JESUS He CHRIST
A Move by Move and Event by Eve

10/09/13

nt Account of The Life of Christ

(Arranged chronologically)

# | The move of Jesus Place Matthew | Mark Luke John
20 | Heals the Centurion’s Servant Capernaum 8:5-13 7:1-10
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Heals Centurion’s Servant
Matthew 8:5-13 Luke 7:1-10

>And when Jesus was entered into Capernaum, there
came unto him a centurion, beseeching him,
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®And saying, Lord, my servant lieth at home sick of the

palsy, grievously tormented.
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"And Jesus saith unto him, | will come and heal him.
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The centurion answered and said, Lord, | am not
worthy that thou shouldest come under my roof: but
speak the word only, and my servant shall be healed.
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For I am a man under authority, having soldiers under
me: and | say to this man, Go, and he goeth; and to
another, Come, and he cometh; and to my servant, Do
this, and he doeth it.
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Y\When Jesus heard it, he marvelled, and said to them
that followed, Verily | say unto you, | have not found
so great faith, no, not in Israel.
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“And I say unto you, That many shall come from the
east and west, and shall sit down with Abraham, and
Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven.
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'Now when he had ended all his sayings in the
audience of the people, he entered into Capernaum.
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2 And a certain centurion's servant, who was dear unto

him, was sick, and ready to die.
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3 And when he heard of Jesus, he sent unto him the

elders of the Jews, beseeching him that he would

come and heal his servant.
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* And when they came to Jesus, they besought him
instantly, saying, That he was worthy for whom he
should do this:
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>For he loveth our nation, and he hath built us a
synagogue.
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®Then Jesus went with them. And when he was now
not far from the house, the centurion sent friends to
him, saying unto him, Lord, trouble not thyself: for |
am not worthy that thou shouldest enter under my
roof:
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"Wherefore neither thought | myself worthy to come
unto thee: but say in a word, and my servant shall be

healed.
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2Byt the children of the kingdom shall be cast out into
outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing
of teeth.
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3And Jesus said unto the centurion, Go thy way; and
as thou hast believed, so be it done unto thee. And his
servant was healed in the selfsame hour.
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8For | also am a man set under authority, having under
me soldiers, and | say unto one, Go, and he goeth; and
to another, Come, and he cometh; and to my servant,

Do this, and he doeth it.
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9When Jesus heard these things, he marvelled at him,
and turned him about, and said unto the people that
followed him, | say unto you, | have not found so great
faith, no, not in Israel.
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19 And they that were sent, returning to the house,

found the servant whole that had been sick.
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Bible Teaching ¥ & & ¥

CONNECTION

In the last Move, after spending a night in prayer in the mountain Jesus called to Him His disciples and
chose twelve of them, whom He ordained as apostles. He then delivered the wonderful Sermon on the Mount,
giving them instructions as to the principles of the kingdom they were to preach. Vast throngs of people had
followed Him to the mount and He had healed many of their sick and cast out evil spirits. While His ministry
was to sick bodies as well as souls, for "Himself took our infirmities and bare our sicknesses," (Mt. 8:17) yet He
often had to withdraw from the crowds of sick folk in order to teach His disciples and preach the truth of His

kingdom.

“Himself took our infirmities and bare our sicknesses”

Matthew 8:17

Isaiah 53:4

That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias
the prophet (isaiah 53:4), saying, Himself took our
infirmities, and bare our sicknesses.
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Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our
sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of
God, and afflicted.
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The multitude who heard the Sermon on the Mount were astonished at His doctrine. They must have
seen Jesus in a new light, for they recognized that He spoke with an authority that the scribes did not have.
On His return from the mount, a distance of about five miles, the people thronged after Him into Capernaum,
where for some months He had been making His headquarters, and where many mighty works had taken

place.

It is here that Matthew records the healing of the leper, which was given by Mark in Move 15.

Matthew lists a whole series of miracles at this time, of various kinds. Some were healed simply by the words
of Jesus, some by the touch of His hand, some from a distance: the palsied, the fevered, the unclean. He also
cast out demons and even stilled the waves of the sea, showing His power over the elements.

Jesus’ teaching is different than the scribes’

Mark 1:21-22 [move #14] at Capernaum Synagogue

Matthew 7:28-29 [move #19] After Jesus’ Sermon on the Mont.

>And they went into Capernaum; and straightway on
the sabbath day he entered into the synagogue, and
taught.
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22And they were astonished at his doctrine: for he
taught them as one that had authority, and not as the

scribes.
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2And it came to pass, when Jesus had ended these
sayings, the people were astonished at his doctrine:
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®For he taught them as one having authority, and
not as the scribes.
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A miracle is the overcoming of natural law by supernatural power, not the suspension of that law. The
natural law is still in operation and not in the least affected. Gravitation is still in force when an airplane rises
from the ground, the same as when it descends, but another law, another power has overcome the law of

gravitation.




The miracles of Jesus had their source in another world, which we have no power to enter: the realm
of the supernatural, the spiritual, the eternal. There were forces accessible to Him of which we know nothing.
Just as the dog, lying on his master's hearth, is unaware of the higher world in which his master lives, so man
cannot enter into the realm of the infinite. Jesus was well acquainted with the supernatural, and used these
powers to give validity to His claims of Messiahship, and to make known His mission in the world. He came
from the world of the supernatural, the realm of the spirit, of the eternal, and for His own purposes He at
times overruled the natural laws of life.

The miracles have been objected to, on the grounds that they are unscientific, but the truth is that they
are too mysterious for us to explain, and so we say they are "unscientific." If we allow this objection to stand
we must, on the same grounds, deny the existence of matter, of life, mind, electricity, the law of gravitation,
etc., for all are too mysterious for even the greatest scientist to explain. Let us then believe that our God, who
created life, the world and all that is therein, can supersede His own laws at will. Through the miracles
performed by His Son He has revealed to us crumbs of His wonderful truth, and through the gospel, which "is
the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth," (Rom. 1:16) we have access to the realm of the
Spirit. "The law of the Spirit of Life in Christ Jesus hath made us free from the law of sin and death." (Rom. 8:2)
Here again is one law superseding another. Sin is not dead, but in Christ we are "dead to sin, and alive unto
God," (Rom. 6:11) through faith.

“the power of God unto salvation...”

Romans For | am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every
1:16 one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.
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“the law of the Spirit in Christ Jesus...”
Romans For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death.
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“dead to sin, and alive unto God”
Romans Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through
6:11 Jesus Christ our Lord.
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In the incident of the healing of the centurion's servant we have again set forth our Lord's response to
faith, and such faith as He had not yet found. He does not hesitate to commend it, before the multitude, and
makes it the occasion for a warning, that those who lack this faith will be cast out of His kingdom.

There are some differences in the accounts given by Matthew and Luke, but taking the two together
we have the complete story.

DISCUSSION

It appears that the centurion was waiting for Jesus when He returned to Capernaum, although Luke's
account states that he had sent a committee of Jews to present his petition for the healing of his servant.

A "centurion" was a Roman military officer, usually over one hundred men, as indicated by the title.
However, this centurion seems to have been a very prominent man, probably in command of the Roman
garrison of soldiers in Capernaum, and looked upon as the military ruler and authority. As representative of
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the Roman government he must have occupied a position of power in the city and surrounding district.
Evidently he was a man of noble character, and although the Jews were in subjection to the Romans, the
centurion must have been sympathetic toward them and favored them in many ways. The committee sent to
Jesus stated that the centurion "loved their nation and had built them a synagogue." (Lk. 7:5) Doubtless he
was friendly toward their religion and had come to know something of the true God. It seems certain that he
would have heard of Jesus and His miraculous works in and about Capernaum. Perhaps at times his soldiers
had even been called upon to quell disturbances among the great crowds that flocked to hear and see Jesus,
and when many sick folk were brought to Him. It may be that he had been turning over in his mind for some
time the claims of the great Healer and Teacher, and doubtless he was also acquainted with that other
"nobleman"(Jn. 4:46) of Capernaum whose son Jesus had healed while in Cana (if indeed he were not the
same man, as some have suggested).

“loved their nation and had built them a synagogue”

Luke For he loveth our nation, and he hath built us a synagogue.
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“nobleman
John So Jesus came again into Cana of Galilee, where he made the water wine. And there was a
4:46 certain nobleman, whose son was sick at Capernaum.
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In any event, his trusted and valuable servant, one who was very dear to him, was taken violently ill, so
that he was paralysed and ready to die. The sickness may have come upon him suddenly, as the record states
that he was "grievously tormented." (Mt. 8:6) The centurion decided at once to appeal to Jesus for aid, as
soon as He returned to Capernaum. In his distress it was only natural that he should call upon the Jews with
whom he had made friends by favoring their nation and building them a synagogue, especially since Jesus
himself was a Jew. Considering his sense of unworthiness, as revealed by the record, he may have felt that
Jesus would more readily respond to a request made by Jews than if he, a Gentile, had presented his request
personally. But, regardless of social barriers and national prejudices, he was determined to get his desperate
need before Jesus.

“grievously tormented”

Matthew And saying, Lord, my servant lieth at home sick of the palsy, grievously tormented.
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As soon as Jesus came into the town He was met by the committee of Jews, who instantly approached
Him with their request for the healing of the centurion's servant. They were representing a prominent official
and because of all that he had done for the Jews they felt he had some claim upon the Lord. They told Jesus
that he was worthy, and urged Him to grant their request. Jesus immediately went with them, saying, "l will
come and heal him."(Mt. 8:7) When He was approaching the house the centurion sent out word that He
should not trouble Himself to come in, perhaps because the Jews called the Gentiles "dogs"(Mt.15:26,27: Mk.
7:27,28) and he felt the Master might not wish to enter his home. He said, "I am not worthy that thou
shouldst enter under my roof." (Mt. 8:8; Lk. 7:6) Luke states that he also felt unworthy to go to Jesus, while
Matthew tells of his appealing to the Lord personally. He said, "Speak the word only, and my servant shall be
healed. | am a man of authority and | say unto one, Go, and he goeth" (Mt. 8:8,9; Lk. 7:7,8) etc. Being a
commander of men himself, he knew that with authority Jesus commanded sickness, evil spirits, and even the
very forces of the universe, and they obeyed Him. This shows that he had some comprehension of Who Jesus
was.




“I will come and heal him”

Matthew And Jesus saith unto him, | will come and heal him.
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“dog”

Matthew 15:26,27

Mark 7:27,28

%6 Byt he answered and said, It is not meet to take the
children's bread, and to cast it to dogs.
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7 And she said, Truth, Lord: yet the dogs eat of the
crumbs which fall from their masters' table.
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27 But Jesus said unto her, Let the children first be
filled: for it is not meet to take the children's bread,
and to cast it unto the dogs.
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2 And she answered and said unto him, Yes, Lord: yet
the dogs under the table eat of the children's crumbs.
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“I am not worthy...” “Speak the word only” “authority”

Matthew 8:8-9 Luke 7:6-8

®8The centurion answered and said, Lord, | am not
worthy that thou shouldest come under my roof: but
speak the word only, and my servant shall be healed.
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°For | am a man under authority, having soldiers
under me: and | say to this man, Go, and he goeth;
and to another, Come, and he cometh; and to my
servant, Do this, and he doeth it.
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®Then Jesus went with them. And when he was now
not far from the house, the centurion sent friends to
him, saying unto him, Lord, trouble not thyself: for |
am not worthy that thou shouldest enter under my
roof:
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"Wherefore neither thought | myself worthy to come
unto thee: but say in a word, and my servant shall be
healed.
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8 For | also am a man set under authority, having
under me soldiers, and | say unto one, Go, and he
goeth; and to another, Come, and he cometh; and to
my servant, Do this, and he doeth it.
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Jesus marvelled! It was not often that He found a manifestation of real faith, and it must have been a
great joy to His heart to see the absolute humility and confidence of this great man. And He did not fail to
commend it. He turned about to the multitude that were following Him, and said, "I have not found so great
faith, no not in Israel" (Mt. 8:10; Lk. 7:9)—and this from a Gentile! None of His own had shown such faith in
Him, their Messiah. He was saddened by the thought of the lack of faith on the part of Israel, for many were
rejecting Him. He warned them that many would come from other nations, from the east and west, (See Acts
2:5) and although they were not of Israel they would "sit down" with their "fathers," Abraham, Isaac and Jacob,
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in His kingdom, while many of the "children of the kingdom," the Jews, His own people to whom the kingdom
had first been offered, would be cast out into outer darkness. (Mt. 8:11,12)

“I have not found so great faith...”

Matthew 8:10 Luke 7:9

When Jesus heard it, he marvelled, and said to them | When Jesus heard these things, he marvelled at him,
that followed, Verily | say unto you, | have not found | and turned him about, and said unto the people that

so great faith, no, not in Israel. followed him, | say unto you, | have not found so
O F 4o H RS AR R F great faith, no, not in Israel.
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Many would come from other nations

Acts And there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men, out of every nation under heaven.
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“sit down” “fathers” “children of the kingdom”
Matthew And I say unto you, That many shall come from the east and west, and shall sit down with
8:11,12 Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven.
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2Byt the children of the kingdom shall be cast out into outer darkness: there shall be weeping

and gnashing of teeth.
3 A B o+ R A AR P b 2oL > AR &R OEOH T o

Jesus then turned again to the centurion and quietly said, "Go thy way, and according to thy faith it
shall be done." (Mt. 8:13) The miracle of healing is confirmed by the word of Jesus Himself. When the
centurion and his friends returned to the house they found the servant had been instantly healed at the very
hour the words were spoken. Such faith could not fail to command the power of God. "He cannot deny
Himself" (2 Tim. 2:13) and His promises. The law of faith is an infallible one. "God, that cannot lie, promised."
(Titus 1:2)

“according to thy faith...”

Matthew And Jesus said unto the centurion, Go thy way; and as thou hast believed, so be it done unto
8:13 thee. And his servant was healed in the selfsame hour.
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“He cannot deny Himself”

2 Timothy If we believe not, yet he abideth faithful: he cannot deny himself.
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“God, that cannot lie, promised”

Titus In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world began;
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Examine the miracles of Jesus and see how many of them were dependent upon faith. Faith is a
prerequisite of power. In Nazareth Jesus said He "could not do many mighty works there because of their
unbelief"—their lack of faith (Mt. 13:58). Because of unbelief the very "children of the kingdom" to whom
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Jesus had been sent, would fail to enter His kingdom. Their fate would be tragic and their remorse great. To
believe on Christ is the great essential: not faith in Him only; the multitude believed in Him and followed after
Him; the "devils also believe and tremble." (James 2:19) But only those who really believe on Him (Acts 16:31),
and in faith receive from Him, shall have eternal life.

“...because of their unbelief”

Matthew And he did not many mighty works there because of their unbelief.
13:58 M R A A N
“devils also believe and tremble”
James Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and tremble.
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“believe on”
Acts And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house.
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"Let us come boldly unto the throne of grace." (Heb. 4:16) The faith of the centurion shows us how to
get things from the Lord. He came boldly and yet humbly. Here lies the secret. If we are not humble,
recognizing our own helplessness and unworthiness, we shall never come to God for help. On the other hand,
we must have boldness also in order to come, and this we can only have because it is a throne of grace. It is
the grace of God that meets our complete unworthiness to receive any of His gifts, and His grace reveals to us
His great love which caused Him to send His Son to die for us, and to provide for our every need for spirit, soul
and body.

“the throne of grace”

Hebrews Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find
4:16 grace to help in time of need.
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The faith of one believer serves the need of another. Therefore we are commanded to "pray one for
another," (James 5:16) and the sick are commanded to "call for the elders of the church" (James 5:14) to pray
for them. This is the secret also of the heaven-moving effectiveness when "two of you shall agree as touching
anything that they shall ask." It "shall be done." (Mt. 18:19)

“pray one for another”
James Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The
5:16 effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.
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“call for the elders of the church”

James Is any sick among you? let him call for the elders of the church; and let them pray over him,
5:14 anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord:
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“...agree as touching anything...”

Matthew
18:19

Again | say unto you, That if two of you shall agree on earth as touching any thing that they
shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father which is in heaven.
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Regardless of how important one may be, or think he is, there comes a time in every life when the soul
is overwhelmed with a feeling of helplessness and impotence. Then, in desperation one turns to God. The
good Queen Victoria, in her dying moments cried, "The half of my kingdom for just one more hour of life!"

The Roman centurion did not appeal to Herod. His was a need which could be met only in Jesus. There
are times when all earthly help is powerless to meet our need. A realization of unworthiness and need is the
first step to Christ. Our Lord delights to honor the humble soul. The publican of Luke 18 went to his house
justified because he acknowledged his unworthiness. (Lk. 18:13,14)

“The publician went to his house justified...”

Luke
18:13,14

13 And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but
smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner.
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4| tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other: for every one that
exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted.
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"Speak the word only and my servant shall be healed."(Mt. 8:8) The words of Jesus were freighted
with divine power. There is more in the word of the living God than in anything man can devise or invent.

"I will come and heal him."(Mt. 8:7) This is always our Lord's answer to faith. He crosses all barriers
and without respect of persons, places, or things, meets the need of all who come to Him.

The Jews spoke of the centurion's worthiness; he spoke of his unworthiness.

‘From the GreeH: "worthy" (hikanos) comes from the verb "to reach, to attain." It means to be

sufficient, fit, competent. Using the same word, Paul said "Our sufficiency is of God." The centurion,

insufficient in himself, found sufficiency in Jesus.

“Our sufficiency is of God”

2 Corinthians
3:5

Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think any thing as of ourselves; but our sufficiency is
of God;
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STUDY

What is a centurion? What relation would a Roman officer bear to the Jews? Was such an officer
usually held in high esteem by the Jews? Do you think the centurion loved the Jews or built them a synagogue
for diplomatic reasons? Why do you think he appealed to them to carry his request to Jesus? Did he think
Jesus would not meet the need of a Roman? Did the sick man have anything to do with his healing? Did Jesus'
healings ever depend upon who the patient was, his nationality, his religious experience, or his faith? Why do
you think the centurion suggested Jesus need not enter his home: do you think it was because of humility,
only, or for other reasons? How did the Jews look upon the Gentiles? What kind of a home do you think this
man had? Do you think this was the same "nobleman" whose son Jesus healed by His word, when He was in
Cana? Do you think Jesus granted his request because of his worthiness? How did this centurion come to
have such absolute faith in Jesus? How do you think the Jews received the rebuke of Jesus when He praised

the faith of a Gentile above theirs? What did He mean by saying the children of the kingdom will be cast out?
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REVIEW

Questions

Answers

1. What great sermon did Jesus deliver in the last Move?

Instructions as to the principles of the kingdom

2. What other important ceremony took place?

Jesus ordained twelve apostles

3. When Jesus returned to Capernaum who followed Him?

Great multitudes

4. What was the distance to the town?

About 5 miles

5. Who met Him as soon as He arrived?

A centurion

6. Do you think the centurion came personally or through
the committee of Jews?

Through the committee of Jews

7. What was the centurion's position, nationality and
religion?

He is a Roman military officer, a man with great authority.

8. Was he a man of prominence?

Yes

9. What was the attitude between Jews and Gentiles?

The Jews called the Gentiles “dogs”

10. How had the centurion treated the Jews?

He had sympathy on them and built them a synagogue

11. Were they friendly toward him as a result?

Yes

12. Who among them did he call upon in his distress?

The elders of the Jews

13. What was his purpose in coming to Jesus?

He desired Jesus to heal his dear dying servant

14. Was it an ordinary servant who was sick?

No. A servant that is very dear to him.

15. What was his affliction?

He was sick of the palsy, grievously tormented.

16. What did the Jews say to Jesus?

“That he was worthy for whom he should do this: For he loveth our
nation, and he hath built us a synagogue.”

17. What was His reply?

“I will come and heal him”

18. What message did the centurion send to Jesus?

“Lord, trouble not thyself: for | am not worthy that thou shouldest
enter under my roof: Wherefore neither thought | myself worthy to
come unto thee: but say in a word, and my servant shall be healed.
For | also am a man set under authority, having under me soldiers,
and | say unto one, Go, and he goeth; and to another, Come, and he
cometh; and to my servant, Do this, and he doeth it.”

19. Why did he say he had not come personally?

He think himself not worthy to come to Jesus

20. What did this show on the part of the centurion?

He is very humble

21. What was the reason that he felt the word of Jesus
would be sufficient?

He had great faith in Jesus and believer Jesus has authority over all
things.
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22. How did Jesus feel when He saw the man's faith? Jesus marvelled

23. How did He commend him to the people who were He said he has never seen such a great faith before.

following?

24. Give His exact words. Jesus said to those that followed him, “Verily | say unto you, | have
not found so great faith, no, not in Israel.”

25. Is there any other instance where He so highly The woman with the flow of blood and the Syprphoenician woman.

commended one's faith?

26. What rebuke did He give the Jews? Why? Jesus rebuked the Jews that they shall be cast out into outer darkness
beacuase of their unbelief.

27. Why did He mention Abraham, Isaac and Jacob? I would consider the fact that they were the patriarchs of the Jews,
and the ones to whom the promises were given, Jesus indicated that
many who were not natural descendants of them would enjoy the
same blessings as those promised to the patriarchs (cf Rom 9:7; Gal
3:6-9) (from Bro. John Munsinger 10/7/13)

28. Who are those who will come "from the east and the The believing gentiles

west"?

29. Who are the "children of the kingdom"? The Jews

30. Why will they be cast out? Because of their unbeleif

31. Does this mean all of them? Yes

32. What does the weepingand gnashing of teeth signify? They will regret greatly

33. What did Jesus say to the centurion? “Go thy way; and as thou hast believed, so be it done unto thee.”

34. What was it that obtained the answer to his request, his | His faith

worthiness or his faith?

35. When they returned to the house what did they find? The servant was healed

36. When was the sick man healed? In the selfsame hour that Jesus spoke

37. Do you think the sick man knew they were seeking No

healing for him?
38. What do you think was the reaction among the crowd, They proabalby were amazed and gave glory to God
when they heard he was healed?
39. What is the chief lesson in this "Move"? We should be like the centurion, insufficient in ourselves, should find

sufficiency in Jesus.
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