JESUS tHe CHRIST

09/04/12

THE TWENTY-FIRST MOVE OF JESUS

Raises the Dead

Matthew 11:2-30; Luke 7:11-35

Luke 7:11-17

JEsus RAISEs A WIDOW’S SON

' And it came to pass the day after, that he went into a city called Nain; and many of his disciples went with

him, and much people.
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2 Now when he came nigh to the gate of the city, behold, there was a dead man carried out, the only son of
his mother, and she was a widow: and much people of the city was with her.
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13 And when the Lord saw her, he had compassion on her, and said unto her, Weep not.

i‘p‘i?"%ﬁ"ﬁ*ﬂ'h‘?@'ﬁf*" I O

3 &

B

% And he came and touched the bier: and they that bare him stood still. And he said, Young man, | say unto

thee, Arise.
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> And he that was dead sat up, and began to speak. And he delivered him to his mother.
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' And there came a fear on all: and they glorified God, saying, That a great prophet is risen up among us; and,

That God hath visited his people.
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7 And this rumour of him went forth throughout all Judaea, and throughout all the region round about.
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JESUS AND JOHN THE BAPTIST

Matthew 11:2-19

Luke 7:18-35

Now when John had heard in the prison the works of
Christ, he sent two of his disciples,
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3And said unto him, Art thou he that should come, or
do we look for another?
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BAnd the disciples of John shewed him of all these
things.
IR AL S A L R

®And John calling unto him two of his disciples sent
them to Jesus, saying, Art thou he that should come?
or look we for another?
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%Jesus answered and said unto them, Go and shew
John again those things which ye do hear and see:
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>The blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, the
lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are
raised up, and the poor have the gospel preached to
them.
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®And blessed is he, whosoever shall not be offended
in me.
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’And as they departed, Jesus began to say unto the

multitudes concerning John, What went ye out into
the wilderness to see? A reed shaken with the wind?
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8But what went ye out for to see? A man clothed in
soft raiment? behold, they that wear soft clothing are

in kings' houses.
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But what went ye out for to see? A prophet? yea, |
say unto you, and more than a prophet.
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For this is he, of whom it is written valachi 3:1),
Behold, | send my messenger before thy face, which
shall prepare thy way before thee.
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Myerily I say unto you, Among them that are born of
women there hath not risen a greater than John the
Baptist: notwithstanding he that is least in the

kingdom of heaven is greater than he.
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2\When the men were come unto him, they said, John
Baptist hath sent us unto thee, saying, Art thou he
that should come? or look we for another?
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2LAnd in that same hour he cured many of their
infirmities and plagues, and of evil spirits; and unto

many that were blind he gave sight.
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2Then Jesus answering said unto them, Go your way,
and tell John what things ye have seen and heard;
how that the blind see, the lame walk, the lepers are
cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, to the
poor the gospel is preached.
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2ZAnd blessed is he, whosoever shall not be offended
in me.
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2And when the messengers of John were departed,
he began to speak unto the people concerning John,
What went ye out into the wilderness for to see? A
reed shaken with the wind?
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Z>But what went ye out for to see? A man clothed in
soft raiment? Behold, they which are gorgeously
apparelled, and live delicately, are in kings' courts.
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°But what went ye out for to see? A prophet? Yea, |

say unto you, and much more than a prophet.
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2And from the days of John the Baptist until now the
kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, and the violent
take it by force.
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BEor all the prophets and the law prophesied until
John.
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¥and if ye will receive it, this is Elias (valachi 4:5), which
was for to come.
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BHe that hath ears to hear, let him hear.
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88ut whereunto shall I liken this generation? It is like
unto children sitting in the markets, and calling unto
their fellows,
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Y And saying, We have piped unto you, and ye have
not danced; we have mourned unto you, and ye have
not lamented.
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8Eor John came neither eating nor drinking, and they
say, He hath a devil.
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The Son of man came eating and drinking, and they
say, Behold a man gluttonous, and a winebibber, a
friend of publicans and sinners. But wisdom is

justified of her children. (sut wisdom is shown to be riht by its
results. nur) (Yet wisdom is justified by her deeds. esv)
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*'This is he, of whom it is written, Behold, | send my
messenger before thy face, which shall prepare thy
way before thee.
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?8For | say unto you, Among those that are born of
women there is not a greater prophet than John the
Baptist: but he that is least in the kingdom of God is
greater than he.
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2And all the people that heard him, and the
publicans, justified God, being baptized with the
baptism of John.
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39But the Pharisees and lawyers rejected the counsel
of God against themselves, being not baptized of him.
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31And the Lord said, Whereunto then shall | liken the
men of this generation? and to what are they like?
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32They are like unto children sitting in the
marketplace, and calling one to another, and saying,
We have piped unto you, and ye have not danced; we

have mourned to you, and ye have not wept.
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33For John the Baptist came neither eating bread nor
drinking wine; and ye say, He hath a devil.
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**The Son of man is come eating and drinking; and ye
say, Behold a gluttonous man, and a winebibber, a
friend of publicans and sinners!
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**But wisdom is justified of all her children.
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Matthew 11:20-24

JUDGMENT FOR THE UNBELIEVERS

Then began he to upbraid the cities wherein most of his mighty works were done, because they repented
not:
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> Woe unto thee, Chorazin! woe unto thee, Bethsaida! for if the mighty works, which were done in you, had
been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes.
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22But | say unto you, It shall be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the day of judgment, than for you.
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23 And thou, Capernaum, which art exalted unto heaven, shalt be brought down to hell: for if the mighty

works, which have been done in thee, had been done in Sodom, it would have remained until this day.
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2But | say unto you, That it shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the day of judgment, than for
thee.
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JESUS’ PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Matthew 11:25-27 Luke 10:21,22 [move #36]

25 At that time Jesus answered and said, L|n that hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit, and said,

| thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, | thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that

because thou hast hid these things from the wise and | thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent,

prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes. and hast revealed them unto babes: even so, Father;
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gﬁffﬁx!ﬂf;mﬂ:ﬂ-l%lgivﬁﬂﬂgwixik)j‘ J}E}m;ﬂ;,mgpﬁjﬁ;g{%@@;%ﬁg,

oAz koo B3 g M0k o WK 0 X K oA o0 AR B | 7 O
R A N o

26 . i i i Bz o BN Ok o % R | E s F Lok oeh

Even so, Father: for so it seemed good in thy sight. = B b ‘
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27 All things are delivered unto me of my Father: and | >>All things are delivered to me of my Father: and no

no man knoweth the Son, but the Father; neither man knoweth who the Son is, but the Father; and
knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, and he to | who the Father is, but the Son, and he to whom the
whomsoever the Son will reveal him. Son will reveal him.
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Matthew 11:28-30

%8 Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and | will give you rest.
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»Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for | am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your

souls.
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% For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.
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JESUS tHe CHRIST THE TWENTY-FIRST MOVE OF JESUS

RAISES THE DEAD

Nain

Matthew 11:2-30; Luke 7:11-35

CONNECTION

The great throng of people who followed Jesus down from the mountain and to the home of the
centurion in Capernaum evidently remained near Him and His disciples, for the next day "much people" were
on hand and "went with Him" (Lk. 7:11) to the little city of Nain, a journey of perhaps twenty miles, which
would have been a long, hard day's walk. The Sea of Galilee lies more than five hundred feet below sea level,
and as this incident occurred probably in the late summer or early fall, the weather was undoubtedly very hot.
For this reason Jesus and His disciples probably started their journey in the very early morning, while it was
still cool, which would indicate that the crowd must have spent the night in Capernaum. If they had not
started very early, they could hardly have arrived in Nain before night, which would have been too late an
hour for a funeral procession to be taking place. In those days a burial usually took place the same day that
death occurred.

Luke And it came to pass the day after, that he went into a city called Nain; and many of his disciples
7:11 went with him, and much people.
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The multitude were no doubt very enthusiastic, for the day before they had seen the messenger hurry
from the house of the centurion with the cry that the servant, who had been so violently ill, had been instantly
healed. No doubt there was great joy in the company, and perhaps even hilarious cheering and praise.

We have no other information concerning the trip to Nain, but it is significant because of the fact that
it was the first instance we have of Jesus raising the dead. It is also interesting to note that it took place in the
vicinity«:r(» %) of Shunemz z, the same locality where the prophet Elisha raised the son of the Shunammite
(2 Kings 4:32-37), the "great woman" (2 Kings 4:8) who befriended the prophet.

“great woman”

2 Kings And it fell on a day, that Elisha passed to Shunem, where was a great woman; and she
4:8 constrained him to eat bread. And so it was, that as oft as he passed by, he turned in thither to
eat bread.
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Elisha raised the son of the Shunammite

2 Kings 4:32-37

32 And when Elisha was come into the house, behold, the child was dead, and laid upon his bed.
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3*He went in therefore, and shut the door upon them twain, and prayed unto the LORD.
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3* And he went up, and lay upon the child, and put his mouth upon his mouth, and his eyes upon his eyes, and
his hands upon his hands: and stretched himself upon the child; and the flesh of the child waxed warm.
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>Then he returned, and walked in the house to and fro; and went up, and stretched himself upon him: and
the child sneezed seven times, and the child opened his eyes.
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35 And he called Gehazi, and said, Call this Shunammite. So he called her. And when she was come in unto

him, he said, Take up thy son.
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3" Then she went in, and fell at his feet, and bowed herself to the ground, and took up her son, and went out.
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The great works that the Master was doing were becoming more and more startling, and now He had
even raised the dead. The rumours spread throughout all Judea and the region round about, and the disciples
of John the Baptist carried the news to him in the prison, where he had been for nearly a year.

It was just before Jesus began His public ministry, in Move 11, that "Herod himself had laid hold upon
John and cast him into prison" (Matt. 14:1-5). This was the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar.
Herod Antipas, son of Herod the Great, the wicked monarch who ruled in the time of Jesus' birth, was tetrarch
of Galilee, and his half brother Philip was tetrarch of Iturea. Herod had taken his brother Philip's wife,
Herodias, and John "kept saying" to him that it was not lawful for him to have her (Lev. 18:16), (thus showing
that the moral law of God applies not only to the Jews, but to all men). John also reproved Herod for "all the
other things that he had done," but he "added yet this above all, that he shut up John in prison" (Lk. 3:19,20).
Herodias hated him because he had spoken against her, and wanted him put to death, but Herod feared the
multitude because they counted John a prophet, and he "knew he was a just and holy man, so he kept him
safely in the prison and observed him, and heard him gladly, and did many things" (Mk. 6:20) for him.

“Herod himself had laid hold...”

Matthew 14:1-5

'At that time Herod the tetrarch heard of the fame of Jesus,
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2And said unto his servants, “This is John the Baptist; he is risen from the dead; and therefore mighty works
do shew forth themselves in him.”
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3For Herod had laid hold on John, and bound him, and put him in prison for Herodias' sake, his brother Philip's
wife.
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“For John said unto him, “It is not lawful for thee to have her.”
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>And when he would have put him to death, he feared the multitude, because they counted him as a prophet.
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not lawful

Leviticus Thou shalt not uncover the nakedness of thy brother's wife: it is thy brother's nakedness.
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John reproved Herod...

Luke YBut Herod the tetrarch, being reproved by him for Herodias his brother Philip's wife, and for
3:19-20 all the evils which Herod had done,
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2°aAdded yet this above all, that he shut up John in prison.
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Herod knew John was a just and holy man

Mark For Herod feared John, knowing that he was a just man and an holy, and observed him; and
6:20 when he heard him, he did many things, and heard him gladly.
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We do not know how often John's disciples were allowed to visit him in his prison, but hearing of the
mighty works Jesus was doing he sent for two of his disciples and asked them to carry a message to the
Master and ask for a definite reply. He was not disappointed. Jesus not only sent him the answer but a
blessing as well, and highly commended him to the people. Those who had repented accepted His words, but
the Pharisees rejected, (Lk. 7:29,30) and Jesus began to warn them of judgment to come. He also denounced
the cities where He had been working, and it appears that from this time His invitation was extended not only
to His own people, the Jews, but to any man who would come unto Him.

We do not know just where the disciples of John met Jesus with their request, but probably after He
had returned to Capernaum, which was one of the cities that received such a terrible denunciation because of
their unbelief.

DISCUSSION

Nearing the little city of Nain the great crowd that followed Jesus and His disciples were met at the
gate of the town by another crowd, a funeral procession bearing a dead man outside the city gate to be buried.
The young man who had died was the only son of a widow, and when Jesus saw her weeping He was moved
with compassion and sympathy. He said unto her "Weep not," (Lk. 7:13) and, setting aside the laws of
defilement with the dead, he stepped forward and touched the bier. Many people of the city had
accompanied the poor widow to the burial, and she was evidently a good woman and well thought of. We can
imagine the astonishment of the combined throngs of people when Jesus spoke to the dead man and said,
"Young man, | say unto thee, Arise." (Lk. 7:14) And more astonishing still, the young man obeyed and began to
sit up, and to speak. This was the greatest miracle that had yet been wrought by Jesus and great fear came
upon all that witnessed it. They realized that God had indeed visited His people, when He had sent one that
could command life from the dead, and they glorified God, and said that a great prophet had arisen in their
midst.

“Weep not”
Luke And when the Lord saw her, he had compassion on her, and said unto her, Weep not.
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“Arise”

Luke
7:14

And he came and touched the bier: and they that bare him stood still. And he said, Young man,
| say unto thee, Arise.
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The people of the town had been sympathetic toward the poor widow in her sorrow, and were
standing by her in her mourning over her only son, but the sympathy of Jesus meant infinitely more, for He
not only had compassion on her tears and her bereavement, but He had the divine power to alleviate her
sorrow and to meet her need. He is the Resurrection and the Life (Jn. 11:25), and with a word He brought new
life to the young man and restored him to the bosom of his mother. Jesus always was moved by suffering
humanity; indeed He had been anointed of the Lord for that very purpose, that He might meet their needs;
and that was the evidence He sent to John to prove His Messiahship.

John
11:25

Jesus said unto her, | am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were
dead, yet shall he live:
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Rumours of this mighty act of resurrection spread like wildfire through the district and throughout all
Judea and the region round about. The disciples of John carried the news to him, and it would seem that
instead of doubts there would have been a certainty in his heart that nothing could shake. But we know
nothing of the terrible testings through which he had passed, shut away alone in a gloomy Roman prison,
where the cruel Tempter would use every device to undermine the faith of the great Forerunner. No doubt
his disciples had kept him informed from time to time of what Jesus was doing, and His miracles, but he would
hear also of the opposition, and evidently doubts began to creep into his mind when he heard nothing of Jesus
taking over the reins of government, or setting up His kingdom. Perhaps he wondered if he had made a
mistake in giving up his own power with the people, in order that Jesus might "increase," (Jn. 3:30) while he
languished;s = in prison. However, he could not forget the sign given him of God, at the time of Jesus' baptism,
when the Holy Spirit descended upon Him in the form of a dove; and when he heard of the mighty works that
were being done, and the tremendous crowds that followed Jesus, and the reports being circulated that He
was a mighty prophet and God had visited His people, he began to take heart again. It may be that he could
no longer bear the awful uncertainty alone, and had determined to share his doubts with the One who was
always so compassionate and understanding. He sent for two of his trusted disciples who had been faithful in
standing by him in his bonds, and sent them to Jesus with a definite request: "Art thou He that should come,
or look we for another?"(Mt. 11:3; Lk. 7:19) We must remember that from the beginning of Jesus' public
ministry John had been in prison, and it may have been only occasionally his disciples were able to visit him,
and tell him what Jesus was doing.

“increase”

John He must increase, but | must decrease.
3:30 [ gi H_{_ PR AV 'Af\‘, ,?%f:( ° N
“Art thou he..”

Matthew 11:3 Luke 7:19

And said unto him, Art thou he that should come, or
do we look for another?
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And John calling unto him two of his disciples sent
them to Jesus, saying, Art thou he that should come?
or look we for another?
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When the two came to Jesus with their question, He was "in that same hour" (Lk. 7:21) healing many of
their infirmities, casting out evil spirits and restoring sight to the blind. He performed before their eyes the
works which proved His identity, and for which He had been specially anointed of the Lord, as He had declared
in the synagogue at Nazareth (Lk. 4:18,19). Then He turned to John's disciples and told them to go their way
and tell John that they had seen the fulfillment of Isaiah's prophecy (Isa.61:1,2), as the evidence that He was
indeed the Messiah. The blind received sight, the lame walked, lepers were cleansed, the dead were raised,
and the poor had the gospel preached to them.

“in that same hour”

Luke And in that same hour he cured many of their infirmities and plagues, and of evil spirits; and
7:21 unto many that were blind he gave sight.

AT I LN YPEN gii’ﬁ:)i:/l;s_’rﬁ’ £ % R B E R HF D R
A I N

the fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy

Luke 4:18,19 Isaiah 61:1,2

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; because the
anointed me to LORD hath anointed me to

preach the gospel to the poor; preach good tidings unto the meek;

he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted,———he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,

to preach deliverance to the captives, to proclaim liberty to the captives,

and recovering of sight to the blind, /\rand the opening of the prison to them that are bound;

to set at liberty them that are bruised, /\rTo proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD,
To preach the acceptable year of the Lord. and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all

i F oL o T4 o o F F oA, e that mourn;
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How gracious the Lord was in sending His tried and tested friend a direct answer! There was no rebuke
or criticism for his doubts, but the assurance that He was "the One that should come," and the evidence to
prove it. And then He added a blessing as well: "Blessed is he, whosoever shall not be offended in Me." (Mt.
11:6; Lk.7:23) He knew that John would not be offended; He knew that he was willing to "decrease," to endure
imprisonment, and that he would be true to the end, and would soon give his life, as the first martyr for the
cause of the One he had announced to the world.

Matthew 11:6 Luke 7:23

And blessed is he, whosoever shall not be offended in | And blessed is he, whosoever shall not be offended in
me. me.
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When we pass through the furnace of affliction or of trial it is easy to become offended because of our
Lord's dealings with us, but it is when we are shut up to faith alone that we learn what faith really is. It may be
that John had expected that Jesus, with His increased power, would be able to do something to have him
released from prison. But Jesus sent him no encouragement to that end. The message He sent was, "Do not
be offended in Me, whatever comes." [t is only in eternity that we shall understand the meaning of all God's
purposes, but when we cannot understand we can trust and believe.
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No doubt John was also concerned for the welfare of his disciples; and in sending them to Jesus knew
that they themselves would be convinced of His Messiahship. He would have been aware that unless Jesus
was able to do something for him, his life would soon be in danger, and he did not want his disciples to be as
sheep without a shepherd, but desired that they should give their wholehearted allegiance to Jesus. John had
made many disciples, and some of them had returned to other parts of the country before Jesus began His
ministry, and therefore had not known the Messiah. Twenty years or more later the Apostle Paul re-baptized
a group of them, into the name of Jesus, at Ephesus (Acts 19:3).

Acts 19:1-7

'And it came to pass, that, while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul having passed through the upper coasts came to
Ephesus: and finding certain disciples,
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He said unto them, “Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed?” And they said unto him, “We have
not so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost.”
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3And he said unto them, “Unto what then were ye baptized?” And they said, “Unto John's baptism.”
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*Then said Paul, “John verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the people, that they

should believe on him which should come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus.”
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*When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.
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®And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them; and they spake with tongues,
and prophesied.
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’And all the men were about twelve.
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Just why Jesus waited until the disciples of John had departed before voicing His wonderful
commendation of the Baptist, is hard to understand. He did not send these words of praise as a message to
John, even in his distress. Our Lord does not spare us any of the requirements of sons of God. As He was, so
are we in this world. (1 John 4:17)

1 John Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of judgment: because
4:17 as he is, so are we in this world.
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To the multitude, however, Jesus left nothing unsaid concerning the high esteem in which He held His
loyal forerunner. Who was it you saw in the wilderness—a reed shaken by the wind? a man enjoying the
comforts of life and looking out for his own ease and comfort? No, those who are gorgeously clothed and live
delicately are in king's houses, not out in the wilderness sacrificing themselves for God. Did you go out to hear
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a prophet? Yes, you have seen more than a prophet. He was a prophet, but he was also the one who had
come to fulfill the Word of God in Malachi's prophecy: "Behold, | will send My messenger before Thy face,

which shall prepare Thy way before Thee." (Malachi 3:1; Mt. 11:10; Mk. 1:2; Lk 7:27)

Malachi 3:1

Matthew 11:10

Mark 1:2

Luke 7:27

Behold, I will send my
messenger, and he shall
prepare the way before
me: and the LORD, whom

For this is he, of whom it
is written, Behold, | send
my messenger before thy
face, which shall prepare

As it is written in the
prophets, Behold, | send
my messenger before thy
face, which shall prepare

This is he, of whom it is
written, Behold, | send
my messenger before thy
face, which shall prepare

ye seek, shall suddenly thy way before thee.
come to histemple, even | & & ¥ #® @ # &
the messenger of the 73; ¥ A h ,é X bW
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shall come, saith the
LORD of hosts.
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"This is he," said Jesus, the one who came to prepare the way for Me. John had said of Him, "This is
He" (John 1:30), and now He says the same of John: "This is he of whom it is written." (Mt. 11:10; Lk 7:27)

“This is he” said John the Baptist

John

1:30 before me.
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This is he of whom | said, After me cometh a man which is preferred before me: for he was
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"Verily (surely) | say unto you, among them that are born of women, there hath not risen a greater
than John." (Mt. 11:11; Lk. 7:28) No higher praise could have been given a man than Jesus gave to John the
Baptist. Jesus was just as loyal to John as John had been to Him. But, said Jesus, notwithstanding (inspite o this,
one who is in the kingdom of heaven is even greater. "He that is least in the kingdom is greater than he." We
should note here that while Matthew speaks of the "kingdom of heaven," Luke uses "kingdom of God,"
showing that the terms are used interchangeably and mean the same thing, the kingship of God in heaven

over his people on this earth.

Matthew 11:11

Luke 7:28

Verily | say unto you, Among them that are born of
women there hath not risen a greater than John the
Baptist: notwithstanding he that is least in the
kingdom of heaven is greater than he.
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For | say unto you, Among those that are born of
women there is not a greater prophet than John the
Baptist: but he that is least in the kingdom of God is
greater than he.
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He that is least in the kingdom is greater—not morally or spiritually greater, but has a greater position
in the purposes of God, for God has "prepared some better (greater) thing" for those in the kingdom (Heb.
11:39-40). Those that had preceded the coming of Christ and His kingdom "through faith obtained a good
report, but they received not the promise"—the promise of the Spirit (Gal. 3:14), poured out upon "all flesh"
in this dispensation (Acts 2:17). John was not permitted to enter the kingdom; he only announced it and
introduced the king. He belonged to the old dispensation, which was glorious, but the new is "more glorious."
(2 Cor. 3:11) "The law and the prophets were until John, but since that time the kingdom of God is preached,
and every man presseth into it." (Lk. 16:16) The prophets were to Israel, but "since that time" the prophecies
are fulfilled, the "promise" is being fulfilled (John 7:39) and it is for all who will "press into it"; it is "unto all and
upon all who believe" (Rom. 3:22); "unto you and your children and as many as the Lord shall call" (Acts 2:39).
The kingdom is now preached to all, to "every man," and "whosoever will may come." (Rev. 22:17)

“prepared some better thing”

Hebrews **And these all, having obtained a good report through faith, received not the promise:
11:39-40 T AR TR ETE R O P o0 v R B OF TR F

%0 God having provided some better thing for us, that they without us should not be made

perfect.
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“the promise of the Spirit”

Galatians That the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ; that we might

3:14 receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.
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“all flesh”
Acts And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, | will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh:
2:17 and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and
your old men shall dream dreams:
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“more glorious”

2 Corinthians | For if that which is done away was glorious, much more that which remaineth is glorious.

3:11 R E A R R S
“promise”

John (But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive: for the Holy
7:39 Ghost was not yet given; because that Jesus was not yet glorified.)
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“press into it”

Matthew 11:12-13 [move #21 Raises the Dead] Luke 16:16 [move #39 Preaching tour in Perea]

And from the days of John the Baptist until now the The law and the prophets were until John: since that
kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, and the violent | time the kingdom of God is preached, and every man

take it by force. For all the prophets and the law presseth into it.
prophesied until John. SRER A A L I I - - SN SEU R L B eI
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“unto all and upon all who believe”

Romans Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that
3:22 believe: for there is no difference:
R R RN ¥ S e N R R
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“unto you and your children”

Acts For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as
2:39 the LORD our God shall call.”
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“Whosoever will may come”

Revelation And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is
22:17 athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.
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"The violent take it by force." (Mt. 11:12) The violent would take Jesus by force and make Him a king
(John 6:15), because of His wonderful works; the violent pressed upon Him, bringing their sick and diseased
and demon possessed, demanding that He meet their needs; they insisted upon receiving the benefits of the
kingdom; only the violent are determined enough to "forsake all and follow Him." (Mt. 19:27)

“by force”
John When Jesus therefore perceived that they would come and take him by force, to make him a
6:15 king, he departed again into a mountain himself alone.
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“forsake all and follow Him”

Matthew Then answered Peter and said unto him, Behold, we have forsaken all, and followed thee;

19:27 what shall we have therefore?
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"This is he"—"Elias which was for to come" (Matt. 11:14). "If ye will receive it," said Jesus. He knew it
was difficult for them to understand the tremendous things He was revealing to them. "He that hath ears to
hear." (Mt. 11:15) He knew there were some who would receive the truth, those who had spiritual “ears” and
who were able to discern the purpose of God.

“This is Elias”

Matthew And if ye will receive it, this is Elias (valachi 4:5), which was for to come.
11:14 i E A xR RSE S R A&

“He that hath ears to hear”

Matthew He that hath ears to hear, let him hear.

11:15 I N o I

"This is Elias"—John had come "in the spirit and power of Elias" (Lk. 1:17). The Jews knew that he was
to come, but, said Jesus, when he came "they did to him whatever they listed" (Matt. 17:12-13). And it was
not long until they did the same unto Himself, the One for whom John had come to prepare the way.

“in the spirit and power of Elias”

Luke And he shall go before him in the spirit and power of Elias, to turn the hearts of the fathers to
1:17 the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just; to make ready a people prepared
for the Lord.
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“they did to him whatever they listed”

Matthew 2Byt I say unto you, That Elias is come already, and they knew him not, but have done unto

17:12-13 him whatsoever they listed. Likewise shall also the Son of man suffer of them.
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3 Then the disciples understood that he spake unto them of John the Baptist.
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He said, you have acted "like children sitting in the market place" (Mt. 11:16; Lk. 7:32). We have

fulfilled our part of God's program, but you have not recognized the time of His visitation, and have not
fulfilled your part. John was in the wilderness eating "locusts and wild honey," (Mt. 3:4; Mk. 1:6) and you said
he had a devil. Now | have mingled with you and have been eating and drinking with all classes of people, and
you call Me a glutton, and a friend of publicans and sinners only. But whether we are received or not, we are
in the eternal purpose of God, and Wisdom shall be justified of her own. (Mt. 11:18-19; Lk. 7:33-35) "Christ,

the Wisdom of God" (1 Cor. 1:24).

“like children sitting in the market place”

Matthew 11:16

Luke 7:32

But whereunto shall | liken this generation? It is like
unto children sitting in the markets, and calling unto
their fellows,

They are like unto children sitting in the marketplace,
and calling one to another, and saying, We have piped
unto you, and ye have not danced; we have mourned

sowo o d A e o 2 4 % 3 4 & | toyou, and ye have not wept.

w o ot o W L A A AR N - B SR U= S EN
o RO e 0§ s R A R AP iR
mE R iR A o W

“locusts and wild honey”

Matthew 3:4 Mark 1:6

And the same John had his raiment of camel's hair,
and a leathern girdle about his loins; and his meat
was locusts and wild honey.

And John was clothed with camel's hair, and with a
girdle of a skin about his loins; and he did eat locusts
and wild honey;
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“Wisdom shall be justified of her own”

Matthew 11:18-19 Luke 7:33-35

8Eor John came neither eating nor drinking, and they
say, He hath a devil.
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®The Son of man came eating and drinking, and they
say, Behold a man gluttonous, and a winebibber, a
friend of publicans and sinners. But wisdom is

33For John the Baptist came neither eating bread nor
drinking wine; and ye say, He hath a devil.
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**The Son of man is come eating and drinking; and ye
say, Behold a gluttonous man, and a winebibber, a

friend of publicans and sinners!
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“Christ, the Wisdom of God”

1 Corinthians
1:24

But unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the
wisdom of God.
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These were momentous words, and the people that "heard," that "had ears to hear," and the publicans,

"justified God." (Lk.7:29) Wisdom was justified by these.

They were the people who had the spirit of

repentance and had been baptized by John's baptism, which was "unto repentance" (Mt. 3:11) and the
remission of sins. (Mk. 1:4; Lk. 3:3) But the Pharisees and lawyers rejected the Lord's words, for they were
"not baptized" (Lk. 7:30)—there was no repentance toward God, nor faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ. (Acts
20:21; Heb. 6:1)

“justified God”
Luke 2And all the people that heard him, and the publicans, justified God, being baptized with the
7:29,30 baptism of John.
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39But the Pharisees and lawyers rejected the counsel of God against themselves, being not
baptized of him.
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“unto repentance”

Matthew 3:11 Mark 1:4 Luke 3:3

| indeed baptize you with water
unto repentance. but he that
cometh after me is mightier than |,
whose shoes | am not worthy to

John did baptize in the wilderness,
and preach the baptism of
repentance for the remission of
sins.

And he came into all the country
about Jordan, preaching the
baptism of repentance for the
remission of sins;

bear: he shall baptize you withthe | % & % » 5 #% &% 7 - & % Bk kI OH R P - A #
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"repentance toward God and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ"
Acts Testifying both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks, repentance toward God, and faith toward
20:21 our Lord Jesus Christ.
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Hebrews Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection; not
6:1 laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works, and of faith toward God,
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Jesus, realizing their unrepentant attitude, and knowing that they had rejected Him, then began to

upbraid them

for their unbelief (11:20). The three cities that came in for His bitter denunciation were

Chorazin, Bethsaida and Capernaum, the places where most of His mighty works had been done. There the
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nation of Israel had been tested and given their opportunity to receive the kingdom, but the leaders had
refused, and as a nation they were unrepentant. They had been "exalted to heaven" by the light received, the
presence of the King in their midst and all the mighty works that had been done, but because of unbelief they

should be "brought down to hell." Therefore, He said, "

it shall be more tolerable in that day for wicked Sodom,

and for Tyre and Sidon, which would have repented if they had had the same opportunity.” (Mt. 11:23,24)

“upbraid”
Matthew Then began he to upbraid the cities wherein most of his mighty works were done, because
11:20 they repented not:
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“exalted to heaven”

“brought down to hell”

Matthew 23 And thou, Capernaum, which art exalted unto heaven, shalt be brought down to hell: for if
11:23,24 the mighty works, which have been done in thee, had been done in Sodom, it would have
remained until this day.
Eal T S R S I S S G- L R S O O D BRI SO
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24 But | say unto you, That it shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the day of
judgment, than for thee.
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Then Jesus turned to His Father in prayer. His heart was broken by the rejection of His people and the
unbelief and opposition around Him, but His will was submissive to His heavenly Father and His attitude was
"Even so, Father, for so it seemed good in Thy sight." I/t seemed good to the Father that He should be rejected
and persecuted, and He was willing; He had "come to do God's will." (Ps.40:8; Jn. 4:34,6:38; Heb.10:7) God had

seen fit to reveal His truth to "babes,"

to the humble folk, and not to the leaders, those who considered

themselves "wise and prudent." (Mt. 11:25, 26; Lk 10:21)

“come to do God'’s will”

Psalm 40:8 John 4:34 John 6:38 Hebrews 10:7

| delight to do thy will, O my | Jesus saith unto them, My For | came down from Then said I, Lo, | come (in

God: yea, thy law is within meat is to do the will of him | heaven, not to do mine own | the volume of the book it is

my heart. that sent me, and to finish will, but the will of him that | written of me,) to do thy

EANE-CIE L T A .4 his work. sent me. will, O God.
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“babes” “wise and prudent”

Matthew 11:25-26

Luke 10:21 [Move #36]

25 At that time Jesus answered and said,

| thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth,
because thou hast hid these things from the wise and
prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes. Even
so, Father: for so it seemed good in thy sight.
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In that hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit, and said,

| thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that
thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent,
and hast revealed them unto babes: even so, Father;
for so it seemed good in thy sight.
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He again announced the authority given Him of His Father. All things were delivered into His hands
(Mt. 11:27; Lk. 10:22) and no one could come to the Father except through Him (John 14:6). But His desire
was that all should come, and the all-inclusive invitation was given. From this time He had a new message.
"Come unto Me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and | will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you." (Mt.
11:28-29) He never puts the yoke upon anyone. It must be taken voluntarily. If we would walk with Him and
serve Him we must willingly take His yoke, and learn of Him; learn the spirit of meekness, humility, patience
and resignation to God's will which always characterized His life. It is in this that the soul finds rest. He had
not where to lay down His head, and found rest only on the cross, when He laid down His life for others. There
is rest, in the way of the cross, for it is His way. His yoke is easy, and the burden is light when He carries it with
us. "He always takes the heavy end, and leaves the light to me."

All things were delivered into His hands

Matthew 11:27

Luke 10:22 [Move #36]

All things are delivered unto me of my Father: and no
man knoweth the Son, but the Father; neither
knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, and he to

All things are delivered to me of my Father: and no
man knoweth who the Son is, but the Father; and
who the Father is, but the Son, and he to whom the

whomsoever the Son will reveal him. Son will reveal him.
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no one could come to the Father except through Him

John Jesus saith unto him, | am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but
14:6 by me.
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MEDITATION

"Weep not." Jesus Himself had wept, and He knew the meaning of tears. Who can doubt that He shed
them on this occasion also?

"He had compassion on her." The gospel records are filled with evidences of the compassionate love
of Jesus for suffering humanity. His great heart overflowed with love and human sympathy, and in every
situation He met the need presented to Him. The world demands that the Christian should manifest the same
spirit of compassion. Men realize that this is the meaning and message of Christ's gospel. "Who follows in His
train?" (Daniel 11:43)

Daniel
11:43

But he shall have power over the treasures of gold and of silver, and over all the precious
things of Egypt: and the Libyans and the Ethiopians shall be at his steps. (k)

He shall become ruler of the treasures of gold and of silver, and all the precious things of
Egypt, and the Libyans and the Cushites shall follow in his train. (esv)
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"Go and tell John what things ye have seen and heard." (Mt. 11:4; Lk. 7:22) The "signs" of the Christ
were not the spectacular ones of the apocalypse, but the manifestation of divine power in meeting humanity's
needs. The blind received sight, the lame walked, the lepers were cleansed, the deaf heard, the dead were
raised, the hungry were fed, the thirsty were given the water of life, and the poor had the Gospel preached
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unto them. He healed the broken hearts, wept with those that wept, gave to the weary rest, and forgiveness
to the sin-sick, and in everything He gave thanks unto His Father.

Matthew 11:4 Luke 7:22

Jesus answered and said unto them, Go and shew Then Jesus answering said unto them, Go your way,
John again those things which ye do hear and see: and tell John what things ye have seen and heard;
ogkow ¥ oo o d o TR R 4T g how that the blind see, the lame walk, the lepers are
DI S

cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, to the
poor the gospel is preached.
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Jesus'

miracles were His parables in action. We believe in them because we believe in Him. The things

He said were demonstrated in the things that He did; and the things He did were explained by the things He
said. He was not only "a teacher come from God," (Jn. 3:2) but by His resurrection was declared to be "the
Son of God with power" (Rom. 1:4).

“a teacher come fro

m God”

John

The same came to Jesus by night, and said unto him, “Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher

3:2 come from God: for no man can do these miracles that thou doest, except God be with him”.
AR KR O ok oo o T R s A e i Ad R kIR e F] 3
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“the Son of God with power”

Romans
1:4

And declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the
resurrection from the dead:
B F L hF R O AELFE N xR EP AN 3

"He that was dead sat up." (Lk. 7:15) The Lord Jesus Christ "has the keys of death," (Rev. 1:18) and He

can open the

door and let the dead go free. He is Lord of death as well as of life, for He triumphed over death,

hell and the grave, and "destroyed him that had the power of death" (Heb. 2:14). "The dead that are in the

graves shall h

“He that was dead s

ear His voice and come forth." (Jn. 5:28,29)

at up”

Luke And he that was dead sat up, and began to speak. And he delivered him to his mother.

7:15 "‘5‘*%ﬂ‘%’ifﬁ%éoﬁfi,&vﬁf{#féQ.Zl\;féﬂ,ﬁ"—io

“has the keys of death”

Revelation | am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, | am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the
1:18 keys of hell and of death.

AR R F E o A o MR ET 0 B OF R AR GE g £ F S
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“destroyed him that

had the power of death”

Hebrews
2:14

Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took
part of the same; that through death he might destroy him that had the power of death, that
is, the devil;
ﬁaé%kﬁiwiﬁg,féiﬁaﬁ,;&é&1;@#1%&’#1&%%?&’;@73
¥ s B o
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“The dead that are in the graves...”

John Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his
5:28,29 voice, And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they
that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.
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"Art thou He that should come?" The Messianic hope cannot be downed. Sooner or later He must
appear. War may destroy, and sin defile, but men dream on of a better world to be. Hope springs eternal in
the human breast. Our hope is an "anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast, for it entereth into that within
the veil, whither our forerunner is for us entered, even Jesus." (Heb. 6:19-20)

Hebrews Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and stedfast, and which entereth into
6:19-20 that within the veil; Whither the forerunner is for us entered, even Jesus, made an high priest
for ever after the order of Melchisedec.
AP s o R RADE X TR E G D~ P e 0T A&
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"Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden." The people were weary of the burden of their
sins and the teaching of the Pharisees which did not meet their need. If our Gospel does not lift the load of sin,
it is no Gospel; but the Gospel of Christ is "the power of God unto salvation, to everyone that believeth" (Rom.
1:16). "Come..take..learn..rest." (Mt. 11:28,29)

“the power of God unto salvation...”

Romans For | am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to
1:16 every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.
AR ARG 5 B 1 AR A LM o R ge- Ao A L 4
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“Come..take...learn...rest”

Matthew Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and | will give you rest. Take my yoke
11:28,29 upon you, and learn of me; for | am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your
souls.
M E B E B AT R A Rk A RR R ER L A ek
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"Yea, though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death, | will fear no evil for Thou art with me."
(Ps. 23:4) Jesus met the sad funeral train, and turned it into a procession of praise and thanksgiving.

Psalm Yea, though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death, | will fear no evil: for thou art
23:4 with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.
A B R T A Feha B> J 2 o T F R AR A kR s ko
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‘From the GreeH: "easy" is from the verb "to use" and thus means "useable, manageable; good, mild,

pleasant." It is used of food and drink. Jesus' yoke, the doing of His will, is not hard and bitter, but sweet to

the taste of the one who loves Him. It is made "easy" by love (I John 5:3).

1 John For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his commandments are not
5:3 grievous.
R L Y
STUDY

Was there any special significance in the raising of the dead at this time? Did Jesus restore the man
because he was young, or because of his compassion for the mother, or to display His power to His disciples

and the crowd which followed Him? Can anyone raise the dead today? Why not?

Did John the Baptist really doubt that Jesus was the Messiah? How do you account for this, when God
had given him a special sign from heaven, and he himself had proclaimed Jesus to be the "Lamb of God"? Do
you think our Lord's answer to John satisfied him that He was the Messiah? Was Jesus giving a blessing, or a
warning, when He said "Blessed is he that shall not be offended in Me"? Why do you think Jesus waited until

John's disciples had departed before voicing His wonderful commendation of the Baptist?

How would you explain "the kingdom of God suffereth violence, and the violent take it by force"? Who

were the "babes" to whom the truth was revealed, and who were the "wise and prudent"?
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REVIEW

Questions

Answers

1.

Who went with Jesus to Nain?

Many of His disciples and much people.

. How far was it from Capernaum?

About 20 miles

. When they neared the town whom did they meet?

A funeral procession

. Where did the meeting take place?

The gate of the city Nain

. How many were with the widow woman?

Many people of the city was with her

. What did Jesus say unto her?

“Weep not”

. What did He do?

He stepped forward and touched the bier

. What did He say to the dead man?

“Young man, | say unto thee, Arise”

9.

What was the result?

The dead man sat up and began to speak

10.

How was this miracle received by the crowds of
people?

Great fear came upon all that witnessed it. They realized that God had
indeed visited His people and they glorified God, and said that a great
prophet had arisen in their midst.

11.

Who carried the message of Jesus' wonderful works to
John the Baptist?

The disciples of John

12.

Where was John? For what reason?

John was put in prison by Herod for Herodias’ sake. John has rebuked
Herod for taking Herodias, his brother’s wife.

13.

How long had he been there?

About a year

14.

What message did he send to Jesus?

“Art thou he that should come, or do we look for another?”

15.

What was Jesus doing at the time?

He cured many of their infirmities and plagues, and of evil spirits; and
unto many that were blind he gave sight.

16.

Did He send a direct answer to John?

Yes

17.

What was His message?

“Go your way, and tell John what things ye have seen and heard; how that the blind see,
the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, to the poor the
gospel is preached. And blessed is he, whosoever shall not be offended in me.”

18.

Why did He mention His works?

His works fulfilled Isaiah’s prophecy (Isa. 61:1,2) and were the evidence
to prove His Messiahship.

19.

Do you think John was offended in Jesus?

No

20.

What did Jesus say to the multitude about John?

He is more than a prophet and he is the “messenger” and “Elijah” that
Malachi prophesied.

21.

Did He hold John in high esteem?

Yes

22.

What prophecy did He say John had fulfilled?

Malachi 3:1, 4:5
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23.

Did He say John was a prophet?

Yes, more than a prophet

24,

Who did He say was greater than John?

He that is least in the kingdom of God is greater than John.

25.

Why?

They have a greater position in the purposes of God, for God has "prepared some better
(greater) thing" for those in the kingdom and John belonged to the old dispensation.

26.

What did He say concerning the law and the prophets?

All the prophets and the law prophesied until John.

27.

When did the new dispensation begin? Why?

After John the Baptist.

28.

What was John's mission?

John’s mission is to announce the kingdom and introduce the king.

29.

What was the nature of the kingdom?

The kingship of God in heaven over His people on earth

30.

Why did Jesus say the violent take it by force?

Only the violent will insist upon receiving the benefits of the kingdom
and determined enough to forsake all and follow Him.

31.

Whereunto (to which) did He liken that generation?

They are like children sitting in the marketplace.

32.

What did He mean?

The Jews have refused to accept that both John the Baptist and Jesus
have fulfilled their part of God's program. The Jews failed to recognize
the time of God’s visitation.

33.

Who received His message?

Those who had the spirit of repentance and had been baptized by
John's baptism, which was unto repentance and the remission of sins.

34.

Who rejected it? Why?

The Pharisees rejected for they refused to repent.

35.

Why did Jesus upbraid the cities where He had been
working?

Because of their unbelief

36.

What did He say of them?

“It shall be more tolerable in that day for wicked Sodom, and for Tyre and Sidon, which
would have repented if they had had the same opportunity.”

37.

Which cities were mentioned?

Chorazin, Bethsaida and Capernaum

38.

What was Jesus' prayer to His Father?

“I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because thou hast hid these things
from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes. Even so, Father: for so it
seemed good in thy sight.”

39.

What was Jesus' new message from this time?

“Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and | will give
you rest.”

40.

To whom was the invitation given?

To anyone who would come unto Him.

41.

What did He offer them?

Rest

42.

How was it to be obtained?

Take His yoke and learn of Him

43.

What is His yoke?

The yoke of discipleship

44,

What kind of rest did He speak of?

The rest in the soul.
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