— Lesson 45 —

CHRIST AND JOHN THE BAPTIST

DAILY READINGS:

Monday: Matthew 11:2-19
Tuesday: Malachi 3:1-18
Wednesday: Malachi 4:1-6
Thursday: Luke 7:18-35
Friday: Isaiah 35
Saturday: Mark 6:14-29
Sunday: Leviticus 20:21-27

Matthew 11:11
Verily | say unto you, Among them that are born of women there hath not risen a greater than
John the Baptist: notwithstanding he that is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.
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INTRODUCTION:

Jesus paid the highest possible tribute to John the Baptist. Of those that are born of women, said Jesus,
none is greater than John the Baptist (Matt. 11:11, Luke 7:28). As a prophet, there was none greater than
John. In fact, so superior was John to all the prophets (and this includes such great names as Moses, Daniel,
Isaiah, etc.) that John was regarded as "more than a prophet" (Luke 7:26). He was the herald of a new era.
John's ministry marked the ending of the era of the law and the prophets and the beginning of the kingdom of
God (Matthew 11:12-13, Luke 16:16). Thus did the Lord evaluate the historical significance of John the Baptist.

Matthew 11:11

Luke 7:28

Verily | say unto you, Among them that are born of
women there hath not risen a greater than John the
Baptist: notwithstanding he that is least in the

kingdom of heaven is greater than he.
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For | say unto you, Among those that are born of
women there is not a greater prophet than John the
Baptist: but he that is least in the kingdom of God is
greater than he.
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%U;gf But what went ye out for to see? A prophet? Yea, | say unto you, and much more than a

' prophet.
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Matthew 11:12-13 Luke 16:16

And from the days of John the Baptist until now the
kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, and the
violent take it by force. For all the prophets and the
law prophesied until John.
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The law and the prophets were until John: since that
time the kingdom of God is preached, and every man
presseth into it.
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LESSON NOTES:

A Messenger: Two Old Testament prophets are referred to by the Lord when He spoke of that which
was "written afore" concerning John the Baptist. One of them is the prophecy given by Malachi. There are
three major points made by the prophet Malachi about this messenger.

1. The first point is that a messenger, sent by God, would come to prepare the way for the coming of the
Messiah. There was a great preparation needed before the Messiah could come to His people and
reign (Mal. 3:1).

g/_li”aChi Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: and the
' LORD, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of
the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the LORD of hosts.
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2. The second point that Malachi makes concerns the Messiah Himself and His mission once the way has
been prepared. Rather than foretell a golden age of peace and prosperity for all under the reign of the
Messiah, Malachi, by inspiration of the Holy Spirit, speaks of a day of purification and separation.

"Who may abide?" and "Who shall stand?" are the questions Malachi asks regarding the coming of the
Messiah. Truly it would be a day that would "burn as an oven" (Mal. 4:1), when all dross would be
consumed, and only that which is pure remained (Mal. 3:2, 3). It was a day of separation between the
righteous and the wicked (3:18). As it would be a day of judgment for the unrighteous, it would also be
a day when the "Sun of righteousness would arise with healing in his wings" unto those that fear His
name (Mal. 4:2). Itis for this reason that the day of the Lord is called both "great and dreadful" (vs. 5).

Malachi For, behold, the day cometh, that shall burn as an oven; and all the proud, yea, and
4:1 all that do wickedly, shall be stubble: and the day that cometh shall burn them up,
saith the LORD of hosts, that it shall leave them neither root nor branch.
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Malachi | 2But who may abide the day of his coming? and who shall stand when he

3:2-3 appeareth? for he is like a refiner's fire, and like fullers' soap:
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3And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver: and he shall purify the sons of
Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that they may offer unto the LORD an
offering in righteousness.
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Malachi Then shall yé return, and discern between the righteous and the wicked, between
3:18 him that serveth God and him that serveth him not.
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Malachi | But unto you that fear my name shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing in
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his wings; and ye shall go forth, and grow up as calves of the stall.
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Malachi

45 dreadful day of the LORD:
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Behold, | will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and
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3. Finally, Malachi promises that the designated forerunner of the Lord would be Elijah the prophet (Mal.
4:5). It was this prophecy that caused many to expect literally the reappearance of Elijah.

The Wilderness: The other prophet to whom Jesus refers concerning John the Baptist is Isaiah. It was
John himself who prompted this reference. He had been imprisoned for his denunciation of Herod's evil in
God's sight (Lev. 20:21; Mark 6:17, 18). While in prison, he had some self doubts about his own mission and,
in turn, on the mission of Jesus. Thus, he dispatched his disciples to ask Jesus, "Art thou he that should come,

or do we look for another?" (Matt. 11:3).

Leviticus 20:21

Mark 6:17,18

And if a man shall take his brother's wife, it is an
unclean thing: he hath uncovered his brother's
nakedness; they shall be childless.

YEor Herod himself had sent forth and laid hold upon
John, and bound him in prison for Herodias' sake, his
brother Philip's wife: for he had married her.
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8Eor John had said unto Herod, It is not lawful for
thee to have thy brother's wife.
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Matthew And said unto him, Art thou he that should come, or do we look for another?

11:3 Bow o ROE B Ok o Hoin A 0?2 R OE AP E g ow Ao Q

The only answer Jesus gave was to tell John's disciples to report to John what they had seen: the blind
were receiving their sight, the lame were walking, lepers were being cleansed, the deaf were hearing, the
dead were being raised up, and the poor were having the gospel preached to them (Matt. 11: 4, 5; Luke 7:22).

Matthew 11:4, 5

Luke 7:22

%Jesus answered and said unto them, Go and shew
John again those things which ye do hear and see:
L N A T i S R
LI I A I

>The blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, the
lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are
raised up, and the poor have the gospel preached to
them.
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Then Jesus answering said unto them, Go your way,
and tell John what things ye have seen and heard;
how that the blind see, the lame walk, the lepers are
cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, to the
poor the gospel is preached.
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This evidence would mean much to John because the terminology is virtually identical to that which
Isaiah said would take place during the day of the Lord (Isaiah 35:5, 6). There is another reference in this




chapter which connects the era foretold in Isaiah 35 with that which John ushered in. Isaiah speaks of the
"wilderness and solitary place" being changed into a place of glory. In the actual days of Isaiah, the Assyrian
forces had made an utter devastation of the land, turning it into a veritable wilderness. This wilderness was
typical of the spiritual condition of the Jews in Jesus' day. So when Isaiah spoke of the "wilderness"
blossoming abundantly, he was speaking not so much of the land as he was of the spiritual effect on the
people when the Messiah came. John came into a literal and spiritual wilderness and prepared a way for the

Lord.
Isaiah >Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped.
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®Then shall the lame man leap as an hart, and the tongue of the dumb sing: for in the

wilderness shall waters break out, and streams in the desert.
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Isaiah's prophecy in chapter 35 (vs. 8) is also parallel to his in chapter 40 (vs. 3) which definitely speaks

of John the Baptist. Both speak of a "highway" for God.

Isaiah 35:8 names the highway "The way of holiness"

and bans the unclean from traveling this highway. Thus, the highway that John built consisted of those who
had been cleansed from their sin by repenting. At the same time that he set a high and righteous standard for
this highway, Isaiah also described the simplicity of entrance to the highway. One who really wanted to get on

the highway could not miss its access road.

Isaiah 35:8

Isaiah 40:3

8And an highway shall be there, and a way, and it
shall be called The way of holiness; the unclean shall
not pass over it; but it shall be for those: the
wayfaring men, though fools, shall not err therein.
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The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness,
Prepare ye the way of the LORD, make straight in the
desert a highway for our God.
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THE LESSONS:

There can be no doubt but that John the Baptist literally fulfilled the prophecy of Malachi 4:5. Jesus
stated this without any question (Matt. 11:14). We, therefore, need not to look to the future for this
prophecy to be fulfilled since that has already happened. Likewise, that preparation which John spoke of in
making a way for the Lord and building a highway for our God still consists of the same thing: repentance.
Repentance, with its accompanying fruit, cleanses us from our unrighteousness and prepares us to receive the

full blessings of the kingdom of God, the reign of Christ.

Matthew 11:14

Malachi 4:5

And if ye will receive it, this is Elias, which was for to
come.

Behold, | will send you Elijah the prophet before the
coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD:
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In speaking of the ministry of Jesus, John the Baptist described His work with almost the same words
used by Malachi. John says that He will "thoroughly purge his floor and gather his wheat into the garner; but

he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire" (Matt.
4

3:12). The Lord is after a pure and holy people. This




righteousness consists of holy living. That is what Jesus Christ came to accomplish and His baptism of fire is
aimed towards purging us "as gold and silver" that we "offer unto the Lord an offering in righteousness" (Mal.

3:3).

Matthew 3:12

Malachi 3:3

Whose fan is in his hand, and he will throughly purge
his floor, and gather his wheat into the garner; but he
will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.
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And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver: and
he shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as
gold and silver, that they may offer unto the LORD an
offering in righteousness.
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Monday: Matthew 11:2-19

2Now when John had heard in the prison the works of Christ, he sent two of his disciples,
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3And said unto him, Art thou he that should come, or do we look for another?
Bl s R o R ko B A 2 R AP E g ow 4o 9

*Jesus answered and said unto them, Go and shew John again those things which ye do hear and see:
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The blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are
raised up, and the poor have the gospel preached to them.
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®And blessed is he, whosoever shall not be offended in me.
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’And as they departed, Jesus began to say unto the multitudes concerning John, What went ye out into the
wilderness to see? A reed shaken with the wind?
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8But what went ye out for to see? A man clothed in soft raiment? behold, they that wear soft clothing are in
kings' houses.
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But what went ye out for to see? A prophet? yea, | say unto you, and more than a prophet.

moh 2§ R s 4 A2 LR G AR AL ER s L B ke 5T e
Matthew 11:10 Malachi 3:1

For this is he, of whom it is written (vaiachi 3:1), Behold, | | Behold, | will send my messenger, and he shall

send my messenger before thy face, which shall prepare the way before me: and the LORD, whom ye
prepare thy way before thee. seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the

messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in:

behold, he shall come, saith the LORD of hosts.
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11Verin | say unto you, Among them that are born of women there hath not risen a greater than John the
Baptist: notwithstanding he that is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.
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2And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, and the violent
take it by force.
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BEor all the prophets and the law prophesied until John.
Fl R R AL e B EREZ O R OK¥ O o oo

Matthew 11:14 Malachi 4:5

And if ye will receive it, this is Elias (Maiachi 4:5), which Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the
was for to come. coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD:
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BHe that hath ears to hear, let him hear.
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88ut whereunto shall | liken this generation? It is like unto children sitting in the markets, and calling unto

their fellows,
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YAnd saying, We have piped unto you, and ye have not danced; we have mourned unto you, and ye have not

lamented.
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8Eor John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, He hath a devil.
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¥The Son of man came eating and drinking, and they say, Behold a man gluttonous, and a winebibber, a friend

of publicans and sinners. But wisdom is justified of her children. (ut wisdom is shown to be rint by its resuits. 1) (Yet wisdom is
justified by her deeds. esv)
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Tuesday: Malachi 3:1-18

'Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: and the LORD, whom ye seek,
shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall
come, saith the LORD of hosts.
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But who may abide the day of his coming? and who shall stand when he appeareth? for he is like a refiner's

fire, and like fullers' soap:
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3And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver: and he shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold
and silver, that they may offer unto the LORD an offering in righteousness.
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*Then shall the offering of Judah and Jerusalem be pleasant unto the LORD, as in the days of old, and as in
former years.
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>And | will come near to you to judgment; and | will be a swift witness against the sorcerers, and against the
adulterers, and against false swearers, and against those that oppress the hireling in his wages, the widow,

and the fatherless, and that turn aside the stranger from his right, and fear not me, saith the LORD of hosts.

¥ OE 2 W fe E R o :\.gﬁrgﬂfr,, oo R H e A @ iR LB 0 B F R g e
K g s A BE S Aza s R OER IR T s B F B D o R R A D

®For | am the LORD, | change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed.
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’Even from the days of your fathers ye are gone away from mine ordinances, and have not kept them. Return
unto me, and | will return unto you, saith the LORD of hosts. But ye said, Wherein shall we return?
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8Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and

offerings.
AE T EBR R 27 R R R B ‘mf#7'°f»’il’r“’é‘r'é”fui%“1F°1‘Lfﬁijﬁﬁ’~iﬁfﬁv
f%#%“%?ﬁﬁifﬁffr°ftﬁp’4/‘>7—f$ CEEE SR A

%Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even this whole nation.
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1%98ring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now
herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, if | will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing,
that there shall not be room enough to receive it.
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Y And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits of your ground; neither shall
your vine cast her fruit before the time in the field, saith the LORD of hosts.
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2And all nations shall call you blessed: for ye shall be a delightsome land, saith the LORD of hosts.

FE o2 Mfe FR D F R FEEPE LG AP 0 TP e % FE B2 e

BYour words have been stout against me, saith the LORD. Yet ye say, What have we spoken so much against
thee?
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1%Ye have said, It is vain to serve God: and what profit is it that we have kept his ordinance, and that we have
walked mournfully before the LORD of hosts?
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>And now we call the proud happy; yea, they that work wickedness are set up; yea, they that tempt God are
even delivered.
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®Then they that feared the LORD spake often one to another: and the LORD hearkened, and heard it, and a
book of remembrance was written before him for them that feared the LORD, and that thought upon his

name.
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YAnd they shall be mine, saith the LORD of hosts, in that day when | make up my jewels; and | will spare them,
as a man spareth his own son that serveth him.
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¥Then shall ye return, and discern between the righteous and the wicked, between him that serveth God and

him that serveth him not.
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Wednesday: Malachi 4:1-6

'For, behold, the day cometh, that shall burn as an oven; and all the proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, shall
be stubble: and the day that cometh shall burn them up, saith the LORD of hosts, that it shall leave them
neither root nor branch.
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’But unto you that fear my name shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing in his wings; and ye shall go
forth, and grow up as calves of the stall.
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>And ye shall tread down the wicked; for they shall be ashes under the soles of your feet in the day that | shall
do this, saith the LORD of hosts.
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*Remember ye the law of Moses my servant, which | commanded unto him in Horeb for all Israel, with the
statutes and judgments.
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>Behold, | will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD:
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®And he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the children to their fathers, lest |
come and smite the earth with a curse.
B R R e 2 s @R s e R R A R R

10

o



Thursday: Luke 7:18-35

And the disciples of John shewed him of all these things.
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YAnd John calling unto him two of his disciples sent them to Jesus, saying, Art thou he that should come? or
look we for another?
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2When the men were come unto him, they said, John Baptist hath sent us unto thee, saying, Art thou he that
should come? or look we for another?

7RoA B oAk F] PR Bk R A 5 W % gk 0 X @ o B AP ok R iR RO & Kk g H_ R OB ¢
A T LI

AR ‘?
2And in that same hour he cured many of their infirmities and plagues, and of evil spirits; and unto many that

were blind he gave sight.
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22Then Jesus answering said unto them, Go your way, and tell John what things ye have seen and heard; how
that the blind see, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, to the poor the
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gospel is preached.
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2And blessed is he, whosoever shall not be offended in me.
= ?]é\lﬁi%fiwjﬁ”’fr&‘)‘a =R

**And when the messengers of John were departed, he began to speak unto the people concerning John,
What went ye out into the wilderness for to see? A reed shaken with the wind?
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2>But what went ye out for to see? A man clothed in soft raiment? Behold, they which are gorgeously
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apparelled, and live delicately, are in kings' courts.
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2°But what went ye out for to see? A prophet? Yea, | say unto you, and much more than a prophet.
B2 B F L A B ? R 2 P s Edh o @ kv

A

Z H
1

O O T A -

?'This is he, of whom it is written, Behold, | send my messenger before thy face, which shall prepare thy way

before thee.
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28For | say unto you, Among those that are born of women there is not a greater prophet than John the Baptist:
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but he that is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.
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2And all the people that heard him, and the publicans, justified God, being baptized with the baptism of John.
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39But the Pharisees and lawyers rejected the counsel of God against themselves, being not baptized of him.
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*And the Lord said, Whereunto then shall I liken the men of this generation? and to what are they like?
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32They are like unto children sitting in the marketplace, and calling one to another, and saying, We have piped

unto you, and ye have not danced; we have mourned to you, and ye have not wept.
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3For John the Baptist came neither eating bread nor drinking wine; and ye say, He hath a devil.
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**The Son of man is come eating and drinking; and ye say, Behold a gluttonous man, and a winebibber, a friend

of publicans and sinners!
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>But wisdom is justified of all her children.
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Friday: Isaiah 35

The wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for them; and the desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the

rose.
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%It shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice even with joy and singing: the glory of Lebanon shall be given unto it,
the excellency of Carmel and Sharon, they shall see the glory of the LORD, and the excellency of our God.
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3Strengthen ye the weak hands, and confirm the feeble knees.
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4Say to them that are of a fearful heart, Be strong, fear not: behold, your God will come with vengeance, even
God with a recompence; he will come and save you.
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>Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped.
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®Then shall the lame man leap as an hart, and the tongue of the dumb sing: for in the wilderness shall waters
break out, and streams in the desert.
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’And the parched ground shall become a pool, and the thirsty land springs of water: in the habitation of

dragons, where each lay, shall be grass with reeds and rushes.
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8And an highway shall be there, and a way, and it shall be called The way of holiness; the unclean shall not

pass over it; but it shall be for those: the wayfaring men, though fools, shall not err therein.
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°No lion shall be there, nor any ravenous beast shall go up thereon, it shall not be found there; but the
redeemed shall walk there:
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Isaiah 35:10 Isaiah 51:11

And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, and Therefore the redeemed of the LORD shall return,
come to Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon and come with singing unto Zion; and everlasting joy
their heads: they shall obtain joy and gladness, and shall be upon their head: they shall obtain gladness
sorrow and sighing shall flee away. and joy; and sorrow and mourning shall flee away.
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Saturday: Mark 6:14-29

“And king Herod heard of him; (for his name was spread abroad:) and he said, That John the Baptist was risen
from the dead, and therefore mighty works do shew forth themselves in him.
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>Others said, That it is Elias. And others said, That it is a prophet, or as one of the prophets.
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®8ut when Herod heard thereof, he said, It is John, whom | beheaded: he is risen from the dead.
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YEor Herod himself had sent forth and laid hold upon John, and bound him in prison for Herodias' sake, his

brother Philip's wife: for he had married her.
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8Eor John had said unto Herod, It is not lawful for thee to have thy brother's wife.
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YTherefore Herodias had a quarrel against him, and would have killed him; but she could not:
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°For Herod feared John, knowing that he was a just man and an holy, and observed him; and when he heard
him, he did many things, and heard him gladly.
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2!And when a convenient day was come, that Herod on his birthday made a supper to his lords, high captains,

and chief estates of Galilee;
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22And when the daughter of the said Herodias came in, and danced, and pleased Herod and them that sat with

him, the king said unto the damsel, Ask of me whatsoever thou wilt, and | will give it thee.
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2And he sware unto her, Whatsoever thou shalt ask of me, | will give it thee, unto the half of my kingdom.
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2And she went forth, and said unto her mother, What shall | ask? And she said, The head of John the Baptist.
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2And she came in straightway with haste unto the king, and asked, saying, | will that thou give me by and by in

a charger the head of John the Baptist.
2 %L-u%,re_@,i L3 o Fow oo A I 2 PR %R g o B AR o R

14



2°And the king was exceeding sorry; yet for his oath's sake, and for their sakes which sat with him, he would

not reject her.
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’And immediately the king sent an executioner, and commanded his head to be brought: and he went and
beheaded him in the prison,
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%And brought his head in a charger, and gave it to the damsel: and the damsel gave it to her mother.
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2And when his disciples heard of it, they came and took up his corpse, and laid it in a tomb.
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Sunday: Leviticus 20:21-27

2LAnd if a man shall take his brother's wife, it is an unclean thing: he hath uncovered his brother's nakedness;
they shall be childless.

/\%:‘féé;ﬁ.‘ii,%iijﬁfﬁﬁji’iéﬁféﬁﬂépu;:/\A‘\/Jﬁl‘—;—go

22Ye shall therefore keep all my statutes, and all my judgments, and do them: that the land, whither | bring you
to dwell therein, spue you not out.
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2And ye shall not walk in the manners of the nation, which | cast out before you: for they committed all these
things, and therefore | abhorred them.
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24But | have said unto you, Ye shall inherit their land, and | will give it unto you to possess it, a land that
floweth with milk and honey: | am the LORD your God, which have separated you from other people.
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>Ye shall therefore put difference between clean beasts and unclean, and between unclean fowls and clean:
and ye shall not make your souls abominable by beast, or by fowl, or by any manner of living thing that
creepeth on the ground, which | have separated from you as unclean.
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2°And ye shall be holy unto me: for | the LORD am holy, and have severed you from other people, that ye
should be mine.
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%’ A man also or woman that hath a familiar spirit, or that is a wizard, shall surely be put to death: they shall

stone them with stones: their blood shall be upon them.
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