— Lesson 51 —

CHRIST AND THE END
DAILY READINGS:

Monday: Matthew 24:36-51
Tuesday: Genesis 6:9-13; 7:11-24
Wednesday: Luke 17:20-27
Thursday: Luke 17:28-37

Friday: Genesis 18:16-33
Saturday: Genesis 19:1-3; 12-28
Sunday: Matthew 25:1-13

Matthew 25:13

Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh.
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INTRODUCTION:

The disciples proudly pointed out the buildings of the temple to Jesus. He startled them by declaring
that not one stone would be left upon another. All would be thrown down. When they reached the Mount of
Olives and sat down, the disciples privately asked Him when these things should come to pass. They also
asked what would be the sign of His coming and of the end of the age. The Lord's answer to these questions
has come to be known as the Olivet Discourse (Matthew 24:4-25; 46).

First the Lord deals with the end of the Jewish nation and the destruction of the temple and the city of
Jerusalem (Matt. 24:4-28, 32-35). The disciples were warned that when the Roman armies (abomination of
desolation) approached they should flee into the mountains. This was the sign of the end for Israel, Jerusalem,
and the temple.

Jesus also answered His disciples’ question about the end of the age (Matt. 24:36-51). He then
illustrated His teaching with parables teaching us how to be prepared for His second coming and the end of
the age.

LESSON NOTES:

The Days of Noah and Lot: Jesus plainly taught that the day and hour of the end were unknown.
Neither the angels nor the Son of man Himself knew, but only the Father. He warned that the day would
come suddenly and unexpectedly upon the world. It would be like the flood in Noah's day and like the
destruction of Sodom: without outward signs to give warning.

While Noah built the ark, life in the world went on unaffected by the warnings of the preacher of
righteousness. The populace ate and drank as usual. Marriage and family life went on as it had. The people
had no outward signs to warn them of the approaching doom; only the preaching of Noah. Suddenly, without
any other warning, when Noah, his sons, and their wives entered into the ark, the flood broke loose and took
them all away (Matt. 24:37-39). "So shall also the coming of the Son of man be" (vs. 39). Suddenly, without
any outward warning the judgment shall be let loose, taking away the wicked.

Matthew 3’But as the days of Noah were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.
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38For as in the days that were before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and

giving in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark,
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*And knew not until the flood came, and took them all away; so shall also the coming of the
Son of man be.
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In a similar passage in Luke (17:20-37) the Lord refers not only to Noah, but also to Lot (vss. 28-30), Lot
"pitched his tent toward Sodom" and finally became involved in the politics of that wicked city. Its sin reached
to heaven and God determined to destroy it with several nearby cities. Abraham interceded for the righteous
that might be in the city. But when ten righteous men could not be found God prepared to rescue Lot and
destroy the city. The angels of the Lord warned Lot. He, in turn, warned the husbands of two of his daughters.
They would not believe him. Finally the angels literally pulled Lot, his wife, and two unmarried daughters out
of the city. As soon as Lot was safe the judgment fell. There were no warning signs. Life went onin and
around Sodom as it had for years. They ate and drank as usual. They bought and sold as always. Seeds were
sown in anticipation of a harvest that never was gathered. Instead, the day that Lot went out of Sodom the
wicked were gathered and cast into a furnace of fire (Matt. 13:41,42). Fire and brimstone fell from the sky
and destroyed them all. "Even thus shall it be in the day when the Son of man is revealed" (Luke 17:30). The
point to these two illustrations from Genesis is that "business as usual" was going on in both cases when the
judgment fell. Just so, the final judgment will come totally unexpected.

Jesus also refers to Lot

Luke 28| ikewise also as it was in the days of Lot; they did eat, they drank, they bought, they sold,
17:28-30 they planted, they builded;
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2%But the same day that Lot went out of Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from heaven, and
destroyed them all.
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3%Even thus shall it be in the day when the Son of man is revealed.
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The wicked were gathered and cast into a furnace of fire

Matthew *The Son of man shall send forth his angels, and they shall gather out of his kingdom all
13:41,42 things that offend, and them which do iniquity;
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*And shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth.
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Watch Therefore: Since the day that Jesus was "taken up -- into heaven," the redeemed of Christ with
the men of Galilee have had an expectant upward look. He is coming again in like manner as He went into
heaven. But we are not to stand on a mountain gazing into heaven. We are to tarry at Jerusalem until we are

endued with power. Like the ten virgins, we are to get oil in our vessels and be like unto men who watch for
their Lord.



Jesus gave several illustrations to underline the importance of constant vigilance. He compared His
return to that of a thief breaking into a house. If the owner knew when the thief was coming he would have
been ready for him and not allowed his house to be broken up (Matt. 24:43, 44).

Matthew
24:43,44

But know this, that if the goodman of the house had known in what watch the thief would
come, he would have watched, and would not have suffered his house to be broken up.
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*“Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh.
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Jesus also told of the servant who was given charge of the house and servants while his lord takes a
long journey. If, when the lord returns, he finds the servant faithfully doing his duty, the lord will make him
steward and ruler over all his goods. But if that servant presumes that his lord's return will be delayed
interminably=« s, and he abuses his fellow servants and carouses in drunkenness and gluttony, the return of
his lord will catch him unawares. He will be punished; cut asunder, and appointed his portion in the place
where there is weeping and gnashing of teeth (vss. 45-51).

Matthew
24:45-51

“Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his lord hath made ruler over his household,

to give them meat in due season?
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**Blessed is that servant, whom his lord when he cometh shall find so doing.
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Verily | say unto you, That he shall make him ruler over all his goods.
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*8But and if that evil servant shall say in his heart, My lord delayeth his coming;
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*SAnd shall begin to smite his fellowservants, and to eat and drink with the drunken;
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*The lord of that servant shall come in a day when he looketh not for him, and in an hour

that he is not aware of,
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>’And shall cut him asunder, and appoint him his portion with the hypocrites: there shall be
weeping and gnashing of teeth.
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The story of the ten virgins is also intended to inspire watchfulness in us, even though there be long

delay.




THE LESSONS:

The one certain emphasis the Lord gave to His teaching on the end of the age is that no sign will
indicate the imminent end. Any teaching contrary to this is certainly in error. To attempt to calculate years is
folly. To look for certain events such as the emergence of some anti-Christ figure, or the building of a temple
in Jerusalem as indications of the Lord's return is completely contrary to the teaching of Jesus. We are to have

a full supply of His Holy Spirit in our vessels, and we are to occupy till He come. In this way we will be ready for
His return. And we are to expect it at any time.



The disciples proudly pointed out the buildings of the temple to Jesus. He startled them by declaring that not one stone would be left upon another. All
would be thrown down. When they reached the Mount of Olives and sat down, the disciples privately asked Him when these things should come to pass. They also
asked what would be the sign of His coming and of the end of the age. (Matthew 24:1-3) The Lord's answer to these questions has come to be known as the Olivet
Discourse (Matthew 24:4-25; 46).

First the Lord deals with the end of the Jewish nation and the destruction of the temple and the city of Jerusalem (Matt. 24:4-28, 32-35). The disciples were
warned that when the Roman armies (abomination of desolation) approached they should flee into the mountains. This was the sign of the end for Israel, Jerusalem,
and the temple.

Jesus also answered His disciples’ question about the end of the age (Matt. 24:36-51). He then illustrated His teaching with parables teaching us how to be
prepared for His second coming and the end of the age.

Matthew 24:1-3
'And Jesus went out, and departed from the temple: and his disciples came to him for to shew him the

buildings of the temple.
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2And Jesus said unto them, See ye not all these things? verily | say unto you, There shall not be left here one
stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down.
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3And as he sat upon the mount of Olives, the disciples came unto him privately, saying, Tell us, when shall
these things be? and what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world?
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Olivet Discourse
(Matthew 24:4-25; 46)

Matthew 24

*And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that no man deceive you.
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>For many shall come in my name, saying, | am Christ; and shall deceive many.
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®And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all these things must come to
pass, but the end is not yet.
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’For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines, and pestilences,

and earthquakes, in divers places.
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8All these are the beginning of sorrows.
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Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you: and ye shall be hated of all nations for my

name's sake.
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%And then shall many be offended, and shall betray one another, and shall hate one another.
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"And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many.
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2And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold.
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13But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.
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“And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then
shall the end come.
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First the Lord deals with the end of the Jewish nation and the destruction of the temple and the city of Jerusalem . The disciples were warned that when the Roman
armies (abomination of desolation) approached they should flee into the mountains. This was the sign of the end for Israel, Jerusalem, and the temple.

>When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the
holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand:)
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®Then let them which be in Judaea flee into the mountains:
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YLet him which is on the housetop not come down to take any thing out of his house:
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¥Neither let him which is in the field return back to take his clothes.
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YAnd woe unto them that are with child, and to them that give suck in those days!
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2Byt pray ye that your flight be not in the winter, neither on the sabbath day:
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IFor then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever
shall be.
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2And except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for the elect's sake those
days shall be shortened.
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2Then if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is Christ, or there; believe it not.
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*For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that,

if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect.
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25Behold, | have told you before.
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*®Wherefore if they shall say unto you, Behold, he is in the desert; go not forth: behold, he is in the secret
chambers; believe it not.
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%’For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the west; so shall also the coming of the

Son of man be.
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8For wheresoever the carcase is, there will the eagles be gathered together.
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[Just as the gathering of vultures shows there is a carcass nearby, so these signs indicate that the end is near.] NLT

29Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her
light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken:

RO g 3o - i 3 EIE;T,T&%E”J & S A % ok BB OB O OB o XA
P e R

T

o

°And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn,

and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.
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3'And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect from
the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.
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32Now learn a parable of the fig tree; When his branch is yet tender, and putteth forth leaves, ye know that
summer is nigh:
BT MR T R AR B S MR RE A EE B P R TR

3350 likewise ye, when ye shall see all these things, know that it is near, even at the doors.
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34Verin | say unto you, This generation shall not pass, till all these things be fulfilled.
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**Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away.
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Monday: Matthew 24:36-51

Jesus answered His disciples’ question about the end of the age

3But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father only.
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3’But as the days of Noah were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.
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*8For as in the days that were before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage,
until the day that Noe entered into the ark,
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**And knew not until the flood came, and took them all away; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.
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*Then shall two be in the field; the one shall be taken, and the other left.
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“ITwo women shall be grinding at the mill; the one shall be taken, and the other left.
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*\Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come.
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“3But know this, that if the goodman of the house had known in what watch the thief would come, he would
have watched, and would not have suffered his house to be broken up.
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“Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh.
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Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his lord hath made ruler over his household, to give them

meat in due season?
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**Blessed is that servant, whom his lord when he cometh shall find so doing.
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*"Verily | say unto you, That he shall make him ruler over all his goods.
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*But and if that evil servant shall say in his heart, My lord delayeth his coming;
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*SAnd shall begin to smite his fellowservants, and to eat and drink with the drunken;
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*°The lord of that servant shall come in a day when he looketh not for him, and in an hour that he is not aware
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>*And shall cut him asunder, and appoint him his portion with the hypocrites: there shall be weeping and
gnashing of teeth.
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Tuesday: Genesis 6:9-13; 7:11-24

These are the generations of Noah: Noah was a just man and perfect in his generations, and Noah walked
with God.
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%And Noah begat three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth.
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YThe earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with violence.
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2And God looked upon the earth, and, behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted his way upon the
earth.
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3And God said unto Noah, The end of all flesh is come before me; for the earth is filled with violence through
them; and, behold, | will destroy them with the earth.
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"M the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second month, the seventeenth day of the month, the same

day were all the fountains of the great deep broken up, and the windows of heaven were opened.
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2And the rain was upon the earth forty days and forty nights.
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B3I the selfsame day entered Noah, and Shem, and Ham, and Japheth, the sons of Noah, and Noah's wife, and
the three wives of his sons with them, into the ark;
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YThey, and every beast after his kind, and all the cattle after their kind, and every creeping thing that

creepeth upon the earth after his kind, and every fowl after his kind, every bird of every sort.
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>And they went in unto Noah into the ark, two and two of all flesh, wherein is the breath of life.
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*And they that went in, went in male and female of all flesh, as God had commanded him: and the LORD shut
him in.
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YAnd the flood was forty days upon the earth; and the waters increased, and bare up the ark, and it was lift
up above the earth.
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¥And the waters prevailed, and were increased greatly upon the earth; and the ark went upon the face of the

waters.
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YAnd the waters prevailed exceedingly upon the earth; and all the high hills, that were under the whole

heaven, were covered.
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2OFifteen cubits upward did the waters prevail; and the mountains were covered.
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2And all flesh died that moved upon the earth, both of fowl, and of cattle, and of beast, and of every creeping

thing that creepeth upon the earth, and every man:
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22Al1 in whose nostrils was the breath of life, of all that was in the dry land, died.
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2And every living substance was destroyed which was upon the face of the ground, both man, and cattle, and
the creeping things, and the fowl of the heaven; and they were destroyed from the earth: and Noah only

remained alive, and they that were with him in the ark.
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**And the waters prevailed upon the earth an hundred and fifty days.
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Wednesday: Luke 17:20-27

2And when he was demanded of the Pharisees, when the kingdom of God should come, he answered them
and said, The kingdom of God cometh not with observation:
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?!Neither shall they say, Lo here! or, lo there! for, behold, the kingdom of God is within you.
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22And he said unto the disciples, The days will come, when ye shall desire to see one of the days of the Son of
man, and ye shall not see it.
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2And they shall say to you, See here; or, see there: go not after them, nor follow them.
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**For as the lightning, that lighteneth out of the one part under heaven, shineth unto the other part under
heaven; so shall also the Son of man be in his day.
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2>But first must he suffer many things, and be rejected of this generation.
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°And as it was in the days of Noe, so shall it be also in the days of the Son of man.
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*’They did eat, they drank, they married wives, they were given in marriage, until the day that Noah entered
into the ark, and the flood came, and destroyed them all.
FROPE BF e A X oy A ovho X B X RS | ¥R i 3 4 g FRop oo R J\ﬁ‘ui? RN A S AN

12



Thursday: Luke 17:28-37

28| ikewise also as it was in the days of Lot; they did eat, they drank, they bought, they sold, they planted, they
builded;
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29But the same day that Lot went out of Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from heaven, and destroyed them
all.
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3%Even thus shall it be in the day when the Son of man is revealed.
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*1In that day, he which shall be upon the housetop, and his stuff in the house, let him not come down to take

it away: and he that is in the field, let him likewise not return back.
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32Remember Lot's wife.
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3Whosoever shall seek to save his life shall lose it; and whosoever shall lose his life shall preserve it.
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3 tell you, in that night there shall be two men in one bed; the one shall be taken, and the other shall be left.
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3>Two women shall be grinding together; the one shall be taken, and the other left.
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3*Two men shall be in the field; the one shall be taken, and the other left.
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And they answered and said unto him, Where, Lord? And he said unto them, Wheresoever the body is,

thither will the eagles be gathered together.
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Friday: Genesis 18:16-33

®And the men rose up from thence, and looked toward Sodom: and Abraham went with them to bring them

on the way.
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YAnd the LORD said, Shall | hide from Abraham that thing which | do;
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18Seeing that Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth shall be
blessed in him?
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For I know him, that he will command his children and his household after him, and they shall keep the way

of the LORD, to do justice and judgment; that the LORD may bring upon Abraham that which he hath spoken

of him.
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2°And the LORD said, Because the cry of Sodom and Gomorrah is great, and because their sin is very grievous;
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21 will go down now, and see whether they have done altogether according to the cry of it, which is come
unto me; and if not, | will know.
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22And the men turned their faces from thence, and went toward Sodom: but Abraham stood yet before the

LORD.
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2And Abraham drew near, and said, Wilt thou also destroy the righteous with the wicked?
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**peradventure there be fifty righteous within the city: wilt thou also destroy and not spare the place for the

fifty righteous that are therein?
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That be far from thee to do after this manner, to slay the righteous with the wicked: and that the righteous
should be as the wicked, that be far from thee: Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?
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2°And the LORD said, If | find in Sodom fifty righteous within the city, then | will spare all the place for their

sakes.
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2’And Abraham answered and said, Behold now, | have taken upon me to speak unto the LORD, which am but

dust and ashes:
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?8peradventure there shall lack five of the fifty righteous: wilt thou destroy all the city for lack of five? And he
said, If | find there forty and five, | will not destroy it.
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2And he spake unto him yet again, and said, Peradventure there shall be forty found there. And he said, I will

not do it for forty's sake.
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%And he said unto him, Oh let not the LORD be angry, and | will speak: Peradventure there shall thirty be
found there. And he said, | will not do it, if | find thirty there.
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*And he said, Behold now, | have taken upon me to speak unto the LORD: Peradventure there shall be twenty
found there. And he said, | will not destroy it for twenty's sake.
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32And he said, Oh let not the LORD be angry, and | will speak yet but this once: Peradventure ten shall be
found there. And he said, | will not destroy it for ten's sake.
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*3And the LORD went his way, as soon as he had left communing with Abraham: and Abraham returned unto

his place.
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Saturday: Genesis 19:1-3; 12-28

'And there came two angels to Sodom at even; and Lot sat in the gate of Sodom: and Lot seeing them rose up
to meet them; and he bowed himself with his face toward the ground;
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2And he said, Behold now, my lords, turn in, | pray you, into your servant's house, and tarry all night, and wash
your feet, and ye shall rise up early, and go on your ways. And they said, Nay; but we will abide in the street all

night.
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*And he pressed upon them greatly; and they turned in unto him, and entered into his house; and he made
them a feast, and did bake unleavened bread, and they did eat.
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And the men said unto Lot, Hast thou here any besides? son in law, and thy sons, and thy daughters, and
whatsoever thou hast in the city, bring them out of this place:

A HEREEFR R eaR s A AE? EHALAHE L2t ey P - 2 R4
L N A S = o R A

BEor we will destroy this place, because the cry of them is waxen great before the face of the LORD; and the
LORD hath sent us to destroy it.

AR OE R B E S 5 F A BN R R AN Ea B d A s R e E LA Pk &
R iR E 3 o

“And Lot went out, and spake unto his sons in law, which married his daughters, and said, Up, get you out of
this place; for the LORD will destroy this city. But he seemed as one that mocked unto his sons in law.
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>And when the morning arose, then the angels hastened Lot, saying, Arise, take thy wife, and thy two
daughters, which are here; lest thou be consumed in the iniquity of the city.
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*And while he lingered, the men laid hold upon his hand, and upon the hand of his wife, and upon the hand of
his two daughters; the LORD being merciful unto him: and they brought him forth, and set him without the

city.
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YAnd it came to pass, when they had brought them forth abroad, that he said, Escape for thy life; look not

behind thee, neither stay thou in all the plain; escape to the mountain, lest thou be consumed.
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¥And Lot said unto them, Oh, not so, my LORD:
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“Behold now, thy servant hath found grace in thy sight, and thou hast magnified thy mercy, which thou hast
shewed unto me in saving my life; and | cannot escape to the mountain, lest some evil take me, and | die:
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2%Behold now, this city is near to flee unto, and it is a little one: Oh, let me escape thither, (is it not a little one?)

and my soul shall live.
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>’And he said unto him, See, | have accepted thee concerning this thing also, that | will not overthrow this city,

for the which thou hast spoken.
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*?Haste thee, escape thither; for | cannot do anything till thou be come thither. Therefore the name of the city

was called Zoar.
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23The sun was risen upon the earth when Lot entered into Zoar.
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?*Then the LORD rained upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah brimstone and fire from the LORD out of heaven;
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2And he overthrew those cities, and all the plain, and all the inhabitants of the cities, and that which grew

upon the ground.
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2°But his wife looked back from behind him, and she became a pillar of salt.
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2’ And Abraham gat up early in the morning to the place where he stood before the LORD:
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28And he looked toward Sodom and Gomorrah, and toward all the land of the plain, and beheld, and, lo, the

smoke of the country went up as the smoke of a furnace.
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Sunday: Matthew 25:1-13

Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins, which took their lamps, and went forth to meet
the bridegroom.
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And five of them were wise, and five were foolish.
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*They that were foolish took their lamps, and took no oil with them:
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*But the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps.
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>While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept.
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®And at midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him.
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"Then all those virgins arose, and trimmed their lamps.
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8And the foolish said unto the wise, Give us of your oil; for our lamps are gone out.
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°But the wise answered, saying, Not so; lest there be not enough for us and you: but go ye rather to them that
sell, and buy for yourselves.
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%And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came; and they that were ready went in with him to the
marriage: and the door was shut.
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“afterward came also the other virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, open to us.
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2Byt he answered and said, Verily | say unto you, | know you not.
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Bwatch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh.
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