— Lesson 53 —

CHRIST AND THE TEMPLE
DAILY READINGS:
Monday: Matthew 1:1-25
Tuesday: Luke 2:21-40
Wednesday: Leviticus 12:1-8
Thursday: Luke 2:40-52
Friday: John 2:12-25
Saturday: Mark 11:12-18
Sunday: Isaiah 56:1-7

Matthew 12:6
But | say unto you, that in this place is one greater than the temple.
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INTRODUCTION:

As the children of Israel journeyed through the wilderness, the tabernacle was pitched right in the
center of the twelve tribes. Because of their stubborn disobedience it was finally removed to the outskirts of
the camp. Once in the promised land, the tabernacle was pitched at Shiloh. It remained there until David
brought the ark to Jerusalem and set up a tent for it there. When the temple was dedicated by Solomon the
glory of the Lord filled the sanctuary. It became the center of activity in Israel. Its fortunes rose and fell with
the spiritual character of the kings of Judah. The temple alternately fell into decay and was repaired until
Nebuchadnezzar destroyed it and took Judah captive.

After seventy years Cyrus decreed the rebuilding of the temple. The second temple was a shadow of
the first. But God's presence blessed it in the days of Ezra, Nehemiah, Zechariah and Malachi.

The temple of Jesus' day was built by Herod the great. It took forty-six years to build and was the pride
of the Jews. But it was void of the presence of God. No ark rested behind the veil. "Your house is left unto
you desolate," (Matthew 23:38; Luke 13:35) Jesus lamented, indicating God's presence was not there. This
temple was the scene of many of the gospel incidents as well as the location of the outpouring of the Holy
Spirit on the Day of Pentecost.

Matthew 23:38 Luke 13:35
Behold, your house is left unto you desolate. Behold, your house is left unto you desolate: and
AT A A S S Sl SR C A verily | say unto you, Ye shall not see me, until the

time come when ye shall say, Blessed is he that
cometh in the name of the Lord.

I A B I S - N SRS A
o RN PR VR F 7 L S L S R i
PoErE ALk &R F O e

LESSON NOTES:

My Father's Business: Eight days after Jesus was born in Bethlehem, He was circumcised according to
the law. After the days of purification according to the law, Mary took the baby and, with Joseph, went to the
temple to offer the sacrifice for purification. Mary's offering was according to the law. Since she was unable

to bring a lamb, it was either a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons. This took place thirty-three days
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after the birth of Jesus. The law required thirty-three days of purification after the birth of a boy. If the child
should be a girl, the days of purification were doubled, sixty-six (Lev. 12:2-8).

This was the first visit of the child Jesus to the temple. It was also required by the law that every male
firstborn was to be considered holy to the Lord. This was in memory of the deliverance of the Israelite
firstborn in Egypt by the sprinkling of the first passover blood (Ex. 13:2). On this first visit to the temple, Mary
offered the sacrifice for her purification and presented the baby Jesus to the Lord. Simeon, an aged priest,
was led by the Spirit to the temple just at the right time. He took the babe in his arms and said, "Lord, now
lettest thou thy servant depart in peace for mine eyes have seen thy salvation" (Luke 2:29). He had been
assured that he would not die till he had seen the Messiah. He prophesied concerning Jesus and the mother.
Anna also saw and recognized the babe and spoke of Him to those who looked for redemption (Luke 2:38).

The firstborn male belongs to the Lord

Exodus Sanctify unto me all the firstborn, whatsoever openeth the womb among the children of
13:2 Israel, both of man and of beast: it is mine.
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Simeon’s prayer

Luke Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word:
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Anna

Luke 2:38 And she coming in that instant gave thanks likewise unto the Lord, and spake of him to all

them that looked for redemption in Jerusalem.
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After their return to Nazareth from Egypt, Mary and Joseph went every year to the temple at the
passover. Jesus apparently did not go with them until he was twelve years of age. This may have been
because Archelaus, the son of Herod, ruled in Jerusalem until his death about this time. Jesus remained
behind in the temple hearing the Doctors and asking them questions. When his parents finally found Him they
remonstrated with Him. He responded, "How is it that ye sought me? Wist ye not that | must be about my
Father's business?" (Luke 2:49).

Luke And he said unto them, How is it that ye sought me? wist ye not that | must be about my
2:49 Father's business?
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My Father's House: Twice during His ministry Jesus cleansed the temple of the merchants and
merchandise that found its way there. On the earliest occasion, just after His first miracle at Cana, Jesus made
a scourge of small cords and drove out the merchants and the sheep and oxen. He overturned the money
changers tables and said, "Make not my Father's house an house of merchandise” (John 2:16). His disciples
were reminded of the words of the Psalmist, "The zeal of thine house hath eaten me up" (Psalm 69:9). The
Jews asked what sign He could show them as His authority for His action. Jesus responded, "Destroy this
temple and in three days | will raise it up." They ridiculed Him for they did not understand that Jesus spoke of
the temple of His body and foretold His resurrection (John 2:19-22).



Jesus cleansed the temple

John And said unto them that sold doves, Take these things hence; make not my Father's house an
2:16 house of merchandise.
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Disciples were reminded of Psalm 69:9

Psalm For the zeal of thine house hath eaten me up; and the reproaches of them that reproached
69:9 thee are fallen upon me.
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Jesus spoke of the temple of His body

John %)esus answered and said unto them, Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.
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’Then said the Jews, Forty and six years was this temple in building, and wilt thou rear it up
in three days?
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21But he spake of the temple of his body.
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2Z\When therefore he was risen from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this
unto them; and they believed the scripture, and the word which Jesus had said.
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At the very end of His ministry, after the triumphal entry, Jesus once again cleared out the temple.
Again he overturned the tables of money changers and drove out those who bought and sold. He allowed no
one to carry any thing through the sacred confines of the temple. He taught them, "Is it not written, My house
shall be called of all nations the house of prayer? but he have made it a den of thieves" (Mark 11:17). This
passage from (Isaiah 56:7) foretells that the temple will be a house of prayer for eunuchs and strangers and
indeed for all nations. The Jews preferred an exclusive society. They determined to do away with Jesus but
were restrained by fear of the common people.

House of Prayer

Mark 11:17 Isaiah 56:7

And he taught, saying unto them, Is it not written, My | Even them will | bring to my holy mountain, and
house shall be called of all nations the house of make them joyful in my house of prayer: their burnt
prayer? but ye have made it a den of thieves. offerings and their sacrifices shall be accepted upon

o e opom g 2 e F R A eh mine altar; for mine house shall be called an house of
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THE LESSONS:

If Jesus strove so for the sanctity of Herod's temple, which was void of the presence of God, how much
more careful ought we to be to maintain our sanctuaries as houses of prayer. Let merchandising and other
unsanctified activities be cast out. There are places enough for such business. Prayer should be the foremost
activity in our "temples.”

Everything revolved around the temple and its worship in the devout Jewish family. Three times a year
the men were required to appear before the Lord at the temple in Jerusalem; this, of course, in addition to
weekly Sabbath attendance at local synagogues. It is healthy for the Christian family to center its activities
around the church. School demands much time from our children. This ought to be counterbalanced by as
much church-centered activity as possible.



Monday: Matthew 1:1-25

The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham.
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2Abraham begat Isaac; and Isaac begat Jacob; and Jacob begat Judas and his brethren;
TR F A e et e d g vt b A % e B o SR

3And Judas begat Phares and Zara of Thamar; and Phares begat Esrom; and Esrom begat Aram;
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*And Aram begat Aminadab; and Aminadab begat Naasson; and Naasson begat Salmon;
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>And Salmon begat Booz of Rachab; and Booz begat Obed of Ruth; and Obed begat Jesse;
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®And Jesse begat David the king; and David the king begat Solomon of her that had been the wife of Urias;
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’And Solomon begat Roboam; and Roboam begat Abia; and Abia begat Asa;
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8And Asa begat Josaphat; and Josaphat begat Joram; and Joram begat Ozias;
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And Ozias begat Joatham; and Joatham begat Achaz; and Achaz begat Ezekias;
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And Ezekias begat Manasses; and Manasses begat Amon; and Amon begat Josias;
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“And Josias begat Jechonias and his brethren, about the time they were carried away to Babylon:
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2And after they were brought to Babylon, Jechonias begat Salathiel; and Salathiel begat Zorobabel;
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3And Zorobabel begat Abiud; and Abiud begat Eliakim; and Eliakim begat Azor;
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“And Azor begat Sadoc; and Sadoc begat Achim; and Achim begat Eliud;
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And Eliud begat Eleazar; and Eleazar begat Matthan; and Matthan begat Jacob;
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®And Jacob begat Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus, who is called Christ.
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750 all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen generations; and from David until the carrying
away into Babylon are fourteen generations; and from the carrying away into Babylon unto Christ are fourteen
generations.
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BNow the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as his mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, before
they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Ghost.
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¥ Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not willing to make her a public example, was minded to

put her away privily.
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208yt while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of the LORD appeared unto him in a dream, saying,
“Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of
the Holy Ghost.
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ZIAnd she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their
sins.”
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2N\ ow all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying,
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2"’"Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel,
which being interpreted is, God with us.”
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%Then Joseph being raised from sleep did as the angel of the Lord had bidden him, and took unto him his wife:
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And knew her not till she had brought forth her firstborn son: and he called his name JESUS.
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Tuesday: Luke 2:21-40

ZIAnd when eight days were accomplished for the circumcising of the child, his name was called JESUS, which

was so named of the angel before he was conceived in the womb.
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2And when the days of her purification according to the law of Moses were accomplished, they brought him

to Jerusalem, to present him to the Lord;
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2(As it is written in the law of the LORD, Every male that openeth the womb shall be called holy to the Lord;)
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2And to offer a sacrifice according to that which is said in the law of the Lord, A pair of turtledoves, or two

young pigeons.
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And, behold, there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon; and the same man was just and

devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel: and the Holy Ghost was upon him.
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%6And it was revealed unto him by the Holy Ghost, that he should not see death, before he had seen the Lord's

Christ.
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2’And he came by the Spirit into the temple: and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him

after the custom of the law,
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2Then took he him up in his arms, and blessed God, and said,
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21 ord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word:
A ) 40 20T R R oehE > B oA R E R

*For mine eyes have seen thy salvation,
Bl R A o g LR Rt B —

3Which thou hast prepared before the face of all people;
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2p light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel.
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3And Joseph and his mother marvelled at those things which were spoken of him.
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3 And Simeon blessed them, and said unto Mary his mother, Behold, this child is set for the fall and rising
again of many in Israel; and for a sign which shall be spoken against;

Ao B OP RS 0 X B2 b Rl f W g AR d A
I T I R SR = G- r I R < AN A sl R - S L R - B

s RO 7 e
35(Yea, a sword shall pierce through thy own soul also,) that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.

¥ And there was one Anna, a prophetess, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Aser: she was of a great age,
and had lived with an husband seven years from her virginity;
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¥ And she was a widow of about fourscore and four years, which departed not from the temple, but served

God with fastings and prayers night and day.
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¥And she coming in that instant gave thanks likewise unto the Lord, and spake of him to all them that looked

for redemption in Jerusalem.
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¥And when they had performed all things according to the law of the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their

own city Nazareth.
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“And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, filled with wisdom: and the grace of God was upon him.
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Wednesday: Leviticus 12:1-8

'And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
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2Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, If a woman have conceived seed, and born a man child: then she
shall be unclean seven days; according to the days of the separation for her infirmity shall she be unclean.
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3And in the eighth day the flesh of his foreskin shall be circumcised.
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*And she shall then continue in the blood of her purifying three and thirty days; she shall touch no hallowed
thing, nor come into the sanctuary, until the days of her purifying be fulfilled.
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>But if she bear a maid child, then she shall be unclean two weeks, as in her separation: and she shall continue
in the blood of her purifying threescore and six days.
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®And when the days of her purifying are fulfilled, for a son, or for a daughter, she shall bring a lamb of the first
year for a burnt offering, and a young pigeon, or a turtledove, for a sin offering, unto the door of the
tabernacle of the congregation, unto the priest:
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"Who shall offer it before the LORD, and make an atonement for her; and she shall be cleansed from the issue
of her blood. This is the law for her that hath born a male or a female.
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8And if she be not able to bring a lamb, then she shall bring two turtles, or two young pigeons; the one for the
burnt offering, and the other for a sin offering: and the priest shall make an atonement for her, and she shall

be clean.
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Thursday: Luke 2:40-52

*0And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, filled with wisdom: and the grace of God was upon him.
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“Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the feast of the passover.
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*And when he was twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem after the custom of the feast.
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And when they had fulfilled the days, as they returned, the child Jesus tarried behind in Jerusalem; and

Joseph and his mother knew not of it.
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*But they, supposing him to have been in the company, went a day's journey; and they sought him among

their kinsfolk and acquaintance.
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**And when they found him not, they turned back again to Jerusalem, seeking him.
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*®And it came to pass, that after three days they found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the doctors,
both hearing them, and asking them questions.
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*’And all that heard him were astonished at his understanding and answers.
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*®And when they saw him, they were amazed: and his mother said unto him, Son, why hast thou thus dealt
with us? behold, thy father and | have sought thee sorrowing.
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*9And he said unto them, How is it that ye sought me? wist ye not that | must be about my Father's business?
ok o:o3 H AR A 2 F A A R F AR HE FA A (AT AR A
AR o R A ) ?

*%And they understood not the saying which he spake unto them.
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>’And he went down with them, and came to Nazareth, and was subject unto them: but his mother kept all
these sayings in her heart.
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>2And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and man.
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Friday: John 2:12-25

L2After this he went down to Capernaum, he, and his mother, and his brethren, and his disciples: and they

continued there not many days.
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3And the Jews' passover was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.
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“And found in the temple those that sold oxen and sheep and doves, and the changers of money sitting:
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>And when he had made a scourge of small cords, he drove them all out of the temple, and the sheep, and

the oxen; and poured out the changers' money, and overthrew the tables;
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®And said unto them that sold doves, Take these things hence; make not my Father's house an house of

merchandise.
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YAnd his disciples remembered that it was written, The zeal of thine house hath eaten me up.
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¥Then answered the Jews and said unto him, What sign shewest thou unto us, seeing that thou doest these
things?
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9)esus answered and said unto them, Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.
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2’Then said the Jews, Forty and six years was this temple in building, and wilt thou rear it up in three days?
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21But he spake of the temple of his body.
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2Z\When therefore he was risen from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this unto them; and
they believed the scripture, and the word which Jesus had said.
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2Now when he was in Jerusalem at the passover, in the feast day, many believed in his name, when they saw
the miracles which he did.
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248yt Jesus did not commit himself unto them, because he knew all men,
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2And needed not that any should testify of man: for he knew what was in man.
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Saturday: Mark 11:12-18

2And on the morrow, when they were come from Bethany, he was hungry:
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BAnd seeing a fig tree afar off having leaves, he came, if haply he might find any thing thereon: and when he
came to it, he found nothing but leaves; for the time of figs was not yet.
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“And Jesus answered and said unto it, No man eat fruit of thee hereafter for ever. And his disciples heard it.
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>And they come to Jerusalem: and Jesus went into the temple, and began to cast out them that sold and

bought in the temple, and overthrew the tables of the moneychangers, and the seats of them that sold doves;
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®And would not suffer that any man should carry any vessel through the temple.
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YAnd he taught, saying unto them, Is it not written, My house shall be called of all nations the house of prayer?
but ye have made it a den of thieves.
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¥And the scribes and chief priests heard it, and sought how they might destroy him: for they feared him,

because all the people was astonished at his doctrine.
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Sunday: Isaiah 56:1-7

Thus saith the LORD, Keep ye judgment, and do justice: for my salvation is near to come, and my
righteousness to be revealed.
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’Blessed is the man that doeth this, and the son of man that layeth hold on it; that keepeth the sabbath from

polluting it, and keepeth his hand from doing any evil.
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Neither let the son of the stranger, that hath joined himself to the LORD, speak, saying, The LORD hath utterly
separated me from his people: neither let the eunuch say, Behold, | am a dry tree.
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*For thus saith the LORD unto the eunuchs that keep my sabbaths, and choose the things that please me, and
take hold of my covenant;
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>Even unto them will | give in mine house and within my walls a place and a name better than of sons and of
daughters: | will give them an everlasting name, that shall not be cut off.
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®Also the sons of the stranger, that join themselves to the LORD, to serve him, and to love the name of the
LORD, to be his servants, every one that keepeth the sabbath from polluting it, and taketh hold of my
covenant;
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’Even them will | bring to my holy mountain, and make them joyful in my house of prayer: their burnt offerings

and their sacrifices shall be accepted upon mine altar; for mine house shall be called an house of prayer for all

people.
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