— Lesson 21 —

CHRIST — THE BRANCH
DAILY READINGS:

Monday: Isaiah 11:1-10
Tuesday: Romans 15:1-13
Wednesday: Jeremiah 22:24-23:6
Thursday: Matthew 2

Friday: Jeremiah 33:7-26
Saturday: Zechariah 3

Sunday: Zechariah 6

Isaiah 11:10
And in that day there shall be a root of Jesse, which shall stand for an ensign of the people;
to it shall the Gentiles seek: and his rest shall be glorious.
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INTRODUCTION:

When Ahaz refused to accept God's offer of deliverance as given through Isaiah (see last week's lesson),
he was left to his own devices. Isaiah had warned Ahaz that the nation to which he looked for help (the
Assyrians) in this threat from Syria and Israel, would ultimately invade the land and lay it waste (lsa. 7:17-25).
Unimpressed, Ahaz sent an embassy with large presents to the king of Assyria. Although Rezin (Syria) and
Pekahtthl (Israel) were unable to take Jerusalem in their subsequent attack, they did do great damage to the
land, and a great part of its inhabitants were taken into captivity (Il Chron. 28:5-15; Il Kings 16:5,6). Assyria
proved no help at all, and the supposed deliverance, bought at such a heavy price, brought only "distress" (Il
Chron. 28:16-21). This dependence on Assyria formed the first link in that chain which, partly by the Assyrians
and partly by their successors, the Babylonians, fell upon the kingdom of Judah.

LESSON NOTES:

The Branch: In Isaiah 10:5-34, the Lord, through His prophet, speaks to the Assyrian king. Tilgath-
pilneser is puffed up because of his triumphs, primarily his power over Judah (vs. 13). God had merely used
him, however, as an instrument to chastise His rebellious people (vss. 5, 25). The Lord promises him that he
will suffer a terrible overthrow (vss. 17, 34). This prophecy was fulfilled to the letter in the days of Hezekiah
(Isa. 37).

The prophecy continues in Isaiah 11 and is directed towards the house of David and intended for their
encouragement. In the last verse of Isaiah 10, the Assyrians had been compared to a magnificent forest which
should be cut down by the hand of Jehovah. Here (Isa. 11) the house of David appears as a tree which had
been felled, from whose roots a small shoot would spring forth, and, insignificant at first, would grow up to a
stately tree. Then follows, in highly figurative language, the attributes of the King (vss. 2-5), and the nature of
His kingdom (vss. 6-10).




Isaiah 10:34

THE ASSYRIANS HAD BEEN COMPARED TO A MAGNIFICENT FOREST WHICH SHOULD BE CUT DOWN

BY THE HAND OF JEHOVAH.

Isaiah 11:1

THE HOUSE OF DAVID APPEARS AS A TREE WHICH HAD BEEN FELLED, FROM WHOSE ROOTS A
SMALL SHOOT WOULD SPRING FORTH, AND, INSIGNIFICANT AT FIRST, WOULD GROW UP TO A

STATELY TREE.

And he shall cut down the thickets of the forest with
iron, and Lebanon shall fall by a mighty one.
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And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of
Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots:
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In at least four other places, the promised seed of David is called "the Branch.” Jeremiah uses this
designation twice (Jer. 23:5; 33:15) as does the prophet Zechariah (Zech. 3:8; 6:12). Jeremiah's prophecy
comes in connection with his declaration that Judah would be taken captive by Nebuchadnezzar (22:25). In
particular, he cries out against the leaders of the people, their "shepherds" (23:1, 2). God then promises
through Jeremiah to return the people to their land and to establish shepherds over them who would truly
"feed" them (vs. 4). In this connection the offspring of David is presented to them as their Ruler and Leader.
He is the "righteous Branch," a King who will reign and prosper (vss. 5, 6) This prophecy is virtually repeated
in the same way in Jeremiah 33:7-26 where David's seed is called a "Branch of righteousness."

IN AT LEAST FOUR OTHER PLACES, THE PROMISED SEED OF DAVID IS CALLED "THE BRANCH.”

Jeremiah 23:5-6

Jeremiah 33:15-16

Zechariah 3:8

Zechariah 6:12

>Behold, the days come,
saith the LORD, that | will
raise unto David a
righteous Branch, and a
King shall reign and
prosper, and shall
execute judgment and
justice in the earth.
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8In his days Judah shall be
saved, and Israel shall
dwell safely: and this is
his name whereby he
shall be called,

THE LORD OUR
RIGHTEOUSNESS.
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151n those days, and at
that time, will | cause the
Branch of righteousness
to grow up unto David;
and he shall execute
judgment and
righteousness in the land.
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18|n those days shall
Judah be saved, and
Jerusalem shall dwell
safely: and this is the
name wherewith she
shall be called, The LORD
our righteousness.
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8Hear now, O Joshua the
high priest, thou, and thy
fellows that sit before
thee: for they are men
wondered at: for, behold,
| will bring forth my
servant the BRANCH.
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12And speak unto him,
saying, Thus speaketh the
LORD of hosts, saying,
Behold the man whose
name is The BRANCH;
and he shall grow up out
of his place, and he shall
build the temple of the
LORD:
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A Nazarene: The statement in Matthew 2:23 has perplexed many students of the Bible. Here Matthew
tells us that many prophets prophesied that the Saviour would be called a Nazarene. No single Old Testament
passage can be found to correspond exactly to this. Yet, Matthew uses the plural indicating that more than
one prophet referred to Christ as the Nazarene. This is the only such instance where the plural is used.

MATTHEW TELLS US THAT MANY PROPHETS PROPHESIED THAT THE SAVIOUR WOULD BE CALLED A NAZARENE.

Matthew And he came and dwelt in a city called Nazareth: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken
2:23 by the prophets, He shall be called a Nazarene.
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The answer to this seems to lie in the root meaning of the Hebrew name "Nazareth." Its root meaning
is "Branch." Since "the Branch" is used by several prophets (i.e. Isaiah, Jeremiah and Zechariah), undoubtedly
these are the prophecies which Matthew says are fulfilled in Jesus.

THE LESSONS:

It is of great interest and importance to study those characteristics which the prophets ascribe to this
"Branch" from the root of Jesse. Chief among these attributes is righteousness. Jeremiah calls Him Jehovah-
tsidkenu: the Lord our Righteousness. Isaiah tells us He will judge "righteously," and His kingdom shall be one
of peace. This fits in perfectly with the statements of Jesus wherein He told His hearers that unless their
righteousness exceeded the righteousness of the Pharisees they could not see the Kingdom of God (Matthew
5:20). Also in Romans 14:17, the definition of Christ's kingdom is given as "righteousness, peace and joy in the
Holy Ghost."

Matthew For | say unto you, That except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the
5:20 scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven.
CEHRMMRPARNEEABRXIMENEANSE - B AEEXRE -
Romans For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the
14:17 Holy Ghost.
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Zechariah combines several Old Testament functions and offices into the work of "the Branch" (Zech.
6:12, 13). First of all, He is to build the temple of the Lord. This work is accomplished through those
redeemed souls who collectively make up the habitation of the Lord. Next, He is to rule upon the throne as a
King. In addition, He is to be the priest upon His throne. These two functions of king and priest had never
been combined in any Old Testament character with the exception of Melchizadek, who is a foremost type of
Christ (Heb. 5:6). And again the outstanding characteristic of His rule is peace (Zech. 6:13).

Hebrews As he saith also in another place, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec.
5:6 MANEBEXNAB—ESR NMERBEEXAENSERXKER/FT -

One detail often overlooked in connection with these prophecies is the small and inconspicuous (ot
obvious) WAy in which this Branch was to appear. Growing up as a rod out of the stem of Jesse and a Branch out
of his roots speaks of a small and humble beginning. Ezekiel 17:22, 23 paints a similar picture indicating that
before the Messiah should attain to glory, He would be lowly and obscure. This finds its fulfillment not only in
the circumstances of Christ's birth but in the manner in which the whole kingdom of God began its growth. It
was the poor and despised of the world who made up the "temple" of the Lord. The foolishness of the world
was used to confound the wise. The world took little notice of what was happening. Yet those who had ears
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to hear and eyes to see were aware of the grandeur of this coming kingdom. God's promises will be fulfilled
and the kingdoms of this earth will become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ (Revelation 11:15),
regardless of how we may interpret conditions today or what the world thinks and does.

EZEKIEL 17:22, 23 PAINTS A SIMILAR PICTURE INDICATING THAT BEFORE THE MIESSIAH SHOULD ATTAIN TO GLORY, HE WOULD BE LOWLY AND OBSCURE.

Ezekiel
17:22, 23

22Thus saith the Lord GOD; | will also take of the highest branch of the high cedar, and will set
it; | will crop off from the top of his young twigs a tender one, and will plant it upon an high
mountain and eminent:
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3In the mountain of the height of Israel will | plant it: and it shall bring forth boughs, and
bear fruit, and be a goodly cedar: and under it shall dwell all fow! of every wing; in the
shadow of the branches thereof shall they dwell.
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GOD'S PROMISES WILL BE FULFILLED AND THE KINGDOMS OF THIS EARTH WILL BECOME THE KINGDOMS OF OUR LORD AND OF HIS CHRIST

Revelation
11:15

And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms
of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign for
ever and ever.
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Bible references from the “INTRODUCTION” section:

ISAIAH HAD WARNED AHAZ THAT THE NATION TO WHICH HE LOOKED FOR HELP (THE ASSYRIANS) IN THIS THREAT FROM SYRIA AND ISRAEL, WOULD ULTIMATELY INVADE THE LAND AND LAY IT WASTE

Isaiah 7:17-25
17The LORD shall bring upon thee, and upon thy people, and upon thy father's house, days that have not
come, from the day that Ephraim departed from Judah; even the king of Assyria.
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18And it shall come to pass in that day, that the LORD shall hiss for the fly that is in the uttermost part of the
rivers of Egypt, and for the bee that is in the land of Assyria.
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19And they shall come, and shall rest all of them in the desolate valleys, and in the holes of the rocks, and upon
all thorns, and upon all bushes.
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20|n the same day shall the Lord shave with a razor that is hired, namely, by them beyond the river, by the king
of Assyria, the head, and the hair of the feet: and it shall also consume the beard.
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21And it shall come to pass in that day, that a man shall nourish a young cow, and two sheep;
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22And it shall come to pass, for the abundance of milk that they shall give he shall eat butter: for butter and
honey shall every one eat that is left in the land.
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23And it shall come to pass in that day, that every place shall be, where there were a thousand vines at a
thousand silverlings, it shall even be for briers and thorns.
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24With arrows and with bows shall men come thither; because all the land shall become briers and thorns.
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25And on all hills that shall be digged with the mattock, there shall not come thither the fear of briers and
thorns: but it shall be for the sending forth of oxen, and for the treading of lesser cattle.
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ALTHOUGH REZIN (SYRIA) AND PEKAH (ISRAEL) WERE UNABLE TO TAKE JERUSALEM IN THEIR SUBSEQUENT ATTACK, THEY DID DO GREAT DAMAGE TO THE LAND, AND A GREAT PART OF ITS INHABITANTS
WERE TAKEN INTO CAPTIVITY

Il Chronicles 28:5-15

>Wherefore the LORD his God delivered him into the hand of the king of Syria; and they smote him, and
carried away a great multitude of them captives, and brought them to Damascus. And he was also delivered
into the hand of the king of Israel, who smote him with a great slaughter.
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5For Pekah the son of Remaliah slew in Judah an hundred and twenty thousand in one day, which were all
valiant men; because they had forsaken the LORD God of their fathers.
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7And Zichri, a mighty man of Ephraim, slew Maaseiah the king's son, and Azrikam the governor of the house,
and Elkanah that was next to the king.
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8And the children of Israel carried away captive of their brethren two hundred thousand, women, sons, and
daughters, and took also away much spoil from them, and brought the spoil to Samaria.
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9But a prophet of the LORD was there, whose name was Oded: and he went out before the host that came to
Samaria, and said unto them, “Behold, because the LORD God of your fathers was wroth with Judah, he hath
delivered them into your hand, and ye have slain them in a rage that reacheth up unto heaven.
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10And now ye purpose to keep under the children of Judah and Jerusalem for bondmen and bondwomen unto
you: but are there not with you, even with you, sins against the LORD your God?
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INow hear me therefore, and deliver the captives again, which ye have taken captive of your brethren: for the
fierce wrath of the LORD is upon you.”
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12Then certain of the heads of the children of Ephraim, Azariah the son of Johanan, Berechiah the son of
Meshillemoth, and Jehizkiah the son of Shallum, and Amasa the son of Hadlai, stood up against them that
came from the war,
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13And said unto them, “Ye shall not bring in the captives hither: for whereas we have offended against the
LORD already, ye intend to add more to our sins and to our trespass: for our trespass is great, and there is
fierce wrath against Israel.”
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1450 the armed men left the captives and the spoil before the princes and all the congregation.
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15And the men which were expressed by name rose up, and took the captives, and with the spoil clothed all
that were naked among them, and arrayed them, and shod them, and gave them to eat and to drink, and
anointed them, and carried all the feeble of them upon asses, and brought them to Jericho, the city of palm
trees, to their brethren: then they returned to Samaria.
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1l Kings 16:5-6
>Then Rezin king of Syria and Pekah son of Remaliah king of Israel came up to Jerusalem to war: and they
besieged Ahaz, but could not overcome him.
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At that time Rezin king of Syria recovered Elath to Syria, and drave the Jews from Elath: and the Syrians came
to Elath, and dwelt there unto this day.
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ASSYRIA PROVED NO HELP AT ALL, AND THE SUPPOSED DELIVERANCE, BOUGHT AT SUCH A HEAVY PRICE, BROUGHT ONLY "DISTRESS"

Il Chronicles 28:16-21
16At that time did king Ahaz send unto the kings of Assyria to help him.
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17For again the Edomites had come and smitten Judah, and carried away captives.
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18The Philistines also had invaded the cities of the low country, and of the south of Judah, and had taken
Bethshemesh, and Ajalon, and Gederoth, and Shocho with the villages thereof, and Timnah with the villages
thereof, Gimzo also and the villages thereof: and they dwelt there.
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19For the LORD brought Judah low because of Ahaz king of Israel; for he made Judah naked, and transgressed
sore against the LORD.
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20And Tilgathpilneser king of Assyria came unto him, and distressed him, but strengthened him not.
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21For Ahaz took away a portion out of the house of the LORD, and out of the house of the king, and of the
princes, and gave it unto the king of Assyria: but he helped him not.
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Bible references from the “LESSON NOTES” section:

IN ISAIAH 10:5-34, THE LORD, THROUGH HIS PROPHET, SPEAKS TO THE ASSYRIAN KING. TILGATH-PILNESER IS PUFFED UP BECAUSE OF HIS TRIUMPHS, PRIMARILY HIS POWER OVER
JUDAH (V5. 13). GOD HAD MERELY USED HIM, HOWEVER, AS AN INSTRUMENT TO CHASTISE HIS REBELLIOUS PEOPLE (VSS. 5, 25). THE LORD PROMISES HIM THAT HE WILL SUFFER A TERRIBLE
OVERTHROW (VSS. 17, 34). THIS PROPHECY WAS FULFILLED TO THE LETTER IN THE DAYS OF HEZEKIAH (ISA. 37).

Isaiah 10:5-34

>0 Assyrian, the rod of mine anger, and the staff in their hand is mine indignation.
DHMEERIOR - FPEHEBHUMN -

8] will send him against an hypocritical nation, and against the people of my wrath will | give him a charge, to
take the spoil, and to take the prey, and to tread them down like the mire of the streets.
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"Howbeit he meaneth not so, neither doth his heart think so; but it is in his heart to destroy and cut off nations
not a few.
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8For he saith, Are not my princes altogether kings?
fthi : AWEESAHZ LNE?

%s not Calno as Carchemish? is not Hamath as Arpad? is not Samaria as Damascus?
MHMBSAGUNERKEBE K ESAEGERAB ?HBEN S AEGREENRE ?

10As my hand hath found the kingdoms of the idols, and whose graven images did excel them of Jerusalem and
of Samaria;
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11Shall I not, as | have done unto Samaria and her idols, so do to Jerusalem and her idols?
HEEFHEBENDNEINEEG S ABETHBERSANESTIHNEBEERIB ?

2\Wherefore it shall come to pass, that when the Lord hath performed his whole work upon mount Zion and on
Jerusalem, | will punish the fruit of the stout heart of the king of Assyria, and the glory of his high looks.
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BFor he saith, By the strength of my hand | have done it, and by my wisdom; for | am prudent: and | have
removed the bounds of the people, and have robbed their treasures, and | have put down the inhabitants like a
valiant man:
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14And my hand hath found as a nest the riches of the people: and as one gathereth eggs that are left, have |
gathered all the earth; and there was none that moved the wing, or opened the mouth, or peeped.
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155hall the axe boast itself against him that heweth therewith? or shall the saw magnify itself against him that
shaketh it? as if the rod should shake itself against them that lift it up, or as if the staff should lift up itself, as if
it were no wood.
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16Therefore shall the Lord, the Lord of hosts, send among his fat ones leanness; and under his glory he shall
kindle a burning like the burning of a fire.
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17And the light of Israel shall be for a fire, and his Holy One for a flame: and it shall burn and devour his thorns
and his briers in one day;
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18And shall consume the glory of his forest, and of his fruitful field, both soul and body: and they shall be as
when a standard-bearer fainteth.
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19And the rest of the trees of his forest shall be few, that a child may write them.
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20And it shall come to pass in that day, that the remnant of Israel, and such as are escaped of the house of
Jacob, shall no more again stay upon him that smote them; but shall stay upon the LORD, the Holy One of
Israel, in truth.
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21The remnant shall return, even the remnant of Jacob, unto the mighty God.
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22For though thy people Israel be as the sand of the sea, yet a remnant of them shall return: the consumption
decreed shall overflow with righteousness.

Medl JReada#E2as)  EEMNTHEL - - REBBNBISE - LELAFKT - WKIRK

NS

auny

ZFor the Lord GOD of hosts shall make a consumption, even determined, in the midst of all the land.
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24Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD of hosts, O my people that dwellest in Zion, be not afraid of the Assyrian:
he shall smite thee with a rod, and shall lift up his staff against thee, after the manner of Egypt.
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Z5For yet a very little while, and the indignation shall cease, and mine anger in their destruction.
AAEER —HMYEEE ONRMENIAENETE AN RIEQMBEF FMHET -

26And the LORD of hosts shall stir up a scourge for him according to the slaughter of Midian at the rock of Oreb:
and as his rod was upon the sea, so shall he lift it up after the manner of Egypt.

EECIAESREERNEN FREEAUBANEABLXGA & BAZEPHHE[EE M
HOEHBEE . BEBR B -

27And it shall come to pass in that day, that his burden shall be taken away from off thy shoulder, and his yoke
from off thy neck, and the yoke shall be destroyed because of the anointing.
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28He is come to Aiath, he is passed to Migron; at Michmash he hath laid up his carriages:
it FREF DD E . OLBARAESE CTERKRLHRNES -

They are gone over the passage: they have taken up their lodging at Geba; Ramah is afraid; Gibeah of Saul is
fled.
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30Lift up thy voice, O daughter of Gallim: cause it to be heard unto Laish, O poor Anathoth.
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31Madmenah is removed; the inhabitants of Gebim gather themselves to flee.
BREABAZKE  EMHNERLE -

327 yet shall he remain at Nob that day: he shall shake his hand against the mount of the daughter of Zion, the
hill of Jerusalem.
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33Behold, the Lord, the LORD of hosts, shall lop the bough with terror: and the high ones of stature shall be
hewn down, and the haughty shall be humbled.
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34And he shall cut down the thickets of the forest with iron, and Lebanon shall fall by a mighty one.
MEOBE®  tMERERINES ; AMEHOBE KN HEKEESKE -

THIS PROPHECY WAS FULFILLED TO THE LETTER IN THE DAYS OF HEZEKIAH (ISA. 37).

Isaiah 37:36-38

36Then the angel of the LORD went forth, and smote in the camp of the Assyrians a hundred and fourscore and
five thousand: and when they arose early in the morning, behold, they were all dead corpses.

BNENEELE ER2ARZE2EPR T NELTA-BREEAER-F  HZELET.

3750 Sennacherib king of Assyria departed, and went and returned, and dwelt at Nineveh.
DM EFAZEEURKELNDE  FEEEM -
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38And it came to pass, as he was worshipping in the house of Nisroch his god, that Adrammelech and Sharezer
his sons smote him with the sword; and they escaped into the land of Armenia: and Esarhaddon his son
reigned in his stead.
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Monday: Isaiah 11:1-10

1And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots:
WA (RXE®H ) bE—K, TMRENEFHERE -

THE ATTRIBUTES OF THE KING (VsS. 2-5)

2And the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him,
« the spirit of wisdom and understanding £5 2 A I2 B8 {9 &
« the spirit of counsel and might 3% B A 85 0 89 8
« the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD %0 7 0 & &= HS A1 # 0 &

BMNENELEEMBS L HMEEMAESNRBAMNE  REMNEDOE - ME MW EREBAE

ME -

3And shall make him of quick understanding in the fear of the LORD: and he shall not judge after the sight of
his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of his ears:

MU U BREBMELRYE  TEAARRRE  BEZEFNAREH ;

4But with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the meek of the earth: and he
shall smite the earth: with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked.
HEUAEBHEEAN  DEFEHEBE FHOHRZEA  DOPHRETER  DEENREHEE
/\ o

>And righteousness shall be the girdle of his loins, and faithfulness the girdle of his reins.
NELEMWES , GELEME TS F -

THE NATURE OF HIs KINGDOM (Vvss. 6-10)
5The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; and the calf and the
young lion and the fatling together; and a little child shall lead them.

PRLVDERFRZRRE  HFARAULFFBR MM FrRAFBEIREDE , NEZFEESIMM -

’And the cow and the bear shall feed; their young ones shall lie down together: and the lion shall eat straw like
the ox.

GV BEERE; FELBE/NEBE BFMbEE B4 —1K -

8And the sucking child shall play on the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put his hand on the
cockatrice' den.

ZHNEFO T BREREMNEBO BN ERZLRFESENON L -

9They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain: for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the
LORD, as the waters cover the sea.

EREBUNEE S UHAEAN  AZY,;, AAISATNMENNSERREH - FEKFTW
B — M -

10And in that day there shall be a root of Jesse, which shall stand for an ensign of the people; to it shall the
Gentiles seek: and his rest shall be glorious.

12



HAMWHE - BANRUFERNKRNE  IBALSKM  HZ2IZMABERR -

Isaiah 11:9

They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy
mountain: for the earth shall be full of the knowledge
of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea.

ERRWHEE BE—DBFBA . XY,
RARMBMNENABELRBEY  FEAR
BB M -

Habakkuk 2:14
For the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the
glory of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea.

wo w8 AR A RS ERT BN - HFBKFRE

N g —— pa
=S B -

e KK
= R
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Tuesday: Romans 15:1-13

1We then that are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to please ourselves.
HHEBENMABRBZEAABREBEANRSE - AKBCHER -

2| et every one of us please his neighbour for his good to edification.
EMBIANBZUMBSEZN  EMEaE  ZUEBIT -

Romans 15:3 Psalm 69:9

3For even Christ pleased not himself; but, as it is For the zeal of thine house hath eaten me up; and the
written (psaim 69:9), The reproaches of them that reproaches of them that reproached thee are fallen
reproached thee fell on me. upon me.

AAEEEOUAKECHER W& LME B BEAMRMNELEESES  WEXE UWEEE
EMANEESREERSE L - MANEEHBEERXRS £ -

4For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we through patience and
comfort of the scriptures might have hope.

SN ELHMEAAIRMEN URMAELAMENTWMMZHIUATED E

>Now the God of patience and consolation grant you to be likeminded one toward another according to Christ
Jesus:

BEBEMZBOBUMRMBEIER L - BEEEBBH -

5That ye may with one mind and one mouth glorify God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
— D —HORBEH-—HMATHBHEEENRX |

"Wherefore receive ye one another, as Christ also received us to the glory of God.
PRl MMERLEEN  NRAEEEMANRMA K FEXRBREHRS -

8Now | say that Jesus Christ was a minister of the circumcision for the truth of God, to confirm the promises
made unto the fathers:

iR EEEREAANEEM/IRIACANAS  ZEFEMEAFIENE -

Romans 15:9 2 Samuel 22:50 Psalm 18:49

9And that the Gentiles might glorify | Therefore | will give thanks unto Therefore will | give thanks unto
God for his mercy; as it is written (2 | thee, O LORD, among the heathen, | thee, O LORD, among the heathen,
Samuel 22:50; Psalm 18:49), For this cause | | and | will sing praises unto thy and sing praises unto thy name.
will confess to thee among the name.

Gentiles, and sing unto thy name. B A0 2 I I E O I B B

A4 5h 3B B B 18 A SNFBREE MR - REMRNOZ - | T DEHM FERYZ -
e mBERR B RE
ESHNBPEEMR - RERP
=
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Romans 15:10

Deuteronomy 32:43

10ANnd again he saith (peuteronomy 32:43), Rejoice, ye
Gentiles with his people.
RPN BASEENSE G — BB

Rejoice, O ye nations, with his people: for he will
avenge the blood of his servants, and will render
vengeance to his adversaries, and will be merciful
unto his land, and to his people.

MPEMATAERATITNBE —B &, &M E
fih EARMA %E - HWEMBOBA - BF M
o WE M B -

Romans 15:11 Psalm 117:1

IAnd again (psaim 117:1), Praise the Lord, all ye Gentiles; | O praise the LORD, all ye nations: praise him, all ye

and laud him, all ye people. people.

N o HE - RMEEEET ! BEM - MM | BEW . RMHBEEZHMNE BEM - R 1M

= B M

= HE Mt

Romans 15:12

Isaiah 11:1, 10

12And again, Esaias saith (isaiah 11:1, 10), There shall be a
root of Jesse, and he that shall rise to reign over the
Gentiles; in him shall the Gentiles trust.
NBEUEDHR  BREBAENR - 72 EHFE
REZRIBMABW ; W AZMEAM -

1And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of
Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots:

WHANE (RX2H ) &K, EtMRE
MR FLERE -

10And in that day there shall be a root of Jesse, which
shall stand for an ensign of the people; to it shall the
Gentiles seek: and his rest shall be glorious.

BAH BBAMNRUIEEERNAKE ; SHH AN
SEXRfth MR ZPARARIE -

BBNow the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that ye may abound in hope, through the

power of the Holy Ghost.
ERMEABBHEN®S -

o,
=

RERERNE%E  FZ

AMmMmEOL - ERMPMEZEENENDARED
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Wednesday: Jeremiah 22:24-23:6

Jeremiah 22
24)¢ | live, saith the LORD, though Coniah the son of Jehoiakim king of Judah were the signet upon my right
hand, yet would | pluck thee thence;

HBMER BAITIRFANZFSER (XNBZHIEH , V)  HERAOFLTHNHME -
HBRERNXKERE WL BRIEE E®H MR-

25And | will give thee into the hand of them that seek thy life, and into the hand of them whose face thou
fearest, even into the hand of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon, and into the hand of the Chaldeans.

TERNENRZABEMRGNATNRAERNAFS  RECLHIRHPRAMLYEAD
Fop

26And | will cast thee out, and thy mother that bare thee, into another country, where ye were not born; and
there shall ye die.

L/ RAMERNESREZNRNE  TAZRMENMTS ; RALEELE -

27But to the land whereunto they desire to return, thither (in that direction) shall they not return.
BLREEERER ZHM  HABEME -

28| this man Coniah a despised broken idol? is he a vessel wherein is no pleasure? wherefore are they cast out,
he and his seed, and are cast into a land which they know not?

SEEEAZREE WMENKINE?EEAZEENROEHMNMNESTSAHOTHRERD ARE
Z Mg ?

230 earth, earth, earth, hear the word of the LORD.
o o # Wy H . F BEERAD EE R )

30Thus saith the LORD, Write ye this man childless, a man that shall not prosper in his days: for no man of his
seed shall prosper, sitting upon the throne of David, and ruling any more in Judah.

HMENILD: ZE5HEAERETF  BE¥4EABGETEN  DA/AMESFSPIEE-—_ABSFTE - 8
M RBHERE EAREIH K -

Jeremiah 23
1Woe be unto the pastors that destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! saith the LORD.

AMER : BERE BHEASEESZFHNRABTH T |

2Therefore thus saith the LORD God of Israel against the pastors that feed my people; Ye have scattered my
flock, and driven them away, and have not visited them: behold, | will visit upon you the evil of your doings,
saith the LORD.

BAME-DLednw @SFERLERNEMEUEORA  WItH RPERRNFEHF - LA &R
M, RLFRMETENE  E2HMWERL -

3And | will gather the remnant of my flock out of all countries whither | have driven them, and will bring them
again to their folds; and they shall be fruitful and increase.

16



REFHFHEPHABRAIN  EHREMMIANVIEBEABRER  EMMHELDEE AL LESR

Mm% e

4And | will set up shepherds over them which shall feed them: and they shall fear no more, nor be dismayed,
neither shall they be lacking, saith the LORD.

RURTBREMPAOKA  HEHM - MAFHEL  FHEE ARS8 ER2BAE
R -

>Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that | will raise unto David a righteous Branch, and a King shall reign
and prosper, and shall execute judgment and justice in the earth.

HAMzE®R HFHE  REAABREAE-—ELAENESE, WL E2EXTHE TEBEEE . T Lk
TA¥FMAE -

81n his days Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell safely: and this is his name whereby he shall be called,

THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.
EfMWEF BALESR UBNtZREE MBI LESEBNE-—HMANE -
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Thursday: Matthew 2

INow when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod the king, behold, there came wise

men from the east to Jerusalem,
SEHEELIWRE -

MAEEBRXNBANE BEEBLLERDRIIEERSL -

L
Ao

2Saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for we have seen his star in the east, and are come to

worship him.

MEFTRFEFBIAZEINERE  ZAMERSTERMOE -

152 = M-

3When Herod the king had heard these things, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him.

ARIRRY

L EAZ  BBERASSEHENATEH AL -

4And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people together, he demanded of them

where Christ should be born.

@ F RIRNEBOX L - B th R

CEREBELEEORE Y

>And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judaea: for thus it is written by the prophet (vicah 5:2, 2 samuei 5:2),

i M EFEH - EBANENE

o

HA&BRXMELE @ &

Matthew 2:6

Micah 5:2

2 Samuel 5:2

5And thou Bethlehem, in the land
of Juda, art not the least among
the princes of Juda: for out of thee
shall come a Governor, that shall
rule my people Israel.

WA EFER - RE®E K
AHPTAZER/NN ; BRB
RE-—MUEBEIEZRIIREE L
K -oHERUBIE -

But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah,
though thou be little among the
thousands of Judah, yet out of thee
shall he come forth unto me that is
to be ruler in Israel; whose goings
forth have been from of old, from
everlasting.

BAE -~ BUAMM - R EIE K
AP RN BRMLEB — MK
MPEEHR - EUBINF B R
EE2EMN,, WPORELEES -
"RIMAE -

Also in time past, when Saul was
king over us, thou wast he that
leddest out and broughtest in
Israel: and the LORD said to thee,
Thou shalt feed my people Israel,
and thou shalt be a captain over
Israel.

HARBERMINEBE X
FELBIALANRIR; BA

EWBBAMRSR  MBOHWER
MEMNBHN - fFUBIMWE -

Note: Ephrathah, or Ephrath, is the ancient name for the town of Bethlehem, in Judah, in the southern part of the land of Israel. When the prophet Micah prophesizes
in Micah 5:2 that the town of Bethlehem would be the birthplace of the Messiah, he refers to the town as "Bethlehem Ephrathah," to distinguish it from another town

named Bethlehem in the northern part of Israel.

"Then Herod, when he had privily called the wise men, enquired of them diligently what time the star

appeared.

2N FAEEEBEMNG /I BLIAR ABPREEEERELRHN -

8And he sent them to Bethlehem, and said, Go and search diligently for the young child; and when ye have
found him, bring me word again, that | may come and worship him also.

MmEMMETBEANESE - B

MEEF@ASHBNEZF ST
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When they had heard the king, they departed; and, lo, the star, which they saw in the east, went before them,
till it came and stood over where the young child was.

MPEBEREINEMEY ERSTHAERNAERREMMART  E0ANLZFOET - B E
ESBEEEET -

10When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy.
thMMERLEE MARAKNEE ;

IAnd when they were come into the house, they saw the young child with Mary his mother, and fell down,
and worshipped him: and when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto him gifts; gold, and
frankincense and myrrh.

ETEF BFERNEZFAIMEBESEN:  BERELINEZF  BHEZR
BV R &Mt -

+

.

E%

=

=

N
/X

%N
/

CHE

o
= &

12And being warned of God in a dream that they should not return to Herod, they departed into their own
country another way.

BrTtEAESEPREEIEARAZLAEZRFAREZ SN BERMET -

1BAnd when they were departed, behold, the angel of the Lord appeareth to Joseph in a dream, saying, Arise,
and take the young child and his mother, and flee into Egypt, and be thou there until | bring thee word: for
Herod will seek the young child to destroy him.

mMER BAEZNEBONBESZPIRERE H ERIEF2NEZFEAMERATEHER  TEBE -
ERMHWMR, AFRLSE/NEZS  BREM -

14When he arose, he took the young child and his mother by night, and departed into Egypt:
NEMRER REFBFNEZFAMEHETERE

Matthew 2:15 Hosea 11:1

15And was there until the death of Herod: that it
might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the
prophet (Hosea 11:1), saying, Out of Egypt have | called
my son.

FaEBRE  BHIEHFELS - SEE22ERIET
MR ME & BUBERBEENVRE FXK -

When Israel was a child, then | loved him, and called
my son out of Egypt.

BL g8 51l 4 4 B B 1R
1 52 F 7% -

HEM MU ERBHRK

16Then Herod, when he saw that he was mocked of the wise men, was exceeding wroth, and sent forth, and
slew all the children that were in Bethlehem, and in all the coasts thereof, from two years old and under,
according to the time which he had diligently inquired of the wise men. Then was fulfilled that which was
spoken by Jeremiah the prophet (eremian 31:15), saying,

HFERBCOCHEBLIRFT  MAXRKER ZASZSANEMRELNREMBEN S Z -
MEMEE MMEUEN BR|T - VERE T XAMEBA KNG - &

REMEE LA

Matthew 2:18 Jeremiah 31:15

18|n Rama was there a voice heard, lamentation, and
weeping, and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her

Thus saith the LORD; A voice was heard in Ramah,
lamentation, and bitter weeping; Rahel weeping for

19




children, and would not be comforted, because they her children refused to be comforted for her children,

are not. because they were not.

THHEERRURARNEST  BEHUHERMTE HEAZEMNILES  cNERERUKBEBRNEST -

AR - ABRAMME AT 7 - EHNHARME L  ABZTZHR - BAEiMMAEHA
£y o

19But when Herod was dead, behold, an angel of the Lord appeareth in a dream to Joseph in Egypt,
FRIETTUE AFXFHNEETCEHLERONZEDPEIR - R

205aying, Arise, and take the young child and his mother, and go into the land of Israel: for they are dead which
sought the young child's life.

BRI SEFNaFrAtE8RETUel s BREE N E&ZFETNABSREET -

21And he arose, and took the young child and his mother, and came into the land of Israel.
WEMER BN ZFANMESRFTELUES I HE

22yt when he heard that Archelaus did reign in Judaea in the room of his father Herod, he was afraid to go
thither: notwithstanding, being warned of God in a dream, he turned aside into the parts of Galilee:

NEABESDEZEZEMRBERMEIRXLT  mHEEEE  YEZTDPHEER - EEMFF
iﬁW£7 .

2And he came and dwelt in a city called Nazareth: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophets,
He shall be called a Nazarene.

By —Ey - 2UEHE  MEENRE  ZSEEERRTCHUFADR MRIESEHIANE 7 -

THE ROOT MEANING OF THE HEBREW NAME "NAZARETH" MEANS "BRANCH"

Jeremiah 23:5-6 Jeremiah 33:15-16 Zechariah 3:8 Zechariah 6:12

Behold, the days come, | ¥°In those days, and at 8Hear now, O Joshua the | 2And speak unto him,
saith the LORD, that | will | that time, will | cause the | high priest, thou, and thy | saying, Thus speaketh the
raise unto David a Branch of righteousness | fellows that sit before LORD of hosts, saying,
righteous Branch, and a | to grow up unto David; thee: for they are men Behold the man whose
King shall reign and and he shall execute wondered at: for, behold, | name is The BRANCH;
prosper, and shall judgment and | will bring forth my and he shall grow up out
execute judgment and righteousness in the land. | servant the BRANCH. of his place, and he shall
justice in the earth. SHHEY - IBEE . R|AZRILYEDM .- /R A | buildthe temple of the

MAOER  BFRE - Q@ AGABNE SR | L& MEH B4 e | LORD:
REGABRE @R @5 thaEh twG | B - WS EEkw . | Do BEZHME

BHEE HUFE | AwmAE - BAHEREA K G | DLT O EH R
B O OTEBBAEE . TH TR - AERXEEEN  MEXE
FHMAAFENAE. KERER WERZS

BAMENE -
18|n those days shall

Judah be saved, and
Jerusalem shall dwell
safely: and this is the
name wherewith she
shall be called, The LORD

8In his days Judah shall be
saved, and Israel shall
dwell safely: and this is
his name whereby he
shall be called,

20




THE LORD OUR
RIGHTEOUSNESS.

T BT - M AN
Mo LLE AR
f - A & 278 B BB A
E-RMME -

our righteousness.
EMHFBH KNGS -
HE#RSLEZARAEE
B 2 0 M S BB AN = —
EMWE -
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Friday: Jeremiah 33:7-26

7And | will cause the captivity of Judah and the captivity of Israel to return, and will build them, as at the first.
FOUEEBEAKBOMUECIIEENENLD  TEutmMMEY —% -

8And | will cleanse them from all their iniquity, whereby they have sinned against me; and | will pardon all their
iniquities, whereby they have sinned, and whereby they have transgressed against me.

HERFHMO-—UIE SEZORMALNE, XEMNR2MOMAN—UF METLH EBERW
£ -

9And it shall be to me a name of joy, a praise and an honour before all the nations of the earth, which shall
hear all the good that | do unto them: and they shall fear and tremble for all the goodness and for all the
prosperity that | procure unto it.

EHREaHM LEEHABINERSEE  SRE ZR/RIEJLZHY  FEEARRBEHMEE WA
BRELE FMEMNBREYZ  mMERER -

10Thus saith the LORD; Again there shall be heard in this place, which ye say shall be desolate without man and
without beast, even in the cities of Judah, and in the streets of Jerusalem, that are desolate, without man, and
without inhabitant, and without beast,

HMEQISR  RMeEty  RETBEEAERAEEZHN BEERRRERAESRUEENEX
mEeEMBERSOH L -

11The voice of joy, and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom, and the voice of the bride, the voice
of them that shall say, Praise the LORD of hosts: for the LORD is good; for his mercy endureth for ever: and of
them that shall bring the sacrifice of praise into the house of the LORD. For | will cause to return the captivity
of the land, as at the first, saith the LORD.

DWERERABMENRLNEST WHEAFTENEST  UTERBEASR  EEMHEE 2=
HMEXARBE , MPHEBEZBXERSRT  XBFRIRITNERP 2 ANEST , ARR ML EE H
WEHOAERER  MEY K EB2HMERD -

0

12Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Again in this place, which is desolate without man and without beast, and in all
the cities thereof, shall be an habitation of shepherds causing their flocks to lie down.

BEZEHBNENLESDR E#ERBEEARE®E 2N TEPIPHFEOHE  LBEERANEE ;
fi P9 22 2 == &% 4 BA £ B & -

B3In the cities of the mountains, in the cities of the vale, and in the cities of the south, and in the land of
Benjamin, and in the places about Jerusalem, and in the cities of Judah, shall the flocks pass again under the
hands of him that telleth them, saith the LORD.

EL#HMNHE BROHME BittmwHe EEEG HBEHLSNENSE NBANHE L
BAFHREMMOAFTIER SEZ2HBMNERG -

14Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that | will perform that good thing which | have promised unto the
house of Israel and to the house of Judah.

HMAMESR  BF&FF  HEHAURIXMBERRNOBRS L RAM -
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B5n those days, and at that time, will | cause the Branch of righteousness to grow up unto David; and he shall
execute judgment and righteousness in the land.

EMWHFT  HRE HLOEABFL2ENEBSRER  oEM EETAFNLE -

18|n those days shall Judah be saved, and Jerusalem shall dwell safely: and this is the name wherewith she shall
be called, The LORD our righteousness.

EMEHFRALTR  BERALZAEE N2 LEASBNE-HMNE -

17For thus saith the LORD; David shall never want a man to sit upon the throne of the house of Israel;
AAEMMEDLR . KELKAEBALENLEBNRWE E |

18Neither shall the priests the Levites want a man before me to offer burnt offerings, and to kindle meat
offerings, and to do sacrifice continually.

R MAMARAEFEACABGARER EBERXRE FEPREAENS -

19And the word of the LORD came unto Jeremiah, saying,
HO AN 2= RO 55 B8 2 D &) 3K &7 -

20Thus saith the LORD; If ye can break my covenant of the day, and my covenant of the night, and that there
should not be day and night in their season;

HMMEQISR  RMEEBERAUTUBEERROLY  EERBERRAEEHE -

21Then may also my covenant be broken with David my servant, that he should not have a son to reign upon
his throne; and with the Levites the priests, my ministers.

MEBZEREAREAARBAUNY  HHRERFEMNEELEAT  UEBEHREASTFTFRN
R - MWARAFFIZL -

22As the host of heaven cannot be numbered, neither the sand of the sea measured: so will | multiply the seed
of David my servant, and the Levites that minister unto me.

AREWBRAREE  BENEDCAEINE  FURBREEREAAXABHNEFNSETROANK
NE -

BMoreover the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah, saying,
B A0 2 A9 58 B 2 BB A K 58 -

24Considerest thou not what this people have spoken, saying, The two families which the LORD hath chosen,
he hath even cast them off? thus they have despised my people, that they should be no more a nation before
them.

MREMEEEUNRBE MR  BNEMREN _K #HEEE2BT MMPAEERARD
B URABHE -

25Thus saith the LORD; If my covenant be not with day and night, and if | have not appointed the ordinances of
heaven and earth;

HMEQOILES  E2ERUBHRROYAEFE E2HRELHEXRMOESL -
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26Then will | cast away the seed of Jacob and David my servant, so that | will not take any of his seed to be

rulers over the seed of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob: for | will cause their captivity to return, and have mercy on
them.

AN BRBRESHNETNREAATNES AEXRENETERRLFE MR HEHNES
B &R et MEEe ANERL - o5 Edme -
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Saturday: Zechariah 3

1And he shewed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the LORD, and Satan standing at his
right hand to resist him.

AE(RXZEM) XEFEARE  ARIWNWEDWHEBNENEERD , HENKEENSZST TN A
2 B FY -

2And the LORD said unto Satan, The LORD rebuke thee, O Satan; even the LORD that hath chosen Jerusalem
rebuke thee: is not this a brand plucked out of the fire?

HBMEQHMER : HEM  HNESHENR | MEREMBEHMANEBMNESESHRERNR ! EAZREKP
M RE —ARRE ?

3Now Joshua was clothed with filthy garments, and stood before the angel.
NERDFESHOXKRIWLEEEEA

4And he answered and spake unto those that stood before him, saying, Take away the filthy garments from
him. And unto him he said, Behold, | have caused thine iniquity to pass from thee, and | will clothe thee with
change of raiment.

EEMWHREBAMNSR : RMPBEREMSHMONRKR , XHOEDHR RERRKRMEFEEZ - ZHIK
FLEEEZOKRER -

>And | said, Let them set a fair mitre upon his head. So they set a fair mitre upon his head, and clothed him
with garments. And the angel of the LORD stood by.

i BERBRFNBEREAAEMBL MARERFNTEHREMEBEL LM F EEZHRR -
MMEMNEZEES BN -

5And the angel of the LORD protested unto Joshua, saying,
HMENFEESEROE 2R

"Thus saith the LORD of hosts; If thou wilt walk in my ways, and if thou wilt keep my charge, then thou shalt
also judge my house, and shalt also keep my courts, and | will give thee places to walk among these that stand
by.

BEEZHMELULSR  MEBTERNE EIFTEWHDST KR IJUERRENR  FEIFTHENERF ;
FtrEERTEELEM TN APBRE -

8Hear now, O Joshua the high priest, thou, and thy fellows that sit before thee: for they are men wondered at:
for, behold, | will bring forth my servant the BRANCH.

ARTGHWEDRWN  RMLERBANBHBER MMAZFEFREN  RLEREAXRENES
®h -

9For behold the stone that | have laid before Joshua; upon one stone shall be seven eyes: behold, | will
engrave the graving thereof, saith the LORD of hosts, and | will remove the iniquity of that land in one day.

B HRENSTDEAMMUNAE - ROBLALR BEZEBNESR  HREREMRLE
AR UTEE-—HZBRESHMAOFEE -
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101n that day, saith the LORD of hosts, shall ye call every man his neighbour under the vine and under the fig
tree.
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Sunday: Zechariah 6

1And | turned, and lifted up mine eyes, and looked, and, behold, there came four chariots out from between
two mountains; and the mountains were mountains of brass.
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2|n the first chariot were red horses; and in the second chariot black horses;
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3And in the third chariot white horses; and in the fourth chariot grisled and bay horses.
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4Then | answered and said unto the angel that talked with me, What are these, my lord?
ERBERRENXRESR T E2EESR?

>And the angel answered and said unto me, These are the four spirits of the heavens, which go forth from
standing before the LORD of all the earth.
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5The black horses which are therein go forth into the north country; and the white go forth after them; and
the grisled go forth toward the south country.
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’And the bay went forth, and sought to go that they might walk to and fro through the earth: and he said, Get
you hence, walk to and fro through the earth. So they walked to and fro through the earth.
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8Then cried he upon me, and spake unto me, saying, Behold, these that go toward the north country have
quieted my spirit in the north country.
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9And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,
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10Take of them of the captivity, even of Heldai, of Tobijah, and of Jedaiah, which are come from Babylon, and
come thou the same day, and go into the house of Josiah the son of Zephaniah;
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1Then take silver and gold, and make crowns, and set them upon the head of Joshua the son of Josedech, the
high priest;
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12And speak unto him, saying, Thus speaketh the LORD of hosts, saying, Behold the man whose name is The
BRANCH; and he shall grow up out of his place, and he shall build the temple of the LORD:
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13Even he shall build the temple of the LORD; and he shall bear the glory, and shall sit and rule upon his throne;
and he shall be a priest upon his throne: and the counsel of peace shall be between them both.
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14And the crowns shall be to Helem, and to Tobijah, and to Jedaiah, and to Hen the son of Zephaniah, for a
memorial in the temple of the LORD.
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15And they that are far off shall come and build in the temple of the LORD, and ye shall know that the LORD of
hosts hath sent me unto you. And this shall come to pass, if ye will diligently obey the voice of the LORD your
God.
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