— Lesson 12 —

CHRIST IN THE PSALMS (1)
DAILY READINGS:

Monday: Psalm 2
Tuesday: Acts 4:21-33
Wednesday: Luke 22:1-6, 47-54, 63-71
Thursday: Luke 23:1-12
Friday: Acts 13:26-41
Saturday: Hebrews 1
Sunday: Hebrews 5
Psalm 2:6
Yet have | set my king upon my holy hill of Zion.
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INTRODUCTION:

When Jesus appeared to the disciples on the evening of the first Easter, they were terrified and
thought He was a spirit. He showed them His hands and feet and ate before them to reassure them. Then He
reminded them, "These are the words which | spoke unto you, while | was yet with you, that all things must be
fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the Psalms, concerning me"
(Luke 24:44). Then Jesus taught them from the Old Testament Scriptures how it was necessary for "Christ to
suffer and to rise from the dead the third day" (Luke 24:45,46).

Luke And he said unto them, These are the words which | spake unto you, while | was yet with you,
24:44 that all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets,
and in the psalms, concerning me.
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Luke *Then opened he their understanding, that they might understand the scriptures,
24:45,46 O pR BB P e B0 R OB R P e T

% And said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behooved Christ to suffer, and to rise
from the dead the third day: (behoove: to be necessary or proper for)
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On Pentecost, when Peter and the other disciples began to preach repentance and remission of sins at
Jerusalem, according to the Lord's instruction (see Luke 24:47), the results of the Lord's "Bible class" in the
upper room were manifested. The Spirit—filled preachers spoke to the multitude about Jesus from the
prophets (see Acts 2:16) and from the Psalms (see Acts 2:25). Repentance and remission of sins was preached
just as Jesus told the disciples in that Easter evening "Bible class" (see Luke 24:47 and Acts 2:38).

Luke 24:47 Acts 2:38

And that repentance and remission of sins should be | Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized
preached in his name among all nations, beginning at | every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the

Jerusalem. remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the
Iror oA’ F B ooz & ¢ ~ A B SE ’ Holy Ghost.
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Acts But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel;
2:16 L BT - T
Acts For David speaketh concerning him, | foresaw the Lord always before my face, for he is on my
2:25 right hand, that | should not be moved:
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The psalms are a treasure chest of nuggets concerning Christ. The New Testament quotes from the
Psalms at least 75 times. Many of the quotations are specifically applied to Christ. These applications make
rewarding study.

LESSON NOTES:

Against His Christ: After Peter and John healed the lame man at the gate Beautiful, they were taken
into custody by the rulers of the Jews. Finding no way to punish them, they threatened them and forbade
them to speak or teach in the name of Jesus (Acts 4:17,18). Being released, they reported to the other
believers the threats of the priests and elders. Together they lifted their voices to God in prayer. In that
prayer they quoted a portion from Psalm 2 (see Acts 4:25,26). They also interpreted it for us so that we know
certainly that the Psalmist spoke of Christ: "For of a truth against thy holy child Jesus, whom thou hast
anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people of Israel, were gathered together"
(Acts 4:27).

Acts But that it spread no further among the people, let us straitly threaten them, that they
4:17,18 speak henceforth to no man in this name.
B E A B ANE AP BER o R B F LN
LE &

¥and they called them, and commanded them not to speak at all nor teach in the name of

Jesus.
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Acts BWho by the mouth of thy servant David hast said, Why did the heathen rage, and the
4:25,26 people imagine vain things?
i::ég;grggg%»gii;ffiA—;hirea‘ggaﬁ{rﬁﬂr - VR S - B S

LI N R RN

%5The kings of the earth stood up, and the rulers were gathered together against the Lord,
and against his Christ.
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Acts For of a truth against thy holy child Jesus, whom thou hast anointed, both Herod, and Pontius
4:27 Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people of Israel, were gathered together,
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When Judas betrayed Jesus, the rulers of the Jews quickly took Him and tried Him in the dead of the
night. Here He was accused of blasphemy: claiming to be the Son of God. Since the Jews could not sentence
anyone to death, they conspired to accuse Jesus before Pilate, the Roman governor, who alone had power to
invoke the death penalty. Before Pilate, the charges against Jesus were altogether different. Here he was
accused of sedition and of fomenting revolution. Pilate discerned that the Jews’ real motive was envy (see
Matt. 27:18), but tried to evade the issue by sending Jesus to Herod. This Herod was tetrarch of Galilee and
happened to be in Jerusalem at the time. The soldiers of Herod mocked Jesus. He was shamefully abused and
returned to Pilate when He refused to answer Herod one word. Caught in a political trap, Pilate still tried to
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evade a decisive action by washing his hands of the matter, but giving permission to crucify Jesus. So the
heathen (soldiers), the people (rabble Jews), the kings (Pilate and Herod), and the rulers (the High Priest and
Sanhedrin), though at odds amongst themselves, agreed "against the Lord, and against his Christ” (Ps. 2:2).
Luke adds the ironic note that Pilate and Herod were made friends that day, "for before they were at enmity
between themselves" (Luke 23:12).

Matthew For he knew that for envy they had delivered him.
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Psalm The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the LORD,
2:2 and against his anointed, saying,
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Luke And the same day Pilate and Herod were made friends together: for before they were at
23:12 enmity between themselves.
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Yet all this "wrath of man" was turned to the praise of God (see Ps. 76:10). All these evil conspirators
did "whatsoever—thy hand and thy counsel determined before to be done” (Acts 4:28).

Psalm Surely the wrath of man shall praise thee: the remainder of wrath shalt thou restrain.
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Acts For to do whatsoever thy hand and thy counsel determined before to be done.

4:28 F g 2 fein fog T L § o ¥

The Promise Fulfilled: The Jews’ interpretation of the promise to the fathers was a restoration of
political power for the nation of Israel. Paul declared by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit that the "promise to
the father's" was "fulfilled in that he hath raised up Jesus again" (Acts 13:32,33). In proof of this statement,
Paul quotes the second Psalm: "Thou art my Son, this day have | begotten thee" (vs. 33). So we know that the
Psalmist here prophesied of the Resurrection and that the promises to the fathers had reference to a
Resurrection Kingdom and not an earthly political regime.

Acts 2And we declare unto you glad tidings, how that the promise which was made unto the
13:32,33 fathers,

R - N~ | L ,T.%{?’Kf,@;;‘#;ig Z h

3God hath fulfilled the same unto us their children, in that he hath raised up Jesus again; as it
is also written in the second psalm, Thou art my Son, this day have | begotten thee.
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My Son: The same passage from the second Psalm is quoted in two other places in the New Testament.
The author of the Epistle to the Hebrews begins his letter by declaring that God has spoken to us in the last
days by His Son (Jesus). The first part of the letter to the Hebrews goes to great Length to show that Jesus is
better than angels, better than Moses, better than the priesthood of Aaron with all the earthly tabernacle and
its furnishings and sacrifices. It is in support of his statement that Jesus is "much better than the angels" that
the author asks the pertinent question. "Unto which of the angels said he at any time, Thou art my Son, this
day have | begotten thee?" (Heb. 1:5). Here the emphasis is all the word "Son." The "Son" of God is superior
to the angels of God who are His servants.



Hebrews
1:5

For unto which of the angels said he at any time, Thou art my Son, this day have | begotten
thee? And again, | will be to him a Father, and he shall be to me a Son?
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Later in the same letter, the author shows that Christ became the eternal High Priest for man by the
purpose and ordination of God Himself. Even the priests of the Aaronic line had not chosen the priesthood
themselves but were set apart by the appointment of God. Even so the great eternal High Priest of a new and
everlasting order was set apart by God who said unto Him, "Thou art my Son, this day have | begotten thee"

(Heb. 5:5). Here the emphasis is on the words "my" and

Illll

, showing that it was the sovereign act of God to

make Jesus our eternal High Priest.

Hebrews
5:5

So also Christ glorified not himself to be made an high priest; but he that said unto him, Thou
art my Son, to day have | begotten thee.
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THE LESSONS:
The events surrounding the betrayal and trial and crucifixion of our Lord were horrible crimes. He
suffered, though He was blameless. The envy of the Jews, the cruelty of the Roman soldiers, the weakness of

Pilate, and the curiosity of Herod all combined to bring about the catastrophe of the Lord's suffering and death.

But "he that sitteth in the heavens” (Psalm 2:4) overruled all and caused the wrath of man to praise Him. We

ought to be able in some measure, at least, to see that the accidents and calamities that befall us will "work

together for good"(Romans 8:28) if we will keep our eyes on the Lord.

Psalm He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the LORD shall have them in derision.
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Romans And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are
8:28 the called according to his purpose.
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Since God has glorified Christ to be our Eternal High Priest, we ought to learn to use His priestly
ministrations all our behalf to the full. The forgiveness of our sins, the answers to our prayers, the blessings
and guidance of God are all a part of that function of our Lord. "Let us draw near with a true heart in full
assurance of faith" (Heb. 10:22).

Hebrews
10:22

Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from
an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water.
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Monday: Psalm 2

'Why do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain thing?
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’The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the LORD, and against his
anointed, saying,
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3Let us break their bands asunder, and cast away their cords from us.
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“He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the LORD shall have them in derision.
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>Then shall he speak unto them in his wrath, and vex them in his sore displeasure.
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SYet have | set my king upon my holy hill of Zion.
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7| will declare the decree: the LORD hath said unto me, Thou art my Son; this day have | begotten thee.
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8ask of me, and | shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy
possession.
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*Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel.
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%8¢ wise now therefore, O ye kings: be instructed, ye judges of the earth.
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Yserve the LORD with fear, and rejoice with trembling.
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2kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and ye perish from the way, when his wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed are
all they that put their trust in him.
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Tuesday: Acts 4:21-33

2150 when they had further threatened them, they let them go, finding nothing how they might punish them,
because of the people: for all men glorified God for that which was done.
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22Eor the man was above forty years old, on whom this miracle of healing was shewed.
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BAnd being let go, they went to their own company, and reported all that the chief priests and elders had said
unto them.
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2And when they heard that, they lifted up their voice to God with one accord, and said, “Lord, thou art God,

which hast made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and all that in them is:
AR O R A e A Wm0 AR R L X e B e P g H o

B\Who by the mouth of thy servant David hast said, Why did the heathen rage, and the people imagine vain
things?
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%The kings of the earth stood up, and the rulers were gathered together against the Lord, and against his
Christ.
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YEor of a truth against thy holy child Jesus, whom thou hast anointed, both Herod, and Pontius Pilate, with

the Gentiles, and the people of Israel, were gathered together,
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2Eor to do whatsoever thy hand and thy counsel determined before to be done.
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®And now, Lord, behold their threatenings: and grant unto thy servants, that with all boldness they may
speak thy word,
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30By stretching forth thine hand to heal; and that signs and wonders may be done by the name of thy holy
child Jesus.”

3 And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where they were assembled together; and they were all

filled with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with boldness.
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2And the multitude of them that believed were of one heart and of one soul: neither said any of them that

ought of the things which he possessed was his own; but they had all things common.
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3And with great power gave the apostles witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus: and great grace was
upon them all.
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Wednesday: Luke 22:1-6, 47-54, 63-71

'Now the feast of unleavened bread drew nigh, which is called the Passover.
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2And the chief priests and scribes sought how they might kill him; for they feared the people.
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3Then entered Satan into Judas surnamed Iscariot, being of the number of the twelve.
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“And he went his way, and communed (communicate; converse) with the chief priests and captains, how he might

betray him unto them.
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>And they were glad, and covenanted to give him money.
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®And he promised, and sought opportunity to betray him unto them in the absence of the multitude.
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Y And while he yet spake, behold a multitude, and he that was called Judas, one of the twelve, went before
them, and drew near unto Jesus to kiss him.
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8But Jesus said unto him, Judas, betrayest thou the Son of man with a kiss?
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PWhen they which were about him saw what would follow, they said unto him, Lord, shall we smite with the

sword?
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*°And one of them smote the servant of the high priest, and cut off his right ear.
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*And Jesus answered and said, Suffer ye thus far. And he touched his ear, and healed him.
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*2Then Jesus said unto the chief priests, and captains of the temple, and the elders, which were come to him,
Be ye come out, as against a thief, with swords and staves?
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>3When | was daily with you in the temple, ye stretched forth no hands against me: but this is your hour, and

the power of darkness.
A X X B RO AR R 2T L £ N o B e § R s 2o E T

**Then took they him, and led him, and brought him into the high priest's house. And Peter followed afar off.
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8And the men that held Jesus mocked him, and smote him.
FOF OBk h A F B 4T #

% And when they had blindfolded him, they struck him on the face, and asked him, saying, Prophesy, who is it
that smote thee?
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®And many other things blasphemously spake they against him.
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% And as soon as it was day, the elders of the people and the chief priests and the scribes came together, and
led him into their council, saying,
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7 Art thou the Christ? tell us. And he said unto them, If I tell you, ye will not believe:
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%And if | also ask you, ye will not answer me, nor let me go.
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%Hereafter shall the Son of man sit on the right hand of the power of God.
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""Then said they all, Art thou then the Son of God? And he said unto them, Ye say that | am.
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"IAnd they said, What need we any further witness? for we ourselves have heard of his own mouth.

WO E T R o% Y LR 2 BT SFEmoih o AP ARG RK LT e



Thursday: Luke 23:1-12

And the whole multitude of them arose, and led him unto Pilate.
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2And they began to accuse him, saying, We found this fellow perverting the nation, and forbidding to give
tribute to Caesar, saying that he himself is Christ a King.
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3And Pilate asked him, saying, Art thou the King of the Jews? And he answered him and said, Thou sayest it.
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*Then said Pilate to the chief priests and to the people, | find no fault in this man.
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>And they were the more fierce, saying, He stirreth up the people, teaching throughout all Jewry, beginning
from Galilee to this place.
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®When Pilate heard of Galilee, he asked whether the man were a Galilaean.
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’And as soon as he knew that he belonged unto Herod's jurisdiction, he sent him to Herod, who himself also
was at Jerusalem at that time.
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8And when Herod saw Jesus, he was exceeding glad: for he was desirous to see him of a long season, because
he had heard many things of him; and he hoped to have seen some miracle done by him.
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Then he questioned with him in many words; but he answered him nothing.
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And the chief priests and scribes stood and vehemently accused him.
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“And Herod with his men of war set him at nought (nothing), and mocked him, and arrayed him in a gorgeous
robe, and sent him again to Pilate.
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2And the same day Pilate and Herod were made friends together: for before they were at enmity between
themselves.
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Friday: Acts 13:26-41

%6\en and brethren, children of the stock of Abraham, and whosoever among you feareth God, to you is the

word of this salvation sent.
S s L Ml F o e PP B R AH h A VR R i B @S AP g o

YEor they that dwell at Jerusalem, and their rulers, because they knew him not, nor yet the voices of the
prophets which are read every sabbath day, they have fulfilled them in condemning him.
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2And though they found no cause of death in him, yet desired they Pilate that he should be slain.
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And when they had fulfilled all that was written of him, they took him down from the tree, and laid him in a

sepulchre.
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30t God raised him from the dead:
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3And he was seen many days of them which came up with him from Galilee to Jerusalem, who are his

witnesses unto the people.
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2And we declare unto you glad tidings, how that the promise which was made unto the fathers,
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3God hath fulfilled the same unto us their children, in that he hath raised up Jesus again; as it is also written in
the second psalm, Thou art my Son, this day have | begotten thee.
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¥And as concerning that he raised him up from the dead, now no more to return to corruption, he said on this

wise, | will give you the sure mercies of David (isaiah 55:3).
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3Wherefore he saith also in another psalm, Thou shalt not suffer thine Holy One to see corruption. (psaim 16:10)
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38For David, after he had served his own generation by the will of God, fell on sleep, and was laid unto his
fathers, and saw corruption:
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¥Ryt he, whom God raised again, saw no corruption.
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e it known unto you therefore, men and brethren, that through this man is preached unto you the

forgiveness of sins:
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3And by him all that believe are justified from all things, from which ye could not be justified by the law of

Moses.
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Beware therefore, lest that come upon you, which is spoken of in the prophets;
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“Behold, ye despisers, and wonder, and perish: for | work a work in your days, a work which ye shall in no
wise belleve though a man declare it unto you. (Habakkuk 1:5)
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Acts 13:33

Psalm 2:7

God hath fulfilled the same unto us their children, in
that he hath raised up Jesus again; as it is also written

| will declare the decree: the LORD hath said unto me,
Thou art my Son; this day have | begotten thee.

in the second psalm, Thou art my Son, this day have | | % ? Fowmor AR B F g oo e F Y oH A
begotten thee. G SRR C AR S A
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Acts 13:34 Isaiah 55:3

And as concerning that he raised him up from the
dead, now no more to return to corruption, he said
on this wise, | will give you the sure mercies of David.

Incline your ear, and come unto me: hear, and your
soul shall live; and | will make an everlasting covenant
with you, even the sure mercies of David.
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Acts 13:35 Psalm 16:10

Wherefore he saith also in another psalm, Thou shalt
not suffer thine Holy One to see corruption.
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For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; neither wilt
thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption.
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Acts 13:41 Habakkuk 1:5

Behold, ye despisers, and wonder, and perish: for |
work a work in your days, a work which ye shall in no
W|se believe, though a man declare it unto you.
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Behold ye among the heathen, and regard, and
wonder marvelously: for | will work a work in your
days which ye will not believe, though it be told you.
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Saturday: Hebrews 1

'God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets,
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Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also

he made the worlds;
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3Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all things by the
word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high:
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“Being made so much better than the angels, as he hath by inheritance obtained a more excellent name than
they.
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>For unto which of the angels said he at any time, Thou art my Son, this day have | begotten thee? And again, |
will be to him a Father, and he shall be to me a Son?
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®And again, when he bringeth in the firstbegotten into the world, he saith, And let all the angels of God
worship him.
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’And of the angels he saith, Who maketh his angels spirits, and his ministers a flame of fire.
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8But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: a sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of
thy kingdom.
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*Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity; therefore God, even thy God, hath anointed thee with the

oil of gladness above thy fellows.
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10And, Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid the foundation of the earth; and the heavens are the works of

thine hands:
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11They shall perish; but thou remainest; and they all shall wax old as doth a garment;
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2And as a vesture shalt thou fold them up, and they shall be changed: but thou art the same, and thy years

shall not fail.
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13But to which of the angels said he at any time, Sit on my right hand, until | make thine enemies thy footstool?
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“Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation?
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Sunday: Hebrews 5

For every high priest taken from among men is ordained for men in things pertaining to God, that he may
offer both gifts and sacrifices for sins:
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2Who can have compassion on the ignorant, and on them that are out of the way; for that he himself also is

compassed with infirmity.
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*And by reason hereof he ought, as for the people, so also for himself, to offer for sins.
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*And no man taketh this honour unto himself, but he that is called of God, as was Aaron.
IR S I R R I I R S

>So also Christ glorified not himself to be made an high priest; but he that said unto him, Thou art my Son, to
day have | begotten thee. (Psaim 2:7)
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Psalm | will declare the decree: the LORD hath said unto me, Thou art my Son; this day have |
2:7 begotten thee.
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®As he saith also in another place, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec. (Psalm 110:4)
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Psalm The LORD hath sworn, and will not repent, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of
110:4 Melchizedek.
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"Who in the days of his flesh, when he had offered up prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears
unto him that was able to save him from death, and was heard in that he feared;
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#Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he suffered;
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And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him;
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called of God an high priest after the order of Melchisedec.

)

FOEARF AR DE R G ED

1of whom we have many things to say, and hard to be uttered, seeing ye are dull of hearing.
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2E6r when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the first
principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat.
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Bror every one that useth milk is unskilful in the word of righteousness: for he is a babe.

TR R W o g RO s & g o B 5ok AR a2

But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses
exercised to discern both good and evil.
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