— Lesson 23 —

THE FORERUNNER OF CHRIST
DAILY READINGS:

Monday: Isaiah 40:1-11
Tuesday: Luke 3:1-18
Wednesday: Matthew 3

Thursday: Mark 1:1-11

Friday: John 1:19-34
Saturday: John 3:23-36; 5:33-35
Sunday: Acts 13:14-26

Isaiah 40:3
The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness,
Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
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INTRODUCTION:

When Cain was born, Eve thought that she had brought forth the promised redeemer (Gen. 4:1). This
was not so, but the promise was renewed and made more specific over and over again throughout the Old
Testament times. Isaiah was the first to prophesy of a forerunner to the Messiah (Isa. 40:3). This forerunner
was to prepare the way for the anointed of God. He would be a voice crying in the wilderness, preparing the
way for the glory of the Lord to be revealed.

WHEN CAIN WAS BORN, EVE THOUGHT THAT SHE HAD BROUGHT FORTH THE PROMISED REDEEMER

Genesis And Adam knew Eve his wife; and she conceived, and bare Cain, and said, | have gotten a
4:1 man from the LORD.
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ISAIAH WAS THE FIRST TO PROPHESY OF A FORERUNNER TO THE MIESSIAH

Isaiah The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the LORD, make straight
40:3 in the desert a highway for our God.
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Malachi also prophesied of this one who was to prepare the way for the messenger of the new
covenant (Malachi 3:1). The Old Testament close with the promise that God will send Elijah the prophet
before the day the Lord (Mal. 4:5)

Malachi Behold, | will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: and the LORD,
3:1 whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of the covenant,
whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the LORD of hosts.
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Malachi >Behold, | will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day of
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4:5-6

the LORD:
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5And he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the children to
their fathers, lest | come and smite the earth with a curse.
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LESSON NOTES:

The Person of John: An angel promised the birth of John the Baptist to Zacharias and Elisabeth who
were past the age for having children. The angel also gave the promised son his name: John. He was to be

"great in the si
Holy Spirit eve

ght of the Lord." Strong drink and wine were forbidden him but he was to be "filled with the
n from mother's womb" (Luke 1:15). All those acquainted with the facts of John's birth

wondered what manner of child he would be (Luke 1:66).

Luke For he shall be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor strong drink;
1:15 and he shall be filled with the Holy Ghost, even from his mother's womb.
MEFEASFSER KR XBRBAEHMAR  HKSEERREER W 7 -
Luke And all they that heard them laid them up in their hearts, saying, “What manner of child shall
1:66 this be! And the hand of the Lord was with him.”
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About thirty years later, after spending considerable time in the wilderness, John began his ministry
(Luke 1:80). He preached repentance from sin to an ever-increasing congregation of Jews (Matt. 3:5). He
wore coarse camel skin with a leather belt and fed on wild honey and locusts in striking contrast to the
ornately clothed Pharisees who loved feasts (Matt. 3:4; Luke 20:46). His preaching was so effective and his
ministry so successful that the Pharisees sent representatives to him demanding to know who he was (John
1:19). The general public also mused in their hearts whether John was the Messiah or not (Luke 3:15). He
"confessed and denied not; but confessed | am not the Christ” (John 1:20). He explained that though he was

baptizing with
3:16).

water, a mightier one was coming who would baptize with the Holy Spirit and with fire (Luke

ABOUT THIRTY YEARS LATER, AFTER SPENDING CONSIDERABLE TIME IN THE WILDERNESS, JOHN BEGAN HIS MINISTRY

Luke
1:80

And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, and was in the deserts till the day of his
shewing unto Israel.

WarHoarRX- 0ERE TEREH BEAMBHRENSHN AR BEF

JOHN PREACHED REPENTANCE FROM SIN TO AN EVER-INCREASING CONGREGATION OF JEWS

Matthew Then went out to him Jerusalem, and all Judaea, and all the region round about Jordan,

3:5 B BMEHMLAANBERNEZH THET-—FHAOA BEEANLSH B E,

JOHN WORE COARSE CAMEL SKIN WITH A LEATHER BELT AND FED ON WILD HONEY AND LOCUSTS IN STRIKING CONTRAST TO THE ORNATELY CLOTHED PHARISEES WHO LOVED FEASTS

Matthew 3:4 Luke 20:46

And the same John had his raiment of camel's hair, Beware of the scribes, which desire to walk in long
and a leathern girdle about his loins; and his meat robes, and love greetings in the markets, and the
was locusts and wild honey. highest seats in the synagogues, and the chief rooms
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THE PHARISEES SENT REPRESENTATIVES TO HIM DEMANDING TO KNOW WHO HE WAS

John
1:19 him, Who art thou?
NP IEFNRBELET MNE
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And this is the record of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask

BRARBBEHMSAERINIARATIOS L E -
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THE GENERAL PUBLIC ALSO MUSED IN THEIR HEARTS WHETHER JOHN WAS THE MIESSIAH OR NOT

Luke
3:15 he were the Christ, or not;

BUBREEBERNE&E -

And as the people were in expectation, and all men mused in their hearts of John, whether
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HE "CONFESSED AND DENIED NOT; BUT CONFESSED | AM NOT THE CHRIST”

John

1:20 ity BAER - I ARE - B

And he confessed, and denied not; but confessed, | am not the Christ.
"EAREE - |

HE EXPLAINED THAT THOUGH HE WAS BAPTIZING WITH WATER, A MIGHTIER ONE WAS COMING WHO WOULD BAPTIZE WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT AND WITH FIRE

Luke
3:16
Holy Ghost and with fire:
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John answered, saying unto them all, | indeed baptize you with water; but one mightier than |
cometh, the latchet of whose shoes | am not worthy to unloose: he shall baptize you with the
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The priests pressed John further, "What then? Art thou Elias? And he saith, | am not. Art thou that
prophet? And he answered, No" (John 1:21). When they insisted on an answer for those who sent them, John
declared, "l am the voice of one crying in the wilderness, Make straight the way of the Lord, as said the

prophet Esaias" (John 1:23; Isa. 40:3).

THE PRIESTS PRESSED JOHN FURTHER, "WHAT THEN? ART THOU ELIAS? AND HE SAITH, | AM NOT. ART THOU THAT PROPHET? AND HE ANSWERED, NO"

John
1:21 prophet? And he answered, No.
fth M X B fth 3% . T E k& -
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And they asked him, What then? Art thou Elias? And he saith, | am not. Art thou that
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WHEN THEY INSISTED ON AN ANSWER FOR THOSE WHO SENT THEM, JOHN DECLARED, "I AM THE VOICE OF ONE CRYING IN THE WILDERNESS...."”

John 1:23

Isaiah 40:3

He said, | am the voice of one crying in the wilderness,

Make straight the way of the Lord, as said the
prophet Esaias (isaiah 40:3).
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The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare
ye the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a
highway for our God.
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Later, when some of John's disciples were jealous for John because of Jesus' popularity, he declared,
"He must increase, but | must decrease" (John 3:30). Jesus subsequently asserted that "among them that are
born of women, there hath not risen a greater than John the Baptist" (Matt. 11:11). Jesus also told His
disciples that if they could receive it, John was Elijah which was to come (Matt. 11:14; Mal. 4:5). The Apostle
Paul in his first recorded sermon declared unequivocally(clearly) that John had fulfilled his course (Acts 13:25).

John He must increase, but | must decrease.
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JESUS SUBSEQUENTLY ASSERTED THAT "AMONG THEM THAT ARE BORN OF WOMEN, THERE HATH NOT RISEN A GREATER THAN JOHN THE BAPTIST"

Matthew Verily | say unto you, Among them that are born of women there hath not risen a greater
11:11 than John the Baptist: notwithstanding he that is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater
than he.
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JESUS ALSO TOLD HIS DISCIPLES THAT IF THEY COULD RECEIVE IT, JOHN WAS ELIJAH WHICH WAS TO COME

Matthew 11:14 Malachi 4:5
And if ye will receive it, this is Elias, which was for to Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the
come. coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD:
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THE APOSTLE PAUL IN HIS FIRST RECORDED SERMON DECLARED UNEQUIVOCALLY (CLEARLY) THAT JOHN HAD FULFILLED HIS COURSE

And as John fulfilled his course, he said, Whom think ye that | am? | am not he. But, behold,

Acts there cometh one after me, whose shoes of his feet | am not worthy to loose.
13:25 ANEBTENNERSR  RAUARRIH ERAREE , REFA —UEHUEK
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The Message of John: The great burden of the Baptist's message was repentance. The Messiah was
already among them and would soon be manifested. Therefore, in preparation for His appearance, everything
crooked should be made straight. His baptism signified a complete break from the former manner of life.
John's ministry was very effective. All Jerusalem and Judea went out to hear him (Matt. 3:5). Many were
baptized by him. John's message was a relevant message. He warned the Pharisees who came to his baptism
to "bring forth fruits meet for repentance" (Matt. 3:8). In a remarkable departure from the popular doctrine,
John told the Pharisees that their descent from Abraham was of little value, but that God was able to raise up
children of Abraham from the very stones on Jordan's bank (Matt. 3:9).

In all his emphasis on the imminent coming of the Messiah, John retained a relevant message for daily
life. He exhorted the people to generous acts of charity (Luke 3:11). The tax collectors he admonished to
"exact no more than that which is appointed" (v.13). His advice to the soldiers was to avoid violence, to
accuse no man falsely, and to be content with their wages (v.14). It is astonishing that soldiers should even
come to hear him.

To: Pharisees To: the People To: Tax collectors To: Soldiers

(Matthew 3:8-9) (Luke 3:11) (Luke 3:13) (Luke 3:14)

Bring forth therefore He answereth and saith And he said unto them, And the soldiers likewise

fruits meet for unto them, He that hath Exact no more than that demanded of him, saying,

repentance: two coats, let him impart | which is appointed you. And what shall we do?

MEELE LY R F R HA to him that hath none; KE - kT Bl E & | And he said unto them,

Ve B B D A8 FE and he that hath meat, B . A= %E - Do violence to no man,
let him do likewise. neither accuse any

And think not to say HEEZEH - AW MEK fa'lsely; and be content

within yourselves, We =W - maomeiBEA with your wages.
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have Abraham to our W BEYH - s
father: for | say unto you,
that God is able of these
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When Jesus himself came to be baptized, John protested. But Jesus affirmed, "Thus it becometh us to
fulfill all righteousness" (Matt. 3:15). Thereafter John pointed his disciples to Jesus, "the lamb of God which
taketh away the sin of the world" (John 1:29). His course was fulfilled. He was content to fade into obscurity
created by the One whose way he had come to prepare. "This my joy therefore is fulfilled" (John 3:29).

WHEN JESUS HIMSELF CAME TO BE BAPTIZED, JOHN PROTESTED. BUT JESUS AFFIRMED, "THUS IT BECOMETH US TO FULFILL ALL RIGHTEOUSNESS"

Matthew And Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer it to be so now: for thus it becometh us to fulfil all
3:15 righteousness. Then he suffered him.
H@BZER  MEEAR ARRAMEEEEEEFRVE (NF . 8B8) - REXD
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JOHN POINTED HIS DISCIPLES TO JESUS, "THE LAMB OF GOD WHICH TAKETH AWAY THE SIN OF THE WORLD"
John The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which
1:29 taketh away the sin of the world.
RH  KWNBHERIBHARMEBE - sk . "EW - wBHWEF BRE(HEZE: B
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JOHN’S COURSE WAS FULFILLED. HE WAS CONTENT TO FADE INTO OBSCURITY...
John He that hath the bride is the bridegroom: but the friend of the bridegroom, which standeth
3:29 and heareth him, rejoiceth greatly because of the bridegroom's voice: this my joy therefore is
fulfilled.
ZWMBENMENMEB , MEBNARIEEZ  BEFTBHNESNESE - Wit - HEES
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THE LESSONS:

Preparation was necessary before the Lord's earthly ministry. John, full of the Holy Spirit from his
mother's womb was sent to accomplish that preparation. In like manner today, the Lord has raised up Spirit-
filled vessels to prepare the way for the second triumphant coming of our Lord to the earth.

John's message was extremely simple and practical. It is important for us to maintain the simplicity of
the gospel. Our message relates to the life now as well as to that in eternity. Pleasing our Lord in holy living
and acceptable service is our true preparation for His second coming. Let us be careful not to lose the practical
message in a fantastic preoccupation with the manner of the Lord's return.

The angel said John should not drink wine nor strong drink, but he would be filled with the Holy Spirit
(Luke 1:15). Paul used the same comparison in his letter to the Ephesians: "Be not drunk with wine ... but be
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filled with the Spirit" (Eph. 5:18). This, in connection with Paul's teaching that drunkards cannot enter the
Kingdom of God (1 Cor. 6:10; Gal. 5:21), and his plea to avoid stumbling a brother (Rom. 14:21; 1 Cor. 8:13)
form the Biblical basis for total abstinence from wine and strong drink. There is at least the subtle suggestion
that imbibing strong drink and being filled with the Holy Spirit are contrary one to the other. We do well to
follow the example of John whom Jesus called "a burning and a shining light" (John 5:35).

Luke 1:15

Ephesians 5:18

For he shall be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall
drink neither wine nor strong drink; and he shall be
filled with the Holy Ghost, even from his mother's
womb.
tMmEFEASEZES K -
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And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be
filled with the Spirit;
AZWHE . BEEARES ;, DEREEAR W -

PAUL TEACHES THAT DRUNKARDS CANNOT ENTER THE KINGDOM OF GOD

1 Corinthians 6:10

Galatians 5:21

Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers,

nor extortioners, shaII inherit the kingdom of God.
BN  BEZHN BHEN BFEN BEN -
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Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such
like: of the which | tell you before, as | have also told
you in time past, that they which do such things shall
not inherit the kingdom of God.
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PAUL PLEAS TO AVOID STUMBLING A BROTHER

Romans 14:21

1 Corinthians 8:13

It is good neither to eat flesh, nor to drink wine, nor
any thing whereby thy brother stumbleth, or is
offended, or is made weak.
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Wherefore, if meat make my brother to offend, | will
eat no flesh while the world standeth, lest | make my
brother to offend.
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WE DO WELL TO FOLLOW THE EXAMPLE OF JOHN WHOM JESUS CALLED "A BURNING AND A SHINING LIGHT"

John
5:35

WNEZHENHEE - RMIE

He was a burning and a shining light: and ye were willing for a season to rejoice in his light.
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Monday: Isaiah 40:1-11

1Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God.
MM BH: MMEEBEZH ZRANBEHE -

2Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that her warfare is accomplished, that her iniquity is
pardoned: for she hath received of the LORD's hand double for all her sins.

EHMBEHMLARLZBOE  XOHMESH -
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3The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a

highway for our God.
AABREZSR TREHAEDBMENR (5E
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4Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill shall be made low: and the crooked shall be made

straight, and the rough places plain:

—UWLESBBEER  ANLUEHEHF , es5BENELRFE -
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>And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together: for the mouth of the LORD hath

spoken it.

BMENKBLRBR  NBAOLROL - RBER AAERHMMEHRORH -

Isaiah 40:6-8

1 Peter 1:24-25

5The voice said, Cry. And he said, What shall | cry? All
flesh is grass, and all the goodliness thereof is as the
flower of the field:
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"The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: because the
spirit of the LORD bloweth upon it: surely the people
is grass.

B - TR E
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8The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the word
of our God shall stand for ever.
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24For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as
the flower of grass. The grass withereth, and the
flower thereof falleth away:

AABNELRN  FHNE , W EXHEE
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25But the word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this
is the word which by the gospel is preached unto you.

BB ENBRAKEN - FERRANES® 2

%0 zZion, that bringest good tidings, get thee up into the high mountain; O Jerusalem, that bringest good tidings,
lift up thy voice with strength; lift it up, be not afraid; say unto the cities of Judah, Behold your God!
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10Behold, the Lord GOD will come with strong hand, and his arm shall rule for him: behold, his reward is with
him, and his work before him.

THMNELNGAREZRS , HNWEELAMER MW EBHEMEE , KRB EME A -

11He shall feed his flock like a shepherd: he shall gather the lambs with his arm, and carry them in his bosom,
and shall gently lead those that are with young.

MuBERANBEECHNFH  HABEEREFXBERD  EESEPAEBNFW -



Tuesday: Luke 3:1-18

INow in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor of Judaea, and Herod
being tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of lturaea and of the region of Trachonitis, and

Lysanias the tetrarch of Abilene,

ZHREBEUS THAF FTERASMHFBEALE  HEEDNANDEOI - M52 5 B I FU
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2Annas and Caiaphas being the high priests, the word of God came unto John the son of Zacharias in the

wilderness.
DA MZ D EERRES - BE -
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3And he came into all the country about Jordan, preaching the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins;
MMRAOBY —FHS  EBBUANEE  EFEEN -

Luke 3:4-6

Isaiah 40:3-5

4As it is written in the book of the words of Esaias the
prophet (isaiah 40:3-5), saying, The voice of one crying in
the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make
his paths straight.
FMEMUEBEBRE LN GE SR EEBEH A A
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SEvery valley shall be filled, and every mountain and
hill shall be brought low; and the crooked shall be
made straight, and the rough ways shall be made
smooth;
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5And all flesh shall see the salvation of God.
NEDSN HFEEHwHWHE |

The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare
ye the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a
highway for our God.

BABWEEZR  EREBREBEBMBMENE (5
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4Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain
and hill shall be made low: and the crooked shall be
made straight, and the rough places plain:
—UWLWEHEERR  ANDNLBEEHMBEHF ;, 85
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5And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all
flesh shall see it together: for the mouth of the LORD
hath spoken it.

BMENKRBLRABR , NEODEWDL —RA
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"Then said he to the multitude that came forth to be baptized of him, O generation of vipers, who hath

warned you to flee from the wrath to come?
AHE P ERBZZMAENRASR
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8Bring forth therefore fruits worthy of repentance, and begin not to say within yourselves, We have Abraham
to our father: for | say unto you, That God is able of these stones to raise up children unto Abraham.
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9And now also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees: every tree therefore which bringeth not forth good
fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire.

BeEFFfEeRA&RNAERE  NAEERFOBBRRTIER  EEXKE -

10And the people asked him, saying, What shall we do then?
MARBMEE B RMEFEER ?

11He answereth and saith unto them, He that hath two coats, let him impart to him that hath none; and he
that hath meat, let him do likewise.

WHEZEHR  AMOEREN MOoGHEREN, BRYKN  MWEEKT -

12Then came also publicans to be baptized, and said unto him, Master, what shall we do?
NAMERESZ K - Bt : ¥ RMPAEEFEER?

13And he said unto them, Exact no more than that which is appointed you.
KEad BRI ENEE  AZZHE -

14And the soldiers likewise demanded of him, saying, And what shall we do? And he said unto them, Do
violence to no man, neither accuse any falsely; and be content with your wages.

NBEETREMS:  BRMASFEEER AR . AZLLUREGTA  UAZHFA ECEHERER
2HE -

15And as the people were in expectation, and all men mused in their hearts of John, whether he were the
Christ, or not;

BUREZEEEBERNKEE  ABLEBRE  NBANBZEEE -

16)ohn answered, saying unto them all, | indeed baptize you with water; but one mightier than | cometh, the
latchet of whose shoes | am not worthy to unloose: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost and with fire:

NEa  RERAKGEMRMAKE  BE—UENERERNER B ELAtEETH AR - it
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7Whose fan is in his hand, and he will throughly purge his floor, and will gather the wheat into his garner; but
the chaff he will burn with fire unquenchable.

MFE=ZEZEHE  ZEHEIFMHNSE  EEXEFWEEE EBRBAROXNES

18And many other things in his exhortation preached he unto the people.
AHENBAFZINEOEE I PAEESE -
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Wednesday: Matthew 3

1In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness of Judaea,

B

BREINAOFER EEIANEHEE -
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an -

2And saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.

KBTI 7 - MPEE B!

Matthew 3:3

Isaiah 40:3

3For this is he that was spoken of by the prophet
Esaias (isaiah 40:3), saying, The voice of one crying in the
wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his
paths straight.
EAMEBEMUELRARN - EEBEHF A A
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The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare
ye the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a
highway for our God.

BEABRER  ERETREHMMENE (X
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4And the same John had his raiment of camel's hair, and a leathern girdle about his loins; and his meat was

locusts and wild honey.
EAHNBTFREENVNXR  BRET -
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>Then went out to him Jerusalem, and all Judaea, and all the region round about Jordan,

B -
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6And were baptized of him in Jordan, confessing their sins.

HRMMAE ENETESMAONRL -

7But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees come to his baptism, he said unto them, O generation
of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come?
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8Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance:
MEBEBEERFR  BBLXWLEMHE -
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9And think not to say within yourselves, We have Abraham to our father: for | say unto you, that God is able of

these stones to raise up children unto Abraham.
AZEHOLER ARBAFEFAEMOAEAR -
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10And now also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees: therefore every tree which bringeth not forth good

fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire.

BEFFORMEBRE  NAEHFERFOBBRRTIR  EEXKE -

11| indeed baptize you with water unto repentance. but he that cometh after me is mightier than |, whose
shoes | am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire:

12




HERKGMRMERL - WIRMER  ERERUBEN  EANEREX AMZ2HMEEDL A
fo - fth = A EE B KGIRMKEE -

12\Whose fan is in his hand, and he will throughly purge his floor, and gather his wheat into the garner; but he
will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.

MFE=ZERHE  BEFMNSE LX7FUEEE EBEHEAENOXKER S -

13Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, to be baptized of him.
S FNHBE@&EMANANEKANED - BTN - 22MH%E -

14But John forbad him, saying, | have need to be baptized of thee, and comest thou to me?
NEBEFED R BEXROE KRB LEZEERE?

15And Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer it to be so now: for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness.
Then he suffered him.

H@gpER REEAFAR HRARMEEEEEEARNE (NF B )  RIBHOET 7 -
16And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened
unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon him:

M@=k BAEKELER XBRAB/MEY MR EBRONENHSISFEDN  JFEMS L -

7And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom | am well pleased.
MXEAEESR  BEE2ERHNETF  BPAEHRHO -
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Thursday: Mark 1:1-11

1The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God;
wHEfF - HMEHEEEERENEE -

Mark 1:2 Malachi 3:1

2As it is written in the prophets, Behold, | send my Behold, | will send my messenger, and he shall
messenger before thy face, which shall prepare thy prepare the way before me: and the LORD, whom ye
way before thee. seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the
FMEHAUBED (BEasEUEBER == ) Z | messengerof the covenant, whom ye delight in:
FRmn - EW O BREZERNIEEENRE behold, he shall come, saith the LORD of hosts.

T OEEER - EEZHNMEDR BREZEZNEEETRIE

BHEERE WMAMSKNEILBREAMD
B UMNNEE  BmEMRMAMEN - RER

I
Mark 1:3 Isaiah 40:3
3The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye | The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare
the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. ye the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a
EETAEABEER  BHEEINE - BEMK | highway for our God.
= AANERZEDR TEHREERIEMENE (3

4]

2 EWY AEAEBWER  EREGADAEY
%) - fE DB S TR M -

4John did baptize in the wilderness, and preach the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins.
RER WBRY  TEDHRE BBV ERE EFESH -

>And there went out unto him all the land of Judaea, and they of Jerusalem, and were all baptized of him in
the river of Jordan, confessing their sins.

BAEHMBEHANOABLEZIOHGRE  AJMMANE EHLEITESIMORE -

6And John was clothed with camel's hair, and with a girdle of a skin about his loins; and he did eat locusts and
wild honey;
N TFHEEEORR BRET LZH2ES  BHZE -

’And preached, saying, There cometh one mightier than | after me, the latchet of whose shoes | am not
worthy to stoop down and unloose.
MEBER . A UEHXUEBRN ENAEREXR A2 ERAMEET T AN -

8 indeed have baptized you with water: but he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost.
RERKGMMEmE % - thal ZRHEESMMERT -

9And it came to pass in those days, that Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, and was baptized of John in
Jordan.

ME - HBHEENMANMNNZRHR  EOETER THOHHSE -
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10And straightway coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens opened, and the Spirit like a dove
descending upon him:

it KE—-—ER BMEBERERXERBEY ZEENHHSIF BEMS L -

1IAnd there came a voice from heaven, saying, Thou art my beloved Son, in whom | am well pleased.
NAEBEHRALER H . MWMERNEF  RERME -
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Friday: John 1:19-34

19And this is the record of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, Who art

thou?

KNP RECSE NE  BAXARTBBHMAERINARAIOGHEE - BR: "TRE

O

20And he confessed, and denied not; but confessed, | am not the Christ.

tELBAER - AR AR "EAZEE -

21And they asked him, What then? Art thou Elias? And he saith, | am not. Art thou that prophet? And he

answered, No.
it P53 RS At 3R
BIZE&R: "A=2 4

TEE O RERR? ZUMEBE? , 0B

THAZ - 5 "TE2WHAAMIE? 5

22Then said they unto him, Who art thou? that we may give an answer to them that sent us. What sayest thou

of thyself?

REMMR T IREEZRE

MEMERBEZRMEOA - RECH -

mZRE? 4

John 1:23

Isaiah 40:3

23He said, | am the voice of one crying in the
wilderness, Make straight the way of the Lord, as said
the prophet Esaias (isaian 40:3).

R " RMEREEFAEABERZR: "B E

The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare
ye the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a
highway for our God.

BABRZR

ERBREBNENE (X
ZF OERET  BABRER  CERBEHMMEN
B) O EHEERMBENE -

ETWEBER., LEWXMUBDARA ©

24And they which were sent were of the Pharisees.
MLEAZENBEBAZRW (NF BERNWI2EFNEAN)

25And they asked him, and said unto him, Why baptizest thou then, if thou be not that Christ, nor Elias, neither
that prophet?

P BtE : "REAZEE  AZMUMNDZ  OOAZWEHN - REERALE ? .

26)ohn answered them, saying, | baptize with water: but there standeth one among you, whom ye know not;
WHOER: "HERKERX  BEA—UBERMPIE  SERMHAAIEN

27He it is, who coming after me is preferred before me, whose shoe's latchet | am not worthy to unloose.
MERERUEBRY  REet@EETH AR -

28These things were done in Bethabara beyond Jordan, where John was baptizing.
ERENBIUSBERE (AEE . BRER ) - A8BEENH SIENREFE -

29The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the
sin of the world.

16




RHEH  -ABHBERMARIMAE  m: "EW SHNEF BE(HEF:BR ) HAF

A

30Thijs is he of whom I said, After me cometh a man which is preferred before me: for he was before me.
EMmeRER . "TA-UTERMUEBER R TERDBEWN - At ARKAERLA - 4

31And | knew him not: but that he should be made manifest to Israel, therefore am | come baptizing with
water.

HXA AR WSHEBKIESE - REMUMBRGUEIA - 4

32And John bare record, saying, | saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it abode upon him.

MBXNFRESR: REEREE  PHSFRHRET  THEMNS L -

33And | knew him not: but he that sent me to baptize with water, the same said unto me, Upon whom thou
shalt see the Spirit descending, and remaining on him, the same is he which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost.

A ARBM  REMBERKBKE AN  HHER: "REREER MR TE#NS L -

EMEREZHAN - 4

34And | saw, and bare record that this is the Son of God.
RERY MEBEEEHENRE T -
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Saturday: John 3:23-36; 5:33-35

ZAnd John also was baptizing in Aenon near to Salim, because there was much water there: and they came,
and were baptized.

NBESFTORANRBEOESLS  BER/BEKSZ  RABERIRA -

24For John was not yet cast into prison.
(BB ERAE FEES - )

2Then there arose a question between some of John's disciples and the Jews about purifying.
RWEHPEM—EBEXARBRINEG -

26And they came unto John, and said unto him, Rabbi, he that was with thee beyond Jordan, to whom thou
barest witness, behold, the same baptizeth, and all men come to him.

MARRKE - &R THLL RARRENETS RARBHOMBMU - RERE - KA EEMIB
EET -,

27)ohn answered and said, A man can receive nothing, except it be given him from heaven.
K . "TELE2RXRLEBHN ARAESEE -

28ye yourselves bear me witness, that | said, | am not the Christ, but that | am sent before him.
HEgHR: "THAREE BREFEZEHMABEHN.  MRMMPAECYUAHERE -

29He that hath the bride is the bridegroom: but the friend of the bridegroom, which standeth and heareth him,
rejoiceth greatly because of the bridegroom's voice: this my joy therefore is fulfilled.

BZHEOMEFNE  FENPERKE BEWMKENBERESS NIt WESZWE [ -

30He must increase, but | must decrease.
fh i BEHE - =M o

31He that cometh from above is above all: he that is of the earth is earthly, and speaketh of the earth: he that
cometh from heaven is above all.

TRAXAEXRNZEBEZL M ERNEBFH  MASNTEBETH - “RXLEXNZES
BZE -

32And what he hath seen and heard, that he testifieth; and no man receiveth his testimony.
MEFMEMBEBNRELER  RELREFEAEIMHNERE -

33He that hath received his testimony hath set to his seal that God is true.
PBEZMHMEEN - SO L FHMEEN -

34For he whom God hath sent speaketh the words of God: for God giveth not the Spirit by measure unto him.
BEPIERPOMRBNGE  AHABBHEELAMILEREN -

35The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things into his hand.
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36He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the
wrath of God abideth on him.

BEBFHOABXKE  ABFHABAZXRE (RXFARBRXKE )  #HOERBEEMSE £ - |

333ye sent unto John, and he bare witness unto the truth.
MPEBEATYGTE MAEEMFEFBERE -

34But | receive not testimony from man: but these things | say, that ye might be saved.
HE AN RI[IAZRARN ; M  RRELD  HEUMME K -

35He was a burning and a shining light: and ye were willing for a season to rejoice in his light.
NHERHENHRE MMOABFREESE MK -
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Sunday: Acts 13:14-26

PAUL PREACHES IN ANTIOCH OF PISIDIA
14But when they departed from Perga, they came to Antioch in Pisidia, and went into the synagogue on the
sabbath day, and sat down.

MM EE rRIMERT - RABFARNLRNN LB HIEE

ml}

R N

15And after the reading of the law and the prophets the rulers of the synagogue sent unto them, saying, Ye
men and brethren, if ye have any word of exhortation for the people, say on.

BT /RBRANATCAMNE BEZEN WABE BtMHR: —Une  HFEEEHBURANGE -

NION
a8 AL °

16Then Paul stood up, and beckoning with his hand said, Men of Israel, and ye that fear God, give audience.
REMILER - Z2F R UBINAMNM—TUUBREBEERWA  FE -

17The God of this people of Israel chose our fathers, and exalted the people when they dwelt as strangers in
the land of Egypt, and with an high arm brought he them out of it.

EHUEIIRNBRETHEMNER  ERSTSEEANEERBEMM  ARENFEMME K ;

18And about the time of forty years suffered he their manners in the wilderness.
NaEBEHEEX (HfF = )MM. B8 M0+F -

1And when he had destroyed seven nations in the land of Chanaan, he divided their land to them by lot.
BER 7imi A - BB D 4 RS2

20And after that he gave unto them judges about the space of four hundred and fifty years, until Samuel the
prophet.
ftEastmMErT T IBMNBATF  BEENMBESENEE -

21And afterward they desired a king: and God gave unto them Saul the son of Cis, a man of the tribe of
Benjamin, by the space of forty years.

BRMMKRK—BE SR SEERZRPELINRFRFE BUOUAOAFZN+-F -

22And when he had removed him, he raised up unto them David to be their king; to whom also he gave their
testimony, and said, | have found David the son of Jesse, a man after mine own heart, which shall fulfil all my
will.

ME/RE MEUARGEFMOMANE  XAMFRESR  AEFHBAEANE FXKE  MES5 L
ENA NSEBTRMNER -

230f this man's seed hath God according to his promise raised unto Israel a Saviour, Jesus:
MEANEFEDP  BOLKRBEMESTN  BUBIWAITT —UKE - 52 HEH -

2%When John had first preached before his coming the baptism of repentance to all the people of Israel.
EMMEAERIE  IHOAUBEIIREEREB AN KL -
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25And as John fulfilled his course, he said, Whom think ye that | am? | am not he. But, behold, there cometh
one after me, whose shoes of his feet | am not worthy to loose.

WBRBROTEMNERR RMPAUARREE?HAZEE

EMNETTEARH -

[
/N

A —MERLUBE - MK

26Men and brethren, children of the stock of Abraham, and whosoever among you feareth God, to you is the

word of this salvation sent.

B THAFNFAHANMRMEPIPERARBOAN  SEHRNENEZEHLH MO -

27For they that dwell at Jerusalem, and their rulers, because they knew him not, nor yet the voices of the
prophets which are read every sabbath day, they have fulfilled them in condemning him.

BEHLSEENANMMMANER EAARBEE UABBESZEHMA

EEESEE  EEBEITAANERES

i1z= OO

AH A&

TAWE - L

28And though they found no cause of death in him, yet desired they Pilate that he should be slain.
AT ALEMBEELNER  EERKKRAUZHM;

29And when they had fulfilled all that was written of him, they took him down from the tree, and laid him in a

sepulchre.

MR ri& ERZ2MPAEN —VsE MEBMERBLIRNTIR REEEZARE -

30But God raised him from the dead:
1 A0 NU fih 14 35 48 18 & -

31And he was seen many days of them which came up with him from Galilee to Jerusalem, who are his

witnesses unto the people.

MEMAMAMBE M EMERM S NAZHERMN BLEANSERBEMORE -

32And we declare unto you glad tidings, how that the promise which was made unto the fathers,

P BREELARM HE2REHFEAROE

Acts 13:33

Psalm 2:7

God hath fulfilled the same unto us their children, in
that he hath raised up Jesus again; as it is also written
in the second psalm (psaim 2:7), Thou art my Son, this
day have | begotten thee.
BERKORMEFZLNER - IUHEHKESR

T EFEUNSFEE_RERLELEHR  MBHEMNR

F  HSHEMR -

| will declare the decree: the LORD hath said unto me,
Thou art my Son; this day have | begotten thee.

HEESR  OHKREBEES - BNEZIH IR
TEHNREF HSHEMR-

1R

Acts 13:34

Isaiah 55:3

And as concerning that he raised him up from the
dead, now no more to return to corruption, he said
on this wise (isaiah 55:3), | will give you the sure mercies
of David.

wmE MM EIEEER  ABEROE  mE

Incline your ear, and come unto me: hear, and your
soul shall live; and | will make an everlasting covenant
with you, even the sure mercies of David.
mMMPERTRR,, AIEME M BE - KM
BRMIXKY MERBRAFAREBEHEIEHNIH -
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Acts 13:35

Psalm 16:10

Wherefore he saith also in another psalm (psaim 16:10),
Thou shalt not suffer thine Holy One to see
corruption.

NBE-—REB ML AURNEERBHE

For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; neither wilt
thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption.

AAERBDABHENWBRMERD - AR
EERMNER -

36For David, after he had served his own generation by the will of God, fell on sleep, and was laid unto his

fathers, and saw corruption:
ABEEHNFHEEBET TN ER
7))  BAEAMERBE SRS E

37But he, whom God raised again, saw no corruption.
HEEBPFERN - Mtk B HE -

CRLEE Y (S KEBREMHNE

ERS /-t A - SE

38Be it known unto you therefore, men and brethren, that through this man is preached unto you the

forgiveness of sins:
Tl - 272 M RPEEES

CHMENEZEBHEABLGRM -

39And by him all that believe are justified from all things, from which ye could not be justified by the law of

Moses.

40Beware therefore, lest that come upon you, which is

NABSEENSLELEREEA -

MEBEEE 7 -

spoken of in the prophets (Habakkuk 1:5);

Tl - MABENL - REBEMELSLOBEANIRM -
Acts 13:41 Habakkuk 1:5

Behold, ye despisers, and wonder, and perish: for |
work a work in your days, a work which ye shall in no
wise believe, though a man declare it unto you.

TR O NRMPEEENAZHE  ZESF  ZH
T, ABERMPANKE RT—HGF #AAS
IR RPBEAE -

Behold ye among the heathen, and regard, and
wonder marvelously: for | will work a work in your
days which ye will not believe, though it be told you.

MMEEDIEPEHE - AKX

[T

HE 0 2 &7

R ==
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HABEMRMPORE  BRiIT—H=3 . #B5 AFEH
"M MMABAEAE -
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Isaiah 40:3-5

Matthew 3:3

Mark 1:3

Luke 3:4-6

John 1:23

The voice of him
that crieth in the
wilderness, Prepare
ye the way of the
LORD, make
straight in the
desert a highway
for our God.
BEABEER

£ & B 78 4 HS A0
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TEE  AAE
BER S8 HE
HS AD 2= B9 B8 )
D BEMAEFR
19 18 [ 38 -

4Every valley shall
be exalted, and
every mountain and
hill shall be made
low: and the
crooked shall be
made straight, and
the rough places
plain:

— U= & 2 E
woe RN L R EB
ZH ¥, 55K
BWERRF

H B FEE

>And the glory of
the LORD shall be
revealed, and all
flesh shall see it
together: for the
mouth of the LORD
hath spoken it.

BB A 2= B9 55 18 W
KB, NAN
TN —BF

3For this is he that
was spoken of by
the prophet Esaias
(Isaiah 40:3), SAYing,
The voice of one
crying in the
wilderness, Prepare
ye the way of the
Lord, make his
paths straight.
EAmEEAU
B DR
mEEEBTEAAE

=R o A E
MWE  BEMH
B

The voice of one
crying in the
wilderness, Prepare
ye the way of the
Lord, make his
paths straight.
TEHAAERE
EZ@ o EAEIEIN
B EEHE M

B

4As it is written in
the book of the
words of Esaias the
prophet (isaiah 40:3-5),
saying, The voice of
one crying in the
wilderness, Prepare
ye the way of the
Lord, make his
paths straight.
EWHEmMPLE @
ELEE
HOERBEB AR
B Z . BEE
wiE - BEMmNW

B

SEvery valley shall
be filled, and every
mountain and hill
shall be brought
low; and the
crooked shall be
made straight, and
the rough ways
shall be made
smooth;

— WL EHEE
NTEANEAN
MG ES RN
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6And all flesh shall
see the salvation of
God.

NBEMRB -
Z 5 mn

HE |
N, 70N .

ZHe said, | am the
voice of one crying
in the wilderness,
Make straight the
way of the Lord, as
said the prophet
Esaias (isaiah 40:3).
R "EmE
TEEH B ANERE
EH TEEHEEW
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