travelers on the road were
business men going to examine a field, or some other property, and if they found it was what they needed
they would exchange all their financial holdings for it, as a great treasure. Jesus often used the things about
Him to illustrate His teaching, thus bringing it so vividly to the minds of the people that they could not escape
its truth.

In answer to a question by His disciples, Jesus made it plain that the teaching in parables was for the
multitude, because they could not understand the truth set forth in a direct way. (vs. 10-13; Mk. 4:10-12; Lk.
8:9-10) He said to the disciples, "Unto you it is given to know the mysteries of the kingdom, but to them it is
not given. Therefore | speak to them in parables." And "without a parable spake He not unto them" (vs. 34;
Mk. 4:34), because of the hardness of their hearts (vs. 15). He declared that they were fulfilling the prophecy
of Isaiah (Isaiah 6:9,10; vs. 14,15), in that they could see Him with their eyes, but not with their hearts; they
were hearing His teaching, but they did not have ears to hear its truth so that they might be converted and
healed. It was for this reason that He had denounced the cities wherein His mighty works were done (Move
21). "Whoso hath not, from him shall be taken away even that he hath" (vs. 12), but, "to him that hath shall
be given." To His disciples He said "privately"(Lk. 10:23), "Blessed are your eyes for they see; and your ears,
for they hear." (vs. 16)

The teaching in parables was for the multitude

Matthew 13:10-13

Mark 4:10-12

Luke 8:9-10

19 And the disciples came, and said
unto him, Why speakest thou unto
them in parables?
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" He answered and said unto
them, Because it is given unto you
to know the mysteries of the
kingdom of heaven, but to them it

is not given.
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2 Eor whosoever hath, to him shall
be given, and he shall have more
abundance: but whosoever hath
not, from him shall be taken away
even that he hath.
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B Therefore speak I to them in
parables: because they seeing see

19 And when he was alone, they
that were about him with the
twelve asked of him the parable.
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' And he said unto them, Unto you
it is given to know the mystery of
the kingdom of God: but unto
them that are without, all these
things are done in parables:
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2 That seeing they may see, and
not perceive; and hearing they
may hear, and not understand; lest
at any time they should be
converted, and their sins should be
forgiven them.
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° And his disciples asked him,
saying, What might this parable
be?
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9 And he said, Unto you it is given
to know the mysteries of the
kingdom of God: but to others in
parables; that seeing they might
not see, and hearing they might
not understand.
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not; and hearing they hear not,
neither do they understand.
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fulfill the prophecy of Isaiah \

Isaiah 6:9-10 Matthew 13:14-15

9 And he said, Go, and tell this people, Hear ye 1% And in them is fulfilled the prophecy of Esaias,

indeed, but understand not; and see ye indeed, but which saith, By hearing ye shall hear, and shall not

perceive not. understand; and seeing ye shall see, and shall not
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19 \Make the heart of this people fat, and make their

ears heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they see with >For this people's heart is waxed gross, and their

their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have

with their heart, and convert, and be healed. closed; lest at any time they should see with their
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“without a parable spake he not unto them”

Matthew 13:34-35 Mark 4:33-34
3All these things spake Jesus unto the multitude in 33 And with many such parables spake he the word
parables; and without a parable spake he not unto unto them, as they were able to hear it.
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34 But without a parable spake he not unto them: and

That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the when they were alone, he expounded all things to his
prophet, saying, | will open my mouth in parables; | disciples.

will utter things which have been kept secret from FOAOP W o R R RO R A b
the foundation of the world. (ps. 78:2) AL R A A S
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“Blessed are your eyes, for they see...” & “privately”

Matthew 13:16 Luke 10:23

But blessed are your eyes, for they see: and your ears, | And he turned him unto his disciples, and said

for they hear. privately, Blessed are the eyes which see the things
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We are again reminded that Jesus always moved in fulfillment of the Scriptures, even in the method of
His teaching (vs. 35), and He was revealing things which had been kept secret from the foundation of the
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world—"dark sayings," that is, things which had been kept "dark" and hidden until that time. Down through
the ages there had been many prophets and kings and righteous men (vs. 17) who had desired to see and hear
the things that were being revealed, but to them it was not given; the time had not yet come. The prophets
wrote of things they themselves did not understand (1 Pet. 1:10-12). They knew it was not for themselves, but
they did not know the "time." They wrote as moved by the Spirit, of the "sufferings of Christ and the glory
that should follow," but did not know how to reconcile the two. They did not know of the period of time
between, "the mystery which in other ages was not made known as it is now revealed" (Eph. 3:3-5); the
"mystery" phase of the kingdom, which was made known in these parables of our Lord. "Therefore," He said,
"hear ye the parable of the Sower," for it is in receiving the "word of the kingdom" that one can understand
the mysteries revealed (vs. 18-19).

...desired to see and hear....

Matthew For verily | say unto you, That many prophets and righteous men have desired to see those
13:17 things which ye see, and have not seen them; and to hear those things which ye hear, and
have not heard them.
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The prophets wrote of things they themselves did not understand
1 Peter 99f which salvation the prophets have enquired and searched diligently, who prophesied of
1:10-12 the grace that should come unto you:
%R e D 0 U A R P E B D o Rk e % oo oo F R OB

Ysearching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify,
when it testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow.
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2ynto whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto us they did minister the
things, which are now reported unto you by them that have preached the gospel unto you with
the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven; which things the angels desire to look into.
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“the mystery...”
Ephesians How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as | wrote afore in few words,
3:3-5 Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ) Which in
other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy
apostles and prophets by the Spirit;
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“the word of the kingdom”
Matthew Hear ye therefore the parable of the sower. When any one heareth the word of the kingdom,
13:18-19 and understandeth it not, then cometh the wicked one, and catcheth away that which was
sown in his heart. This is he which received seed by the way side.
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There are seven parables in this group, and they may be considered in three pairs, with the seventh
one as a conclusion:

1. THE METHOD OF THE KINGDOM. The first pair, The Sower and The Tares, set forth the manner of the
establishment of the kingdom. It is dependent upon the soil and the seed. The seed is the Word of God, but
the nature of the soil, the hearts of men, creates the problem of growth versus death. Jesus might have
spoken the parable of the sower first of all out of His own experience, in view of the visible results of His work
thus far. He had reasoned with the scribes and Pharisees, had healed many of their diseases, but it is not clear
just how many had really received the "word of the kingdom" (vs. 19)—the twelve had left all to follow Him;
and perhaps a few hundred others had believed, but it was still a question whether they would continue with
Him or "wither away." (vs. 6; Mk. 4:6; Lk. 8:6) He had sown the seed by the roadside, on the seashore, on
stony ground, and among thorns; some to be snatched away by the birds of the air, but some on good ground,
such as the centurion of whom He had said, "I have not found so great faith, no, not in Israel." (Mt. 8:10; Lk.
7:9)

“wither away”

Matthew 13:6

Mark 4:6

Luke 8:6

And when the sun was up, they
were scorched; and because they

But when the sun was up, it was
scorched; and because it had no

And some fell upon a rock; and as
soon as it was sprung up, it

had no root, they withered away. root, it withered away. withered away, because it lacked
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“I have not found so great faith...”

Matthew 8:10 Luke 7:9

When Jesus heard it, he marvelled, and said to them
that followed, Verily | say unto you, | have not found
so great faith, no, not in Israel.
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When Jesus heard these things, he marvelled at him,
and turned him about, and said unto the people that
followed him, I say unto you, | have not found so
great faith, no, not in Israel.
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He spoke also from observation of nature and human life. There is always waste. The fields about Him
were very small; the farmer sowed close to the road and some of the seed fell on the hardened path; the
rocky places must also be utilized, for if the season were not too dry the poor soil would produce something,
at least; the thorns had been cleaned out and it was hoped they would not come up again, but these places
also must yield all that was possible. So across the field he sowed his seed. Even when the season was dry the
thorns always did well, and the birds were always on hand looking for seeds, but he waited and hoped for the
harvest, "having long patience for it." (Heb. 6:15)

Hebrews and thus, having had long patience, he got the promise. oar
6:15 R L R FRE AL A 0 R E T o

Notice, it is the seed which withers away, and which is choked by the thorns. The seed is the Word,
and when it is received into the heart it must be nourished, so that it will send down strong roots that will be
permanent, for it was when it "had no root" (vs. 6; Mk. 4:6) that it withered away. It is not enough to hear the
Word; it is those who "hear the word and do it" (James 1:22) that are vitally related to Christ, "being born
again not of corruptible seed, but by the Word of God" (1 Pet. 1:23). It is when a man begins to obey the
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Word and put it into practice in his life that it takes root and brings forth fruit; then he will understand it (John
7:17) and will be able to receive more, for "whoso hath to him shall be given." (vs. 12; Mk. 4:25; Lk. 8:18)

“hear the word and do it”

James But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.
1:22 AR & Fog o0 2 & HOH R oo op o ook op o oo
“but by the word of God”
1 Peter Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which
1:23 liveth and abideth for ever.
e T £ 4 0 2 Ed N R H AT 2 B4 N N o B EF

A A

“understand it”

John
7:17

If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether |

speak of myself.
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“whoso hath to him shall be given”

[move #23] Parables By the Sea

[move #43] Anointed by Mary

[move #47] Olivet Discourse

Matthew 13:12

Mark 4:25

Luke 8:18

Luke 19:26

Matthew 25:29

For whosoever
hath, to him shall

For he that hath, to

him shall be given:

be given, and he
shall have more

abundance: but
whosoever hath
not, from him shall

and he that hath
not, from him shall
be taken even that
which he hath.
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Take heed
therefore how ye
hear: for whosoever

For | say unto you,
That unto every one

For unto every one
that hath shall be

which hath shall be

given, and he shall

hath, to him shall

given; and from him

be given; and
whosoever hath
not, from him shall

that hath not, even
that he hath shall

have abundance:
but from him that
hath not shall be
taken away even

be taken away from

. oy d _
be taken away even | & ¥ 3 X F @ | hetaken even that | him. that which he hath.
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that he hath. oty e & which he seemeth | 2 % #®:3 £ 3% |5 3 =~ 4 5 #
1% ")‘3 E‘i”’& &£ 4 E 4 o tohave o, ﬂ)‘, E"/’”LE* B 4 “/F'\ oy @
& oo B VIR T & 4 BB R T FOARLR G ik
o LG s I N SRR SRS I K Bt G e &
I B R Lo 4 B B s kR & ko ke
S I fe BB R

a1 i ‘3

Fﬁﬂ’#ﬁﬁ—i,

It is the wicked one, Satan, the devil, who takes away the Word out of the heart, if possible as soon as
it is sown; but if not, he will make every effort to prevent it from taking root; from finding "moisture" (Lk. 8:6)
in the dews of heaven (Gen. 27:28), water from the well of salvation (Isaiah 12:3); or he will see that it is
scorched by the sun in the burden and heat of the day, or by the tribulation and persecutions that arise.

“the dew of heaven”

Genesis Therefore God give thee of the dew of heaven, and the fatness of the earth, and plenty of corn
27:28 and wine:
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the well of salvation

Isaiah
12:3

Therefore with joy shall ye draw water out of the wells of salvation.
0L R e & ah A R OB B ok o
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Note the progressive aspect of this parable. The seed by the wayside is lost; the one on the rocky

places believes for a while and then is offended and falls away; the one among thorns receives the Word but
the things of this world choke it, and although he does "go forth" (Lk. 8:14) to minister, he brings forth no fruit
to perfection; the good and honest heart hears, believes, understands the Word and keeps it, and brings forth
fruit with patience, which increases some thirty, some sixty and some one hundred fold. It might be tabulated

as follows:
Luke And that which fell among thorns are they, which, when they have heard, go forth, and are
8:14 choked with cares and riches and pleasures of this life, and bring no fruit to perfection.

N I Y

2B A

T 0 AR o Ak S A R s B X
I N T

Parable of the Sower

Parable Phrases

Meaning

A sower went out to sow his seed: and as he
sowed

WAYSIDE

Some fell by the way side; and it was
trodden down, and the fowls of the air
devoured it. (Lk. 8:5)

Seed trodden down

Word not understood

Fowls devour it

Satan takes it away

Immediately

Immediately

lost

lost

STONY

Some fell upon stony places, where they
had not much earth: and forthwith they
sprung up, because they had no deepness
of earth: and when the sun was up, they
were scorched; and because they had no
root, they withered away. (Mt. 13:5,6)

Springs up quickly

Word received gladly

Believes for a while

No root, no moisture, scorched by the sun

Tribulation, temptation

Persecution for the
Word

by and by

afterward

withers

offended

Falls away

THORNS
And some fell among thorns; and the

Thorns spring up

Word received, other
things enter

Cares, riches, pleasure

thorns sprang up, and choked them. (Mt. Choke the seed Choke the Word Deceived
13:7)
No Yield through life goes forth
Unfruitful No fruit to perfection
GooD SoIL Springs up Receives Word Brings forth
But other fell into good ground, and
Yields fruit Understands, keeps it Fruit with patience

brought forth fruit, some an hundredhold,
some sixtyfold, some thirtyfold.

Who hath ears to hear, let him haer. (Mt.
13:8,9)

through life

increase

Increases

Increases

30, 60, 100 fold

The Parable of the Tares is given only by Matthew. The Parable of the Sower, which is the basic one of
the group, is given by three of the gospel writers. The Tares also illustrates the method of establishing the
kingdom, but has progressed a step farther: the seed here is not the Word, but that which is produced by the
Word, the "children of the kingdom," sown by the Son of Man throughout the "field" which is the world. The
enemy also plants his seed, his children, in the same places with the wheat, many of them pretending to be
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wheat. This is done while men are asleep. The servants of the householder are not allowed to do the judging,
or to interfere with the harvest. So it is in the kingdom, or the church. But in the time of harvest the Lord
Himself will send forth the reapers, so that no mistake will be made.

Note, in vs. 30, that the tares are "first" gathered, "in the time of harvest." This would indicate that
when the Lord comes He will first execute judgment (vs. 40-43; 2 Thess. 1:6-10).

“first”

Matthew Let both grow together until the harvest: and in the time of harvest | will say to the reapers,

13:30 Gather ye together first the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them: but gather the
wheat into my barn.
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execute judgment

Matthew 13:40-43

2 Thessalonians 1:6-10

% As therefore the tares are gathered and burned in
the fire; so shall it be in the end of this world.
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“The Son of man shall send forth his angels, and they
shall gather out of his kingdom all things that offend,
and them which do iniquity
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“2And shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall
be wailing and gnashing of teeth.
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BThen shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the
kingdom of their Father. Who hath ears to hear, let
him hear.

AN B S AR T
ffox B - e 27 SRk F ORI

®Seeing it is a righteous thing with God to

recompense tribulation to them that trouble you;
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" And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the
Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his
mighty angels,
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8 In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know
not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord
Jesus Christ:
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Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction
from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of
his power;
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%\when he shall come to be glorified in his saints, and
to be admired in all them that believe (because our
testimony among you was believed) in that day.
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After delivering other parables, Jesus went into the house and His disciples came to Him asking for an
explanation of the Parable of the Tares, especially, and His interpretation is very plainly set forth in vs. 37-43.
Again it is intimated by vs. 41 that the tares shall first be gathered out of the kingdom and cast into the fire,
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and "then shall the righteous shine forth in the kingdom of their Father." (vs. 43; Heb. 2:13) Who hath ears to

hear, let him hear.

Again it is intimated by vs. 41 that the tares shall first (vs. 30) be gathered out of the kingdom and cast into the fire

Matthew 13:30

Matthew 13:41

Let both grow together until the harvest: and in the
time of harvest | will say to the reapers, Gather ye
together first the tares, and bind them in bundles to
burn them: but gather the wheat into my barn.
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The Son of man shall send forth his angels, and they
shall gather out of his kingdom all things that offend,
and them which do iniquity
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“then shall the righteous shine forth in the kingdom of their Father”

Matthew 13:43

Hebrews 2:13

Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the
kingdom of their Father. Who hath ears to hear, let

And again, | will put my trust in him. And again,
Behold | and the children which God hath given me.

him hear. R ER R B ox g v o
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2. THE GROWTH OF THE KINGDOM. The second pair of parables, the Mustard Seed and the Leaven, "has to

do mainly with the extension of the kingdom. The
beginning was insignificant, it was to grow to great pr

parable of the Mustard Seed shows that, although its
oportions. That of the Leaven shows that the extension

of the kingdom was to be accomplished unobtrusively; and further, that its influence was to spread in all

directions until the whole mass of humanity should be

permeated thereby."

The Mustard Seed, although the smallest of seeds, grows to a great size and all the birds of the air
come and lodge in the tree and its branches. "From the parable of the sower we have learned that the birds
of the air represent the agents of the Devil, who are ever alert to catch away the 'good seed' from the hearts
of men. In Christ's day, when He went about preaching the gospel of the kingdom, the birds were already

active in catching away the good seed. But there was
birds could find posts of advantage for carrying on th

then no “tree' with wide-spreading branches where the
eir work. It is different now. For now the birds 'come’

without hindrance to the tree, are made welcome there, and even 'lodge’ in the 'branches’ of it." (vs. 32; Mk.

4:32; Lk . 13:19)

Matthew 13:32 Mark 4:32

Luke 13:19

Which indeed is the least of all
seeds: but when it is grown, it is
the greatest among herbs, and
becometh a tree, so that the birds
of the air come and lodge in the

But when it is sown, it groweth up,
and becometh greater than all
herbs, and shooteth out great
branches; so that the fowls of the
air may lodge under the shadow of

It is like a grain of mustard seed,
which a man took, and cast into his
garden; and it grew, and waxed a
great tree; and the fowls of the air
lodged in the branches of it.

branches thereof. it. Wik - R FR G L £
R LF BB L 2 R o ke ko (AR &
S CO S L I o2 SRS T R O O N
A O S ORI R S SN G- T c S 4 = o
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The Leaven gives us another picture of the wide spread of the kingdom. "What a perfect illustration
this of the way the kingdom of heaven has been extending itself these nineteen centuries throughout the
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mass of hum
manner, its p

anity! For the energy of the kingdom, being purely spiritual, acts in a hidden and mysterious
resence being known only by its effects. There is no suggestion here or elsewhere that the whole

world is to be converted. What is here indicated by means of a parable, is just what the Lord said later on in

plain speech,
24:14)."

namely that the gospel of the kingdom was to be preached in all the world for a witness (Mt.

Matthew And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations;
24:14 and then shall the end come.
A R e Y R BT E ORFRLE KRR Ak
3. THE VALUE OF THE KINGDOM. Up to this point the parables have been addressed to the multitude and

set forth prin
into the hous

cipally the relation of the kingdom to the world. Then Jesus sent the multitude away, and went
e with His disciples, where He "expounded all things unto them privately when they were alone"

(Mk. 4:34). The next two short parables, the Hid Treasure and the Pearl of Great Price, were addressed to
them, and set forth the value He placed upon His own, who were "bought with a price" (1 Cor. 6:20); His own

treasure hid i

n the great world of men, for which He gave His all. He sold all that He had and bought the field

(the world) that He might "take out of them a people for His name" (Acts 15:14). "For the joy that was set
before Him, He endured the cross," (Heb. 12:2) "not for our sins only, but also for the sins of the whole world"
(1 Jn. 2:2). He bought the whole world, that He might "purify unto Himself a peculiar people," (Titus 2:14) a

hid treasure,

which shall be manifested (Rom. 8:19) "in that day" when He shall come, "to be glorified in His

saints" (2 Thess. 1:10).

“expounded all things unto them privately when they were alone”

Mark
4:34

But without a parable spake he not unto them: and when they were alone, he expounded all
things to his disciples.
IR R i A R A R o e A A &

“bought with a price”

1 Corinthians
6:20

For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are
God's.
Ao A FE R ke oo om0 B AR DS H R

“take out of them a

people for His name”

Acts
15:14

Simeon hath declared how God at the first did visit the Gentiles, to take out of them a people
for his name.
A B AR AR - I L AP - B U A S AL - I e g

S

“for the joy that was set before Him..”

Hebrews
12:2

Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him
endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of
God.

L S S A A U R s T S G- s S ol S S R U B R S s B
BR) o B FIUVR B R G o F R g LB L E L FESE R
L A F R

“nor for our sins only...”

1 John
2:2

And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole

world.
WL A PR F e X > A R H LA PR s L F X T4 B
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“purify unto Himself a peculiar people...”

Titus Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a
2:14 peculiar people, zealous of good works.
SIS T L T - I »Q;ﬁ%;kfrvsﬁgép—hﬂt E o 2 FoE AP o & Fp o oin
S B
“manifested”
Romans For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of God.
8:19 R A 3 I I N R
In the parable of The Pearl the same thought is set forth. "Christ also loved the church and gave
Himself for it; that He might present it to Himself a glorious church." (Eph. 5:27) He sold all that He had and
bought it.
Ephesians That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such
5:27 thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish.

PR e o TR EH SR E T RS BRRFTHFDE 2 LFF
i B A

4. THE CONSUMMATION OF THE KINGDOM. The seventh parable, The Dragnet, concludes the group, and
predicts the final consummation of the kingdom. The mixed state of affairs cannot and will not continue
forever; the day of separation, and the coronation of the King, must come. "Then shall the righteous shine
forth as the sun" (vs. 43): those who have heard the Word and received it with joy, making it a part of their

lives.

The net gathered of every kind, and so is the kingdom. But in the end of this age the angels shall come
and make the separation. Again we note that it is the wicked that are severed from among the just, and cast

into the fire.

The unconscious, or unobserved growth of the kingdom is set forth in Mark 4:26-29. A man sows his
seed and the fruit is produced, he knows not how (John 3:8), but "of herself" the earth brings forth; because of
God's creative power it never fails: "first the blade, then the ear, then the full corn." And as soon as the fruit is
perfected, immediately the man puts in his sickle, "because the harvest is come." As soon as the Church is
complete the Son of Man shall come and thrust in His sickle to reap His harvest (Rev. 14:15-16), which will be
followed by the harvest of wrath, which is also "fully ripe." (Rev. 14:18-19)

The unconscious growth of the kingdom

Mark
4:26-29

%6 And he said, So is the kingdom of God, as if a man should cast seed into the ground;
<A R e A PR M R B D

2’ And should sleep, and rise night and day, and the seed should spring and grow up, he

knoweth not how.
2 e pE=f > 9 p oAk i%fﬁ?i’;f o £ FROA Fr % o8y B de RO #H

8 For the earth bringeth forth fruit of herself; first the blade, then the ear, after that the full

corn in the ear.
oA T AN R A B Y 8

bl

B R R R &R DT R

2% But when the fruit is brought forth, immediately he putteth in the sickle, because the harvest
iscome. # T H 7 o F* K7 4 X > F L g F g T
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he knows not how

John The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell

3:8 whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of the Spirit.”
B F AL R o e R R h R OE L groAoa @ 7% koo LR 3 T
F & 2 o 2 H et oo

reap His harvest

Revelation > And another angel came out of the temple, crying with a loud voice to him that sat on the

14:15,16 cloud, Thrust in thy sickle, and reap: for the time is come for thee to reap; for the harvest of
the earth is ripe.
S BN CEE S 3 S T S AT S-S IR ST - TRl
kfe @ 5 T A B RS KT 0 B hE e g RS .

18 And he that sat on the cloud thrust in his sickle on the earth; and the earth was reaped.
ROk B 2 b oo 3R R 7 P Ao o B b o B ff R A T BT e

“fully ripe”

Revelation 8 And another angel came out from the altar, which had power over fire; and cried with a loud

14:18,19 cry to him that had the sharp sickle, saying, Thrust in thy sharp sickle, and gather the clusters
of the vine of the earth; for her grapes are fully ripe.
A G- AR FHEY N R Ay EwE L o £ F R D B
Foorom &K ko P by F ook S+ o T 0§ F RGO

¥ And the angel thrust in his sickle into the earth, and gathered the vine of the earth, and cast

it into the great winepress of the wrath of God.
FR X fgif;#ﬁ7 oA B bt B B b F0F A Ak X ;ﬁﬁfgﬂo

When all the parables were finished Jesus said unto His disciples, "Have ye understood all these
things?" They answered "Yea, Lord," (vs. 51) but subsequent events showed that they had to learn some
things over and over again, and in the end it seemed they had comprehended very little of the tremendous
truth He had taught them, until after the descent of the Holy Spirit. However, receiving their reply, He
immediately put upon them the responsibility of service (vs. 52). Everyone who is instructed unto the
kingdom is responsible to pass the treasure on to others. For "no man when he hath lighted a candle covereth
it, but setteth it on a candlestick, that they which are entering in may see the light." (Lk. 8:16)

“Have ye understood all these things?”

Matthew Jesus saith unto them, Have ye understood all these things? They say unto him, Yea, Lord.
13:51 R e A A R R A A

the responsibility of service

Matthew Then said he unto them, Therefore every scribe which is instructed unto the kingdom of
13:52 heaven is like unto a man that is an householder, which bringeth forth out of his treasure

things new and old.
T B AR SR CH S O E oA £ R g &

Fok o
“..they which are entering in may see the light”
Luke No man, when he hath lighted a candle, covereth it with a vessel, or putteth it under a bed;
8:16 but setteth it on a candlestick, that they which enter in may see the light.
A P4 BB Y B F o oo & A KK T o 2 E % d oo v ko
Z 8 2 sk o
F] ot
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What does Jesus say about “light”

[move #19] Sermon on the Mount

[move #23] Parables By the Sea

Matthew 5:14-16

Mark 4:21-22

Luke 8:16-17

“Ye are the light of the world. A
city that is set on an hill cannot be
hid.

o B ook oo 33 A
e bOER R RO e o
Neither do men light a candle,
and put it under a bushel, but on a
candlestick; and it giveth light unto

all that are in the house.

L n g d Lo PR A -
Fo 1 A o

'8 et your light so shine before
men, that they may see your good
works, and glorify your Father
which is in heaven.

oo k4 F BB oA A
Fooowd irﬂ‘—g LI A= S =
ORI B T R A

o X

2L And he said unto them, Is a
candle brought to be put under a
bushel, or under a bed? and not to
be set on a candlestick?

I S T A A
BoP LR R AS R TR R
BRI A S

2For there is nothing hid, which
shall not be manifested; neither
was any thing kept secret, but that
it should come abroad.

Fl iR R R DE LG MK
Bk oeh o k@ P E 0 R}
I S LR S £

®No man, when he hath lighted a
candle, covereth it with a vessel, or
putteth it under a bed; but setteth
it on a candlestick, that they which
enter in may see the light.

F oA B E oY Box ¥ o4
A% bR R T O 2 I % b
A S S O O T )
32k o

Y For nothing is secret, that shall
not be made manifest; neither any
thing hid, that shall not be known
and come abroad.

Fl s R FE LG O R
koeh s E R hE L3 AR
EU S SR 1 = s I

As usual our Lord closed with a warning: "Take heed, therefore, how ye hear" (Lk. 8:18).

Luke

8:18
L DA % SR A/ A 4

fa‘g’],l‘/.;f;\“ﬁ_’rﬁ’
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Take heed therefore how ye hear: for whosoever hath, to him shall be given; and whosoever
hath not, from him shall be taken even that which he seemeth to have.

o E R S Rl R v o BB BB T o i

"And many such parables spake He unto them, as they were able to hear"(Mk. 4:33). And after these
things He went out to the seashore again.

Mark
4:33

oGk *F S

And with many such parables spake he the word unto them, as they were able to hear it.
o N . T A R A T

MEDITATION

"The seed which a Man sowed in his field." (vs. 31) "This is my Father's world." (ymn) Satan rules as a
usurper now, but "when He shall come whose right it is to reign," (Eze. 21:27) He "shall put all enemies under

His feet." (1 Cor. 15:25)

“The seed which a Man sowed in his field”

Matthew
13:31

L S

Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is like to a grain of
mustard seed, which a man took, and sowed in his field:
O A I L A

£ 2 & v @ o
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“...whose right it is to reigh”

Ezekiel | will overturn, overturn, overturn, it: and it shall be no more, until he come whose right it is;
21:27 and | will give it him.
A e BTRMERER A MR TR %A LG 0B F R R
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“shall put all enemies under His feet”

1 Corinthians | For he must reign, till he hath put all enemies under his feet.
15:25 Fl i A E e & v 3 o B A f - W R A BT

It is more important to be ready for the Kingdom than to know how and when it will be consummated.

The kingdom is for all who will enter, from every station of life. The wheat and tares speak of the
farmer; the leaven of the housewife; the purchase of the field, the business man; the pearl, the merchant or
the man of riches; the dragnet, the fisherman.

"First the blade, then the ear, then the full corn in the ear,” (Mk. 4:28) The Master does not expect us to
be full grown saints as soon as we are born into the Kingdom, but we can be the perfect blade, the perfect ear,
and at last the full corn, when we have grown up into all the fullness of the stature of Christ. "Be ye therefore
perfect." (Mt. 5:48)

Matthew Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.
5:48 LNV L - A N A S SR T -

We cannot be lazy farmers: we must gather in God's harvests. There is no true Christianity without
harvest gathering. Education minus evangelism can be as fruitless as paganism.

There is a right place for sowing the seed: in the heart, not the brain; the latter is too cold. How many
have been won to Christ solely by argument? And the heart's harvest is produced by only one method of
cultivation, namely, Love.

There is a right time for sowing: the gospel Seed is best planted when the heart is young and tender.
Age will perform the promises of youth; as the twig is bent, so is the tree inclined.

In spite of the tares, the Kingdom has flourished down through the age. It is a heavenly kingdom, and
Christ, the King, has "all power in heaven and in earth," (Mt. 28:18) and will bring things out right in the end.
He reigns over His loyal subjects and overrules their failures and seeming defeats. The wheat enjoys the care
of the Householder, and if we seek first His kingdom, all other things shall be added unto us. (Mt. 6:33) If He
does not have authority over even the smallest matters in our lives, we have no right to be called wheat.

“all power in heaven and in earth”

Matthew And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, “All power is given unto me in heaven and in
28:18 earth.

I SO N S S - A S N S BN I A
“seek first His Kingdom...”
Matthew But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added
6:33 unto you.

A T N B R T R L T R A




‘From the GreeH: "tares" is not from a Greek, but an oriental term. The Arabic word comes from a root

meaning "nausea," and the grains of the plant if eaten produce vomiting, convulsions, and even death. This is

suitable, for in the harvest the false professors in the kingdom will be "spued out" by our Lord.

STUDY

Which is more readily accepted: a direct statement of truth, or that set forth in a parable? What is the
meaning of a parable? Do you think Jesus did not want some of His audience to understand what He was
saying about the kingdom? What did the disciples get from the parables, that the others could not understand?
In the Parable of the Sower, which of the four who heard the Word were saved and which were lost? What
does the burning of the tares signify? Was Jesus thinking of His small group as the leaven that should spread
over Jerusalem, Samaria and finally throughout the world, or did He refer to each individual who would
receive the apparently small seed which should finally dominate his whole life, with its every problem? Is the
kingdom the same as the church? Do you think the disciples fully understood the plan of God for this age,

when they heard these parables? How could the prophets write what they did not understand?
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REVIEW

Questions

Answers

1.

What was the nature of the Master's teaching up to
this time?

Direct statement of truth.

2. What new aspect now appears? Jesus’ message was framed in words the common people would
readily understand.
3. What was the occasion for the change? Jesus’ message had been largely rejected by the Jewish leaders, and

great multitude had gathered, clamoring to see and hear the Great
Teacher.

. Where was He teaching in the last Move?

Capernaum

5. Where in this lesson? By the seaside
6. What kind of an audience gathered? A great multitude
7. What did He use for a pulpit? A boat
8. What new method of teaching was introduced at this Parables
time?
9. What prophecy was He fulfilling in this method? Psalm 78:2

10

. What is a parable?

A parable is a story or narrative used to illustrate spiritual truth.

11.

What are the advantages and disadvantages of
parabolic teaching?

Advantage: A story will remain longer in the memory. Easier to
understand the truth illustrated by a story.
Disadvantage: Open to individual interpretation.

12. To whom were the parables addressed principally? The multitude

13. Why? Because the multitude could not understand the truth set forth in a
direct way.

14. How did Jesus explain this to His disciples? Jesus explained this to His disciples privately.

15.

What prophecy did He say the people of that
generation were fulfilling?

Isaiah 6:9,10

16. Why had these kingdom "mysteries" not been For the time had not yet come
revealed before?
17. Were those who heard them especially favored? Yes
18. Did any of the prophets write concerning them? Yes
19. Did they understand them? No
20. Why? They knew it was not for themselves, but they did not know the
“time”.
21. How can one understand the mysteries of the By receiving the “word of the kingdom”

kingdom now?
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22.

How many parables in this group?

7 parables

23.

What do they set forth?

The Kingdom of Heaven

24,

What is the basic parable of the group?

The parable of the sower

25.

Give the interpretation.

The hearing of the word and the way it is received.

26.

What is the seed?

The Word of God

27.

How many kinds of soil are mentioned?

4 kinds of soil

28.

What was the result in each case?

The seed by the wayside is lost; the one on the rocky places falls
away; the one among thorns is unfruitful. Only the one in good
ground bring forth fruits.

29.

What are some of the things that hinder the growth
of the seed?

Cares of this world, the deceitfulness of riches and the lusts of
pleasures

30.

What causes one to "fall away"?

When affliction or persecution for the Word’s sake arises

31.

Why do some bring forth no fruit to perfection?

The cares and riches and pleasures of this life choke it.

32.

Is the seed the same in the parable of the tares?

No

33.

What are the tares?

The children of the wicked one, i.e. all them that offend and do
iniquity

34.

Who is the enemy who sows tares in the Kingdom?

The devil

35.

Why does the Lord allow them to grow?

Because Christ, the king of the heavenly kingdom, has all power, and
will bring things out right in the end.

36. When will the separation be made? The harvest time, i.e. the end of the world
37. By whom? God’s angels

38. What will be done with the tares? The tares will be cast into a furnace of fire
39. The wheat? The wheat will be gathered up into the barn
40. How many gospel writers give the Parable of the Only Matthew

Tares?

41.

What aspect of the kingdom do these two basic
parables set forth?

They set forth the manner of the establishment of the kingdom

42.

What do the next two set forth?

The extensioin of the kingdom

43.

Name them.

The Mustard Seed and the Leaven

44,

Give your interpretation.

The parable of the Mustard Seed shows that, although its beginning
was insignificant, it was to grow to great proportions.

The parable of the Leaven shows that the extension of the kingdom
was to be accomplished unobtrusively.
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45.

Where were the first four spoken?

By the seaside

46. Where did Jesus go then? Into the house with the disciples

47. What did He do about the multitude of people? He sent them away

48. Name the next two parables. The Hid Treasure and the Pearl of Great Price

49. To whom were they addressed? His disciples

50. Why? For His disciples were His hid treasuer hid in the great world of men,
for which He gave His all.

51. What did they set forth concerning the kingdom? The value of the Kingdom

52.

Give the meaning.

Jesus sold all that He had and brought the field (the world) that He
might “take out of them a people for His name”.

53.

What personal application should be made?

We ought to let Christ be glorified in us

54,

What was the seventh parable?

The Dragnet

55.

What does it predict?

It predicts the final consummation of the kingdom

56.

What kind were gathered in the dragnet?

Every kind

57.

Who makes the separation?

The angels of God

58.

Which parables were interpreted by our Lord?

The Sower and the Tares

59.

What is taught by "first the blade, then the ear, then
the full corn"?

The master does not expect us to be full grown saints as soon as we
are born into the Kingdom, but we can be the perfect blade, the
perfect ear, and at last the full corn, when we have grown up into all
the fullness of the stature of Christ.

60.

What causes this?

God’s creative power

61.

When is the harvest?

The end of the world

62.

Did the Lord speak other parables?

Yes

63.

What guestion did He ask His disciples when He had
finished teaching?

“Have ye understood all these things?”

64.

What did they answer?

“Yea, Lord”

65.

What responsibility did He place upon them?

The responsibility of service. Everyone who is instructed unto the
kingdom is responsible to pass the treasure on to others.

66.

What warning was given them?

“Take heed, therefore, how ye hear”

67.

Where did Jesus then go?

He went back to the seashore again
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