— Lesson 48 —

CHRIST AND THE FAMILY
DAILY READINGS:

Monday: Matthew 19:1-15
Tuesday: Genesis 1:26-28; 2:18-25
Wednesday: Mark 10:1-16
Thursday: Deuteronomy 24:1-16
Friday: Matthew 18:1-14
Saturday: Mark 9:33-50
Sunday: John 2:1-11
Mark 10:7
For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and cleave unto his wife.
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INTRODUCTION:

The family is the bulwark## of a God-fearing society. Family life was ordained by God. He told Adam
and Eve to be fruitful and multiply and replenish the earth (Gen. 1:28). Although Jesus indicated that some
individuals should remain unmarried for the Kingdom of God's sake, He strongly endorsed wholesome family
life. He sanctified the wedding at Cana by performing His first miracle there. He always found time, too, to
take the little ones in His arms and bless them.

Genesis And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the
1:28 earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air,
and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth.
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In the family circle, boys and girls were to learn the commandments of God (Deut. 6:7; 11:19). The
family is a miniature of the Kingdom of God. Little wonder, then, that the arch-enemy does all in his power to
attack and destroy family life. Many of the problems of young people can be traced back to the breakdown of
the family. The Word of God has much to say about family relationships. A comprehensive study of the
subject is impossible in one lesson, but a study of our Lord's comments on marriage will be rewarding.

Deuteronomy 6:7 Deuteronomy 11:19

And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy And ye shall teach them your children, speaking of
children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in them when thou sittest in thine house, and when
thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and | thou walkest by the way, when thou liest down, and

when thou liest down, and when thou risest up. when thou risest up.
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LESSON NOTES:

Joined Together: In Jesus' time, just as today, the liberalization of the divorce laws was a topic of
controversy. The Pharisees attempted to involve Jesus in the controversy (Matt. 19:3; Mark 10:2). They based
their view of divorce "for every cause" upon the words of Moses from Deuteronomy (24:1-4). Jesus explained
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that this provision for divorce had been made because of the "hardness of your heart." God's standard from
the beginning, preceding Moses, was that, "For this cause (marriage) shall a man leave his father and mother,
and cleave to his wife, and they shall be one flesh" (Gen. 2:24; Matt. 19:5,6; Mark 10:7-9). The Lord's view
was that since God recognized the male and female partners as "one flesh" they could not be "put asunder" by
a paper document of divorce written by man. The God-ordained union of Adam and Eve set the standard.

THE PHARISEES ATTEMPTED TO INVOLVE JESUS IN THE CONTROVERSY

Matthew 19:3

Mark 10:2

The Pharisees also came unto him, tempting him, and
saying unto him, Is it lawful for a man to put away his
wife for every cause?
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And the Pharisees came to him, and asked him, Is it
lawful for a man to put away his wife? tempting him.
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Deut.
24:1-4

'When a man hath taken a wife, and married her, and it come to pass that she find no favour
in his eyes, because he hath found some uncleanness in her: then let him write her a bill of
divorcement, and give it in her hand, and send her out of his house.
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’And when she is departed out of his house, she may go and be another man's wife.
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3And if the latter husband hate her, and write her a bill of divorcement, and giveth it in her
hand, and sendeth

her out of his house; or if the latter husband die, which took her to be his wife;
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*Her former husband, which sent her away, may not take her again to be his wife, after that
she is defiled; for that is abomination before the LORD: and thou shalt not cause the land to
sin, which the LORD thy God giveth

thee for an inheritance.
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GOD’S STANDARD FOR MARRIAGE

Genesis 2:24 Matthew 19:5,6 Mark 10:7-9

Therefore shall a man leave his
father and his mother, and shall
cleave unto his wife: and they shall
be one flesh.
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>And said, For this cause shall a
man leave father and mother, and
shall cleave to his wife: and they
twain shall be one flesh?
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*Wherefore they are no more
twain, but one flesh. What
therefore God hath joined
together, let not man put asunder.

’For this cause shall a man leave his
father and mother, and cleave to his

wife;
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8And they twain shall be one flesh: so
then they are no more twain, but one
flesh.
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*What therefore God hath joined
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Jesus was very explicit on the subject of divorce. Three specific situations are covered by the Lord's
explanation. First, any man who divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery (Matt. 5:32; 19:9;
Mark 10:11). Also, whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery (Matt. 5:32; 19:9). Finally, if a
woman divorce her husband and marry another she commits adultery (Mark 10:12).

FIRST, ANY MAN WHO DIVORCES HIS WIFE AND MARRIES ANOTHER COMMITS ADULTERY. SECOND, WHOEVER MARRIES A DIVORCED WOMAN COMMITS ADULTERY.

Matthew 5:32 Matthew 19:9 Mark 10:11

But | say unto you, That whosoever And | say unto you, Whosoever And he saith unto them, Whosoever
shall put away his wife, saving for the | shall put away his wife, except it be | shall put away his wife, and marry
cause of fornication, causeth her to for fornication, and shall marry another, committeth adultery against
commit adultery: and whosoever shall her.

marry her that is divorced committeth

adultery.

A

another, committeth adultery: and
whoso marrieth her which is put
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THIRD, IF A WOMAN DIVORCE HER HUSBAND AND MARRY ANOTHER SHE COMMITS ADULTERY.

And if a woman shall put away her husband, and be married to another, she committeth
adultery.
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This straightforward teaching caused the disciples to exclaim it would almost seem better not to marry.
Jesus explained that all were not able to receive this saying. Some men live unmarried, or celibate, lives
through no choice of their own. Some men choose to be "eunuchs (celibate) for the kingdom of heaven's
sake" (Matt. 19:11, 12). It must be noted that this "saying" was only for those who could receive it. Celibacy is
a personal matter between the Lord and the individual. It is not to be imposed or required.

Matthew
19:11,12

YBut he said unto them, All men cannot receive this saying, save they to whom it is given.
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2Eor there are some eunuchs, which were so born from their mother's womb: and there are
some eunuchs, which were made eunuchs of men: and there be eunuchs, which have made
themselves eunuchs for the kingdom of heaven's sake. He that is able to receive it, let him
receive it.
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Little Ones: It is very interesting that immediately following this one and only reference to celibacy in
the Gospels the story of Jesus blessing the little children is recorded (Matt. 9:13-15). The disciples, perhaps
still reacting to the Lord's teaching on marriage and divorce, tried to prevent the children from coming to
Jesus". But He urged the children to come and said "of such is the kingdom of heaven" (Matt. 19:14). He had
a deep interest in the children and often used them for an object lesson. When the disciples argued amongst
themselves as to who was greatest, Jesus took a child and said, "Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as
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this little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven (Matt. 18:4). Not only did Jesus take time to be
with children Himself, but He specifically taught that to receive the children was to receive Him and the Father
who sent Him (Mark 9:36-37). Certainly every parent can take this to heart and see in their own little ones
potential sons and daughters of God.

THE STORY OF JESUS BLESSING LITTLE CHILDREN

Matthew 3 Then were there brought unto him little children, that he should put his hands on them,
9:13-15 and pray: and the disciples rebuked them.
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1But Jesus said, Suffer little children, and forbid them not, to come unto me: for of such is
the kingdom of heaven.
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And he laid his hands on them, and departed thence.
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Matthew Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little child, the same is greatest in the
18:4 kingdom of heaven.
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Mark *And he took a child, and set him in the midst of them: and when he had taken him in his

9:36-37 arms, he said unto them,
SO IR - U2 A A S S S S L S IR A O TR S - S U A

3’Whosoever shall receive one of such children in my name, receiveth me: and whosoever
shall receive me, receiveth not me, but him that sent me.
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In tremendously strong language, Jesus warned against offending the little ones. Boys and girls are not
to be despised (Matt. 18:10). To stumble a child through hypocrisy or carelessness or in any way to turn one
little one away from the Lord is a serious offence. It were better for such to be drowned in the sea, the Lord
said. Certainly here, too, parents should take warning. It is not the will of the Father that a single one of our
children should be lost (Matt. 18:14).

Matthew Take heed that ye despise not one of these little ones; for | say unto you, That in heaven their
18:10 angels do always behold the face of my Father which is in heaven.
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Matthew Even so it is not the will of your Father which is in heaven, that one of these little ones should
18:14 perish.
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THE LESSONS:

The point of Jesus’ teaching on divorce and adultery is not only to preserve the union of partners with
problems, but also to inspire great carefulness in the unmarried. First, the individual should determine

4



whether it is the Lord's will for him to marry or not. If so, prayerfully to wait for God's will to be worked out in
the matter will save many great heartaches.

How parents teach and treat their offspring determines to a large extent the course they will follow.
How do you think Mary and Joseph cared for and loved and taught the child Jesus knowing what they did
about His origin? Jesus said that whoever receives one such little child, receives Him. Every Christian mother
and father then ought to treat their offspring as though it were Jesus Himself. What carefulness such an
attitude would create! And what a responsibility lest we stumble or offend our children and they turn away
from the Lord and become children of the world and the devil.

If our homes are based upon the principles set forth in the Word of God, there can be a little heaven
on earth. Love and cooperation between mother and father and respect for the dignity of each little one can
and should be an example of harmony and unity of the greater Kingdom of heaven.



Monday: Matthew 19:1-15

'And it came to pass, that when Jesus had finished these sayings, he departed from Galilee, and came into the
coasts of Judaea beyond Jordan;
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’And great multitudes followed him; and he healed them there.
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3The Pharisees also came unto him, tempting him, and saying unto him, Is it lawful for a man to put away his
wife for every cause?
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*And he answered and said unto them, Have ye not read, that he which made them at the beginning made
them male and female,
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>And said, For this cause shall a man leave father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife: and they twain shall
be one flesh?
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®Wherefore they are no more twain, but one flesh. What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put

asunder.
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"They say unto him, Why did Moses then command to give a writing of divorcement, and to put her away?
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8He saith unto them, Moses because of the hardness of your hearts suffered you to put away your wives: but
from the beginning it was not so.
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°And | say unto you, Whosoever shall put away his wife, except it be for fornication, and shall marry another,
committeth adultery: and whoso marrieth her which is put away doth commit adultery.
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%4is disciples say unto him, If the case of the man be so with his wife, it is not good to marry.
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But he said unto them, All men cannot receive this saying, save they to whom it is given.
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2E6r there are some eunuchs, which were so born from their mother's womb: and there are some eunuchs,
which were made eunuchs of men: and there be eunuchs, which have made themselves eunuchs for the
kingdom of heaven's sake. He that is able to receive it, let him receive it.
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B3Then were there brought unto him little children, that he should put his hands on them, and pray: and the
disciples rebuked them.
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But Jesus said, Suffer little children, and forbid them not, to come unto me: for of such is the kingdom of
heaven.
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>And he laid his hands on them, and departed thence.
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Tuesday: Genesis 1:26-28; 2:18-25
126And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish
of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping
thing that creepeth upon the earth.
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2’50 God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he
them.
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2And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and
subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing
that moveth upon the earth.
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228And the LORD God said, It is not good that the man should be alone; | will make him an help meet for him.
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YAnd out of the ground the LORD God formed every beast of the field, and every fowl of the air; and brought
them unto Adam to see what he would call them: and whatsoever Adam called every living creature, that was
the name thereof.

e F 4P st d B R R AR Y 2R BE A NG W R
Beoe ROAE HR o R R P E P ?’irj&i%‘ gL F e

2°And Adam gave names to all cattle, and to the fowl of the air, and to every beast of the field; but for Adam
there was not found an help meet for him.
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2And the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept: and he took one of his ribs, and
closed up the flesh instead thereof;
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22And the rib, which the LORD God had taken from man, made he a woman, and brought her unto the man.
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2And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called Woman, because she
was taken out of Man.
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**Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one
flesh.
Flo o A B BB A > ¥ i 3o s > - AR L - o

And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed.
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Wednesday: Mark 10:1-16

'And he arose from thence, and cometh into the coasts of Judaea by the farther side of Jordan: and the people

resort unto him again; and, as he was wont, he taught them again.
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2And the Pharisees came to him, and asked him, Is it lawful for a man to put away his wife? tempting him.
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*And he answered and said unto them, What did Moses command you?
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*And they said, Moses suffered to write a bill of divorcement, and to put her away.
B o BEE AR RE LT O kA

>And Jesus answered and said unto them, For the hardness of your heart he wrote you this precept.
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®But from the beginning of the creation God made them male and female.
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’Eor this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and cleave to his wife;
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8And they twain shall be one flesh: so then they are no more twain, but one flesh.
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*What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder.
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%And in the house his disciples asked him again of the same matter.
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“And he saith unto them, Whosoever shall put away his wife, and marry another, committeth adultery against
her.
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2And if a woman shall put away her husband, and be married to another, she committeth adultery.
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BAnd they brought young children to him, that he should touch them: and his disciples rebuked those that
brought them.
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But when Jesus saw it, he was much displeased, and said unto them, Suffer the little children to come unto
me, and forbid them not: for of such is the kingdom of God.
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Byerily I say unto you, Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God as a little child, he shall not enter

therein.
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®And he took them up in his arms, put his hands upon them, and blessed them.
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Thursday: Deuteronomy 24:1-16

'When a man hath taken a wife, and married her, and it come to pass that she find no favour in his eyes,
because he hath found some uncleanness in her: then let him write her a bill of divorcement, and give it in her
hand, and send her out of his house.
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’And when she is departed out of his house, she may go and be another man's wife.
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3And if the latter husband hate her, and write her a bill of divorcement, and giveth it in her hand, and sendeth

her out of his house; or if the latter husband die, which took her to be his wife;
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*Her former husband, which sent her away, may not take her again to be his wife, after that she is defiled; for
that is abomination before the LORD: and thou shalt not cause the land to sin, which the LORD thy God giveth
thee for an inheritance.
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>When a man hath taken a new wife, he shall not go out to war, neither shall he be charged with any business:
but he shall be free at home one year, and shall cheer up his wife which he hath taken.
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®No man shall take the nether or the upper millstone to pledge: for he taketh a man's life to pledge.
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’If a man be found stealing any of his brethren of the children of Israel, and maketh merchandise of him, or
selleth him; then that thief shall die; and thou shalt put evil away from among you.

GIE- B AL AR AR B A S TR T B R U SR AN A R R
Foe im fR o0 O RRE OE_GR ¢ g H

8Take heed in the plague of leprosy, that thou observe diligently, and do according to all that the priests the
Levites shall teach you: as | commanded them, so ye shall observe to do.
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*Remember what the LORD thy God did unto Miriam by the way, after that ye were come forth out of Egypt.
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When thou dost lend thy brother any thing, thou shalt not go into his house to fetch his pledge.
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“Thou shalt stand abroad, and the man to whom thou dost lend shall bring out the pledge abroad unto thee.
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2And if the man be poor, thou shalt not sleep with his pledge:
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BIn any case thou shalt deliver him the pledge again when the sun goeth down, that he may sleep in his own
raiment, and bless thee: and it shall be righteousness unto thee before the LORD thy God.
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“Thou shalt not oppress an hired servant that is poor and needy, whether he be of thy brethren, or of thy
strangers that are in thy land within thy gates:
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>At his day thou shalt give him his hire, neither shall the sun go down upon it; for he is poor, and setteth his
heart upon it: lest he cry against thee unto the LORD, and it be sin unto thee.
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'®The fathers shall not be put to death for the children, neither shall the children be put to death for the

fathers: every man shall be put to death for his own sin.
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Friday: Matthew 18:1-14

At the same time came the disciples unto Jesus, saying, Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?
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2And Jesus called a little child unto him, and set him in the midst of them,
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3And said, Verily | say unto you, Except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye shall not enter into

the kingdom of heaven.
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*Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven.
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>And whoso shall receive one such little child in my name receiveth me.
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®But whoso shall offend one of these little ones which

believe in me, it were better for him that a millstone

were hanged about his neck, and that he were drowned in the depth of the sea.
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"Woe unto the world because of offences! for it must
whom the offence cometh!
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needs be that offences come; but woe to that man by
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Matthew 18:8-9

Matthew 5:29-30

8Wherefore if thy hand or thy foot offend thee, cut
them off, and cast them from thee: it is better for
thee to enter into life halt or maimed, rather than
having two hands or two feet to be cast into
everlasting fire.
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%And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it
from thee: it is better for thee to enter into life with

one eye, rather than having two eyes to be cast into

hell fire.
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2And if thy right eye offend thee, pluck it out, and
cast it from thee: for it is profitable for thee that one
of thy members should perish, and not that thy
whole body should be cast into hell.
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%And if thy right hand offend thee, cut it off, and cast
it from thee: for it is profitable for thee that one of
thy members should perish, and not that thy whole
body should be cast into hell.
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%Take heed that ye despise not one of these little ones; for I say unto you, That in heaven their angels do

always behold the face of my Father which is in heaven.
IR AN S I B - T R - s EE S - C i S irﬂ_‘rfﬂiédﬁé_%J ¥ R R

=

X L Mmoo

Matthew 18:11 Luke 19:10

For the Son of man is come to save that For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that
which was lost. which was lost.
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2How think ye? if a man have an hundred sheep, and one of them be gone astray, doth he not leave the
ninety and nine, and goeth into the mountains, and seeketh that which is gone astray?
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BAnd if so be that he find it, verily | say unto you, he rejoiceth more of that sheep, than of the ninety and nine
which went not astray.
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Even so it is not the will of your Father which is in heaven, that one of these little ones should perish.
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Saturday: Mark 9:33-50

*3And he came to Capernaum: and being in the house he asked them, What was it that ye disputed among

yourselves by the way?
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3*But they held their peace: for by the way they had disputed among themselves, who should be the greatest.
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*And he sat down, and called the twelve, and saith unto them, If any man desire to be first, the same shall be

last of all, and servant of all.
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%And he took a child, and set him in the midst of them: and when he had taken him in his arms, he said unto
them,
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3\Whosoever shall receive one of such children in my name, receiveth me: and whosoever shall receive me,
receiveth not me, but him that sent me.

TR A L REE - B TS g ﬁ-“ui&%%é‘ ot REEFEAS . 2 AR FEA 2 E R
EEELTE S T = s

*3And John answered him, saying, Master, we saw one casting out devils in thy name, and he followeth not us:
and we forbad him, because he followeth not us.
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3But Jesus said, Forbid him not: for there is no man which shall do a miracle in my name, that can lightly
speak evil of me.
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“OFor he that is not against us is on our part.
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*For whosoever shall give you a cup of water to drink in my name, because ye belong to Christ, verily | say

unto you, he shall not lose his reward.
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2And whosoever shall offend one of these little ones that believe in me, it is better for him that a millstone

were hanged about his neck, and he were cast into the sea.
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BAnd if thy hand offend thee, cut it off: it is better for thee to enter into life maimed, than having two hands
to go into hell, into the fire that never shall be quenched:

WOE - B E R R R T R

*Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched.
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*And if thy foot offend thee, cut it off: it is better for thee to enter halt into life, than having two feet to be
cast into hell, into the fire that never shall be quenched:
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**Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched.
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*And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it out: it is better for thee to enter into the kingdom of God with one eye,

than having two eyes to be cast into hell fire:
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*\Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched.
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For every one shall be salted with fire, and every sacrifice shall be salted with salt.
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*%Salt is good: but if the salt have lost his saltness, wherewith will ye season it? Have salt in yourselves, and
have peace one with another.
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Sunday: John 2:1-11

'And the third day there was a marriage in Cana of Galilee; and the mother of Jesus was there:
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2And both Jesus was called, and his disciples, to the marriage.
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3And when they wanted wine, the mother of Jesus saith unto him, They have no wine.
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%Jesus saith unto her, Woman, what have | to do with thee? mine hour is not yet come.
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>His mother saith unto the servants, Whatsoever he saith unto you, do it.
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®And there were set there six waterpots of stone, after the manner of the purifying of the Jews, containing

two or three firkins apiece.
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7Jesus saith unto them, Fill the waterpots with water. And they filled them up to the brim.
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8And he saith unto them, Draw out now, and bear unto the governor of the feast. And they bare it.
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®When the ruler of the feast had tasted the water that was made wine, and knew not whence it was: (but the

servants which drew the water knew;) the governor of the feast called the bridegroom,
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®And saith unto him, Every man at the beginning doth set forth good wine; and when men have well drunk,

then that which is worse: but thou hast kept the good wine until now.
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"This beginning of miracles did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and manifested forth his glory; and his disciples
believed on him.
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2after this he went down to Capernaum, he, and his mother, and his brethren, and his disciples: and they

continued there not many days.
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