— Lesson 40 —

THE TEMPTATION OF CHRIST
DAILY READINGS:

Monday: Mark 1:1-13
Tuesday: Matthew 4:1-11
Wednesday: Luke 4:1-13
Thursday: Deuteronomy 8:1-20
Friday: Psalm 91

Saturday: Deuteronomy 6:1-25
Sunday: Hebrews 2

Hebrews 2:18
For in that he himself hath suffered being tempted, he is able to succour them that are tempted.
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INTRODUCTION:

The temptation of Jesus is recorded in three of the four gospels; only John omits this incident.
Matthew, Mark and Luke each include the temptation at the very beginning of Christ's public ministry as an
integral part of His life's work. The particular incident recorded as the "temptation of Christ" occurred
immediately after Christ had been anointed for the ministry but before He had actually begun His great work.
Christ had to be tested at the very beginning of His work as Adam was at the beginning of his, in order for His
work to be truly representative of man. Also, He had to meet and defeat Satan privately before He could
defeat Him pubilicly.

LESSON NOTES:

The Conditions: Since there was no one on hand to witness and record what took place in the
wilderness, the report of Christ's temptation as found in the three gospels obviously came from the lips of
Jesus Himself as told to His disciple. With this in mind, each detail recorded by the several writers takes on
new meaning inasmuch as these are details which were of sufficient significance for Him to mention them as
He later recounted what took place in the wilderness.

Mark's account of the temptation is the briefest of the three occupying only two verses (Mk. 1:12, 13).
Yet in these brief words, Mark provides interesting details not found in Matthew or Luke's accounts. While all
three agree that the Spirit led Jesus into the wilderness to be tempted, Mark adds force to the occasion by
saying, "immediately the Spirit driveth Him." There was a compelling force from the Holy Spirit which brought
Jesus into a face to face encounter with the enemy of man. This is not to say that Jesus went against His will,
but rather that it was a specific confrontation which had to take place at this time in the execution of God's
program for salvation.

Mark 2And immediately the spirit driveth him into the wilderness.
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3And he was there in the wilderness forty days, tempted of Satan; and was with the wild

beasts; and the angels ministered unto him.
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Another detail provided only by Mark is that Christ was in the wilderness with "wild beasts.” Their
presence there apparently made an impression on the Lord. Whatever meaning can be assigned to this, one
thing is clear, Jesus had absolutely no human companionship throughout the test and had only wild beasts for
His comfort. At the very least the picture of the Lord in a wilderness among wild beasts contrasts very vividly
with the environment in which the first Adam failed. In Eden the animals were tame and the garden serene
and beautiful. Here both nature and beasts were at their wildest.

The Temptation: The central issue in every temptation is the question of who rules the soul. This was
the issue in the Garden of Eden when Adam had the choice of obeying the command of God or the suggestion
of Satan, and it was certainly the major issue as far as Jesus was concerned. Christ's temptation at this point
had to do with His consecration for the ministry. Having been set apart to redeem man, Christ had to face the
issue of who the boss would be. Undoubtedly, Christ had temptations in the previous thirty years of His life,
and certainly He was tempted again in the next three and a half years. But the new work that Christ was
about to begin required a supreme test of Christ's allegience to God and His consecration to go all the way
doing only the will of His Father. In this connection, we can be sure that Satan understood what was at stake
and therefore exerted his best and strongest effort to get Jesus to fail.

We should not think that the temptation lasted only as long as it takes us to read the account. It was
not three quick events in which Jesus triumphed easily. The temptation lasted forty days (see Mk. 1:13; Lu.
4:2) with Satan hard at work each moment. The three specific temptations recorded were probably the three
main issues with which Satan confronted Jesus throughout the forty days.

Mark 1:13 Luke 4:2

And he was there in the wilderness forty days, Being forty days tempted of the devil. And in those
tempted of Satan; and was with the wild beasts; and | days he did eat nothing: and when they were ended,
the angels ministered unto him. he afterward hungered.
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Let us neither underestimate the strength of the temptations. In order for this to be truly called a
temptation as opposed to a passing thought, Jesus must have undergone an intense inner struggle over each
matter tossing about in His mind and soul the choice before Him. Christ's temptation was real, severe, and
exhausting. He was "in all points tempted like as we are" (Heb. 4:15). We are clearly told that He "suffered"
when tempted (Heb. 2:18).

Hebrews For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities;
4:15 but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.
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Hebrews For in that he himself hath suffered being tempted, he is able to succour them that are
2:18 tempted.
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Also we must note that the three specific temptations mentioned each consisted of good things which
were not in and of themselves evil. For example, hunger for food is a natural desire. It is innocent enough in
itself. Having fasted, it was right for Jesus to desire food. What was sin was the satisfying of the hunger on
the devil's terms. Satan wanted Christ to use His God-given powers to satisfy His own needs. Note how the
devil attacked Christ in His weakness. Times of hunger, weakness, sickness, trouble, losses, loneliness, etc.,
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are prime times in which Satan loves to attack. Here Christ showed the secret to overcoming temptation. He
looked to the Word of God as the supreme authority in the matter and the rule of conduct for this situation.
Christ's first recorded words following His entrance into the ministry are "It is written."

Personal gain and success were at stake in the second temptation when Satan offered to give Jesus the
kingdoms of the world to rule over. After all this was what Jesus came to do in the first place. Satan appealed
here to the Lord's noblest feelings and His purest aspirations. The price however was the worship of Satan,
God's arch-enemy. God's price was the cross and all the rejection and humiliation that led to the cross. Thus
the choice was set of serving self rather than God. Again, the Lord's reliance on and knowledge of, the Word
of God led Him to victory.

The last episode in the temptation was Satan's attempt to have Jesus prove in a dramatic fashion His
special relationship to the Father. Having been beaten twice by the Word of God, Satan fights fire with fire
and uses a promise of God to try and trip the Lord. But the Lord knew both the letter and the spirit of the
Word and was able to rebuff Satan again by showing that if one deliberately takes one of God's promises and
flaunts it before God or man, he is abusing God's Word (Lu. 4:12).

Luke And Jesus answering said unto him, It is said, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.
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THE LESSONS:

Man's great test is the battle as to who will rule the soul. The question centers over whether or not
God's Word is the supreme and final authority in all matters. The devil seeks to place doubt in our minds over
God's Word. Thus it is extremely important that we are real students of God's Word. The Bible is the
Christian's armory of defense. He should so thoroughly learn his Bible to be prepared for every attack. The
Christian ignorant of the Bible is always in danger. However, knowing what is right is not enough, we must do
it.

Jesus Christ can help us in our temptations because He was tempted like as we and gained the victory.
There is scarely any sin that we commit which has not some point of likeness to one or the other of those to
which the devil tempted Christ. Christ fought and won with exactly the same weapons available to us and
therefore can show us how to use them.

Some of the greatest temptations often come close after the highest and sweetest experiences. Satan
waits for moments when we are most vulnerable. Temptations often come disguised in some form of good.
How careful we must be each moment lest we fail.



Monday: Mark 1:1-13

The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God;
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Mark 1:2

Malachi 3:1

2As it is written in the prophets, Behold, | send my
messenger before thy face, which shall prepare thy way
before thee.

Behold, | will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the
way before me: and the LORD, whom ye seek, shall
suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of the

Lot e gL (3 v % &M FL =B covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, saith
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Mark 1:3 Isaiah 40:3

3The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the
way of the Lord, make his paths straight.
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The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye
the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a
highway for our God.
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%John did baptize in the wilderness, and preach the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins.
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>And there went out unto him all the land of Judaea, and they of Jerusalem, and were all baptized of him in

the river of Jordan, confessing their sins.
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®And John was clothed with camel's hair, and with a girdle of a skin about his loins; and he did eat locusts and

wild honey;
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’And preached, saying, There cometh one mightier than

worthy to stoop down and unloose.
B iE R ERNEAN Y

s - B ok a4 A

i

2l

PR o1 °

4
| after me, the latchet of whose shoes | am not
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8 indeed have baptized you with water: but he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost.
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?And it came to pass in those days, that Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, and was baptized of John in

Jordan.
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®And straightway coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens opened, and the Spirit like a dove

descending upon him:
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“And there came a voice from heaven, saying, Thou art my beloved Son, in whom | am well pleased.
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2And immediately the spirit driveth him into the wilderness.
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BAnd he was there in the wilderness forty days, tempted of Satan; and was with the wild beasts; and the

angels ministered unto him.
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Tuesday: Matthew 4:1-11

Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil.
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’And when he had fasted forty days and forty nights, he was afterward an hungred.
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3And when the tempter came to him, he said, If thou be the Son of God, command that these stones be made
bread.
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*But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth
out of the mouth of God.
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>Then the devil taketh him up into the holy city, and setteth him on a pinnacle of the temple,
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®And saith unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down: for it is written, He shall give his angels
charge concerning thee: and in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against
a stone.
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’Jesus said unto him, It is written again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.
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8Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high mountain, and sheweth him all the kingdoms of the
world, and the glory of them;
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°And saith unto him, All these things will | give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me.

E O A AT I - A A I

Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and
him only shalt thou serve.
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“Then the devil leaveth him, and, behold, angels came and ministered unto him.
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Wednesday: Luke 4:1-13

'And Jesus being full of the Holy Ghost returned from Jordan, and was led by the Spirit into the wilderness,
Mopk ok TR A M o KGR Pow koo T OF oM R 3P B o L xR A R E o

’Being forty days tempted of the devil. And in those days he did eat nothing: and when they were ended, he

afterward hungered.
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3And the devil said unto him, If thou be the Son of God, command this stone that it be made bread.
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*And Jesus answered him, saying, It is written, That man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word of
God.
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>And the devil, taking him up into an high mountain, shewed unto him all the kingdoms of the world in a
moment of time.
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®And the devil said unto him, All this power will | give thee, and the glory of them: for that is delivered unto
me; and to whomsoever | will | give it.
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’If thou therefore wilt worship me, all shall be thine.
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8And Jesus answered and said unto him, Get thee behind me, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the
Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.
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°And he brought him to Jerusalem, and set him on a pinnacle of the temple, and said unto him, If thou be the
Son of God, cast thyself down from hence:
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For it is written, He shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee:
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“And in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone.
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2And Jesus answering said unto him, It is said, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.
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3And when the devil had ended all the temptation, he departed from him for a season.
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Thursday: Deuteronomy 8:1-20

Al the commandments which | command thee this day shall ye observe to do, that ye may live, and multiply,
and go in and possess the land which the LORD sware unto your fathers.
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2And thou shalt remember all the way which the LORD thy God led thee these forty years in the wilderness, to
humble thee, and to prove thee, to know what was in thine heart, whether thou wouldest keep his
commandments, or no.
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3And he humbled thee, and suffered thee to hunger, and fed thee with manna, which thou knewest not,
neither did thy fathers know; that he might make thee know that man doth not live by bread only, but by
every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of the LORD doth man live.
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4Thy raiment waxed not old upon thee, neither did thy foot swell, these forty years.
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>Thou shalt also consider in thine heart, that, as a man chasteneth his son, so the LORD thy God chasteneth
thee.
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®Therefore thou shalt keep the commandments of the LORD thy God, to walk in his ways, and to fear him.
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"For the LORD thy God bringeth thee into a good land, a land of brooks of water, of fountains and depths that

spring out of valleys and hills;
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®A land of wheat, and barley, and vines, and fig trees, and pomegranates; a land of oil olive, and honey;
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°A land wherein thou shalt eat bread without scarceness, thou shalt not lack any thing in it; a land whose
stones are iron, and out of whose hills thou mayest dig brass.
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%When thou hast eaten and art full, then thou shalt bless the LORD thy God for the good land which he hath
given thee.
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'Beware that thou forget not the LORD thy God, in not keeping his commandments, and his judgments, and
his statutes, which | command thee this day:
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12 st when thou hast eaten and art full, and hast built goodly houses, and dwelt therein;
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BAnd when thy herds and thy flocks multiply, and thy silver and thy gold is multiplied, and all that thou hast is
multiplied;
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“Then thine heart be lifted up, and thou forget the LORD thy God, which brought thee forth out of the land of

Egypt, from the house of bondage;
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>Who led thee through that great and terrible wilderness, wherein were fiery serpents, and scorpions, and
drought, where there was no water; who brought thee forth water out of the rock of flint;
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®*Who fed thee in the wilderness with manna, which thy fathers knew not, that he might humble thee, and

that he might prove thee, to do thee good at thy latter end;
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3And he humbled thee, and suffered thee to hunger, and fed thee with manna, which thou knewest not,
neither did thy fathers know; that he might make thee know that man doth not live by bread only, but by
every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of the LORD doth man live.
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YAnd thou say in thine heart, My power and the might of mine hand hath gotten me this wealth.
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¥But thou shalt remember the LORD thy God: for it is he that giveth thee power to get wealth, that he may
establish his covenant which he sware unto thy fathers, as it is this day.
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YAnd it shall be, if thou do at all forget the LORD thy God, and walk after other gods, and serve them, and

worship them, | testify against you this day that ye shall surely perish.
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2°As the nations which the LORD destroyeth before your face, so shall ye perish; because ye would not be

obedient unto the voice of the LORD your God.
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Friday: Psalm 91

'He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty.

oh A EE R R % LA PR

2| will say of the LORD, He is my refuge and my fortress: my God; in him will | trust.
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3Surely he shall deliver thee from the snare of the fowler, and from the noisome pestilence.
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*He shall cover thee with his feathers, and under his wings shalt thou trust: his truth shall be thy shield and

buckler.
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>Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by night; nor for the arrow that flieth by day;
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®Nor for the pestilence that walketh in darkness; nor for the destruction that wasteth at noonday.
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’A thousand shall fall at thy side, and ten thousand at thy right hand; but it shall not come nigh thee.
B4 F A b A % W 0 F 4 i A W N AR R o oo

80nly with thine eyes shalt thou behold and see the reward of the wicked.
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Because thou hast made the LORD, which is my refuge, even the most High, thy habitation;
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There shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any plague come nigh thy dwelling.
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“Eor he shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways.
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2They shall bear thee up in their hands, lest thou dash thy foot against a stone.
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BThou shalt tread upon the lion and adder: the young lion and the dragon shalt thou trample under feet.
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“Because he hath set his love upon me, therefore will | deliver him: I will set him on high, because he hath
known my name.
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>He shall call upon me, and | will answer him: | will be with him in trouble; | will deliver him, and honour him.
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ewith long life will | satisfy him, and shew him my salvation.
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Saturday: Deuteronomy 6:1-25

Now these are the commandments, the statutes, and the judgments, which the LORD your God commanded
to teach you, that ye might do them in the land whither ye go to possess it
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That thou mightest fear the LORD thy God, to keep all his statutes and his commandments, which | command

’
thee, thou, and thy son, and thy son's son, all the days of thy life; and that thy days may be prolonged
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Hear therefore, O Israel, and observe to do it; that it may be well with thee, and that ye may increase mightily,
as the LORD God of thy fathers hath promised thee, in the land that floweth with milk and honey
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“*Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD:
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>And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might.
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And these words, which | command thee this day, shall be in thine heart
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And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine
house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up
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¥And thou shaIt bind them for a sign upon thine hand, and they shall be as frontlets between thine eyes.
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And thou shalt write them upon the posts of thy house, and on thy gates
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And it shall be, when the LORD thy God shall have brought thee into the land which he sware unto thy

fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give thee great and goodly cities, which thou buildedst not
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And houses full of all good things, which thou filledst not, and wells digged, which thou diggedst not
vineyards and olive trees, which thou plantedst not; when thou shalt have eaten and be full
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Thou shalt fear the LORD thy God, and serve him, and shalt swear by his name
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Then beware lest thou forget the LORD, which brought thee forth out of the land of Egypt, from the house of
bondage.
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1%ye shall not go after other gods, of the gods of the people which are round about you;
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>(For the LORD thy God is a jealous God among you) lest the anger of the LORD thy God be kindled against
thee, and destroy thee from off the face of the earth.
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'®Ye shall not tempt the LORD your God, as ye tempted him in Massah.
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7Ye shall diligently keep the commandments of the LORD your God, and his testimonies, and his statutes,
which he hath commanded thee.
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¥And thou shalt do that which is right and good in the sight of the LORD: that it may be well with thee, and
that thou mayest go in and possess the good land which the LORD sware unto thy fathers.
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%To cast out all thine enemies from before thee, as the LORD hath spoken.
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2°And when thy son asketh thee in time to come, saying, What mean the testimonies, and the statutes, and
the judgments, which the LORD our God hath commanded you?
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?Then thou shalt say unto thy son, We were Pharaoh's bondmen in Egypt; and the LORD brought us out of
Egypt with a mighty hand:
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>2And the LORD shewed signs and wonders, great and sore, upon Egypt, upon Pharaoh, and upon all his
household, before our eyes:
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2And he brought us out from thence, that he might bring us in, to give us the land which he sware unto our
fathers.

R AL T SR A A A R N R O

2And the LORD commanded us to do all these statutes, to fear the LORD our God, for our good always, that

he might preserve us alive, as it is at this day.
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2And it shall be our righteousness, if we observe to do all these commandments before the LORD our God, as

he hath commanded us.
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Sunday: Hebrews 2

Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which we have heard, lest at any time we

should let them slip.
EESN VAR L A S LT AL - G- CIE- A - AR O AT A ST S S

%For if the word spoken by angels was stedfast, and every transgression and disobedience received a just

recompence of reward;
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*How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and
was confirmed unto us by them that heard him;
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God also bearing them witness, both with signs and wonders, and with divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy

Ghost, according to his own will?
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>For unto the angels hath he not put in subjection the world to come, whereof we speak.
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®But one in a certain place testified, saying, What is man, that thou art mindful of him? or the son of man that

thou visitest him? (psaim 8:4)
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"Thou madest him a little lower than the angels; thou crownedst him with glory and honour, and didst set him

over the works of thy hands: (psaim s:5)
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#Thou hast put all things in subjection under his feet. For in that he put all in subjection under him, he left
nothing that is not put under him. But now we see not yet all things put under him. (psaim s:6)
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But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory
and honour; that he by the grace of God should taste death for every man.
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cor it became him, for whom are all things, and by whom are all things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to
make the captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings.
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MEor both he that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all of one: for which cause he is not ashamed to

call them brethren,
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25aving, | will declare thy name unto my brethren, in the midst of the church will I sing praise unto thee.
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BAnd again, | will put my trust in him. And again, Behold | and the children which God hath given me.
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Y¥Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the
same; that through death he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil;
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And deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage.
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ror verily he took not on him the nature of angels; but he took on him the seed of Abraham.
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Y\Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made like unto his brethren, that he might be a merciful and
faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the people.
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8Eor in that he himself hath suffered being tempted, he is able to succour them that are tempted.
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Hebrews 2 Psalm 8

®But one in a certain place testified, saying, What is man, *What is man, that thou art mindful of him? and the son of
that thou art mindful of him? or the son of man that thou man, that thou visitest him?

visitest him? (psaim 8:4) w4 B Hd B R A B Y A E
e F o4 g R REM R LA ER I A 3 I

EREE BT R AR SRR R >For thou hast made him a little lower than the angels, and
"Thou madest him a little lower than the angels; thou hast crowned him with glory and honour.

crownedst him with glory and honour, and didst set him [ A A N G- ) Ml -
over the works of thy hands: (psaim 8:5) B TP EHEF Lo

e % ® o - ( Ek o ': t: # *Thou madest him to have dominion over the works of thy
gopo 2% ) > B ERE F :F h _ . . _
A S T ands,thog hast put all things under his feet:

o s Y F= R R LU I I O 4
8Thou hast put all things in subjection under his feet. (psaim | = *» e 2 X ~ v I g ~ 7 ¢ G § ~ j&
8:6) For in that he put all in subjection under him, he left Ao oo TR R R G R b B o R T

nothing that is not put under him. But now we see not yet
all things put under him.

S LI L R g P R 8The fowl of the air, and the fish of the sea, and

B 3 F T - AR B e BOE e whatsoever passeth through the paths of the seas.
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’All sheep and oxen, yea, and the beasts of the field;
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/* Optional Reading */

The Temptation of Christ

Recorded in three Gospels

Matthew 4:1-11

Mark 1:12-13

Luke 4:1-13

"Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit
into the wilderness to be tempted of
the devil.
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And when he had fasted forty days
and forty nights, he was afterward an

hungred.
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*And when the tempter came to him,
he said, If thou be the Son of God,
command that these stones be made
bread.
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*But he answered and said, It is

written, Man shall not live by bread

alone, but by every word that

proceedeth out of the mouth of God.
®
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>Then the devil taketh him up into the
holy city, and setteth him on a
pinnacle of the temple,
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®And saith unto him, If thou be the
Son of God, cast thyself down: for it is
written, He shall give his angels
charge concerning thee: and in their
hands they shall bear thee up, lest at
any time thou dash thy foot against
a stone.
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2And immediately the spirit driveth
him into the wilderness.
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And he was there in the wilderness
forty days, tempted of Satan; and was
with the wild beasts; and the angels
ministered unto him.
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'And Jesus being full of the Holy
Ghost returned from Jordan, and was
led by the Spirit into the wilderness,
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’Being forty days tempted of the
devil. And in those days he did eat
nothing: and when they were ended,
he afterward hungered.
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*And the devil said unto him, If thou

be the Son of God, command this
stone that it be made bread.
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*And Jesus answered him, saying, It is
written, That man shall not live by
bread alone, but by every word of
God
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>And the devil, taking him up into an
high mountain, shewed unto him all
the kingdoms of the world in a
moment of time.

N
R s

p;

AW

7
T g R

’

“mln

®And the devil said unto him, All this
power will | give thee, and the glory of
them: for that is delivered unto me;
and to whomsoever | will | give it.
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’Jesus said unto him, It is written
again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord

thy God.
TGk H RO b or g F
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®again, the devil taketh him up into
an exceeding high mountain, and
sheweth him all the kingdoms of the
world, and the glory of them;
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°And saith unto him, All these things
will | give thee, if thou wilt fall down
and worship me.
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®Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee
hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou
shalt worship the Lord thy God, and
him only shalt thou serve.
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“Then the devil leaveth him, and,
behold, angels came and ministered
unto him.
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’If thou therefore wilt worship me, all
shall be thine.
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8And Jesus answered and said unto
him, Get thee behind me, Satan: for it
is written, Thou shalt worship the
Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou
serve.
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°And he brought him to Jerusalem,
and set him on a pinnacle of the
temple, and said unto him, /f thou be
the Son of God, cast thyself down

from hence:

BEoRxOAF WOF] OB R g 4

C A S G
o2 A ) o #H B R

§ I3 s T U

nowm H_A oy
T oA Op T2

©ror it is written, He shall give his
angels charge over thee, to keep thee:
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YAnd in their hands they shall bear
thee up, lest at any time thou dash
thy foot against a stone.
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2And Jesus answering said unto him,
It is said, Thou shalt not tempt the

Lord thy God.
A R
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3And when the devil had ended all
the temptation, he departed from
him for a season.
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The Temptation of Christ

Conversation Comparison between Matthew and Luke

Also we must note that the three specific temptations mentioned each consisted of good things which were not in and of
themselves evil. For example, hunger for food is a natural desire. It is innocent enough in itself. Having fasted, it was right for Jesus
to desire food. What was sin was the satisfying of the hunger on the devil's terms. Satan wanted Christ to use His God-given powers
to satisfy His own needs. Note how the devil attacked Christ in His weakness. Times of hunger, weakness, sickness, trouble, losses,
loneliness, etc., are prime times in which Satan loves to attack. Here Christ showed the secret to overcoming temptation. He looked
to the Word of God as the supreme authority in the matter and the rule of conduct for this situation. Christ's first recorded words
following His entrance into the ministry are "It is written."

Matthew 4:2-4 Luke 4:2-4

’And when he had fasted forty days and forty nights,
he was afterward an hungred.
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3And when the tempter came to him, he said,

If thou be the Son of God, command that these stones
be made bread.

’Being forty days tempted of the devil. And in those

days he did eat nothing: and when they were ended,
he afterward hungered.
AP F R F o AP R TR R
3And the devil said unto him,

If thou be the Son of God, command this stone that it

R A S E W ko B R D RE A be made bread.
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*But he answered and said,

It is written (peuteronomy 8:3), Mlan shall not live by bread
alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the
mouth of God.

*And Jesus answered him, saying,
It is written (peuteronomy 8:3), That man shall not live by
bread alone, but by every word of God.
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Deuteronomy 8:3
And he humbled thee, and suffered thee to hunger, and fed thee with manna, which thou knewest not,
neither did thy fathers know; that he might make thee know that man doth not live by bread only, but by
every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of the LORD doth man live.
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Personal gain and success were at stake in the second temptation when Satan offered to give Jesus the kingdoms of the world to rule

over. After all this was what Jesus came to do in the first place. Satan appealed here to the Lord's noblest feelings and His purest
aspirations. The price however was the worship of Satan, God's arch-enemy. God's price was the cross and all the rejection and
humiliation that led to the cross. Thus the choice was set of serving self rather than God. Again, the Lord's reliance on and

knowledge of, the Word of God led Him to victory.

Matthew 4:8-10

Luke 4:5-8

8Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high
mountain, and sheweth him all the kingdoms of the
world, and the glory of them;
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9And saith unto him,

All these things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down
and worship me.
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Then saith Jesus unto him,

Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written (peuteronomy 6:13),
Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only
shalt thou serve.
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>And the devil, taking him up into an high mountain,
shewed unto him all the kingdoms of the world in a
moment of time.
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®And the devil said unto him,

All this power will | give thee, and the glory of them:
for that is delivered unto me; and to whomsoever |
will I give it. 7If thou therefore wilt worship me, all
shall be thine.
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8And Jesus answered and said unto him,

Get thee behind me, Satan: for it is written (peuteronomy
6:13), Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him
only shalt thou serve.
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Deuteronomy 6:13

Thou shalt fear the LORD thy God, and serve him, and shalt swear by his name.
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The last episode in the temptation was Satan's attempt to have Jesus prove in a dramatic fashion His special relationship to the
Father. Having been beaten twice by the Word of God, Satan fights fire with fire and uses a promise of God to try and trip the Lord.
But the Lord knew both the letter and the spirit of the Word and was able to rebuff Satan again by showing that if one deliberately
takes one of God's promises and flaunts it before God or man, he is abusing God's Word (Lu. 4:12).

Matthew 4:5-7

Luke 4:9-12

>Then the devil taketh him up into the holy city, and
setteth him on a pinnacle of the temple, ®And saith
unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself
down: for it is written (psaim 91:11,12), He shall give his
angels charge concerning thee: and in their hands
they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy
foot against a stone.

’Jesus said unto him,
It is written (peuteronomy 6:16) again, Thou shalt not tempt
the Lord thy God.

°And he brought him to Jerusalem, and set him on a
pinnacle of the temple, and said unto him,

If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down from
hence: ‘°For it is written (psalm 91:11,12), He shall give his
angels charge over thee, to keep thee: Yand in their
hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou
dash thy foot against a stone.

2And Jesus answering said unto him,
It is said (peuteronomy 6:16), Thou shalt not tempt the Lord
thy God.
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Psalm 91:11-12

For he shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways.
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They shall bear thee up in their hands, lest thou dash thy foot against a stone.
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Deuteronomy 6:16

Ye shall not tempt the LORD your God, as ye tempted him in Massah.

i AV RO e — R P o A

o fn B35 RN OB R HE R

19




Genesis 2:8-9; chapter 3

>8aAnd the LORD God planted a garden eastward in Eden; and there he put the man whom he had formed.
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%And out of the ground made the LORD God to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight, and good for food;
the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of knowledge of good and evil.
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*INow the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he said
unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?
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’And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden:
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3But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither
shall ye touch it, lest ye die.
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“And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die:
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>For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods,
knowing good and evil.
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®And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to
be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with
her; and he did eat.
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’And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves
together, and made themselves aprons.
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8And they heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and his
wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God amongst the trees of the garden.
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°And the LORD God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art thou?
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And he said, | heard thy voice in the garden, and | was afraid, because | was naked; and | hid myself.
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“And he said, Who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof | commanded thee
that thou shouldest not eat?
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2And the man said, The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and | did eat.
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3And the LORD God said unto the woman, What is this that thou hast done? And the woman said, The
serpent beguiled me, and | did eat.
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“And the LORD God said unto the serpent, Because thou hast done this, thou art cursed above all cattle, and
above every beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life:
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>And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy
head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.
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®*Unto the woman he said, | will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy conception; in sorrow thou shalt bring
forth children; and thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee.
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YAnd unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree,
of which | commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt
thou eat of it all the days of thy life;
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¥Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field;
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In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out of it wast thou taken:
for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.
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2°And Adam called his wife's name Eve; because she was the mother of all living.
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?IUnto Adam also and to his wife did the LORD God make coats of skins, and clothed them.
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22And the LORD God said, Behold, the man is become as one of us, to know good and evil: and now, lest he put
forth his hand, and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live for ever:
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2Therefore the LORD God sent him forth from the garden of Eden, to till the ground from whence he was
taken.
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22350 he drove out the man; and he placed at the east of the garden of Eden Cherubims, and a flaming sword
which turned every way, to keep the way of the tree of life.
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Job 31:33

If | covered my transgressions as Adam, by hiding mine iniquity in my bosom:
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Romans 5:13-15

B(For until the law sin was in the world: but sin is not imputed when there is no law.
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Y“Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over them that had not sinned after the similitude of
Adam's transgression, who is the figure of him that was to come.
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>But not as the offence, so also is the free gift. For if through the offence of one many be dead, much more

the grace of God, and the gift by grace, which is by one man, Jesus Christ, hath abounded unto many.
PALE P e @) F Rl - A i e o A g T s e m A e E g B 7R B PN R A
- L BL R 2 BRI A ?

1 Corinthians 15:21-22; 45-48

?’For since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead.
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22For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.
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*And so it is written, The first man Adam was made a living soul; the last Adam was made a quickening spirit.
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**Howbeit that was not first which is spiritual, but that which is natural; and afterward that which is spiritual.
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*The first man is of the earth, earthy; the second man is the Lord from heaven.
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®As is the earthy, such are they also that are earthy: and as is the heavenly, such are they also that are

heavenly.
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