— Lesson 50 —

CHRIST AND TITHING
DAILY READINGS:
Monday: Matthew 23:13-33
Tuesday: Deuteronomy 14:22-29
Wednesday: Numbers 18:20-32
Thursday: Luke 11:37-51
Friday: Micah 6:1-8
Saturday: Genesis 14:13-24
Sunday: Malachi 3:7-18

Malachi 3:10

Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in my house,
and prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts,
if | will not open to you the windows of heaven,
and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it.
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INTRODUCTION:

Many devious (secretive and calculating) methods are in use today to balance the budget of various churches.
The only scriptural method for the support of the churches, their pastors, and helpers is through tithes and
offerings.

Weekly suppers, door-to-door sales of candy specials, cookies, or dishrags; raffles, bazaars (market),
rummage sales, and car washes play a part in balancing the budget of many "churches." Some have even gone
so far as to conduct "sanctified" gambling sessions. Obviously, something is wrong. Either the budgets are too
large or the parishioners %% 2 = are not doing their part. Elaborate buildings and costly educational activities
are two of the major causes of imbalance. Parishioners often feel that the church and its pastors do so little
for them that tithes and offerings are not deserved. To be sure, it should not be necessary for the church of
Jesus Christ, the King of kings and Lord of lords, to send out circular letters pleading for money in exchange for
its "blessings." The fact is, people are only too glad to support a cause from which they are truly receiving
benefit.

The system of Jesus' day also had deviated from God's original plan. The temple had become a den of
thieves and a house of merchandise. Without any question, the priests received a percentage of the temple
business. Twice Jesus chased out the thieving merchants. The Pharisees made the law of God void when they
could get something out of it (Matt. 15:2-6). They boasted of paying tithes (Luke 18:12) in the long prayers
they prayed to cover up the swindles (a fraud) they accomplished in robbing helpless widows (Matt. 23:14).

The Pharisees made the law of God void

Matthew 2Why do thy disciples transgress the tradition of the elders? for they wash not their hands

15:2-6 when they eat bread.
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3But he answered and said unto them, Why do ye also transgress the commandment of God
by your tradition?
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*For God commanded, saying, Honour thy father and mother: and, He that curseth father or

mother, let him die the death.
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>But ye say, Whosoever shall say to his father or his mother, It is a gift, by whatsoever thou
mightest be profited by me;
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®And honour not his father or his mother, he shall be free. Thus have ye made the
commandment of God of none effect by your tradition.
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They boasted of paying tithes

Luke | fast twice in the week, | give tithes of all that | possess.
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The Pharisees and scribes made long prayer to cover up the swindles they accomplished in robbing helpless widows

Matthew Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye devour widows' houses, and for a
23:14 pretence make long prayer: therefore ye shall receive the greater damnation.
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LESSON NOTES:

These Ought Ye to Have Done: Tithing predated the Mosaic Law. Abraham paid tithes of the spoil to
the priest of God, Melchizedek (Gen. 14:20). After the children of Israel left Egypt, the Lord claimed the tribe
of Levi in place of the firstborn which had escaped death at the Passover (Num. 3:12-13). The Levites were to
serve in the tabernacle. They did not get a portion of the promised land like the other tribes. Instead, they
were to serve the Lord. He was to be their portion. The other tribes were to "truly tithe all the increase"
(Deut. 14:22). This tithe was to be for the Levites (vs. 27 and ch. 12:19). Aaron and the successive high priests,
as well as all the Levites, were to have no inheritance in the land, but all the tithes which the children of Israel
brought were given to them to inherit (Num 18:24). The Levites, in turn, were admonished to give the tenth
of all the tithes which they received to the high priest (Num. 18:26-28).

Abraham paid tithes of the spoil to the priest of God, Melchizedek

Genesis And blessed be the most high God, which hath delivered thine enemies into thy hand. And he
14:20 gave him tithes of all.
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The Lord claimed the tribe of Levi in place of the firstborn

Numbers 2And I, behold, | have taken the Levites from among the children of Israel instead of all the
3:12-13 firstborn that openeth the matrix among the children of Israel: therefore the Levites shall be
mine;
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3Because all the firstborn are mine; for on the day that | smote all the firstborn in the land of
Egypt | hallowed unto me all the firstborn in Israel, both man and beast: mine shall they be: |
am the LORD.




EAE- s - s I L T A S S S A = I B R P

EREE SR EETES EREEESE IS

i 7 ¢ -

The other tribes were to "truly tithe all the increase"

Deuteronomy | Thou shalt truly tithe all the increase of thy seed, that the field bringeth forth year by year.
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Care for the Levites

Deuteronomy 14:27 Deuteronomy 12:19

And the Levite that is within thy gates; thou shalt not | Take heed to thyself that thou forsake not the Levite

forsake him; for he hath no part nor inheritance with | as long as thou livest upon the earth.
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The Lord has given the tithes of the children of Israel to the Levites

Numbers But the tithes of the children of Israel, which they offer as an heave offering unto the LORD, |

18:24 have given to the Levites to inherit: therefore | have said unto them, Among the children of
Israel they shall have no inheritance.
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The Levites, in turn, were admonished to give the tenth of all the tithes which they received to the high priest

Numbers **Thus speak unto the Levites, and say unto them, When ye take of the children of Israel the

18:26-28 tithes which | have given you from them for your inheritance, then ye shall offer up an heave
offering of it for the LORD, even a tenth part of the tithe.
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’And this your heave offering shall be reckoned unto you, as though it were the corn of the
threshingfloor, and as the fulness of the winepress.
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8Thus ye also shall offer an heave offering unto the LORD of all your tithes, which ye receive
of the children of Israel; and ye shall give thereof the LORD'S heave offering to Aaron the
priest.
I SR I SRV RN S 1) RGN S - S, SR f%g%[ﬁ%}{;ﬂfi‘fr% R
. A A AT i A A

If all Israel paid this tithe to the Levites there would be abundant provision, and the Levites could serve
twelve tribes without any difficulty. (It should be noted that the tabernacle and temple expenses for building
and maintenance were derived not from tithes, which were specifically for the Levites, but from offerings
which were in addition to the tithes.) This system broke down and was revived several times in the history of

Israel.

And Not to Leave the Other Undone: \We know the scribes and Pharisees were covetous. They tithed
from the increase of the herbs and spices which grew in their small Jerusalem gardens. They neglected,
however, the weightier (more important) matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith (Matt. 23:23).
Tithing in itself is right and obligatory, but one can never feel he has done his complete duty by God, and
thereby automatically incur the blessing promised tithers regardless of other attitudes. No, the Lord deserves
something more than the giving of our substance. More than thousands of burnt offerings and sacrifices. He
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desires that we do justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with our God (Micah 6:6-8). Tithes and offerings
cannot substitute for kindness, mercy, and the love of God. Yes, tithing and offering ought we to do, but let
us be sure not to leave the other undone.

They neglected, however, the weightier (more important) matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith

Matthew Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and anise and
23:23 cummin, and have omitted the weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith:
these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone.
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He desires that we do justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with our God

Micah *Wherewith shall | come before the LORD, and bow myself before the high God? shall | come
6:6-8 before him with burnt offerings, with calves of a year old?
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’Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, or with ten thousands of rivers of oil?
shall | give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?
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8He hath shewed thee, O man, what is good; and what doth the LORD require of thee, but to

do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?
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THE LESSONS:

Let us look at this lesson first from the "Levite's" side. He was to serve. He was not getting something
for nothing. Even so, the minister is to "earn" the tithes he receives for his livelihood by serving his flock in
spiritual matters. A true "Levite" will be more interested in the well-being of his flock than in his own
remuneration (reward, pay). And, of course, he will serve the poor and needy joyfully, without respect of persons
and without regard to their offerings.

n

At the same time, every Christian should realize that it is his duty to tithe his substance. Some have
felt that tithing belonged solely to those under the Law. But, as we have already noted, Abraham, "the father
of us all", "gave the tenth" before the Law. And in this passage, we find Jesus putting His specific stamp of
approval upon this practice, as He did on so many other provisions of the Law, thus commending it for
universal, not simply Jewish, usage.

Now, let us look at tithing from the parishioner's viewpoint. Malachi recorded the promise of blessing
for those who bring the "tithes and offerings into the storehouse." (Malachi 3:10) But aside from the scriptural
promise and command, looking at it from a totally natural standpoint, it is certainly worth the tithe of our
income if we are really receiving help and benefit from the ministry of the church. The spiritual education of
our children, the prayers, faith, and comfort ministered in time of need, and the spiritual guidance we may
receive is worthy of remuneration. There is little need to worry that the “Levites" will be overpaid. At any
rate, the responsibility for what the "Levites” receive rests with them. It is not only the duty, but the blessed
privilege, of the parishioners to pay tithes and give offerings. In this way "the windows of heaven" will be
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opened upon the individual and the assembly, and God's work will be abundantly provided for. Church history
abounds with numerous illustrations of the material and spiritual blessing which have come to the tithers, for
"the liberal soul shall be made fat." (Proverbs 11:25) If you have never tithed, begin today and "prove" the
Lord of hosts.

Malachi recorded the promise of blessing for those who bring the "tithes and offerings into the storehouse."

Malachi Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove
3:10 me now herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, if | will not open you the windows of heaven, and
pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it.
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The liberal soul shall be made fat

Proverbs The liberal soul shall be made fat: and he that watereth shall be watered also himself.
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[The generous will prosper; those who refresh others will themselves be refreshed.] NLT




Monday: Matthew 23:13-33

3But woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye shut up the kingdom of heaven against men: for
ye neither go in yourselves, neither suffer ye them that are entering to go in.
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“Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye devour widows' houses, and for a pretence make
long prayer: therefore ye shall receive the greater damnation.
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>Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye compass sea and land to make one proselyte, and
when he is made, ye make him twofold more the child of hell than yourselves.
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®Woe unto you, ye blind guides, which say, Whosoever shall swear by the temple, it is nothing; but
whosoever shall swear by the gold of the temple, he is a debtor!
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7Ye fools and blind: for whether is greater, the gold, or the temple that sanctifieth the gold?
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¥And, Whosoever shall swear by the altar, it is nothing; but whosoever sweareth by the gift that is upon it, he
is guilty.
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%ve fools and blind: for whether is greater, the gift, or the altar that sanctifieth the gift?
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®Whoso therefore shall swear by the altar, sweareth by it, and by all things thereon.
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?’And whoso shall swear by the temple, sweareth by it, and by him that dwelleth therein.
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2And he that shall swear by heaven, sweareth by the throne of God, and by him that sitteth thereon.
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2\Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have
omitted the weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith: these ought ye to have done, and not to
leave the other undone.
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?%ye blind guides, which strain at a gnat, and swallow a camel.
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>>Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye make clean the outside of the cup and of the platter,
but within they are full of extortion and excess.
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**Thou blind Pharisee, cleanse first that which is within the cup and platter, that the outside of them may be

clean also.
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?\Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are like unto whited sepulchres, which indeed
appear beautiful outward, but are within full of dead men's bones, and of all uncleanness.
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28Even so ye also outwardly appear righteous unto men, but within ye are full of hypocrisy and iniquity.
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»Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! because ye build the tombs of the prophets, and garnish

the sepulchres of the righteous,
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*%And say, If we had been in the days of our fathers, we would not have been partakers with them in the blood
of the prophets.
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'Wherefore ye be witnesses unto yourselves, that ye are the children of them which killed the prophets.
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32Fill ye up then the measure of your fathers.
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33Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, how can ye escape the damnation of hell?
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Tuesday: Deuteronomy 14:22-29

22Thou shalt truly tithe all the increase of thy seed, that the field bringeth forth year by year.
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22And thou shalt eat before the LORD thy God, in the place which he shall choose to place his name there, the
tithe of thy corn, of thy wine, and of thine oil, and the firstlings of thy herds and of thy flocks; that thou

mayest learn to fear the LORD thy God always.
¢
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2*And if the way be too long for thee, so that thou art not able to carry it; or if the place be too far from thee,
which the LORD thy God shall choose to set his name there, when the LORD thy God hath blessed thee:
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Then shalt thou turn it into money, and bind up the money in thine hand, and shalt go unto the place which

the LORD thy God shall choose:
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2And thou shalt bestow that money for whatsoever thy soul lusteth after, for oxen, or for sheep, or for wine,
or for strong drink, or for whatsoever thy soul desireth: and thou shalt eat there before the LORD thy God, and
thou shalt rejoice, thou, and thine household,
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’And the Levite that is within thy gates; thou shalt not forsake him; for he hath no part nor inheritance with
thee.
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At the end of three years thou shalt bring forth all the tithe of thine increase the same year, and shalt lay it
up within thy gates:
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2And the Levite, (because he hath no part nor inheritance with thee,) and the stranger, and the fatherless,
and the widow, which are within thy gates, shall come, and shall eat and be satisfied; that the LORD thy God
may bless thee in all the work of thine hand which thou doest.
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Wednesday: Numbers 18:20-32

2°And the LORD spake unto Aaron, Thou shalt have no inheritance in their land, neither shalt thou have any
part among them: | am thy part and thine inheritance among the children of Israel.
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21And, behold, | have given the children of Levi all the tenth in Israel for an inheritance, for their service which

they serve, even the service of the tabernacle of the congregation.
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22Neither must the children of Israel henceforth come nigh the tabernacle of the congregation, lest they bear

sin, and die.
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2But the Levites shall do the service of the tabernacle of the congregation, and they shall bear their iniquity: it
shall be a statute for ever throughout your generations, that among the children of Israel they have no

inheritance.
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2*But the tithes of the children of Israel, which they offer as an heave offering unto the LORD, | have given to
the Levites to inherit: therefore | have said unto them, Among the children of Israel they shall have no
inheritance.
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?>And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
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%Thus speak unto the Levites, and say unto them, When ye take of the children of Israel the tithes which |
have given you from them for your inheritance, then ye shall offer up an heave offering of it for the LORD,
even a tenth part of the tithe.
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%’ And this your heave offering shall be reckoned unto you, as though it were the corn of the threshingfloor,

and as the fulness of the winepress.
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%Thus ye also shall offer an heave offering unto the LORD of all your tithes, which ye receive of the children of

Israel; and ye shall give thereof the LORD'S heave offering to Aaron the priest.
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20ut of all your gifts ye shall offer every heave offering of the LORD, of all the best thereof, even the hallowed
part thereof out of it.
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**Therefore thou shalt say unto them, When ye have heaved the best thereof from it, then it shall be counted
unto the Levites as the increase of the threshingfloor, and as the increase of the winepress.
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*1And ye shall eat it in every place, ye and your households: for it is your reward for your service in the

tabernacle of the congregation.
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32And ye shall bear no sin by reason of it, when ye have heaved from it the best of it: neither shall ye pollute

the holy things of the children of Israel, lest ye die.
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Thursday: Luke 11:37-51

*’And as he spake, a certain Pharisee besought him to dine with him: and he went in, and sat down to meat.
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33And when the Pharisee saw it, he marvelled that he had not first washed before dinner.
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3%And the Lord said unto him, Now do ye Pharisees make clean the outside of the cup and the platter; but your

inward part is full of ravening and wickedness.
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“Oye fools, did not he that made that which is without make that which is within also?
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“But rather give alms of such things as ye have; and, behold, all things are clean unto you.
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*2But woe unto you, Pharisees! for ye tithe mint and rue and all manner of herbs, and pass over judgment and
the love of God: these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone.
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BWoe unto you, Pharisees! for ye love the uppermost seats in the synagogues, and greetings in the markets.
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*Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are as graves which appear not, and the men that
walk over them are not aware of them.
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**Then answered one of the lawyers, and said unto him, Master, thus saying thou reproachest us also.
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**And he said, Woe unto you also, ye lawyers! for ye lade men with burdens grievous to be borne, and ye
yourselves touch not the burdens with one of your fingers.
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“Woe unto you! for ye build the sepulchres of the prophets, and your fathers killed them.
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48TruIy ye bear witness that ye allow the deeds of your fathers: for they indeed killed them, and ye build their

sepulchres.
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Therefore also said the wisdom of God, | will send them prophets and apostles, and some of them they shall
slay and persecute:
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°That the blood of all the prophets, which was shed from the foundation of the world, may be required of this
generation;
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>!From the blood of Abel unto the blood of Zacharias which perished between the altar and the temple: verily
| say unto you, It shall be required of this generation.
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Friday: Micah 6:1-8

'Hear ye now what the LORD saith; Arise, contend thou before the mountains, and let the hills hear thy voice.
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’Hear ye, O mountains, the LORD's controversy, and ye strong foundations of the earth: for the LORD hath a

controversy with his people, and he will plead with Israel.
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>0 my people, what have | done unto thee? and wherein have | wearied thee? testify against me.
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*For | brought thee up out of the land of Egypt, and redeemed thee out of the house of servants; and | sent

before thee Moses, Aaron, and Miriam.
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>0 my people, remember now what Balak king of Moab consulted, and what Balaam the son of Beor answered
him from Shittim unto Gilgal; that ye may know the righteousness of the LORD.
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*Wherewith shall | come before the LORD, and bow myself before the high God? shall | come before him with

burnt offerings, with calves of a year old?
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"Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, or with ten thousands of rivers of oil? shall | give my
firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?
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8He hath shewed thee, O man, what is good; and what doth the LORD require of thee, but to do justly, and to

love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?
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Saturday: Genesis 14:13-24

¥And there came one that had escaped, and told Abram the Hebrew; for he dwelt in the plain of Mamre the
Amorite, brother of Eshcol, and brother of Aner: and these were confederate with Abram.
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And when Abram heard that his brother was taken captive, he armed his trained servants, born in his own
house, three hundred and eighteen, and pursued them unto Dan.
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And he divided himself against them, he and his servants, by night, and smote them, and pursued them unto

Hobah, which is on the left hand of Damascus.
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®And he brought back all the goods, and also brought again his brother Lot, and his goods, and the women

also, and the people.
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YAnd the king of Sodom went out to meet him after his return from the slaughter of Chedorlaomer, and of

the kings that were with him, at the valley of Shaveh, which is the king's dale.
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BAnd Melchizedek king of Salem brought forth bread and wine: and he was the eres t of the most high God.
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YAnd he blessed him, and said, “Blessed be Abram of the most high God, possessor of heaven and earth:
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2And blessed be the most high God, which hath delivered thine enemies into thy hand.” And he gave him
tithes of all.
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ZIAnd the king of Sodom said unto Abram, “Give me the persons, and take the goods to thyself.”
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2And Abram said to the king of Sodom, “I have lift up mine hand unto the LORD, the most high God, the

possessor of heaven and earth,
Lo T SR A e g X B a3 F A I e &4

BThat | will not take from a thread even to a shoelatchet, and that | will not take any thing that is thine, lest

thou shouldest say, | have made Abram rich:
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24save only that which the young men have eaten, and the portion of the men which went with me, Aner,

Eshcol, and Mamre; let them take their portion.”
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Sunday: Malachi 3:7-18

Even from the days of your fathers ye are gone away from mine ordinances, and have not kept them. Return
unto me, and | will return unto you, saith the LORD of hosts. But ye said, Wherein shall we return?
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8Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and

offerings.
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%Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even this whole nation.
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10Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now
herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, if | will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing,
that there shall not be room enough to receive it.
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“And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits of your ground; neither shall
your vine cast her fruit before the time in the field, saith the LORD of hosts.
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2And all nations shall call you blessed: for ye shall be a delightsome land, saith the LORD of hosts.
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BYour words have been stout against me, saith the LORD. Yet ye say, What have we spoken so much against

thee?
PRofe B o oo = OE R A o o R oEor A o H OB RO o 9

1%Ye have said, It is vain to serve God: and what profit is it that we have kept his ordinance, and that we have

walked mournfully before the LORD of hosts?
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>And now we call the proud happy; yea, they that work wickedness are set up; yea, they that tempt God are

even delivered.
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®Then they that feared the LORD spake often one to another: and the LORD hearkened, and heard it, and a
book of remembrance was written before him for them that feared the LORD, and that thought upon his
name.
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YAnd they shall be mine, saith the LORD of hosts, in that day when | make up my jewels; and | will spare them,
as a man spareth his own son that serveth him.

g F 2 M fr F R AN g p 3 ®@ irerd,-fi:];\‘.,%g;%ﬁﬁ?;k A A L I
A PR E R B e s2

F_\

4

o

¥Then shall ye return, and discern between the righteous and the wicked, between him that serveth God and
him that serveth him not.
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