— Lesson 37 —

CHRIST AND JONAH
DAILY READINGS:
Monday: Matthew 12:38-50
Tuesday: Jonah 1
Wednesday: Jonah 2
Thursday: Jonah 3
Friday: Jonah 4
Saturday: Matthew 16:1-12
Sunday: Luke 11:29-54

Luke 11:30

For as Jonas was a sign unto the Ninevites, so shall also the Son of man be to this generation.
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INTRODUCTION:

Poor Jonah has suffered much ridicule at the hands of the "higher critics' of the Bible. But the fact
that Jesus refers to Jonah three times in the Gospels dispels any doubt about the "great fish story." Also,
actual experience has shown that a man may be swallowed by a whale and live to tell the tale. This has been
repeated on several occasions. Perhaps Jonah like one who had a similar experience lived to show the stains
of the whale's digestive juices on his skin and so was a sign to the men of Nineveh.

LESSON NOTES:

The Sign of Jonas: On three different occasions the Lord spoke of "the sign of Jonas" (see Matthew
12:39, 16:4; Luke 11:29). The scribes and Pharisees desired Jesus to show them a sign. But Jesus refused and
said there would be no sign except the sign of Jonas. "For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the
whale's belly; so shall the Son of man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth" (Matthew
12:40). This precise statement of Jesus gives its support to those who assert that Jesus died in the middle of
the week and not on Friday. In order to satisfy the unequivocal "three days and three nights" the sabbath
before which Jesus died must have been a mid-week sabbath connected with the celebration of the Passover
on the 14th day of the first month. The sabbath after which Christ arose was the regular weekly holy day.

This would allow for three days and three nights and fulfill "the sign of Jonas" (see "Bread of Life,” March, 1972, p. 3 “In The
Heart of the Earth” by Rev. Gottfried Waldvogel).

ON THREE DIFFERENT OCCASIONS THE LORD SPOKE OF "THE SIGN OF JONAS"

Matthew 12:39

Matthew 16:4

Luke 11:29

But he answered and said unto
them, An evil and adulterous
generation seeketh after a sign;
and there shall no sign be given to
it, but the sign of the prophet
Jonas:
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A wicked and adulterous
generation seeketh after a sign;
and there shall no sign be given
unto it, but the sign of the prophet
Jonas. And he left them, and

departed.
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And when the people were
gathered thick together, he began
to say, This is an evil generation:
they seek a sign; and there shall no
sign be given it, but the sign of
Jonas the prophet.
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Matthew
12:40

For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale's belly; so shall the Son of man be

three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.
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Jesus upbraided the scribes and Pharisees when they asked for a sign (Matthew 16:1) because they
could discern the signs of the weather but were totally unable to "discern the signs of the times" (v. 3).

Matthew
16:1-3

The Pharisees also with the Sadducees came, and tempting desired him that he would shew

them a sign from heaven.
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’He answered and said unto them, When it is evening, ye say, It will be fair weather: for the
sky is red.
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3And in the morning, It will be foul weather to day: for the sky is red and lowering. O ye
hypocrites, ye can discern the face of the sky; but can ye not discern the signs of the times?
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The Men of Nineveh: Our memory verse states that Jonah was a sign to the Ninevites. He was a man
back from the dead. Perhaps the mariners to whom Jonah told his story brought the news back to port. Did
the story of the miraculous escape precede Jonah to Nineveh? Or could it be that Jonah's skin was stained by
the digestive juices of the whale? Whatever the case, in some way, Jonah was a sign to the Ninevites, and his
message brought sensational results.

"Now Nineveh was an exceeding great city" (3:3). It was the capital city of Israel's archenemy: Assyria.
It was a three-day journey to go through the city. More than 120,000 "persons that cannot discern between
their right hand and their left hand" (probably children) were among the inhabitants.

The message preached was, "Yet forty days and Nineveh shall be overthrown" (3:4). When the king
heard the message, he clothed himself in sackcloth, sat in ashes, and proclaimed a fast of repentance for the
whole city. So thorough was this repentance that God changed the edict of judgment (3:10).

Jonah So Jonah arose, and went unto Nineveh, according to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh
3:3 was an exceeding great city of three days' journey.
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Jonah And Jonah began to enter into the city a day's journey, and he cried, and said, Yet forty days,
3:4 and Nineveh shall be overthrown.
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Jonah And God saw their works, that they turned from their evil way; and God repented of the evil,
3:10 that he had said that he would do unto them; and he did it not.
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Jesus compared the sincere repentance of the Ninevites at the preaching of Jonah to the unbelief of
the contemporary generation at the preaching of one "greater than Jonas" (Luke 11:32). Nowhere else in the




Scripture is there found a more striking example of repentance. It is all the more amazing because it was a
Gentile heathen city.

Luke The men of Nineve shall rise up in the judgment with this generation, and shall condemn it:
11:32 for they repented at the preaching of Jonas; and, behold, a greater than Jonas is here.
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It is interesting to note that after the "resurrection" of Jonah from the depths, an entire Gentile
community should believe and repent, and cry mightily to God. In a similar fashion, after Jesus rose from
"three days and three nights in the heart of the earth," the door was opened to the Gentiles and soon many
repented and believed and turned to God from serving idols

Jesus warned that the Ninevites would arise and condemn that generation in the judgment day
because they repented at the preaching of Jonah while His generation looked for signs and refused to repent
(Luke 11:32).

THE LESSONS:
The servant of God cannot choose where and what to preach. That prerogatives# belongs to our Lord.
The vessel must go where the Lord sends and preach what He gives.

Nineveh was the capital city of Israel's greatest enemy. A patriotic Jew would rejoice at the overthrow
of the enemy's capital. But God counts every soul precious and granted opportunity for repentance to
Nineveh. We must never allow nationalism to blind us to the value of the souls of all men, including our
enemies.

We have the greatest "sign" imaginable in our resurrected Lord. As Jonah was a sign of hope for
deliverance to the Ninevites so Jesus, the first to rise from the dead is our "sign" of hope for deliverance from
death to eternal life with Him. While "signs and wonders" are a part of the gospel, to seek them in an
attitude of curiosity will put us in the same class with the scribes and Pharisees. If we repent at the preaching
of the One who rose from the dead, all the blessings of His Kingdom will be ours including signs and wonders.

Prayer:
May the Lord make us to be the kind of man that is poor and of a conbrite spirit, and trembles at His Word.

Isaiah 66:1-2

Thus saith the LORD, The heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool: where is the house that ye build
unto me? and where is the place of my rest?
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’For all those things hath mine hand made, and all those things have been, saith the LORD: but to this man will
| look, even to him that is poor and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at my word.
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Monday: Matthew 12:38-50

*Then certain of the scribes and of the Pharisees answered, saying, Master, we would see a sign from thee.
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**But he answered and said unto them, An evil and adulterous generation seeketh after a sign; and there shall
no sign be given to it, but the sign of the prophet Jonas:
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“OFor as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale's belly; so shall the Son of man be three days and

three nights in the heart of the earth.
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*The men of Nineveh shall rise in judgment with this generation, and shall condemn it: because they repented
at the preaching of Jonas; and, behold, a greater than Jonas is here.
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“The gueen of the south shall rise up in the judgment with this generation, and shall condemn it: for she came
from the uttermost parts of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and, behold, a greater than Solomon is
here.
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BWhen the unclean spirit is gone out of a man, he walketh through dry places, seeking rest, and findeth none.
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*“Then he saith, I will return into my house from whence | came out; and when he is come, he findeth it empty,

swept, and garnished.
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**Then goeth he, and taketh with himself seven other spirits more wicked than himself, and they enter in and
dwell there: and the last state of that man is worse than the first. Even so shall it be also unto this wicked

generation.
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*While he yet talked to the people, behold, his mother and his brethren stood without, desiring to speak with
him.
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*Then one said unto him, Behold, thy mother and thy brethren stand without, desiring to speak with thee.
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*8But he answered and said unto him that told him, Who is my mother? and who are my brethren?
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*9And he stretched forth his hand toward his disciples, and said, Behold my mother and my brethren!
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*%For whosoever shall do the will of my Father which is in heaven, the same is my brother, and sister, and

mother.
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Tuesday: Jonah 1

'Now the word of the LORD came unto Jonah the son of Amittai, saying,
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*Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry against it; for their wickedness is come up before me.
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3But Jonah rose up to flee unto Tarshish from the presence of the LORD, and went down to Joppa; and he

found a ship going to Tarshish: so he paid the fare thereof, and went down into it, to go with them unto

Tarshish from the presence of the LORD. (Note: Tarshish: The name of a Phoenician port in Spain)
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“But the LORD sent out a great wind into the sea, and there was a mighty tempest in the sea, so that the ship
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was like to be broken.

Rom B4 F A P A2 4 R ;‘éi&ﬁ_)}; < iF
>Then the mariners were afraid, and cried every man unto his god, and cast forth the wares that were in the
ship into the sea, to lighten it of them. But Jonah was gone down into the sides of the ship; and he lay, and
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was fast asleep.
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®So the shipmaster came to him, and said unto him, What meanest thou, O sleeper? arise, call upon thy God, if
so be that God will think upon us, that we perish not.
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’And they said every one to his fellow, Come, and let us cast lots, that we may know for whose cause this evil
is upon us. So they cast lots, and the lot fell upon Jonah.
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®Then said they unto him, Tell us, we pray thee, for whose cause this evil is upon us; What is thine occupation?
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and whence comest thou? what is thy country? and of what people art thou?
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°And he said unto them, | am an Hebrew; and | fear the LORD, the God of heaven, which hath made the sea
and the dry land.
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%Then were the men exceedingly afraid, and said unto him. Why hast thou done this? For the men knew that
he fled from the presence of the LORD, because he had told them.
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“Then said they unto him, What shall we do unto thee, that the sea may be calm unto us? for the sea wrought,
and was tempestuous.
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2And he said unto them, Take me up, and cast me forth into the sea; so shall the sea be calm unto you: for |
know that for my sake this great tempest is upon you.
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BNevertheless the men rowed hard to bring it to the land; but they could not: for the sea wrought, and was
tempestuous against them.
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“Wherefore they cried unto the LORD, and said, We beseech thee, O LORD, we beseech thee, let us not perish
for this man's life, and lay not upon us innocent blood: for thou, O LORD, hast done as it pleased thee.
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S0 they took up Jonah, and cast him forth into the sea: and the sea ceased from her raging.
CH AN S SO S SN R CAR N C RERRATS &L 0 e

®Then the men feared the LORD exceedingly, and offered a sacrifice unto the LORD, and made vows.
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Now the LORD had prepared a great fish to swallow up Jonah. And Jonah was in the belly of the fish three

days and three nights.
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Wednesday: Jonah 2

Then Jonah prayed unto the LORD his God out of the fish's belly,
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’And said, | cried by reason of mine affliction unto the LORD, and he heard me; out of the belly of hell cried |,
and thou heardest my voice.
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3For thou hadst cast me into the deep, in the midst of the seas; and the floods compassed me about: all thy
billows and thy waves passed over me.
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“Then I said, | am cast out of thy sight; yet | will look again toward thy holy temple.
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>The waters compassed me about, even to the soul: the depth closed me round about, the weeds were
wrapped about my head.
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®l went down to the bottoms of the mountains; the earth with her bars was about me for ever: yet hast thou

brought up my life from corruption, O LORD my God.
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"When my soul fainted within me | remembered the LORD: and my prayer came in unto thee, into thine holy
temple.
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8They that observe lying vanities forsake their own mercy.
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°But | will sacrifice unto thee with the voice of thanksgiving; | will pay that that | have vowed. Salvation is of
the LORD.
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%And the LORD spake unto the fish, and it vomited out Jonah upon the dry land.
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Thursday: Jonah 3

'And the word of the LORD came unto Jonah the second time, saying,
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*Arise, go unto Nineveh, that great city, and preach unto it the preaching that | bid thee.
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3So Jonah arose, and went unto Nineveh, according to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was an exceeding
great city of three days' journey.
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*And Jonah began to enter into the city a day's journey, and he cried, and said, Yet forty days, and Nineveh

shall be overthrown.
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>So the people of Nineveh believed God, and proclaimed a fast, and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of

them even to the least of them.
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®For word came unto the king of Nineveh, and he arose from his throne, and he laid his robe from him, and
covered him with sackcloth, and sat in ashes.
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"And he caused it to be proclaimed and published through Nineveh by the decree of the king and his nobles,

saying, Let neither man nor beast, herd nor flock, taste any thing: let them not feed, nor drink water:
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8But let man and beast be covered with sackcloth, and cry mightily unto God: yea, let them turn every one
from his evil way, and from the violence that is in their hands.
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®Who can tell if God will turn and repent, and turn away from his fierce anger, that we perish not?
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°And God saw their works, that they turned from their evil way; and God repented of the evil, that he had

said that he would do unto them; and he did it not.
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Comparison Chart of Jonah’s responses to God’s call

Jonah 1:1-3

Jonah 3:1-3

'Now the word of the LORD came unto Jonah the son
of Amittai, saying,
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*Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry against

it; for their wickedness is come up before me.
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3But Jonah rose up to flee unto Tarshish from the
presence of the LORD, and went down to Joppa; and
he found a ship going to Tarshish: so he paid the fare
thereof, and went down into it, to go with them unto
Tarshish from the presence of the LORD.
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'And the word of the LORD came unto Jonah the

second time, saying,
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*Arise, go unto Nineveh, that great city, and preach
unto it the preaching that | bid thee.
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3’S_o Jonah arose, and went unto Nineveh, according
to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was an
exceeding great city of three days' journey.
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Friday: Jonah 4

'But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was very angry.
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’And he prayed unto the LORD, and said, | pray thee, O LORD, was not this my saying, when | was yet in my
country? Therefore | fled before unto Tarshish: for | knew that thou art a gracious God, and merciful, slow to
anger, and of great kindness, and repentest thee of the evil.
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3Therefore now, O LORD, take, | beseech thee, my life from me; for it is better for me to die than to live.
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“Then said the LORD, Doest thou well to be angry?
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>So Jonah went out of the city, and sat on the east side of the city, and there made him a booth, and sat under
it in the shadow, till he might see what would become of the city.
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®And the LORD God prepared a gourd, and made it to come up over Jonah, that it might be a shadow over his
head, to deliver him from his grief. So Jonah was exceeding glad of the gourd.
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’But God prepared a worm when the morning rose the next day, and it smote the gourd that it withered.
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8And it came to pass, when the sun did arise, that God prepared a vehement east wind; and the sun beat upon
the head of Jonah, that he fainted, and wished in himself to die, and said, It is better for me to die than to live.
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°And God said to Jonah, Doest thou well to be angry for the gourd? And he said, | do well to be angry, even

unto death.
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Then said the LORD, Thou hast had pity on the gourd, for the which thou hast not laboured, neither madest

it grow; which came up in a night, and perished in a night:
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“And should not I spare Nineveh, that great city, wherein are more than sixscore thousand persons that

cannot discern between their right hand and their left hand; and also much cattle?
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Saturday: Matthew 16:1-12

The Pharisees also with the Sadducees came, and tempting desired him that he would shew them a sign from
heaven.
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’He answered and said unto them, When it is evening, ye say, It will be fair weather: for the sky is red.
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3And in the morning, It will be foul weather to day: for the sky is red and lowering. O ye hypocrites, ye can
discern the face of the sky; but can ye not discern the signs of the times?
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*A wicked and adulterous generation seeketh after a sign; and there shall no sign be given unto it, but the sign
of the prophet Jonas. And he left them, and departed.
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>And when his disciples were come to the other side, they had forgotten to take bread.
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®Then Jesus said unto them, Take heed and beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees.
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’And they reasoned among themselves, saying, It is because we have taken no bread.
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8Which when Jesus perceived, he said unto them, O ye of little faith, why reason ye among yourselves,

because ye have brought no bread?
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Do ye not yet understand, neither remember the five loaves of the five thousand, and how many baskets ye

took up?
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Neither the seven loaves of the four thousand, and how many baskets ye took up?
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“How is it that ye do not understand that | spake it not to you concerning bread, that ye should beware of the
leaven of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees?
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2Then understood they how that he bade them not beware of the leaven of bread, but of the doctrine of the

Pharisees and of the Sadducees.
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Sunday: Luke 11:29-54

2And when the people were gathered thick together, he began to say, This is an evil generation: they seek a
sign; and there shall no sign be given it, but the sign of Jonas the prophet.
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%For as Jonas was a sign unto the Ninevites, so shall also the Son of man be to this generation.
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*1The queen of the south shall rise up in the judgment with the men of this generation, and condemn them:
for she came from the utmost parts of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and, behold, a greater than
Solomon is here.
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3>The men of Nineve shall rise up in the judgment with this generation, and shall condemn it: for they
repented at the preaching of Jonas; and, behold, a greater than Jonas is here.
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o Bk (% 5:15;6:22-23)
*3No man, when he hath lighted a candle, putteth it in a secret place, neither under a bushel, but on a

candlestick, that they which come in may see the light.
B4 BB R R K F o & RS RT o Rk ngd o k@R ko

*The light of the body is the eye: therefore when thine eye is single, thy whole body also is full of light; but
when thine eye is evil, thy body also is full of darkness.
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*>Take heed therefore that the light which is in thee be not darkness.
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3%If thy whole body therefore be full of light, having no part dark, the whole shall be full of light, as when the

bright shining of a candle doth give thee light.
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*’And as he spake, a certain Pharisee besought him to dine with him: and he went in, and sat down to meat.
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33And when the Pharisee saw it, he marvelled that he had not first washed before dinner.
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**And the Lord said unto him, Now do ye Pharisees make clean the outside of the cup and the platter; but your

inward part is full of ravening and wickedness.
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Oye fools, did not he that made that which is without make that which is within also?
£ o A TR s G g o 2 s 3 e A D
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*But rather give alms of such things as ye have; and, behold, all things are clean unto you.
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“2But woe unto you, Pharisees! for ye tithe mint and rue and all manner of herbs, and pass over judgment and
the love of God: these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone.
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BWoe unto you, Pharisees! for ye love the uppermost seats in the synagogues, and greetings in the markets.
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*Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are as graves which appear not, and the men that
walk over them are not aware of them.
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*Then answered one of the lawyers, and said unto him, Master, thus saying thou reproachest us also.
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**And he said, Woe unto you also, ye lawyers! for ye lade men with burdens grievous to be borne, and ye

yourselves touch not the burdens with one of your fingers.
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*Woe unto you! for ye build the sepulchres of the prophets, and your fathers killed them.
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48TruIy ye bear witness that ye allow the deeds of your fathers: for they indeed killed them, and ye build their

sepulchres.
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“Therefore also said the wisdom of God, | will send them prophets and apostles, and some of them they shall

slay and persecute:
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*That the blood of all the prophets, which was shed from the foundation of the world, may be required of this
generation;
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>'From the blood of Abel unto the blood of Zacharias which perished between the altar and the temple: verily
| say unto you, It shall be required of this generation.
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>2\Woe unto you, lawyers! for ye have taken away the key of knowledge: ye entered not in yourselves, and
them that were entering in ye hindered.
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>3And as he said these things unto them, the scribes and the Pharisees began to urge him vehemently, and to

provoke him to speak of many things:
TR AR R M R o 2 L fe ik flF 4 R sk ¢ 5l BB R

>*Laying wait for him, and seeking to catch something out of his mouth, that they might accuse him.
+FTTEAER R £ B DHER
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After Jesus heals the “blind, mute demonic” (Ill. Galileen Ministry — 2nd Ministry Tour — 1st Miracle)

The Sign of Jonah

Matthew 12:38-42

Luke 11:29-32

8 Then certain of the scribes and of the Pharisees

answered, saying, Master, we would see a sign from
thee.
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39But he answered and said unto them, An evil and
adulterous generation seeketh after a sign; and there
shall no sign be given to it, but the sign of the
prophet Jonas:
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“OFor as Jonas was three days and three nights in the
whale's belly; so shall the Son of man be three days
and three nights in the heart of the earth.
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“The men of Nineveh shall rise in judgment with this
generation, and shall condemn it: because they
repented at the preaching of Jonas; and, behold, a
greater than Jonas is here.
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*The queen of the south shall rise up in the
judgment with this generation, and shall condemn it:
for she came from the uttermost parts of the earth to
hear the wisdom of Solomon; and, behold, a greater
than Solomon is here.
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»And when the people were gathered thick together,
he began to say, This is an evil generation: they seek
a sign; and there shall no sign be given it, but the sign
of Jonas the prophet.
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*°For as Jonas was a sign unto the Ninevites, so shall
also the Son of man be to this generation.
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*1The queen of the south shall rise up in the
judgment with the men of this generation, and
condemn them: for she came from the utmost parts
of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and,
behold, a greater than Solomon is here.
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32The men of Nineve shall rise up in the judgment
with this generation, and shall condemn it: for they
repented at the preaching of Jonas; and, behold, a
greater than Jonas is here.
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After Jesus feeds the 4000 (IV. Outside of Galileen Ministry — 4th Miracle)

Pharisees Demand a Miraculour Sign

Matthew 16:1-4

Mark 8:11-13

The Pharisees also with the Sadducees came, and
tempting desired him that he would shew them a
sign from heaven.
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’He answered and said unto them, When it is
evening, ye say, It will be fair weather: for the sky is
red.
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And in the morning, It will be foul weather to day:

for the sky is red and lowering. O ye hypocrites, ye

can discern the face of the sky; but can ye not discern

the signs of the times?
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*A wicked and adulterous generation seeketh after a
sign; and there shall no sign be given unto it, but the
sign of the prophet Jonas. And he left them, and
departed.
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And the Pharisees came forth, and began to
qguestion with him, seeking of him a sign from
heaven, tempting him.
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2And he sighed deeply in his spirit, and saith, Why
doth this generation seek after a sign? verily | say
unto you, There shall no sign be given unto this
generation.
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BAnd he left them, and entering into the ship again
departed to the other side.
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