— Lesson 3 —

THE ONLY SON
DAILY READINGS:
Monday: Genesis 22:1-19
Tuesday: Hebrews 11:8-19
Wednesday: 1John 4:9-21
Thursday: Romans 5:1-11
Friday: Romans 8:22-39
Saturday: Mark 12:1-12
Sunday: John 19:1-18

Hebrews 11:17
By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Isaac;
and he that had received the promises offered up his only begotten son.
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INTRODUCTION:

There is a Common misconception that the God of the Old Testament has a different personality from
that of the God found in the New Testament. The Old Testament God is portrayed as a wrathful and vengeful
God angered with man because of the Fall and setting impossible requirements of obedience upon man.
According to this misconception, the New Testament God is easygoing, forgiving, benevolent, and kind,
overlooking misdeeds, and not expecting too much from fallen man. These misconceptions even carry over
and influence people's opinions of the era of Law and the era of Grace. Nothing, however, could be further
from the truth. God's character has always been that of love, and all His activities have been an expression of
His love.

LESSON NOTES:

The Only Son: The supreme expression of the Father's love was in giving His only begotten Son to die
for the sins of man. What this cost the Father and what it meant for the Son is impossible for us to completely
understand. God did put this in human terms for us, however, when He tested Abraham’s love and required
of him the sacrifice of Isaac.

The historical detail which provides the background for the event in Genesis 22 is important to the
story but will not be covered here. Teachers and students will want to review this for themselves to gain a
deeper appreciation of what it meant in terms of obedience when God asked Abraham to offer his only son
Isaac as a burnt offering. Suffice it to say that in Isaac rested all the hopes that Abraham had for the
fulfillment of God's promises to him, which promises caused Abraham to live as a stranger and pilgrim on this
earth. Abraham's test involved more than the normal human experience of a father's love for his only son —a
love which burned deeply and strong in Abraham. His test involved the oath that God had made with
Abraham promising that in Isaac all the nations of the world would be blessed. Without Isaac alive, such a
promise was obviously empty.

Obedience: Though Abraham loved Isaac greatly, he placed love and obedience for God above his love
for his son. Not only that, his faith in God’s promise was so great that Abraham was convinced God would
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raise Isaac from the dead in order to fulfill His promise (see Heb. 11:19). With this conviction, Abraham rose
"early in the morning," took Isaac and the wood for the burnt offering, and set out in search for
the mount God had showed him.

Hebrews Accounting that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead; from whence also he
11:19 received him in a figure.
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After three days of journeying, Abraham saw the place. Leaving his servants with the asses and
promising that they would return (Gen. 22:5), Abraham took Isaac and ascended the mount. Very little is told
us of Isaac's awareness of and feelings towards the event which was about to take place. We do know he
willingly and obediently went with his father. He also carried the wood on which he was to be offered as a
burnt offering (Gen. 22:6). Isaac did express some surprise that there was no lamb present, indicating that up
to this time Abraham had not told Isaac fully what God had instructed him to do.

Genesis And Abraham said unto his young men, Abide ye here with the ass; and | and the lad will go
22:5 yonder and worship, and come again to you.
T o F e s A Wm0 fos i A F 3 e d T
oo ogeow 3] P i AR
Genesis And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering, and laid it upon Isaac his son; and he took
22:6 the fire in his hand, and a knife; and they went both of them together.
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Much must have been spoken between father and son between the time that Abraham said, "God will
provide Himself a lamb" (v. 8), and when Abraham stretched forth his hand to slay his son (v. 10). During this
time, Isaac was made fully aware that he was the intended sacrifice. Naturally speaking, Isaac, who very
possibly was a young man of twenty—five when this took place, could easily have physically resisted an old
man of 125. Obviously, he submitted willingly to the giving of his own life, showing his own obedience and
faith. Only at the last possible moment, after Isaac had been bound and laid on the altar with Abraham about
to plunge the knife into his only son, did God prevent Abraham from slaying Isaac.

Genesis And Abraham said, My son, God will provide himself a lamb for a burnt offering: so they went
22:8 both of them together.
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Genesis And Abraham stretched forth his hand, and took the knife to slay his son.
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THE LESSONS:

While this illustration provides much rich teaching on Christ, the sacrifice for sin, the major point to be
made from this lesson is the love, willingness, and sacrifice of the Father in giving His only begotten Son and
the willingness of the Son to be sacrificed. These points are made wonderfully real in the story of Abraham
and Isaac. There will be other lessons on Jesus as the sacrifice for sin. The reason the crucifixion story is taken
from John 19 is because it alone of all the Gospels says, "And He bearing His cross (wood) went forth" just as
Isaac bore "the wood of the burnt offering" (cf John 19:17 and Gen. 22:6).




Genesis 22:6 John 19:17

And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering, And he bearing his cross went forth into a place called
and laid it upon Isaac his son; and he took the fire in the place of a skull, which is called in the Hebrew

his hand, and a knife; and they went both of them Golgotha:
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Our minds cannot comprehend the relationship between the Father and the Son and the love of the
Father for His only Son. It is safe to say, however, that the love of Abraham for Isaac is only a very small
representation of the love of God for His Son, Jesus. We do know that despite this great love, the Father loved
sinful man enough to send His only begotten Son Into the world that we might live through Him (1 John 4:9).
He willingly made His Son the object of scorn, ridicule, and blasphemy, and poured out His wrath against sin
on His only begotten Son who was made sin for us. It is in this act of sending His Son to be the propitiation (an
atoning sacrifice) for our sins that the love of God is manifested toward us (vv. 9, 10). God's love was so great
for sinful man that He was willing to pay any price for man's redemption, including the sacrifice of HIS only Son
(see Rom. 8:32). And this love motivated Him from the foundation of the world to prepare the world for this

great gift!
1 John In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent his only begotten
4:9 Son into the world, that we might live through him.
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1 John Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the
4:10 propitiation for our sins.
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Romans He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him
8:32 also freely give us all things?
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Of course, the willingness of the Son to be a part of this plan is equally important as the love of the
Father. Jesus was not forced to go to the Cross. It was a willful and conscious choice on His part, a choice that
was made over and over from the foundation of salvation's plan up to the moment when He said, "It is
finished." (John 19:30) He alone knew what it would mean when He bore His Cross to Calvary. Salvation could
not exist for us apart from the Son's willingness to obey the Father. It is this resignation of His own will to the
will of the Father which caused the Father to say He was "well-pleased" with His Son. Crucifixion involves the
submission of our will to the will of the Father.

John
19:30

When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished: and he bowed his head,

and gave up the ghost.
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It is this resignation of His own will to the will of the Father which caused
the Father to say He was "well-pleased" with His Son...

AFTER JESUS WAS BAPTIZED IN THE WATER

Matthew 3:17 Mark 1:11

Luke 3:22

And lo a voice from heaven, saying,
This is my beloved Son, in whom |

am well pleased.

And there came a voice from
heaven, saying, Thou art my
beloved Son, in whom | am well

And the Holy Ghost descended in a
bodily shape like a dove upon him,
and a voice came from heaven,
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./ESUS, GOD’S CHOSEN SERVANT
Matthew 12:15-21 Isaiah 42:1-4

3But when Jesus knew it, he withdrew himself from
thence: and great multitudes followed him, and he
healed them all;
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®And charged them that they should not make him
known:
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YThat it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias
the prophet, saying, (Isaiah 42:1-4)
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®Behold my servant, whom | have chosen; my
beloved, in whom my soul is well pleased: | will put
my spirit upon him, and he shall shew judgment to
the Gentiles.
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¥He shall not strive, nor cry; neither shall any man

hear his voice in the streets.

R A .

S SN B

LR

20 bruised reed shall he not break, and smoking flax

shall he not quench, till he send forth judgment unto

victory.
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Z1And in his name shall the Gentiles trust.
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'Behold my servant, whom | uphold; mine elect, in
whom my soul delighteth; | have put my spirit upon
him: he shall bring forth judgment to the Gentiles.
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He shall not cry, nor lift up, nor cause his voice to be
heard in the street.
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3A bruised reed shall he not break, and the smoking
flax shall he not quench: he shall bring forth judgment
unto truth.
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*He shall not fail nor be discouraged, till he have set
judgment in the earth: and the isles shall wait for his

law.
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THE TRANSFIGURATION

Matthew 17:4-5

Mark 9:5-7

Luke 9:32b-35

2 Peter 1:16-18

(Peter’s testimony later)

“Then answered Peter,
and said unto Jesus, Lord,
it is good for us to be
here: if thou wilt, let us
make here three
tabernacles; one for thee,
and one for Moses, and

one for Elias.
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>While he yet spake,
behold, a bright cloud
overshadowed them: and
behold a voice out of the
cloud, which said, This is
my beloved Son, in whom

| am well pleased; hear
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>And Peter answered and
said to Jesus, Master, it is
good for us to be here:
and let us make three
tabernacles; one for thee,
and one for Moses, and

one for Elias.
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®For he wist not what to
say; for they were sore
afraid.
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’And there was a cloud
that overshadowed them:
and a voice came out of
the cloud, saying, This is
my beloved Son: hear
him.
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32 and when they were
awake, they saw his
glory, and the two men

that stood with him.
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3And it came to pass, as
they departed from him,
Peter said unto Jesus,
Master, it is good for us
to be here: and let us
make three tabernacles;
one for thee, and one for
Moses, and one for Elias:
not knowing what he
said.
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3*While he thus spake,
there came a cloud, and
overshadowed them: and
they feared as they
entered into the cloud.
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3*And there came a voice
out of the cloud, saying,
This is my beloved Son:
hear him.
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®For we have not
followed cunningly
devised fables, when we
made known unto you
the power and coming of
our Lord Jesus Christ, but
were eyewitnesses of his

majesty.
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YEor he received from
God the Father honour
and glory, when there
came such a voice to him
from the excellent glory,
This is my beloved Son, in

whom | am well pleased.
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And this voice which
came from heaven we
heard, when we were
with him in the holy
mount.
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Monday: Genesis 22:1-19

'And it came to pass after these things, that God did tempt Abraham, and said unto him, Abraham: and he

said, Behold, here | am.
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2And he said, Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee into the land of Moriah;
and offer him there for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains which | will tell thee of.

Aowmor R F R 2 F o ok E A 23 s R E o o AR LR AR
SIS R T S I

3And Abraham rose up early in the morning, and saddled his ass, and took two of his young men with him, and
Isaac his son, and clave the wood for the burnt offering, and rose up, and went unto the place of which God
had told him.
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*Then on the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes, and saw the place afar off.
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>And Abraham said unto his young men, Abide ye here with the ass; and | and the lad will go yonder and
worship, and come again to you.
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®And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering, and laid it upon Isaac his son; and he took the fire in his

hand, and a knife; and they went both of them together.
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’And Isaac spake unto Abraham his father, and said, My father: and he said, Here am |, my son. And he said,
Behold the fire and the wood: but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?
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8And Abraham said, My son, God will provide himself a lamb for a burnt offering: so they went both of them
together.

ERECIE LRS- VT N B oL IR E X E e E AR A

And they came to the place which God had told him of; and Abraham built an altar there, and laid the wood

in order, and bound Isaac his son, and laid him on the altar upon the wood.
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And Abraham stretched forth his hand, and took the knife to slay his son.
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“And the angel of the LORD called unto him out of heaven, and said, Abraham, Abraham: and he said, Here

am .
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2And he said, Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou any thing unto him: for now I know that thou
fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son from me.
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3And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold behind him a ram caught in a thicket by his horns:
and Abraham went and took the ram, and offered him up for a burnt offering in the stead of his son.
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And Abraham called the name of that place Jehovahjireh: as it is said to this day, In the mount of the LORD it
shall be seen.
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So Abraham called the name of that place, "The LORD will provide" (Or will see), as it is said to this day, "On the mount of the LORD it
shall be provided” (Or He will be seen) [ESV]

3And the angel of the LORD called unto Abraham out of heaven the second time,
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®And said, By myself have | sworn, saith the LORD, for because thou hast done this thing, and hast not
withheld thy son, thine only son:
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YThat in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying | will multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, and as
the sand which is upon the sea shore; and thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies;
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BAnd in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice.
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950 Abraham returned unto his young men, and they rose up and went together to Beersheba; and Abraham
dwelt at Beersheba.
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And it came to pass after these things, that it was told Abraham, saying, Behold, Milcah, she hath also born
children unto thy brother Nahor;
EE B A AFL MR TR BEE G LW BRI

21Huz his firstborn, and Buz his brother, and Kemuel the father of Aram,
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Zand Chesed, and Hazo, and Pildash, and Jidlaph, and Bethuel.
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Band Bethuel begat Rebekah: these eight Milcah did bear to Nahor, Abraham's brother.
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24aAnd his concubine, whose name was Reumah, she bare also Tebah, and Gaham, and Thahash, and Maachah

LR N IE S ARSI SR SR T SIPNIINEE L2 SN - S 1 - Lo
Terah
fH Fir
Abram Nahor + Milca Haran
EAH e I T
+
Sarai
S
Isaac Huz Buz Kemuel | Chesed Hazo Pildash | Jidlaph Bethuel \Loi\ Milcah Iscah
uﬁﬁ 5 Hr 7 Hr E &R Hi s W E AT %L # EF \;Z}U_U JR 3
Rebekah=——
I
FIE M
\\
Esau Jacob ] Laban Rebekah
| RE& — B | FEmM
® + \\__»
Leah
I
Rachel
$i 5 —
Leah
\\ B
—
\\ Rachel
fi 4
\\»




Tuesday: Hebrews 11:8-19

8By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he should after receive for an inheritance,
obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he went.
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9By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and
Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise:
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For he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God.
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11Through faith also Sara herself received strength to conceive seed, and was delivered of a child when she
was past age, because she judged him faithful who had promised.
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2Therefore sprang there even of one, and him as good as dead, so many as the stars of the sky in multitude,
and as the sand which is by the sea shore innumerable.
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BThese all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off, and were persuaded
of them, and embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth.
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For they that say such things declare plainly that they seek a country.
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And truly, if they had been mindful of that country from whence they came out, they might have had
opportunity to have returned.
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1884t now they desire a better country, that is, an heavenly: wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their
God: for he hath prepared for them a city.
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7By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Isaac: and he that had received the promises offered up his
only begotten son,
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80f whom it was said, That in Isaac shall thy seed be called:

ECREURE R GRS SR S TR VIR SN RANE Gl R NS S S-S i R R S

19Accounting that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead; from whence also he received him in a
figure. # ™ 2 # B o A K R4 E S B oY A Y B B 23 ko
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Wednesday: 1 John 4:9-21

%In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent his only begotten Son into the world,
that we might live through him.
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Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our
sins.
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Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one another.
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12N o man hath seen God at any time. If we love one another, God dwelleth in us, and his love is perfected in us.
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1"’Hereby know we that we dwell in him, and he in us, because he hath given us of his Spirit.
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And we have seen and do testify that the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world.
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BWhosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God dwelleth in him, and he in God.
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®And we have known and believed the love that God hath to us. God is love; and he that dwelleth in love
dwelleth in God, and God in him.
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YHerein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of judgment: because as he is, so are
we in this world.
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BThere is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He that feareth is not
made perfect in love.
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PWe love him, because he first loved us.
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20if 3 man say, | love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth not his brother whom he hath
seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen?
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ZIAnd this commandment have we from him, That he who loveth God love his brother also.
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Thursday: Romans 5:1-11

Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ:
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2By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of

God.
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*And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience;
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“And patience, experience; and experience, hope:
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>And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost
which is given unto us.
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®For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly.
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"For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet peradventure (possibly or perhaps) for a good man some would
even dare to die.

v
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88ut God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
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*Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him.
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cor if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, being
reconciled, we shall be saved by his life.
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“And not only so, but we also joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received the
atonement.
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Friday: Romans 8:22-39

22E6r we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now.
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2And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within
ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit (namely, that is to say), the redemption of our body.
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2Eor we are saved by hope: but hope that is seen is not hope: for what a man seeth, why doth he yet hope for?
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2But if we hope for that we see not, then do we with patience wait for it.
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% ikewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but

the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered.
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2’And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he maketh intercession for

the saints according to the will of God.
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2And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called

according to his purpose.
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2For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might

be the firstborn among many brethren.
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*Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and

whom he justified, them he also glorified.
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3What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us?
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He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us
all things?
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BWho shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth.
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¥Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right
hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us.
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$Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or
nakedness, or peril, or sword?
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¥ As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.
e g b ot ge t A L A g o B Op AR 4 g B de B F o X

37Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us.
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BEor am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present,
nor things to come,
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¥Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in
Christ Jesus our Lord.
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Satu rday: Ma rk 12 . 1'12 (also in Matthew 21:33-46; Luke 20:9-19)

PARABLE OF THE VINEYARD

*And he began to speak unto them by parables. A certain man planted a vineyard, and set an hedge about it,
and digged a place for the winefat (winepress), and built a tower, and let it out to husbandmen, and went into a
far country.
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2And at the season he sent to the husbandmen a servant, that he might receive from the husbandmen of the
fruit of the vineyard.
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3And they caught him, and beat him, and sent him away empty.
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“And again he sent unto them another servant; and at him they cast stones, and wounded him in the head,

and sent him away shamefully handled.
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>And again he sent another; and him they killed, and many others; beating some, and killing some.
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®Having yet therefore one son, his wellbeloved, he sent him also last unto them, saying, “They will reverence

my son.”
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’But those husbandmen said among themselves, “This is the heir; come, let us kill him, and the inheritance
shall be ours.”
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8And they took him, and killed him, and cast him out of the vineyard.
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®What shall therefore the lord of the vineyard do? he will come and destroy the husbandmen, and will give the
vineyard unto others.
T §FF ML AR E AT T B L R e SRR S R E N

And have ye not read this scripture (psaim 118:22-23); “The stone which the builders rejected is become the head

of the corner:
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“This was the Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes?”
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2And they sought to lay hold on him, but feared the people: for they knew that he had spoken the parable
against them: and they left him, and went their way.
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Sunday: John 19:1-18

Then Pilate therefore took Jesus, and scourged him.
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2And the soldiers platted a crown of thorns, and put it on his head, and they put on him a purple robe,
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3And said, Hail, King of the Jews! and they smote him with their hands.
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“pilate therefore went forth again, and saith unto them, Behold, | bring him forth to you, that ye may know
that | find no fault in him.
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>Then came Jesus forth, wearing the crown of thorns, and the purple robe. And Pilate saith unto them, Behold
the man!
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®When the chief priests therefore and officers saw him, they cried out, saying, Crucify him, crucify him. Pilate
saith unto them, Take ye him, and crucify him: for | find no fault in him.
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"The Jews answered him, We have a law, and by our law he ought to die, because he made himself the Son of
God.
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8When Pilate therefore heard that saying, he was the more afraid;
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And went again into the judgment hall, and saith unto Jesus, Whence (from where) art thou? But Jesus gave him
no answer.
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®Then saith Pilate unto him, Speakest thou not unto me? knowest thou not that | have power to crucify thee,
and have power to release thee?
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"jesus answered, Thou couldest have no power at all against me, except it were given thee from above:
therefore he that delivered me unto thee hath the greater sin.
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2And from thenceforth Pilate sought to release him: but the Jews cried out, saying, If thou let this man go,

thou art not Caesar's friend: whosoever maketh himself a king speaketh against Caesar.
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B\When Pilate therefore heard that saying, he brought Jesus forth, and sat down in the judgment seat in a
place that is called the Pavement, but in the Hebrew, Gabbatha.
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And it was the preparation of the passover, and about the sixth hour: and he saith unto the Jews, Behold
your King!
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13But they cried out, Away with him, away with him, crucify him. Pilate saith unto them, Shall I crucify your
King? The chief priests answered, We have no king but Caesar.
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®Then delivered he him therefore unto them to be crucified. And they took Jesus, and led him away.
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And he bearing his cross went forth into a place called the place of a skull, which is called in the Hebrew
Golgotha:
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B\where they crucified him, and two other with him, on either side one, and Jesus in the midst.
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