— Lesson 49 —

CHRIST AND THE LAWYERS
DAILY READINGS:

Monday: Matthew 22:34-40
Tuesday: Deuteronomy 6:1-15
Wednesday: Mark 12:28-34
Thursday: Leviticus 19:11-18
Friday: Luke 10:25-37
Saturday: Romans 13:1-14
Sunday: James 2:1-13

Luke 10:27
And he answering said, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all they heart,
and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbor as thyself.
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INTRODUCTION:

The lawyers referred to in the Gospels were interpreters and teachers of the law of Moses. They were
associated with the scribes and Pharisees, but probably considered themselves better than their fellows (Luke
11:45). Jesus accused the lawyers along with the Pharisees of rejecting “the counsel of God against
themselves" by not accepting the ministry and baptism of John the Baptist (Luke 7:28-30). On another
occasion Jesus fiercely denounced the lawyers for demanding burdensome obedience to the letter of the law,
while they went scot frees = + 4. He accused them of complicity+ ;zin the murder of the prophets and of
taking away the key of knowledge from the people and yet not entering in themselves (Luke 11:45-52). It was
a lawyer who tried to tempt Jesus by asking which commandment was most important (Matt. 22:35,36; Mark
12:28). In answer, Jesus quoted two Old Testament passages, one from Deuteronomy 6 and the other from
Leviticus 19. On another occasion, a lawyer, tempting Jesus, asked Him, "Master, what shall | do to inherit
eternal life? When Jesus asked him what was written in the law, he quoted these same two passages (Luke
10:25-27).

The lawyers probably considered themselves better than the scribes and the Pharisees

Luke Then answered one of the lawyers, and said unto him, Master, thus saying thou reproachest
11:45 us also.
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Jesus accused the lawyers along with the Pharisees of rejecting “the counsel of God against themselves” by not accepting the ministry and baptism of John the Baptist.
Luke 8For | say unto you, Among those that are born of women there is not a greater prophet
7:28-30 than John the Baptist: but he that is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.
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2And all the people that heard him, and the publicans, justified God, being baptized with the
baptism of John.
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39But the Pharisees and lawyers rejected the counsel of God against themselves, being not
baptized of him.
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Jesus fiercely denounced the lawyers

Luke
11:45-52

*Then answered one of the lawyers, and said unto him, Master, thus saying thou

reproachest us also.
[ENRE I L T L - e e T R - S A C fhirﬂﬁ:gﬁ;;ﬁ o

**And he said, unto you also, ye lawyers! for ye lade men with burdens grievous to be
borne, and ye yourselves touch not the burdens with one of your fingers.
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47 unto you! for ye build the sepulchres of the prophets, and your fathers killed them.
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*Truly ye bear witness that ye allow the deeds of your fathers: for they indeed killed them,
and ye build their sepulchres.
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*Therefore also said the wisdom of God, | will send them prophets and apostles, and some of
them they shall slay and persecute:
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°That the blood of all the prophets, which was shed from the foundation of the world, may

be required of this generation;
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>!From the blood of Abel unto the blood of Zacharias which perished between the altar and
the temple: verily | say unto you, It shall be required of this generation.
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52 unto you, lawyers! for ye have taken away the key of knowledge: ye entered not in
yourselves, and them that were entering in ye hindered.

R E R G A 0 ] Fl L Pk Rk TR 2 > g 2 d 51
B o2 o A RO S JE B OB e

It was a lawyer who tried to tempt Jesus by asking which commandment was most important

Matthew 22:35 Mark 12:28
Then one of them, which was a lawyer, asked him a And one of the scribes came, and having heard them
guestion, tempting him, and saying, reasoning together, and perceiving that he had
roP B4 OE_ 2B B OGROEO pR answered them well, asked him, Which is the first
oo commandment of all?
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**Master, which is the great commandment in the i 3

law?
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A lawyer, tempting Jesus, asked Him, “What shall | do to inherit eternal life?”

Luke
10:25-27

2And, behold, a certain lawyer stood up, and tempted him, saying, Master, what shall I do to

inherit eternal life?
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’He said unto him, What is written in the law? how readest thou?
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?’And he answering said, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy
soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbour as thyself.
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LESSON NOTES:
Love the Lord: When Moses by inspiration commanded Israel to love the Lord God with heart and soul
and might, he connected that love with obedience to the commandments (Deut. 6:5, 6). Jesus also connected

love for Him w

ith obedience to His commandments (John 14:21-23). The Jews obeyed this commandment in

letter. They wore bracelets made of the ten commandments. They wore frontlets on their foreheads

inscribed with

the ten commandments; and they nailed decorative miniatures of the commandments to the

posts of their doors. But they neglected to keep the commandments in spirit in daily life. Truly to love the
Lord with heart, soul, and might, and show that love by obedience "is more," as the scribe said, "than whole
burnt offerings and sacrifices" (Mark 12:33) .

Moses connected the love for God with obedience to the commandments

Deut.
6:5,6

>And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all
thy might.
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®And these words, which | command thee this day, shall be in thine heart:
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Jesus also connected love for Him with obedience to His commandments

John
14:21-23

?IHe that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that
loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and | will love him, and will manifest myself to him.
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22)udas saith unto him, not Iscariot, Lord, how is it that thou wilt manifest thyself unto us, and
not unto the world?
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2)esus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father

will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him.
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Truly to love the Lord with heart, soul, and might, and show that love by obedience “is more,” as the scribe said, “than whole burnt offerings and sacrifices”

Mark
12:33

And to love him with all the heart, and with all the understanding, and with all the soul, and
with all the strength, and to love his neighbour as himself, is more than all whole burnt

offerings and sacrifices.
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Since Jesus gave first rank to this commandment, it should be deeply studied and prayed over. On this
commandment, with its companion, "hang all the law and the prophets" (Matt. 22:40). Love of the world and
the things of the world is the foremost rival to love for God. Jesus said that man could not serve God and
mammon (materialism), for he could only love one (Matt. 6:24). John enjoined-++those to whom he wrote his
epistle to "love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of
the Father is not in him" (I John 2:15).

Matthew
22:40

On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.
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Jesus said man could not serve God and mammon

Matthew
6:24

No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he
will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.
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John enjoined us not

to love the world

1 John
2:15

Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the

love of the Father is not in him.
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Obedience to the commandment which Jesus gave first place, then, entails obedience to the
commandments and renunciation of the world and all its pleasures.

Love Thy Neighbor: The commandment of second importance which Jesus said was "like unto the
first" is quoted from Leviticus 19:18. There it appears at the end of a list of commandments pertaining to
personal relationships. This commandment from the third book of Moses is quoted no less than seven times
in the New Testament. The Lord quoted it to the rich young ruler who sought eternal life (Matt. 19:19). To
the lawyers-scribe who tempted Jesus with his question, the Lord repeated it with the first commandment
(Matt. 22:39; Mark 12:31). He told the lawyer there was no greater commandment and that on these two
hang all the law and the prophets (Matt. 22:40).

Leviticus
19:18

Thou shalt not avenge, nor bear any grudge against the children of thy people, but thou shalt

love thy neighbour as thyself: | am the LORD.
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1. Jesus quoted it to the rich young ruler who sought eternal life

Matthew Honour thy father and thy mother: and, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.
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2, 3. Jesus repeated it with the first commandment to the lawyers-scribe who tempted Jesus with his question

Matthew 22:39 Mark 12:31

And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy And the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love
neighbour as thyself. thy neighbour as thyself. There is none other
R o T commandment greater than these.
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Matthew
22:40

On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.
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Another lawyer attempted to trap Jesus. He asked how to obtain eternal life. Jesus turned the tables
and asked him, since he was an expert in the law, what was written there. He quoted the two
commandments as in the memory verse for this lesson (Luke 10:27). When he tried to justify himself by
asking, "Who is my neighbor?" Jesus told the story of the good Samaritan. In this story, we have a living,
relevant application of this commandment. We are to do as Jesus told the lawyer, "Go, and do ... likewise"

(Luke 10:37).

4. The lawyer who attempted to trap Jesus quoted the two commandments

Luke And he answering said, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy
10:27 soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbour as thyself.
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Luke And he said, He that shewed mercy on him. Then said Jesus unto him, Go, and do thou
10:37

likewise.
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To the Romans, Paul wrote listing several of the ten commandments, adding: "And if there be any
other commandment, it is briefly comprehended in this saying, namely, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as
thyself" (Rom. 13:9). Similarly to the Galatians, the same author wrote "All the law is fulfilled in one word,
even in this: thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself" (Gal. 5:14).

5. Paul quoted it in his letter to the Romans

Romans
13:9

For this, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt
not bear false witness, Thou shalt not covet; and if there be any other commandment, it is

briefly comprehended in this saying, namely, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.
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6. Paul also quoted it in his letter to the Galatians

Galatians
5:14

For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this; Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.
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Finally, James, the brother of our Lord, in dealing with the problem of discrimination, recommends," If
ye fulfill the royal law according to the scripture, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself, ye do well" (James

2:8).

7. James quoted it in dealing with the problem of discrimination

James
2:8

If ye fulfil the royal law according to the scripture, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself, ye
do well:

az
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THE LESSONS:

These two commandments are put in their respective order for a good reason. Love of the creature
must never supersede love for the Creator. When love for God holds first place in our lives, it will not allow us
to overlook or condone sin in a brother in the name of love. No, love will deal with that sin humbly and
lovingly, keeping love for God above love for man.

Love for God is manifested by a desire for fellowship with Him. Prayer, meditation, and united worship
will be a great joy. True love for God will also manifest itself in a desire to please Him in everything, especially
in obeying His commandments.

Many of the greatest Christians of all time have given much attention and prayer to the subject of
loving one another. Living and loving as Jesus did is a goal to strive for. We ought to pray earnestly over a
chapter such as | Corinthians 13 and set our will against everything in our lives that is contrary to its teaching.



Monday: Matthew 22:34-40

**But when the Pharisees had heard that he had put the Sadducees to silence, they were gathered together.
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*Then one of them, which was a lawyer, asked him a question, tempting him, and saying,
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**Master, which is the great commandment in the law?
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*’)Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy
mind.
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*3This is the first and great commandment.
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**And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.
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*°0n these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.
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Tuesday: Deuteronomy 6:1-15

Now these are the commandments, the statutes, and the judgments, which the LORD your God commanded
to teach you, that ye might do them in the land whither ye go to possess it
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That thou mightest fear the LORD thy God, to keep all his statutes and his commandments, which | command

’
thee, thou, and thy son, and thy son's son, all the days of thy life; and that thy days may be prolonged
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Hear therefore, O Israel, and observe to do it; that it may be well with thee, and that ye may increase mightily,
as the LORD God of thy fathers hath promised thee, in the land that floweth with milk and honey
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“*Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD:
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>And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might.
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And these words, which | command thee this day, shall be in thine heart
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And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine
house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up
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¥And thou shaIt bind them for a sign upon thine hand, and they shall be as frontlets between thine eyes.
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And thou shalt write them upon the posts of thy house, and on thy gates
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And it shall be, when the LORD thy God shall have brought thee into the land which he sware unto thy

fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give thee great and goodly cities, which thou buildedst not
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And houses full of all good things, which thou filledst not, and wells digged, which thou diggedst not
vineyards and olive trees, which thou plantedst not; when thou shalt have eaten and be full
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Thou shalt fear the LORD thy God, and serve him, and shalt swear by his name
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Then beware lest thou forget the LORD, which brought thee forth out of the land of Egypt, from the house of
bondage.
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1%ye shall not go after other gods, of the gods of the people which are round about you;
FEOR LY A R LG IR S A

>(For the LORD thy God is a jealous God among you) lest the anger of the LORD thy God be kindled against
thee, and destroy thee from off the face of the earth.
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Wednesday: Mark 12:28-34

2And one of the scribes came, and having heard them reasoning together, and perceiving that he had
answered them well, asked him, Which is the first commandment of all?
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2And Jesus answered him, The first of all the commandments is, Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God is one Lord:
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°And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with
all thy strength: this is the first commandment.
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3IAnd the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. There is none other
commandment greater than these.
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32And the scribe said unto him, Well, Master, thou hast said the truth: for there is one God; and there is none
other but he:
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33And to love him with all the heart, and with all the understanding, and with all the soul, and with all the

strength, and to love his neighbour as himself, is more than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.
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**And when Jesus saw that he answered discreetly, he said unto him, Thou art not far from the kingdom of
God. And no man after that durst ask him any question.
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“The Greatest Commandment” & * 738 & - Comparison %P

Matthew 22:34-40

Mark 12:28-34

3*But when the Pharisees had heard that he had put
the Sadducees to silence, they were gathered
together.
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**Then one of them, which was a lawyer, asked him a
guestion, tempting him, and saying,
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*®Master, which is the great commandment in the
law?
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3’)Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy
God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with
all thy mind.
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#This is the first and great commandment.
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3*And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy
neighbour as thyself.
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*00n these two commandments hang all the law and
the prophets.
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28And one of the scribes came, and having heard
them reasoning together, and perceiving that he had
answered them well, asked him, Which is the first

commandment of all?
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2And Jesus answered him, The first of all the
commandments is, Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God is
one Lord:
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%And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and
with all thy strength: this is the first commandment.
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31And the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love
thy neighbour as thyself. There is none other

commandment greater than these.
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32And the scribe said unto him, Well, Master, thou
hast said the truth: for there is one God; and there is
none other but he:
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3And to love him with all the heart, and with all the
understanding, and with all the soul, and with all the
strength, and to love his neighbour as himself, is

more than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.
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**And when Jesus saw that he answered discreetly,
he said unto him, Thou art not far from the kingdom
of God. And no man after that durst ask him any

question.
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Thursday: Leviticus 19:11-18

ye shall not steal, neither deal falsely, neither lie one to another.
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2And ye shall not swear by my name falsely, neither shalt thou profane the name of thy God: | am the LORD.
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BThou shalt not defraud thy neighbour, neither rob him: the wages of him that is hired shall not abide with

thee all night until the morning.
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“Thou shalt not curse the deaf, nor put a stumblingblock before the blind, but shalt fear thy God: | am the

LORD.
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>Ye shall do no unrighteousness in judgment: thou shalt not respect the person of the poor, nor honor the
person of the mighty: but in righteousness shalt thou judge thy neighbour.
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®Thou shalt not go up and down as a talebearer among thy people: neither shalt thou stand against the blood
of thy neighbour; | am the LORD.
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YThou shalt not hate thy brother in thine heart: thou shalt in any wise rebuke thy neighbour, and not suffer
sin upon him.
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¥Thou shalt not avenge, nor bear any grudge against the children of thy people, but thou shalt love thy

neighbour as thyself: | am the LORD.
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Friday: Luke 10:25-37

2And, behold, a certain lawyer stood up, and tempted him, saying, Master, what shall | do to inherit eternal
life?
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®He said unto him, What is written in the law? how readest thou?
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?’And he answering said, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all
thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbour as thyself.
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28And he said unto him, Thou hast answered right: this do, and thou shalt live.
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2But he, willing to justify himself, said unto Jesus, And who is my neighbour?
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%And Jesus answering said, A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves,

which stripped him of his raiment, and wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead.
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*And by chance there came down a certain priest that way: and when he saw him, he passed by on the other
side.
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32And likewise a Levite, when he was at the place, came and looked on him, and passed by on the other side.
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33But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was: and when he saw him, he had compassion on
him,
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**And went to him, and bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine, and set him on his own beast, and
brought him to an inn, and took care of him.
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**And on the morrow when he departed, he took out two pence, and gave them to the host, and said unto
him, Take care of him; and whatsoever thou spendest more, when | come again, | will repay thee.

44
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3*Which now of these three, thinkest thou, was neighbour unto him that fell among the thieves?
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3’And he said, He that shewed mercy on him. Then said Jesus unto him, Go, and do thou likewise.
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Saturday: Romans 13:1-14

!Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of God: the powers that be are
ordained of God.
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>Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of God: and they that resist shall receive to
themselves damnation.
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3For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to the evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid of the power? do that
which is good, and thou shalt have praise of the same:
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*For he is the minister of God to thee for good. But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not
the sword in vain: for he is the minister of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon him that doeth evil.
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>Wherefore ye must needs be subject, not only for wrath, but also for conscience sake.
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®For for this cause pay ye tribute also: for they are God's ministers, attending continually upon this very thing.
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"Render therefore to all their dues: tribute to whom tribute is due; custom to whom custom; fear to whom
fear; honour to whom honour.
oA B s BB e F B 0 BB R F o BB R F e

(i R A AR

&=

o

80we no man any thing, but to love one another: for he that loveth another hath fulfilled the law.
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%For this, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false
witness, Thou shalt not covet; and if there be any other commandment, it is briefly comprehended in this

saying, namely, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.
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19 ove worketh no ill to his neighbour: therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.
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And that, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep: for now is our salvation nearer
than when we believed.
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2The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the
armour of light.
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Blet us walk honestly, as in the day; not in rioting and drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness, not
in strife and envying.
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“But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof.
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Sunday: James 2:1-13

My brethren, have not the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, with respect of persons.
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’For if there come unto your assembly a man with a gold ring, in goodly apparel, and there come in also a poor
man in vile raiment;
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3And ye have respect to him that weareth the gay clothing, and say unto him, Sit thou here in a good place;
and say to the poor, Stand thou there, or sit here under my footstool:
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*Are ye not then partial in yourselves, and are become judges of evil thoughts?
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5Hearken, my beloved brethren, Hath not God chosen the poor of this world rich in faith, and heirs of the

kingdom which he hath promised to them that love him?
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®But ye have despised the poor. Do not rich men oppress you, and draw you before the judgment seats?
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Do not they blaspheme that worthy name by the which ye are called?
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8f ye fulfil the royal law according to the scripture, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself, ye do well:
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9But if ye have respect to persons, ye commit sin, and are convinced of the law as transgressors.
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For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all.
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“Eor he that said, Do not commit adultery, said also, Do not kill. Now if thou commit no adultery, yet if thou

kill, thou art become a transgressor of the law.
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1250 speak ye, and so do, as they that shall be judged by the law of liberty.
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BEor he shall have judgment without mercy, that hath shewed no mercy; and mercy rejoiceth against
judgment.
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