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1. Jesus Heals a Paralytic
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'And he entered into a ship, and
passed over, and came into his own

city.
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And, behold, they brought to him a
man sick of the palsy, lying on a
bed: and Jesus seeing their faith
said unto the sick of the palsy; Son,
be of good cheer; thy sins be
forgiven thee.
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3And, behold, certain of the scribes
said within themselves, This man
blasphemeth.
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*And Jesus knowing their thoughts
said, Wherefore think ye evil in

'And again he entered into
Capernaum after some days; and it
was noised that he was in the
house.
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’And straightway many were
gathered together, insomuch that
there was no room to receive them,
no, not so much as about the door:
and he preached the word unto
them.
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>And they come unto him, bringing
one sick of the palsy, which was

borne of four.
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*And when they could not come
nigh unto him for the press, they

And it came to pass on a certain
day, as he was teaching, that there
were Pharisees and doctors of the
law sitting by, which were come out
of every town of Galilee, and
Judaea, and Jerusalem: and the
power of the Lord was present to

heal them.
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¥And, behold, men broughtin a
bed a man which was taken with a
palsy: and they sought means to
bring him in, and to lay him before
him.
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¥And when they could not find by
what way they might bring him in
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Matthew 9:1-8

Mark 2:1-12

Luke 5:17-26

your hearts?
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>For whether is easier, to say, Thy
sins be forgiven thee; or to say,
Arise, and walk?
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®But that ye may know that the Son
of man hath power on earth to
forgive sins, (then saith he to the
sick of the palsy,) Arise, take up thy
bed, and go unto thine house.
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’And he arose, and departed to his
house.
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8But when the multitudes saw it,
they marvelled, and glorified God,
which had given such power unto

men.
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uncovered the roof where he was:
and when they had broken it up,
they let down the bed wherein the

sick of the palsy lay.
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>When Jesus saw their faith, he said
unto the sick of the palsy, Son, thy
sins be forgiven thee.
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®But there was certain of the
scribes sitting there, and reasoning
in their hearts,
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"Why doth this man thus speak
blasphemies? who can forgive sins
but God only?
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8And immediately when Jesus
perceived in his spirit that they so
reasoned within themselves, he
said unto them, Why reason ye
these things in your hearts?
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®Whether is it easier to say to the
sick of the palsy, Thy sins be
forgiven thee; or to say, Arise, and
take up thy bed, and walk?
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%8yt that ye may know that the
Son of man hath power on earth to
forgive sins, (he saith to the sick of
the palsy,)

because of the multitude, they
went upon the housetop, and let
him down through the tiling with
his couch into the midst before

Jesus.
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29And when he saw their faith, he
said unto him, Man, thy sins are
forgiven thee.
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2’And the scribes and the Pharisees
began to reason, saying, Who is this
which speaketh blasphemies? Who
can forgive sins but God alone?
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22But when Jesus perceived their
thoughts, he answering said unto
them, What reason ye in your
hearts?

LI A I e
R - T R s
LA

2Whether is easier, to say, Thy sins
be forgiven thee; or to say, Rise up

and walk?
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2*But that ye may know that the
Son of man hath power upon earth
to forgive sins, (he said unto the
sick of the palsy,) | say unto thee,
Arise, and take up thy couch, and

go into thine house.
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2And immediately he rose up




Matthew 9:1-8

Mark 2:1-12

Luke 5:17-26
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1 say unto thee, Arise, and take up
thy bed, and go thy way into thine
house.

AT CHI S B -
+ v F2d R e

e AR

2And immediately he arose, took
up the bed, and went forth before

before them, and took up that
whereon he lay, and departed to his
own house, glorifying God.
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°And they were all amazed, and
they glorified God, and were filled
with fear, saying, We have seen

strange things to day.
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them all; insomuch that they were T AN ) I LN L
all amazed, and glorified God, g ¥ ehE o0
saying, We never saw it on this
fashion.
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2. The Call of Matthew (Levi) & Matthew’s Feast
Matthew 9:9-13 Mark 2:13-17 Luke 5:27-32

And as Jesus passed forth from
thence, he saw a man, named
Matthew, sitting at the receipt of
custom: and he saith unto him,
Follow me. And he arose, and
followed him.
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And it came to pass, as Jesus sat
at meat in the house, behold, many
publicans and sinners came and sat
down with him and his disciples.
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“And when the Pharisees saw it,
they said unto his disciples, Why
eateth your Master with publicans
and sinners?
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BAnd he went forth again by the
sea side; and all the multitude
resorted unto him, and he taught
them.
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“And as he passed by, he saw Levi
the son of Alphaeus sitting at the
receipt of custom, and said unto
him, Follow me. And he arose and
followed him.
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>And it came to pass, that, as Jesus
sat at meat in his house, many
publicans and sinners sat also
together with Jesus and his
disciples: for there were many, and
they followed him.
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%’ And after these things he went
forth, and saw a publican, named
Levi, sitting at the receipt of
custom: and he said unto him,
Follow me.
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28 And he left all, rose up, and
followed him.
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29 And Levi made him a great feast
in his own house: and there was a

great company of publicans and of
others that sat down with them.
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39 But their scribes and Pharisees
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Matthew 9:9-13 Mark 2:13-17 Luke 5:27-32
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said unto them, They that be whole
need not a physician, but they that
are sick.
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®*And when the scribes and
Pharisees saw him eat with
publicans and sinners, they said
unto his disciples, How is it that he
eateth and drinketh with publicans
and sinners?
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31 And Jesus answering said unto
them, They that are whole need not

a physician; but they that are sick.
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repentance. but sinners to repentance.
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are sick: | came not to call the
righteous, but sinners to
repentance.
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3. The Question about Fasting
Matthew 9:14-17 Mark 2:18-22 Luke 5:33-39

“Then came to him the disciples of
John, saying, Why do we and the
Pharisees fast oft, but thy disciples
fast not?
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1> And Jesus said unto them, Can
the children of the bridechamber
mourn, as long as the bridegroom is
with them? but the days will come,
when the bridegroom shall be
taken from them, and then shall

they fast.
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¥And the disciples of John and of
the Pharisees used to fast: and they
come and say unto him, Why do the
disciples of John and of the
Pharisees fast, but thy disciples fast
not?
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YAnd Jesus said unto them, Can the
children of the bridechamber fast,
while the bridegroom is with them?
as long as they have the
bridegroom with them, they cannot
fast.

33 And they said unto him, Why do
the disciples of John fast often, and
make prayers, and likewise the
disciples of the Pharisees; but thine
eat and drink?
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3* And he said unto them, Can ye
make the children of the
bridechamber fast, while the
bridegroom is with them?
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> But the days will come, when the



http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%205:27-39&version=KJV;CUV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%205:27-39&version=KJV;CUV

Matthew 9:14-17 Mark 2:18-22 Luke 5:33-39
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' No man putteth a piece of new LA

cloth unto an old garment, for that
which is put in to fill it up taketh
from the garment, and the rent is

made worse.
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7 Neither do men put new wine
into old bottles: else the bottles
break, and the wine runneth out,
and the bottles perish: but they put
new wine into new bottles, and
both are preserved.
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29But the days will come, when the
bridegroom shall be taken away
from them, and then shall they fast
in those days.
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?No man also seweth a piece of
new cloth on an old garment: else
the new piece that filled it up
taketh away from the old, and the
rent is made worse.
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22And no man putteth new wine
into old bottles: else the new wine
doth burst the bottles, and the wine
is spilled, and the bottles will be
marred: but new wine must be put
into new bottles.
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3® And he spake also a parable unto
them; No man putteth a piece of a
new garment upon an old; if
otherwise, then both the new
maketh a rent, and the piece that
was taken out of the new agreeth

not with the old.
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3’ And no man putteth new wine
into old bottles; else the new wine
will burst the bottles, and be
spilled, and the bottles shall perish.
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38 But new wine must be put into
new bottles; and both are
preserved.
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39 No man also having drunk old
wine straightway desireth new: for
he saith, The old is better.
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Bible Teaching ¥ & & ¥

CONNECTION

Jesus had been away from Capernaum for perhaps several weeks, on His preaching tour throughout
the towns and villages of Galilee. Apparently He often had to escape from those who idolized Him as a healer,
in order that He might give His time more to the preaching of His message, for, said He, "therefore came |
forth." (Mk. 1:38)

greater works than these

Mark And he said unto them, Let us go into the next towns, that | may preach there also: for
1:38 therefore came | forth.
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Upon returning to Capernaum, "His own city," (Mt. 9:1) as soon as it was known that He had arrived
the crowds flocked to Him again, and He and His disciples mingled with them and He taught them many
wonderful truths. One day when the house was filled to overflowing with people, a man with the palsy was let
down through the roof to be healed. Because Jesus also forgave the man's sins, the Pharisees murmured
against Him, saying that only God can forgive sins.

“His own city”

Matthew And he entered into a ship, and passed over, and came into his own city.
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Jesus had with Him at least four disciples, perhaps five, including Philip, and at this time He called
another—Matthew, or Levi, the son of Alphaeus, not only to be a disciple but an apostle, one of the Twelve.
Being a publican, Matthew was a rich man and he gave a great feast for Jesus and His disciples, and invited
many of the publicans and sinners. When the Pharisees saw it they criticized Jesus for eating with sinners, and
this called forth His statements that they that are whole need not a physician, and that He had not come to
the righteous, but to call sinners to repentance. A man cannot be "whole" with a sick soul even in a healthy
body; or with a diseased body as the temple of the living God. (1 Cor. 3:16,17; 6:19; 2 Cor. 6:16)

the temple of the living God

1 Corinthians 3:16,17 1 Corinthians 6:19 2 Corinthians 6:16
18 Know ye not that ye are the What? know ye not that your body | And what agreement hath the
temple of God, and that the Spirit | is the temple of the Holy Ghost temple of God with idols? for ye
of God dwelleth in you? If any man | which is in you, which ye have of are the temple of the living God;
defile the temple of God, him shall | God, and ye are not your own? as God hath said, | will dwell in
God destroy; for the temple of ERE I R A N O U 4 them, and walk in them; and | will
God is holy, which temple ye are. | & @ B A& ? & & & L A be their God, and they shall be my
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In answer to the questions that were raised Jesus took advantage of every opportunity to present His
truth. The variety and scope of His ministry was gradually unfolding. In this lesson He healed a man,
announced His power to forgive sins, called one of the apostles, taught lessons on righteousness, mercy,
repentance, fasting, and the parable on putting new wine in old bottles, or a new patch on an old garment. He
spoke of Himself as the bridegroom, who was in their midst for a time, but would soon be leaving them, and
"then they should fast." (Mt. 9:15; Mk. 2:20; Lk. 5:35)

“then they should fast”

Matthew 9:15 Mark 2:20 Luke 5:35

And Jesus said unto them, Can the
children of the bridechamber
mourn, as long as the bridegroom

But the days will come, when the
bridegroom shall be taken away
from them, and then shall they

But the days will come, when the
bridegroom shall be taken away
from them, and then shall they

fast in those days.
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is with them? but the days will fast in those days.
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DISCUSSION

As soon as it was noised abroad that Jesus had returned home and was "in the house" (Mk. 2:1)
(probably Peter's house or wherever He made His abode), the people thronged to Him again, until the house
was filled and there was no room to receive any more, "even about the door." (Mk. 2:2) Doubtless both inside
and outside of the door every available bit of standing room was occupied. Luke states that many of them
sitting by were Pharisees and doctors of the law who had come from every town in Galilee and also from
Jerusalem and Judea. The impact of His ministry was being felt throughout Palestine, and even these
influential men had made their way to Capernaum to hear the Great Teacher. We read also that "the power
of the Lord was present to heal." (Lk. 5:17) Whether the man with palsy was the first one healed or whether
there had been others we do not know. It is probable that already many wonderful cures had taken place, but
this one is specially mentioned because of the unusual circumstances and the exceptional faith of the four
men who went to such lengths to get their sick friend to Jesus.

“in the house”; “even about the door”

Mark 'And again he entered into Capernaum after some days; and it was noised that he was in the
2:1-2 house.
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’And straightway many were gathered together, insomuch that there was no room to receive
them, no, not so much as about the door: and he preached the word unto them.
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“the power of the Lord was present to heal”

Luke And it came to pass on a certain day, as he was teaching, that there were Pharisees and
5:17 doctors of the law sitting by, which were come out of every town of Galilee, and Judaea, and
Jerusalem: and the power of the Lord was present to heal them.
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Although we have read previously that “all that were sick and diseased" (Mk. 1:32) had been brought
to Jesus, and He healed them all, evidently others were being found who had not received the benefit of His
ministry, perhaps because they were unable to get to Jesus or lived at some distance. For the man with the
palsy it would have been an impossibility to come of his own accord, but fortunately he had four friends who
were interested in him and were willing to carry him to the place where Jesus was.

“all that were sick and diseased”

Mark And at even, when the sun did set, they brought unto him all that were diseased, and them

1:32 that were possessed with devils.
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When they arrived at the house they were unable even to get inside the door with their burden; but
they had taken great pains to get the man there and were not to be easily turned aside. We are not told
whether the sick man had requested them to carry Him to Jesus or not. It maybe that he did not realize his
opportunity and that it was entirely the faith of the four men which made them determine to get this poor
creature into the presence of the Master. The fact that in this exceptional case Jesus said "Thy sins be forgiven
thee," (Mt. 9:2; Mk. 2:5; Lk. 5:20) would suggest that the man had come to his pitiable condition as a result of
his own sins, as is very often the case. Jesus unmistakably links sickness and sin together, (John 5:14) both in
the cause and in the remedy, His great redemption; and no doubt in many cases today if the church were able
to help poor suffering ones to a place of repentance, forgiveness, and cleansing from sin, their maladies would
disappear also under the cleansing power of the blood of Jesus. Disease is an enemy; the enemy of peace, joy
and service. Jesus came to put all enemies under our feet.

“Thy sins be forgiven thee”

Matthew 9:2 Mark 2:5 Luke 5:20

And, behold, they brought to him a
man sick of the palsy, lying on a
bed: and Jesus seeing their faith

When Jesus saw their faith, he said
unto the sick of the palsy, Son, thy
sins be forgiven thee.

And when he saw their faith, he
said unto him, Man, thy sins are
forgiven thee.

E'Klé’pF

b e M F§

said unto the sick of the palsy; Son,
be of good cheer; thy sins be
forgiven thee.
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Jesus unmistakably links sickness and sin together

John Afterward Jesus findeth him in the temple, and said unto him, Behold, thou art made whole:
5:14 sin no more, lest a worse thing come unto thee.
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Failing to gain entrance by the door, the four men climbed upon the housetop with the helpless man
upon his bed, which was perhaps a roll of bedding or an improvised stretcher. We read that they "uncovered
the roof and broke it up." (Mk. 2:4) Removing some of the outside tiling they broke through the inner roof of
thatch or light wood, making an opening large enough to let the man down. Perhaps two of the men let
themselves down first and the others handed the man down. Before the eyes of the astonished crowd and

the dignified scribes and Pharisees, these men "took the floor" and deposited their patient immediately in
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front of Jesus, where He sat teaching. Jesus took in the situation at a glance, and seeing their faith He said
immediately "Son, thy sins are forgiven." Quite aware of the hostile attitude of the Pharisees present and the
reasoning going on in their hearts, He knew just how to meet it. Jesus "knew all men," (Jn. 2:24) and no doubt
His gaze penetrated into the depths of the man's sinful heart and His words recalled to him his great need.
This was the first time our Lord had openly emphasized His power to forgive sins, and the Pharisees and
scribes were furious that He should make such a claim. It is not recorded that they spoke their thoughts, but
Jesus knew that in their hearts they were accusing Him of blasphemy, because God only can forgive sins. To
them it was another "new doctrine" (Mk. 1:27), for they had not recognized His claims that He was the
Messiah, and repudiated the thought that He was God.

“uncovered the roof and broke it up”

Mark And when they could not come nigh unto him for the press, they uncovered the roof where he

2:4 was: and when they had broken it up, they let down the bed wherein the sick of the palsy lay.
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“knew all men”

John
2:24

But Jesus did not commit himself unto them, because he knew all men,
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“new doctrine”

Mark And they were all amazed, insomuch that they questioned among themselves, saying, What
1:27 thing is this? what new doctrine is this? for with authority commandeth he even the unclean
spirits, and they do obey him.
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Jesus exposed their thoughts by asking, "Which is easier to say—Thy sins be forgiven, or Arise and
walk," (Mt. 9:5; Mk. 2:9; Lk. 5:23) and then definitely stated that the Son of Man has power on earth to forgive
sins, and proved it by telling the man to arise and walk. The word of forgiveness had already been spoken,
and during those few moments the poor man heard enough to be able to add his faith to that of the four, and
they were not disappointed. At the word of Jesus he immediately arose and "went forth before them all," (Mk.
2:12) carrying his roll of bedding. It was a complete transformation—a resurrection! The work of Christ is
perfect. All those present were amazed and even the Pharisees were silenced. They "never saw it on this
fashion" (Mk. 2:12) before. The man went away to his own house glorifying God. The people also glorified
God and were filled with fear, saying "We have seen strange things today." (Lk. 5:26) The power of Jesus was
manifest before their eyes and could not be denied, and the Pharisees feared the results.

Matthew 9:5-8 Mark 2:9-12 Luke 5:23-26

>For whether is easier, to say, Thy

SWhether is it easier to say to the

sins be forgiven thee; or to say,
Arise, and walk?
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®But that ye may know that the
Son of man hath power on earth
to forgive sins, (then saith he to
the sick of the palsy,) Arise, take
up thy bed, and go unto thine

sick of the palsy, Thy sins be
forgiven thee; or to say, Arise, and

B\Whether is easier, to say, Thy
sins be forgiven thee; or to say,
Rise up and walk?

take up thy bed, and walk?
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198yt that ye may know that the
Son of man hath power on earth
to forgive sins, (he saith to the sick
of the palsy,)
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2*But that ye may know that the
Son of man hath power upon earth
to forgive sins, (he said unto the
sick of the palsy,) | say unto thee,
Arise, and take up thy couch, and




Matthew 9:5-8 Mark 2:9-12 Luke 5:23-26
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’And he arose, and departed to his

house.
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8But when the multitudes saw it,
they marvelled, and glorified God,
which had given such power unto

men.
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o say unto thee, Arise, and take
up thy bed, and go thy way into
thine house.
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2And immediately he arose, took
up the bed, and went forth before
them all; insomuch that they were
all amazed, and glorified God,
saying, We never saw it on this
fashion.
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2And immediately he rose up
before them, and took up that
whereon he lay, and departed to

his own house, glorifying God.
ROAE B G oW o= oy A
j; ) i :—E{ s o -Erj q;’ e ?E 3
A ’firr -

°And they were all amazed, and
they glorified God, and were filled
with fear, saying, We have seen

strange things to day.
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Another sensation was brought about when Jesus called a new disciple to follow Him—Matthew, or
Levi, a publican. He was an entirely different type of man from the other disciples that had been called up to
this time. A publican was one of the most hated of the Jews, employed by the Roman government to collect
taxes from his fellow Jews, and despised by them for it. He was probably an educated man, but with little

interest in religious life.

Undoubtedly He had heard Jesus speak many times and was impressed with the

difference between His teaching and that of the Jewish leaders, who classed him with the sinners. Jesus had
also observed him, and there may have been some preparatory work; but we know that he had been chosen
to be one of the Twelve, and when Jesus found him at his desk in the customs house His approach was direct:
the invitation went forth, "Follow Me," (Mt. 9:9; Mk. 2:14; Lk. 5:27) and Matthew left all to obey. We do not
read of Matthew preaching, as Peter did, but he wrote the gospel that bears his name, which sets forth Jesus
as the Messiah, King of Israel and Saviour of the world.

Matthew 9:9

Mark 2:14

Luke 5:27

And as Jesus passed forth from
thence, he saw a man, named
Matthew, sitting at the receipt of
custom: and he saith unto him,
Follow me. And he arose, and
followed him.

Wogk TR AL A w4 F A
- B AL B X A A
CREIREE O S S e
EL S ¢ 7};4:%&-\3&\1 "

And as he passed by, he saw Levi
the son of Alphaeus sitting at the
receipt of custom, and said unto
him, Follow me. And he arose and
followed him.
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And after these things he went
forth, and saw a publican, named
Levi, sitting at the receipt of
custom: and he said unto him,
Follow me.
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Matthew publicly testified and let it be known far and wide that he was giving up his old way of life and
leaving all to follow Jesus. This meant much in his time and circumstances. In choosing Matthew Jesus gained
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an audience with many of the same class. Given to exacting all that was possible in his business, Matthew had
made himself rich and was therefore able to entertain extensively in his own home. To celebrate his new
move he gave a great feast and invited to his house many of his friends among the publicans and sinners. It
was given in honor of his new Master, and perhaps also a farewell to his former associates, in order that they
might hear the message of our Lord.

The Pharisees took advantage of this opportunity to brand Jesus as a partner in crime with the
publicans and sinners, because He ate and drank with them. They questioned the disciples as to why their
Master kept such company. Jesus heard it and answered the question for them, saying, "They that are whole
need not a physician, but they that are sick. | came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance." (Mt.
9:12-13; Mk. 2:17; Lk. 5:31-32) How adroitlysc#: and skillfully He always met their questions! Without
hesitation He declared that it was the sinners He came to seek, and those who were sick and in need: not
those who considered themselves righteous. For such He had no message. The Pharisees considered
themselves righteous and full of wisdom, but He said to them, "Go and learn what My word means: | will have
mercy and not sacrifice." (Mt. 9:13) They observed their forms and sacrifices but had no real knowledge of
God and His mercy. The words of Jesus brought this home to them, and sent arrows of conviction to their
hearts, but because they refused to repent they opposed Him. His word always uncovers our need, pierces
through the crust of complacencyssics ;s and pretense, and shows the sinfulness of shamw&y . It is "sharper
than any two edged sword . . . and a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart." (Heb. 4:12) It urges
us one and all to the prayer of another publican: "God, be merciful to me a sinner." (Lk. 18:13)

Matthew 9:12-13 Mark 2:17 Luke 5:31-32

12But when Jesus heard that, he Y\When Jesus heard it, he saith 31 And Jesus answering said unto
said unto them, They that be unto them, They that are whole them, They that are whole need
whole need not a physician, but have no need of the physician, but | not a physician; but they that are
they that are sick. they that are sick: | came not to sick.
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sharper than any twoedged sword

Hebrews For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing
4:12 even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner
of the thoughts and intents of the heart.
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God be merfiful to me, a sinner

Luke And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but
18:13 smote upon his breast, saying, “God be merciful to me a sinner.”
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It is well known among Christian workers that the self-righteous man is much more difficult to reach
than the acknowledged sinner or worlding. The first essential in salvation is a sense of need; conviction must
first be produced. No one seeks a Saviour, who does not need saving. That was the purpose of the law—to
produce conviction; it was a "schoolmaster to bring us to Christ." (Gal. 3:24)

schoolmaster to bring us to Christ

Galatians Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by
3:24 faith.
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The next question was brought by some of the disciples of John the Baptist. They inquired, "Why do
we and the Pharisees fast so often, and here are your disciples feasting and drinking?" (Mt. 9:14; Mk. 2:18; Lk
5:33) Jesus compared it to a wedding feast and Himself to the bridegroom. He said "While | am with them
they cannot fast." (Mk. 2:19) It was a time of rejoicing and fellowship as long as they were together, but
already He began to speak of the time when He should leave them, and then should they fast, "in those days."
He called His own the "children of the bridechamber," the inner circle. John's disciples, like the Pharisees,
belonged to the old dispensation, with John who ushered in the kingdom and announced the King; it was only
when they became disciples of Jesus, through the new birth, that they entered the kingdom Jesus had come to
inaugurate. "Those days" are now upon us, and we are to fast and pray and "wait for God's Son from heaven,"
(1 Thess. 1:10) but when the night is over and the day dawns our absent Bridegroom shall return, and then the
days of fasting will be over forever.

Matthew 9:14-15 Mark 2:18-20 Luke 5:33-35

“Then came to him the disciples

of John, saying, Why do we and

the Pharisees fast oft, but thy

disciples fast not?
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1> And Jesus said unto them, Can
the children of the bridechamber
mourn, as long as the bridegroom
is with them? but the days will
come, when the bridegroom shall
be taken from them, and then
shall they fast.
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And the disciples of John and of
the Pharisees used to fast: and
they come and say unto him, Why
do the disciples of John and of the
Pharisees fast, but thy disciples
fast not?
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YAnd Jesus said unto them, Can
the children of the bridechamber
fast, while the bridegroom is with
them? as long as they have the
bridegroom with them, they
cannot fast.
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33 And they said unto him, Why do
the disciples of John fast often,
and make prayers, and likewise
the disciples of the Pharisees; but
thine eat and drink?
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3% And he said unto them, Can ye
make the children of the
bridechamber fast, while the
bridegroom is with them?
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3> But the days will come, when
the bridegroom shall be taken
away from them, and then shall
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Matthew 9:14-15 Mark 2:18-20 Luke 5:33-35
F o B P A s 2 & they fast in those days.
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bridegroom shall be taken away
from them, and then shall they
fast in those days.
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Wait for God’s Son from heaven

1 And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus, which
Thessalonians | qalivered us from the wrath to come.
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To make clear to them the revolutionary nature of His kingdom, Jesus taught them the parables of the
garment and the bottles of wine. The new "agrees not with the old." (Lk. 5:36) The new "taketh from the old."
(Mk. 2:21) His kingdom was something entirely new, conditioned alone upon the new birth through faith in
Him (Jn. 3:35-36). It was not a "patch" upon the old religious forms they had before, and would not fit into the
old "bottles" of Judaism. There was a new center, the Bridegroom who was in their midst. If an attempt was
made to pour the new into the old religious forms, both would be marred. The "bottles would be marred"
(Mk. 2:22) and the wine would be spilled. Matthew says "the bottles would perish." (Mt. 9:17; Lk. 5:37) But if
new wine is put into new bottles, both are preserved.

The Parables of the garment and the bottles of wine

Matthew 9:16-17

Mark 2:21-22

Luke 5:36-38

® No man putteth a piece of new
cloth unto an old garment, for that
which is put in to fill it up taketh
from the garment, and the rent is
made worse.
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7 Neither do men put new wine
into old bottles: else the bottles
break, and the wine runneth out,
and the bottles perish: but they
put new wine into new bottles,
and both are preserved.
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>No man also seweth a piece of
new cloth on an old garment: else
the new piece that filled it up
taketh away from the old, and the
rent is made worse.
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22And no man putteth new wine
into old bottles: else the new wine
doth burst the bottles, and the
wine is spilled, and the bottles will
be marred: but new wine must be
put into new bottles.
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3 And he spake also a parable
unto them; No man putteth a
piece of a new garment upon an
old; if otherwise, then both the
new maketh a rent, and the piece
that was taken out of the new
agreeth not with the old.
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*” And no man putteth new wine
into old bottles; else the new wine
will burst the bottles, and be
spilled, and the bottles shall

perish.
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Matthew 9:16-17 Mark 2:21-22 Luke 5:36-38

38 But new wine must be put into
new bottles; and both are
preserved.
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new birth through falth in Him

John *>The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things into his hand.
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*He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not
see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him.
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We have this truth set forth by the Apostle Paul in 2 Cor. 3:7-18: The old was glorious, but the new is
"more glorious" (vs. 8) by reason of that "glory which excelleth," (vs. 10) and the two can never be one. God
does not destroy the old: "the gifts and callings of God are without repentance" (Rom. 11:29); but the old is
fulfilled, "done away" in Christ (vs. 14). The Jews could not understand this, for there was "a vail upon their
hearts." (vs. 15) The kingdom is something entirely different and new. In Jesus Christ there is neither Jew nor
Gentile, bond nor free, male or female (1 Cor. 12;13; Gal 3:28; Col. 3:11), but an entirely "new creation." (2
Cor. 5:17; Gal. 6:15) Jesus said, "No man having drunk of old wine would straightway desire the new, for he
thinks the old is better." (Lk. 5:39) That is only natural. But Jesus had come to teach them that the new was
"better" (Heb. 8:6). The whole book of Hebrews sets forth how "much better" is that which has been brought
to us through Christ. Take your concordance and search out the word "better" in Hebrews.

Apostl Paul has this truth set forth

1 Corinthians 3:7-18

" But if the ministration of death, written and engraven in stones, was glorious, so that the children of Israel
could not stedfastly behold the face of Moses for the glory of his countenance; which glory was to be done
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#How shall not the ministration of the spirit be rather glorious?
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® For if the ministration of condemnation be glory, much more doth the ministration of righteousness exceed
in glory.

= 8]

FLAE PR T R L A TR kR R E L

9 For even that which was made glorious had no glory in this respect, by reason of the glory that excelleth.
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Y For if that which is done away was glorious, much more that which remaineth is glorious.
FORN R OH oh p Bk «g%ﬁmias\*ﬁ ok 7

12 5eeing then that we have such hope, we use great plainness of speech:
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1 Corinthians 3:7-18

3 And not as Moses, which put a veil over his face, that the children of Israel could not stedfastly look to the
end of that which is abolished:
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14 But their minds were blinded: for until this day remaineth the same vail untaken away in the reading of the
old testament; which vail is done away in Christ.
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1>But even unto this day, when Moses is read, the vail is upon their heart.
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1 Nevertheless when it shall turn to the Lord, the vail shall be taken away.
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7 Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.
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8But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image
from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.
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without repentance

Romans For the gifts and calling of God are without repentance.
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In Jesus Christ there is neither Jew nor Gentile, bond nor free, male or female..

1 Corinthians 12:13 Galatians 3:28 Colossians 3:11

For by one Spirit are we all There is neither Jew nor Greek, Where there is neither Greek nor

baptized into one body, whether there is neither bond nor free, Jew, circumcision nor

we be Jews or Gentiles, whether there is neither male nor female: uncircumcision, Barbarian,

we be bond or free; and have been | for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ

all made to drink into one Spirit. R MR T N LS is all, and in all.
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New Creation

2 Corinthians 5:17 Galatians 6:15

Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth any

creature (or creation): old things are passed away; thing, nor uncircumcision, but a new creature (or

behold, all things are become new. creation).
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...He thinks the old is better...

Luke No man also having drunk old wine straightway desireth new: for he saith, The old is better.
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“better”

Hebrews But now hath he obtained a more excellent ministry, by how much also he is the mediator of a
8:6 better covenant, which was established upon better promises.
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It is the same with the individual experience of the new birth. God does not put His new wine of
eternal life into the old life of sin. He does not patch up the old garment, the "filthy rags" (Isa. 64:6) of the old
life. It must be a whole new garment. We must "put off the old" (Col. 3:9) and "put on the new" (Col. 3:10)
which is "created in Christ Jesus unto good works." (Eph. 2:10) "If any man be in Christ he is a new creation."
(2 Cor. 5:17) The old life must die; it is a new birth, and every man "thinks the old is better," until he tastes of
the "new wine" of the Spirit: "tastes and sees that the Lord is good." (Ps. 34:8)

“filthy rags”
Isaiah But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all do
64:6 fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away.
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“put off the old”; “p

ut on the new”

Colossians
3:9-10

%Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds;
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And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that

created him:
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Created in Christ Jesus to do good work

Ephesians
2:10

For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before
ordained that we should walk in them.
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“tastes and see that

the Lord is good”

Psalm
34:8

O taste and see that the LoRrD is good: blessed is the man that trusteth in him.
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"They

MEDITATION

sought means to bring him in and to lay him before Jesus." (Lk. 5:18) The palsied man was made

whole through the faith and determination of others. There is always a way to get men to the Lord if we are

willing to be
disciples of al

used of Him. He needs our assistance in His work of saving men. He said "Go ye, and make
| nations." (Mt. 28:19) Many a man or woman is left in despair because there is no man willing to

"care for his soul," and to "seek means" to bring him to Jesus, to help him find the cause of his problem. The
world is full of such hardness toward our fellowmen, and even our fellow Christians. "Passing by on the other
side" (Lk. 10:31-32) is habitual with most of us. Instead of forming a band of "four" to get around a needy one
and fortify him with faith, and help him to untangle the things that keep him from getting to Jesus, to victory.
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..to lay hhim before Jesus

Luke
5:18

4 A

i

And, behold, men brought in a bed a man which was taken with a palsy: and they sought

means to bring him in, and to lay him before him.
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“Go ye and make disciples of all nations”

Matthew
28:19
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Go ye therefore, and teach all nations (or make disciples of all nations), baptizing them in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:
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“Passing by on the other side”

Luke
10:31-32 by on the other side.
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the other side.
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*'And by chance there came down a certain priest that way: and when he saw him, he passed
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32And likewise a Levite, when he was at the place, came and looked on him, and passed by on
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Jesus "ate with publicans and sinners." (Mt. 9:11; Mk. 2:16; Lk. 5:30) His gospel is inclusive: it is not
only for the poor and the lowly, as the shepherds and the fishermen; not only for the rich and the upright, as
the wise men and Nicodemus; the outcast, the beggar, the leper, the socially ostracized-«:z, the intellectual,
the educated, ruler or slave, rich or poor, are welcome. "If any man will open the door | will come in and drink

with him."

Jesus “ate with publicans and sinners”

(Rev. 3:20) Each of us can say "He included me."

(Hymn- by Johnson Oatman)

Matthew 9:11

Mark 2:16

Luke 5:30

And when the Pharisees saw it,
they said unto his disciples, Why
eateth your Master with publicans
and sinners?
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And when the scribes and
Pharisees saw him eat with
publicans and sinners, they said
unto his disciples, How is it that he
eateth and drinketh with publicans
and sinners?
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But their scribes and Pharisees

murmured against his disciples,
saying, Why do ye eat and drink
with publicans and sinners?
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“If any man will open the door...”

Revelation Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, | will
3:20 come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.
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"New wine must be put into new bottles." (Mt. 9:17; Mk. 2:22; Lk. 5:38) Anything as fresh and new as

an experience of faith in Christ which brings eternal life, cannot be forced into some previously set form.

It is

something new and vital, entirely different. It is a new wine created especially for the wedding feast with our

divine Bridegroom.
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“New wine must be put into new bottles”

Matthew 9:17

Mark 2:22

Luke 5:38

Neither do men put new wine into
old bottles: else the bottles break,
and the wine runneth out, and the
bottles perish: but they put new
wine into new bottles, and both
are preserved.

And no man putteth new wine into
old bottles: else the new wine
doth burst the bottles, and the
wine is spilled, and the bottles will
be marred: but new wine must be
put into new bottles.

But new wine must be put into
new bottles; and both are
preserved.
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Perpetual youthfulness of spirit marks the soul reborn into the kingdom by the regenerating power of
the Holy Spirit. (Mt. 19:28; Titus 3:5) A man over seventy said, "l am not old, | have just been born again."
Jesus brought this glorious message to man: new wine in new bottles.

regenerating power

Matthew 19:28 Titus 3:5

Not by works of righteousness which we have done,
but according to his mercy he saved us, by the
washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy

And Jesus said unto them, Verily | say unto you, That
ye which have followed me, in the regeneration when
the Son of man shall sit in the throne of his glory, ye

also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve | Ghost;

tribes of Israel. B Fon O A A A
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Jesus was always happy to find people who would climb over all barriers to get to Him. It is all too easy
to give up if things do not go well when we seek God for something. We think He is not interested or that we
are not good enough; but by surmounting: iz the obstacles of our doubts we grow strong in faith. A cry of
"Lord, help!" (Mt. 15:25; Mk. 9:24) will always bring Him right to your side. He is very near and waiting to help,
as you persevere in pushing through whatever would prevent your touching the hem of His garment. (Mt. 9:20;
Mk. 5:27; Lk. 8:44)

“Lord, help!”

Matthew 15:25 Mark 9:24

Then came she and worshipped him, saying, Lord, And straightway the father of the child cried out, and

help me. said with tears, Lord, | believe; help thou mine
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touching the hem of His garment

Matthew 9:20 Mark 5:27 Luke 8:44

When she had heard of Jesus,
came in the press behind, and
touched his garment.

Came behind him, and touched
the border of his garment: and
immediately her issue of blood

And, behold, a woman, which was
diseased with an issue of blood
twelve years, came behind him,
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Matthew 9:20

Mark 5:27

Luke 8:44

and touched the hem of his

garment:
I SR N
SEIE - SR S UL S

B %+

2 <

N T

R

PRI S

E
B

stanched.
RN UL S R I s A g
P A S SRR A S

P
aoa e

FRoM THE GREEK: the imperative "Follow me," spoken to Matthew, is in the present tense, showing that

the following was to be kept up with never a let down: "Keep following Me."
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STUDY

What was the primary purpose of Jesus—to preach or to heal? Do you think others were healed
before the palsied man was brought? Why do you think no effort was made to clear the way to the door of
the house, or to let the palsied manin? Is there any other instance in which Jesus forgave a man's sins before

He healed him? Do you think the man himself had faith? Does Jesus forgive sin before one asks forgiveness?

Does it appear that the Pharisees thought Matthew had improved his condition when he gave up his
position to follow Jesus? What was the difference between Jesus' estimate of a sinner and theirs? Do you
think the Pharisees realized that Jesus knew the condition of their hearts? Did they enlist John's disciples to
help in their efforts to retard the progress of Jesus, by bringing up the matter of fasting? Were these some of
John's disciples who had not taken up with Jesus? What is the real purpose of fasting today? Is it generally
practiced? Is there any value in simply abstaining from food? What is fasting a symbol of? Did Jesus mean
that we are to mourn and be sad while He is away? Was Jesus inferring that the Jews could not receive the
"new wine" of the kingdom? Is there something good in every man which God can patch up and make into a

new garment"? What does His Word say about the "old man" (Rom. 6:6)?

“old man”
Romans Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed,
6:6 that henceforth we should not serve sin.
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REVIEW

Questions

Answers

1.

Where was Jesus ministering in this lesson?

Capernaum

2.

Where had He been?

He was on a preaching tour throughout the towns and villages of
Galilee

3.

How long was He gone?

Several weeks

4. Did He heal as well as preach? Yes
5. When He returned home did the crowds still seek Him? Yes
6. Where did the people gather to hear Him? In a house

7.

Who were some of those who sat listening to the
preaching?

Pharisees and doctors of the law

8.

What unusual interruption took place?

A man with palsy was let down through the roof to be healed

9.

What was the nature of the man's disease?

He was paralyzed

10. Who brought him to Jesus? Four of his friends
11. How did they gain Jesus' immediate attention? The sick man on his mat was lowered down from the roof right in font
of Jesus
12. What did Jesus say to him? “Son, thy sins be forgiven thee.”
13. Was this for the benefit of the others listening, as well Yes. Jesus announced His power to forgive sins.
as for the man?
14. Do you think the man was a great sinner, and ill because | Yes
of his sins?
15. Did he immediately arise? Yes
16. Why did the Pharisees criticize Jesus for forgiving sins? They said only God can forgive sins
17. What did He say when he healed the man? “Arise, take up thy bed, and go unto thine house.”
18. What was the result? He immediately rose up and took up the bed, and departed to his
own house, glorifying God.
19. Was the man still weak or was he strong? He is strong
20. Did he return thanks to Jesus? Yes, Luke said that he glorified God.
21. Did the people acknowledge the miracle? Yes
22. What was their reaction? They were all amazed and marvelled, and glorified God.
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Questions

Answers

23. Why were they afraid? They thought that they have seen strange things

24. How many disciples were with Jesus? Four or Five

25. Who was the new disciple called? Matthew

26. Was he to be one of the Twelve? Yes

27. What were his two names? Matthew and Levi

28. What was his father's name? Alphaeus

29. What was his business? He is a publican (or tax collector)

30. Was he a poor man? No

31. Why was he called a sinner? He was employed by the Roman government to collect taxes from his
fellow Jews

32. What was his response to Jesus' call? He immediately left all and follow Jesus

33. How did he celebrate? He gave a great feast for Jesus and His disciples

34. Was this a public testimony? Yes

35. Who were the guests at the feast? Many of the publicans and sinners

36. What did the Pharisees use as an excuse for criticism on | Jesus ate and drank with the publicans and sinners.

this occasion?

37. To whom did they put the question? Jesus’ disciples

38. Who answered? Jesus Himself

39. What was the answer? “They that are whole need not a physician, but they that are sick. | came not
to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.”

40. What did Jesus mean? Jesus came to seek the sinners: not those who considered themselves
righteous.

41. Were the Pharisees righteous? No.

42. Why did they fast? They fast to show people how religious they are.

43. Why did Jesus' disciples not fast? For Jesus (the bridegroom) is with them and it is a time of fellowship
and rejoicing.

44. Did Jesus tell them to do so? Yes

45. Who was the bridegroom mentioned? Jesus Himself
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Questions

Answers

46. Was He going to leave them?

Yes

47. What was the difference between John's disciples and
Jesus' disciples?

Through the new birth, Jesus’ disciples enter into the Kingdom of
God.

48. What is the meaning of the old and new bottles?

The old bottles represent the old religious forms.

49. What is the meaning in the individual life?

God does not put His new wine of eternal life into the old life of sin.
Our old life must die.

50. Did Jesus say that one should immediately appreciate
the new way of life?

When one tastes the new wine of the eternal life, he will appreciate
it.

51. What does God's word say about the garments of our
own righteousness?

Like the filthy rags
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