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BREAD OF LIFE 

SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS 

TEACHINGS FROM THE WORD 

T HIS is the final qua~·terly in the Biblr .~tudy callOll "Teachings F,·om. The. Wo1'Cl." Emphasiziny the doc­
trinal tn,tJ1s found in God's Word this study has covered thP. Btble m one yem· . . 4s ?111tch as po.~-

11iblc this study lw.~ fol/owrd the historical narrative of the Bible. 

With the e:cception of the last lesson in this q~tnrte1·ly all of the rnclosPd les-sons are taken fronL the 
New Testament. The first lesson in the quarterly is entitlrd "The Feast of Dedication." Since the m·igin of 
thi11 feast ill 110L ml'ntioued in the Bible althouyh tltt' fNr.c;t itself iR, the 1Wit•s on the ftr8t lesson c011er muclt 
of the histo1·y of the Clrigin of this event. An o1t/fJ1'0Wlh of what wa-s cnllccl the '' llfaccabectn Re11olt" t/ti.~ 
fectst is celebnttecl to this day c1s the "fest,ival of Ughts" 01· Hannlvkah. 

Threr lesson/! (ll'f I /t en drvoted to tltrrt• group/! of penple lite LO!'d and /lis disciples had a {Jrt'at deal 
to do with. Th ey m·r lltt' Plwri.~ers, Sadducees, mul Pn/Jlicctn.<;. F:ach yrowp prr.~t>nls interesting and beneficial 
ll7..'!.~ons for 11s all. 

Thr 11('.1'( le111Wl1S havt• to do witlt the 1\in{ldom of God. Bcginning l('ith u slu<ly oflhe life anclmin­
iRlry of John lite Baptist, tltil; su.bject is fu1'ther covencl by using three of llt r paral1/es the Lore£ taught 
regarding the Kinydom. 

AltltOII{Jh it i.~ mentioned freqw'1Illy in the prop/trey of lht• Bible (111(/ u;Jtile it is a. maj01· l'vcmt in lite• 
history of the Jewish 1wtion, thr "Desl1·nction of Jenuwlem" is 1·ctrel1J cMwrecl in Sunday school curricu­
lwns. This snbject i.~ /rea ted hae becmNJr of its signifir'ance in I he fulfillment of p1·oph ecy. 

Four lessmm from the llook of Revelation conclude this saif!; of Bi/1/c• xtudirs. 'l'his book is one of 
the most important which God has given to His people for thi-s ngc. The attempt!; of Satan to sun·ound 
this book with confusion an.cl misunderstanding should {live us an indication of !tow strenuously he is seck­
in{} to krep God'.~ JH'O]Jle from knowing lho.~t' t1'1tl/t.~ 1/tr f,ord l11u' pl't' THII'Ni fm· lht•nl. This alone .~/wuld 

make us redouble our eD'orls to know this book. 

Many [anci/11l idNM have spmng from. Revela.fion. Carc/1tlness twd much pnqfC1' are absolnte pre­
req~dsites f m· knowino t hi.~ buolr. Let t it c Tl olu Spi1·il: illuminate tht•se won/.~ and lel .~im7Jlicity l>e a. watch­
word. Avoicl [l·yinu lo fm·ce a meaning o1· a tim e/a.ble for these /Cords other than those thP. Bible it11rlf pro­
vides. 

Th1·r•e of tltr• l1'NMJ1M fmm Rcvrlation (II'P nm11ecl ''The Dion 0[ Jl!clah", "The l.(lmb", ancl ''Th e Con­
([IW1'ing ll'onl", tltrl e rlcsignatirms of the Lord J1\~us C111'ist. Concluding thr series is lite finalleHSml taken 
front both Revelation rmcl Genesis, ·'The End and liH' Beginning". This les!!M1 coven> the same yround as the 
first le.w;on of the 11rrics but .<thotus the final restoration of those thing!! ln·ought to 1·uin in the brginnin!J. 
'.this is the lesson t.eacltin!l the final victoruuf tft e Lr)ll(l. 

'l'hooe lessons a1·e published by the Ridgewood Pentecostal Sunday School, 457 Jia1'1nan St. ,B1·ooklyn, N .Y. 
A dclrcss cmTespml(/1'1trtl to P.O. Box 62, B1·ookl7J11, N.Y . 11227 
Cover design : Bill Cooper. 
Price of Qua1·tm·lics: Single copy- 50 cents; Five onnore - 35 ce11ts each ( P1·inlecl in the U.S.A. 1969) . 



Lesson 40 - July 6 

FEAST OF DEDICATION 
DAILY READINGS: 

Monday: 
1'ue·!ldau: 
W cd11 t•xday: 
'l'hurscltty : 
P1·ida11: 
Sa t1n·day: 
Sunday: 

John 10:22-42 
Daniel 11 :1-:35 
P salm ll:3 
Psalm 11<1 
Psalm 115 
P salm llG. 117 
Psalm 118 

MEMORY VERSE: 
P1·om th e 1·ising of the sun unto the going down 

of th e same the Lo1·d's nmu e is to be 11raiscd ( Psalm 
n~-~: a) . 

INTRODUCTION : 
Even though the four hundred year:; which elapsed 

between t he last book of the Old Testament nnd the 
beginning of the New arc called "si lent years," they 
were years filled with events of g reat historical im­
portance. 1t was dut·ing this era that both the Greek 
and Roman empires rose to theit· magnificent heights. 
The Greek empire rose first as Alexander the Great, 
in only eleven short ~·ears (c. 32H- 312 B.C. ), extended 
the Greek government over most of the then-known 
world . At his death his l<ingdom was divided among 
his fout· lead ing generals . From these there emerged 
two dominant dynas ties, the Ptolemies who ruled Egypt 
and the Seleucids who ruled over Syria. 

LESSON NOTES : 

The Maccabeet:: Strife and warfa re became a way 
of life between these two powers fot· several hundred 
years as both !>Ought supremacy in the Middle East. 
In appt·oximately 168 B.C., the . c.>leucicl ruler of Syrin, 
Ant iochus Epiphanes, invaded Egypt. 'fo hi s great sur­
prise, he w11s confronted by a genera l of t he Roman 
ut·my. Rome was just then ris ing to wot·ld power and 
beginning to make its influeHCl' fell i11 the wol'ld. 
Forced to ccnsc and des ist in his invas ion of Egypt 
by the Roman general, Antiochus returned to Syria 
in anger. 

Situated as it was between J<;)(ypt and Syria, Is rael 
had long been the polilical football of these two 
constantly warring faction!!. Sma t'ting over his rebuff, 
Antiochus spent his fury on the hapless Jews. Seizing 
J ent!lalem, he robbed it of ib; wealth. shipped the 
temple and confiscated its l t·casurcH. He then committed 
the great sacr ilege of desecrating the I cmplc, devoting 
it to heathen worship and offering a sow upon the a ltar 
as a ~acri flee. 

Tlu·oughoul lhc entire land this dcst•cration of holy 
places went on. People were furthet· forced to renounce 
all they held dear and made lo accept a heathen Greek 
culture . .A priest of the order of .Joiarib (see ~eh. 12: 
6,7 ). by the name of :\Ialtathias, rc,·olted against t hese 
practices. Along with his sons, he tore down lhe altM 
at ::\Iodin, ki lled a Syrian gencntl and se,·eml of his 
men, and ut·ged his countr~·men to def~· the Syrians . 
Of hi ~ man y ::;ons. Juda!'-1 , called Mact:abacu~. became 

the leader of a strong force of )(UCtTillns who for many 
years waged war with the Sy rians in what is known 
as the "Maccabcan Revolt." During a lull in this guer­
rilla warfare, after three years of success, Judas was 
able to •·cbu ild the temple ancl restore divine worship. 
A joyous celelwalion of fcaKt in g and !!inginl{ marked 
the c\'enl. Since that time, thi:-; <' vent has been observed 
yeal'ly a~ the festival of "li){hts" ( Hanukkah), a lso 
culled the "feast of dedication." 

fo'ea.q/ of D l'dicn lio11 : It was durin ~ the observance 
of lhiA feast several hundred yeat·:; later that Jesus 
wa:~ approached in J erusalem by some J ews wantinA" 
to know more of His origin (see John 10:22-24 ) . It 
i:; oh,•ious thal lhc J ews' idcn of a :\fcssiah wa::; !'Omc­
onc like .luclas l\laccabaeus, one who would lend a revolt 
and restore again the sovereil{nly of Is rael. The ob­
set·vance of the feast, no doubt, sti rred such patriotic 
ft>rvo t· anew. In response to thci t· demand that He 
tell them "plainly" if li e be' the Christ, lie spoke of 
llis follow<•rs as !:lheep ( hardly t ho Lype to incite re­
voluti on) and spoke of His miHsion as giving "eternal 
Ji fe." not freedom from Rome. Then when He asser ted 
thaL He and the Father were one, they considered Him 
Lo hav<· commiLted the ultimate bltt~;phemy and pre­
pm·cd to stone Him ( \·. 31) . 

To J esus t he 'vorks that He did were the over ­
ridi ng proof that He was lhe Anoin ted (Christ) of the 
Fnthcr nnd one with Him. While the .Jews were willing 
to accept !I is good wol'l<s, they were not willing, as waH 
Nicodemus. to accept these good works as a sign of 
t he tnte idcntit~· of J esus and lhe essence of the king­
dom of God. They neve•· saw the ldngdom us f reedom 
ft·om persona l bondage and w1 a dcli vcrancc from s in 
and its cfrccl. Thus these s upposed "bui lders" of the 
kingdom were rejecting the very Slone on which t he 
kingdom would be buill ( Psa. 118 :22) . 

'l'ltt• r, , .. ~!I011s : It is genera lly agreed that Daniel's 
prophecies deal with the coming of the kingdom of God. 
'rhe amazing accuracy with which his prophecies of 
t he events leading up to the inauguration of the kin~r­
dom have been f\Jlfilled ill evident, by comparing world 
histon· from his da~· on ward wilh hi,; prophecies. For 
example, the g1·cat conflict between the Greeks and 
Pers ians in which the last of the P ers ian rulers 
( Xt• t·xcs) set, out to destroy the emer )(ing Greek nation 
ancl was himself thorough ly dt• featcd is a historic fact 
and accun1tely fot·cto ld in Daniel t1 :1,2. Alexander 
the Great's ri se and conquests thereafter are described 
in verses :l and 4. The sub!!equcnt intrigues between 
lht• prince of the north (S~·ria ) and the prince of the 
south ( E gypt) arc also minutely detailed in this 
chaple1·. The pollution of lhe sanctuary and the 
"strong" exploits of those who "knew their God" ( an 
acknowledged re ference to the :i\Jnccabecs) are dis­
cusHcd in verses 31 and 32. This onti •·e period of his­
lot·y was foretold several hundred years earli er , and 
its accu t·ate fulfillment down lo the minutes t detail has 
occurred. 'fhe kingdom also which Daniel foretold is a 
pt·est•nt reality. 

The conflict between the ideas of the J ews in J esus' 
da.v and ,J csus' ministry was in the works which consti­
tuted the kingdom. Outward works of g reat political 
significance were what the leader:; expected of t he 
Mcs!liah. The wot·ks of persona l deliverance from the 
effects of sin were what Jesus pointed to as His t: rc-

(Continued on last pngc ) 
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Lesson 41 - July 13 

PHARISEES 
DAILY READINGS : 

ill onday: 
Tue.~day : 
W eclnesday : 
'/' lum;day : 
Friday: 
Saturday : 
Sunday: 

i\1 nllhew 2:3: 1-3~ 
Matthew 12:1-21 
Matthew 12:22-45 
l\latlhew 15:1-20 
Luke I}: 16-26 
Luke lG :1-18 
John 12:12-43 

MEMORY VERSE: 
F01· I 11ay milo you, That e.ccept yov1· l'ightrons­

ne.~.~ shall exceecl the rivht eottsnr.~.~ of the ,<;cribes 
a1ul Phnrisee.<;, 111' slwll in no cww enter info the 
kiny(lom of heaven ( Matthew 5 :20) . 

INTRODUCTION : 

When the l\lnccabees rose up in revolt against the 
practices of Antiochus Epiphanes, much of their sup­
port came from a ~p·oup of "pious ones" who for ye:u·s 
had maintained the purity of their worship and had 
resisted all foreign attempts to destroy their relisdon. 
Having t heit· origin around the time of the captivity, 
it was this g roup of "pious ones" who rigidly main­
ta ined separation ft·om all Babylonian influences. l•' rom 
them came the Hct·ibes who pre:;cr vcd the Sct·ipturc:; 
and organized the synagogues as places of worship. 
They were the ones who were willing to tu rn their 
backs on Babylon when the opportunity was given to 
return to ,Jerusalem and rebuild the temple. Shortly 
after the time of the Maccabees, the successor!! to 
these "pious ones" became the nucleus of the party 
which eventually became known as the Pharisees. 

LESSON NOTES: 

Moses' Sent : Oril{inally 11 "holi ness" movement 
preach ing pur ity and r;eparation f rom all defilement, 
the party of t he P harisees in ,Jesus ' day had come a 
lon l{ way ft·om their Ot'il{ina l put·poRc. Although lhe,v 
had no otncial status in eilhct· the government or 
priesthood of Israel according to the organizations set 
forth by ~1oses, they had become respected as the 
guardians of the religion,; life and the teachers and 
interpreters of the law. Special schools existed fot· the 
young man who wanted to become a " rabbi" and join 
the party of the Pharisees (see Acts 22 :3 ) . 

Anyone who desired to observe in the strictest 
mannct· a ll ordina nces of Levitical puri ty and who was 
willing to become punctilious in t ithing and paying 
dues could become 11 Pharisee. The Pha r isees' zcnl in 
securing proselytes waH well known (1\fatl. 23: 15). 
Candidates were formally admitted into the party in 
the presence of three nwmbct·s. The common people 
deferred to these "lcachet·s" of the law, regarding 
them. because of their education and de,·olion, as the 
ultimate authot·ity on faith and practice. Occasionally, 
the Phari sees took adntnlage of this aulhot·ity, espe­
cially with the ignorant or unprotected. They were full 
of extor tion, and widows were a specia l prey for their 
covetousness ( Malt. 23:14, 25; Luke 16:14 ) . 

2 

Silting as they did in "Moses' scat," J esus respected 
them for their position and encouraged the general 
public as well as llis disciples to do as the Pharisees 
taught ( l\1att. 23 :~ ).On several occasions He held them 
up as example;; of the Htandard of l'ighteousness t·e­
quit·ccl of Hi s followe rs ( Matt. 5 :20). The Lot·d had 
little quan cl with their teaching. It was their actions 
He condemned. 

H 1J1Jocr ites : Some of lhc Lord':; :;trongest wonls 
were directed at these religious leadet·s. " Serpent !!," 
"vipers,'' "hypocrites," arc just some of the words He 
used to denounce their practices. They, of cout·se, 
smarted from thelle rebukes and saw Jesus as a thre<tt 
to their position in the land. Therefore, they consl<mtly 
l~Ought to trip llim up before the people and find fault 
with Him. 

l\Iuch of the motivation fo r becoming a Pharisee 
was in the position t hey held among t he people. To be 
Hu re, there were those IIH Nicodemus and Suul ( Paul ) 
whose motives may have been rleeper. But it wa;:; t he 
r espect, t he high esteem, and the deference to t heit· 
position which they lo\'ecl and which dro\'e many to be­
come Pharisees. Being rccognizi'CI and g rectNI in t he 
ma rkL'lplacc as "Rabbi." having t he chief scats and 
upper rooms at feasts, being seen engaged in religious 
observance and highly J·egarded for it was their su­
JWeme joy. As a result. their religion was enti rely l'.l'­

trnwl nnd superficial. This was the essence of the 
Lord's condemnation of thNn. Inwardly they were more 
corrupt than the pt·acticcs they piously decried. 

Their relisdon wns ent irely an outward show. Their 
prayers were a pt·et en sf', not a desire to meet God and 
Het·vc II im. They sou){ht:ut appearance of righteousness 
while inwardly they were f ull of iniquity. Outward 
ob;;er vance to a stricl ancl unbending code was more 
important than the "weightier'' matters of mercy, 
truth and justice. Traditions of the elders were more 
impol'lant than the laws they contradicted. Their open 
co,·etousness was in direct ,·iolation of the law they 
claimed t.o uphold. Murc!erous intentions were not 
be~·ond their wicked hearts, despite the s ixth com­
mandment. They condoned in thei r own lives what 
they condemned in others. 

Th e Lessons : There is no guarantee t hat an~' 

"holiness" movement will not get s idetracked as did 
that of the Pha risee!\. 'l'he ori g inal "pu r itnns" and 
"separatists." these people were once genu inely con­
cerned with personal holiness befot·e God. Church his­
tory gives ample e\'ic!ence of how lime and again. move­
ments which began with sincere desires to please God 
in the inner thoughts and life degenerated into sects 
of people who proudly maintained a name but lacked 
the substance which made the name. Pentecost as a 
movement is no lcsH vu ln<'mble than its pt·eclecessot·s. 
Unless doctrin es go deeper into s haping ou r behaviour. 
we will become as Rhallow and empty of reality as were 
t he Pharisees. 

The spiri t of the Pharisee is not peculia r to that 
party. Phari see-ism might he defined as human nature 
in its fu II est expt'<'Ssion. Proud, egotis tical, n nd sci f­
centered, t he spirit of the Pharisee is present in us 
all. Who does not like to be well spoken of, to have 
others remark about how devout and hoh· we at·e? This 
naiut·c is a pan of us. and the danger is 'that out· wholl• 
life will con.sist of works clone only to he seen of men, 

(Continued on last page) 



Lesson 42 - July 20 

SADDUCEES 
DAILY READ INGS : 

Munday : 
7'uesday : 
\I' t•dnt•xcla y: 
'l'lm rsclay: 
F1·iday: 
Satw·da11 : 
S unda1J: 

Acts 23 :1-10 
;\[atthew :~: 1-12 
:'llntthew IG: I-12 
Matthew 22 :2:\-:\:~ 
Luke 20 :27-38 
Acts 4: 1-21 
i\cts 5 : 12-!~R 

MEMORY VERSE: 
J cxw; rmswt•red and said 1mto them, Yt• do PIT, 

not knowin!J lhr xaipl1n·es, 1101" llt1• pt>ICt'l" of God 
( Malt. 22 :29 ). 

INTRODUCTION : 

While the PharisN•s wer e the mo'lt clominanl n•li ­
g ious party in the days of J esu:>. there were other 
groups in existence. Among these was t he party of t he 
Sadducees. l\fuch smaller in numbers than the Phari­
sees ancl less influential doctrinally among" the common 
people, the Sadducees wer e never theless a power ful 
factor in the govemment of Judah. Ar istocrat ic and 
JWoud they clom inatecl the ruling cou ncil of the land. 
Thei1· powe1· was derived th1·ough consistent coopenl­
tion with the heathen powers which occupied [snwl. 
This aroused the hatred of most of the land, particulnr l~· 
the Pharisees. Whereas the Pha risees were sb·icl 
HcpnratiHts, the Sadclucees were compromisers . They 
did anylh in){ to maintn in the s tatus quo. 

LESSON NOTES : 

Ori!Jin ami Doctriue: Little is known of the ori g- in 
of the Sadducees. As a party under that n:1me, they 
appea r to have originated a round the time of the ;\lac­
cabeeil a s a counter movement to them and t he Phal·i ­
sees. 'l'he Sadducees were t hose who willingly accepted 
heathen culture as u means of maintaining their li fe 
and position, while the Phal"isees foul(ht the foreigners 
to the death. Some claim the Sadducees were de­
scendan ts of Zadok. the high priest of Solomon's day < 1 
J<ing!l l :32,34,38,45 ), and deri ved t heir name from him. 
8 ssentinlly the Sadducees we re from the p1·i estly tl"ibc. 
As such they 1·epresented a conupt priesthood. This iH 
not to say that a ll pri ests were Sadducees. By the same 
token , the Phari sees were genendly speaking from the 
common people of ls rnel. 

The root meaning of Sadducee is "the rig hteous 
one"; however, the~· were not known for thei r rig ht­
eousness. \\' hat they were known for was their teach­
ing which denied the r esurrection and the existence 
of spil"its and angels ( Acts 2S :8) . A li [c beyond death 
with r ewards fo1· the righteous and punis hment for 
t he unrighteous was not r ecognized by them even 
though t hey acknowledged lhe ex istence of an evel·­
la:;ting- God. Dt•nying- a spirit world, they we1·e com­
pletely materialistic in outlook. Strange that a priest­
hood which at one time was so inlimatel)' acquainted 
with the supernatural s hould develop such a doctrin e ! 

Pmttise : \Vhile the Pharisees nnd Sadducees had 

bitte r doctrinal and political di0"(• renc('s ( which Paul 
at one time skillful exploited-sec Acts 2:.3: 1-10), they 
co-existed in t he ruling council of elders which was 
known as lhe Sanhedrin . 1'hey wer e very much uni ted 
in their oppo~ i t ion to J eilus, t houl'h from t he Sadducees' 
view, it was mon• from a desil·e to su pp1·ess a movement 
which would ups(•l the s:rovernme nlal s tructure than 
from ditfenmces in teaching. Sadducees had little s up­
port from the common people in thei r doctrinl.! as it 
was , so had I i ttlc• to lose from ,J P:lus' teach~ni(S. They 
would, however, li ve in constant drend of an upri sin K 
which would bring the heavy hand of Rome down 
stronger on lhe land and jeopardize t heir power and 
po:<ition. 

Togethe1· with the Phal"ist'l's the~· r eceived t he 
denunciation of both John t he Baptist and J esus 
( i\latt. 3 :7 : 16: 1-6) . Arrogant and overbearing be­
c<lUse of thei1· posit ion and herit<tsre. the~· were blind 
to their t rue spiritual condition ( ~! all. :~ :7-9 ) . As the 
supposed ~hephcrds of God's people, they came unde1· 
double condemnation for their failure to lead them 
arig-ht. 

A ttemptin~ to di scr edit and l"iclicule the teachinl{s 
of the r esu1Tection, they once pre~entt•d .Jesus with a 
hypothetical case based on the ;\losuic Law (;\latt. 22: 
2:~-:~3) . It must ha,·e been emharrassing to them to 
have their hypocrisy exposed and to be told publicly 
the.v knew neither the Scriptu r es nor th e powe1· of 
God. Emphas iziul( both the r csurrectiou and a ugels . 
the Lord's answe1· a stonished the multitudes who heard 
it for its autho1·ity ( v,·. ~0-33) . 

Almost all of the persecu tiou which the cady 
church endured carne from the ~adducees ( Acts 4: 1 : 
5:17). Thi;; is natu nil since t he preachiu~ and power 
of the disciples hit at the ,·ery foundation of the Sad­
ducees' doctrine ( Acts 4 :2) . A r cHuiTccled Chris~ com­
plelel.v destroyed I hci r I each in ~. and the presence of 
a Holy p iril who <'mpower ed and miracu lously healed 
people was intole1·able. The spon taneous g ro\\·th of t his 
movement fl"i g ht<•ned them. Imag-ine how they g ri­
maced when possihl~· it was s ug-g-ested that on ly an 
unrJcl could han• opened the secu re prison and allowed 
the disciples to escape ( Acts fi: L9, 22-24 ) . Also, it 
ma.v have been with just a bit of a ~mile that the learned 
Pharisee. Gamali l• l. counselled tiH' hurri ed Sadducees 
to desist from Uwi r plan;; to slay the disci pies sn.v in){. 
"If it be of God, yc can not o,·ert h1·ow it'' ( Act s 5: 3:~ -
40 ). Gamaliel's prophecy pro\·ed con ect. The Sadducees 
failed to over throw the work of God, and, it mig h t be 
added. were themselves completely destroyed as a party 
wilhiu a s hort time. After the destruction of ,J eru­
salem in 70 A.D., they wer e never hea rd from again. 

'l'he '-<'ssons : Comprom ise a lways destroys . Some­
thiug worth compromis insr is wor th nothing. Each com­
promise must be s upport ed by ndditional accommoda­
tions . The ou ly solution to compromise is hard and fa st 
separation. While the Pharisees had other faullc; to be 
avoided, there is a lot to be said for their original nar­
row-minded g-oal of purity and scparati<>n. Compromis­
iug Olll" s tanda1•ds with the sta ndards of" this WOI"lrl 
will destroy our testimony complete!~·. It may seem 
small and ins ig nificant at first, but each compromise 
brinl-{s us to thl' threshold of lht• nex t unti l there is 
not hi nl{ left to compromise. r n the same r eg-nrd, it 
should be understood lh;lt an ecumenical mo\·ement 

(Continued on last pnge) 



Lesson 43 - July 27 

PUBLICANS 
DAI LY READINGS : 

Munday: Luke :3 :1-17 
'J'u escla11: Luke 5 :27-:19 
l l ' f'd1tP!1drt?J : Lul<e 7 :24-Bfi 
'J' h 11 n;da 11 : Luke 15-1 -10 
F ridau: Lukt• 15 :I 1-a2 
Saturda y : Luke 18:8-14 
Sunday : Lu ke 19:1-10 

MEMORY VERSE : 
J esus sa ith 111t l o tlu m, l'eril y I S<l?f unto !JOII , 

That th e publi cans rmd harlots 110 into th e kin{ldom 
of Gmf. befnr<l uon (Mat\. 2 1 :a I ) . 

INTRODUCTION: 
Even though Israel hnd its own ki n!{. ther e was 

no doubt in anvone's mind who had ultimate power a nd 
authoritv in Palestine. Herod was, at be~t. a nominal 
ruler whose t·eiJm was entirely at the plea sure o f the 
Caesar~. Roman soldier s we re ~anisoned throu)(hout 
the land within a short mnrch o f any possib le disturb­
:\llce. Fur thct·more, as <1 s ubjected nation, every Js racl­
ite was forced to pay taxes to Caesar. These were col­
lected bv .Jewish men who, Hlon)! no doubt with olhE' t' 
choice ,;ames reserved for men of t heir pro fess ion, 
'''Ct'e ca lled "publicans." 'L'IIi ,; ter m came from the word 
used for the public trea sury . "in publicum." into which 
these taxes went. As if being a traitor to Is rael wns 
not enOttl!h. these publicans U!ied their ta xing abi li ty 
to extort a s much ns possiblt• from t he it· J t•wis h 
brethren. Whatevet· they wer e a ble to collect over and 
above that due to Rome was their personal profit. ~[any 
did quite well enrichin~e themselves t his way. 

LESSON NOTES: 
Sinn(' r,q a nd Pltb/icmtH : In the eyes of ever y Is ra el­

it e there was no lower level of exis t ence than the 
publican. 'J' hey wet·c without. exccplion the rani<Nit of 
s inners. 

E,·en in this despica ble society they r etained a 
~eparate s ti gma. \\'hen the Israelite;; spoke of tht• off­
scourin!£ of society, they always used the term. " s innet·s 
mul publicans" ( Luke 5 ::30) . Picture t he u tter con­
tempt wi th which t hose strict sepa t·atists, the Pha ri­
sees, looked upon these crooked traitors. 

We can well imasrinc• t he horror with which the 
Lord's fri ends hip wi th tht•se publicans was g re(• ted. 
J\ fter all, a man is known by the company he keeps. 
And what self-respecting man would be caug ht dead 
in their company, no less a prophet who cln ims to be 
the Messiah. What. juicy morsels of s:tossip mus t hnv<' 
win!!ed their way throu)(h Ualilce when this self-styled 
" k i111(' was caug ht consot·lin!l with ha l'lots, s innet·:; 
and publicans. even sittin!l down to cat with t hem ( Lu ke 
15 : 1,2) . ~lore conclcmninl( was that one of t hem. Levi 
b)' na me. was pa r t o f t hat oflicial g-t·oup known as !lis 
d isciples ( Luke fi :27,28 ) . 

T o their credi t we find t he publicans t hemselves 
qu ite receptive lo the gos pel. They were well aware 
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that. the~· wer e inclecd s inners. ~!any of t hl•m came 
to be bapt ized of .J ohn ( Lu. 3 :12,1:~) . Others were eag-c t· 
to ha,·e t his teacher. whose doctrines conYicted lhcm, 
come to their homes for lengthy discussions. :\Iany 
there wer·e who brou)(hl, f t·ui ts "w01thy of t·epct!lance" 
and found ft:iends hip and the acceptance which socie ty 
hart den ied them. 

Pnmbler; : As a response io t he murmurings of the 
Pharisees and scribes. ,Jesus told three pa rables in­
cluding that \\'t• ll -known and bcauti fu l one en lied "The 
Pt·ocli gal Son" ( Luke 1() ) . Keep in mind tha t J esus was 
taking nim at the attitude of the Pharisees and scri bes 
O\'et· His associntion with t hP publicans. While all three 
parab le~ ,·ery g raphically por l my t he Lord's intense 
dC'sire to seek and ;;a ve the lost, the primat·y Jesson 
of each of them is the joy which accompani es t he find ­
ing of the lost. The lost s heep is brought home re­
joicing ( V\'. 5-7 ) . Similnl'l~· the woman findirw the lost 
coin l'('joirr'H when it is found and inv ites a ll of her 
fri ends in to s hare her joy ( vv. 9,10) . And without ex­
ception the major point in the pantble of the prod igal 
son is the joy of the father at the wayward boy's r e­
turn. Contraslecl with this is the grumblin g of the 
elder son ovet· th is r ejoicing-, to which the father t·e­
plied, "It is meet lhat we should make mel'l'y and be 
)!!ad: for t his thy brothe r was dead and is alive ag-ain: 
and wa~< lost and is found" ( v. !l2 ) . 

Cle:r rl~· t he Pharisees should ha,·e r ejoiced tha l 
their brothers ( the publicans) wer e finding snlvalion. 
'!'hat is . this would be true i r they were sincer ely in­
ter ested in their spiritual condition. A fte t· all, this 
would have removed the )!real er part of the complain t 
t he,v had agains t the publi cans by rnakin l{ them honest 
a nd responsible citizens. But in their own self-rig ht­
eousness the~~ had no feeling for these who went astray. 
They were ang t·y that as right eous " eldc t· brothers " 
they ne,·c•· r eceived the approbat ion lhe~· felt t hey had 
ca m ed. 

The Lessons : X ever do we read that the Lord ever 
condoned the s in o f t he publican or of any other llinner, 
for lhal matter . li e was always fo r thright in mak in)( 
them lo see their !lin ancl their need for repentance. 
Ail a general ntlc, however, the publicans wet·e ec­
s ponsive to this messa ge, seeing their need and r epent­
in )( of their s in ( Lu. 7 :29 ) . For example, note the 
fru its wor t hy of repentance which Zacchacus brou)!ht 
( Lu. 1!): 1-8 ) . Half of his wealth he gave to the poor, 
:md fourfold r estitution wns made for t hat which was 
dishonesll~· gained. This is the kind of r epent<rnce 
which brings salvntion no mallet· how deep the s in. 

Gn forlunalel~· it i;; the "good" people who find it 
hardest to a ccept t he tenehing that all have s inned and 
all need to r epen t and tum to God. Those who con­
s ider themselves reli g ious arc often the most ~;el f­
satis fi ed. Relig ion, no ma tter by what name ( and the 
Pharisees hac! the very best) , can not make a man t·ight­
eous. N either do good works earn i:lalvation. In a nother 
parable the Lord hi t at the t'i l{hteousne:;s o f the Phari­
see!> and the blindness it produced. Contrastin l{ th t• 
Ph a risec with the pu bliean, J esus i llustt·a ted t h(• nec­
essary attitudes for salvation. Coming in honesl hu­
mility and confession b rings justi fi ca tion wher eas sclf­
l'i l(hteous exa lta tion only leads to destruct ion ( Luke 
i) : :11,:32 ; 18 : 14). 

It is a simple, ~·et o,·et·whelming, s tat ement t hat the 

(Continued on last page ) 



Lesson 44 - Aug ust 3 

JOHN THE BAPTIST 
DAILY READINGS: 

Monday: 
TtJe.~day: 

H · ednr.~du 11 : 
Thu1'sclay : 
Ji'?·iday: 
Saturday: 
Sundau: 

Luke 1:5-25 
Luke 1:57-80 
ll la r k l :1-11 
John 1 : 15-~G 
. John 3 :23-36 
Matthew 11 :2-19 
Matthew 14:1-12 

MEMORY VERSE: 
'J'Ids ir~ he, pf whom it i8 ?VI·itten, Beholcl, I send 

my ?IWSS<'U,(Jer before tlt?J face, w hich shall p1'epan' 
t h11 way l.Jef 01·e thee ( Luke 7 :27 ) . 

INTRODUCTION: 

"Amon g them t hat arc bom of women, there hat h 
not risen a g r eater t han John t he Baptist." With these 
words t he Lord af\sessed t he ministry of John ( Matt. 
11 :11 ) . ConRidering a ll the g reat men who preceded 
him in both ~ecu la1· and Biblica l histor y, this statement 
lakes 0 11 immense pr opo rtions. A braham, Moses, David, 
Solomon Dan iel Isaiah. etc .. were all gr eat men in 
their d~~· and '.·cspective fields, but none of them 
achieved the g reat ness of J ohn the Baptist. Yet judg­
ing from the emphas is on his life and mini slry today, 
one would get the impression tha t few s hare t he opinion 
of the Lord Jesus on th is matter. What was ther e about 
hi s worl< which made J esuJ:; speak so high!~· of John ? 

LESSON NOTES: 

Wha t Marmel' of Chilcl : F rom the very moment his 
bi1'lh was prophesied by an angel, the unus ual su •·­
rounded t he life o f J ohn the Baptist. Born of deeply 
spil'i t ua l parents, who have t he rema rkable testimony 
that they wer e both rig hteous and "walked in all the 
commandmen ts of the Lord blameless" (Luke 1 :6), 
the very ci1·cum~tanccs aUe nding hi~ b irth caused peo­
ple to wonder at what mann er of child this was ( 1 :66) . 

In addition to specifically instructing Zacharias to 
na me t he chi ld ".John," the an gel prophes'ied that this 
ch ild would be {treal in t he s ig ht of t he Lord, that many 
would 1·ojoice at his birth, t hat he would l tt?·n people 
to God for t he express purpose of making r eady a 
people prerJCo·ecl fo1' the Lm·d ( vv. 13-17) . T o Zacharias 
t his meant but one thing : Lhe day of the Lord was 
at hand, and the Mess iah was about to be revealed to 
H is people. John was to make the way r eady fo r this 
event. 

A ll of th is is borne out b.v the magn ificent pr ophecy 
which Zacharias gave aL the child's naming (vv. 68-
79 ). Ther e a 1·e two parts to this p1·ophecy. In t he fi•·st 
( vv. GB-75 ), Zacharias g ives pr a ise to God fo r raising 
"an horn of salvation" in fu lfillment of prophecies 
which had been given " s ince t he world began ." In the 
second part, Zacharias prophesied the purl \\'hich John 
was to play in this event ( vv. 76-79) . John was to be 
a prophet of the Highest ; he waf'l to p1·epare His way, 
by gi v i n~-t knowledge of salvation. Throughout the days 

of his g row in g up in lhe deserts until hi s shewin g unto 
Is rael, the hand of Lhe Lord wa!5 with him ( vv. 66,80) . 

Beginning of thr Gos7Jel : Despite the br evity of his 
gospel, Mark begins with the minisb·y of John the 
Baptist ( l\1urk 1 :2). All fou r Gospels include the w~rk 
of .J ohn as an inlcgl'll l pa r t of the gospel of J e::>us Chn st. 

Central to the ministr y of John was t he message of 
prepara tion , gelling read~· for lhe Lord. T he very key­
note of his ministry was the cry, "Repent." Baptis m 
\\'as an outward s ig n refl cctinl{ the inner commitment 
and change of those who heeded the cry ( l\ l k. 1 :3,4) . 

Ar riving on lhc scene as he did and preaching the 
messa ge t ha t he d id, .J ohn created " no s mall stir" in 
.Judah. l\lany cnme to be baptized, and many othe rs 
came out of cu •·io:; ity. Excited discussions took place as 
to who he was . Emphatically John den ied he was the 
Christ or "that" pr oph et and either did not know o1· 
in humi li tv would 110t cla im to he JJ; Iijuh (J ohn 1 :21 ) . 
He was si~ply "the voice of one crying in t he wilder ­
ness, P r epare ye t he wa y o f t he Lord" in fu lfillment of 
Isaiah's J))'OJ1hecy. 

J ohn a lways pointed lo t he g reate•· ministry of t he 
1\l'a n who:;e way he wa>< preparing ( M.k. 1 :7,8) . J ohn's 
baplism wns not the ultimate bapti sm; the baptism 
of t he Holy Ghost \vas . which only .Jesus could give. 
Later, ns Jesus' miniRt ry increased in populari ty, t he 
people t r ied to ba i t John and mnl<e him jealous (John 
3 :26 ) . Know in g his place, with t remendous cha racter 
and humili t.r. John gave place to Jesus ( v. 30 ) . An 
indication of the popu la ri ty of ,John as well as hi s 
:;trenglh of conviction is st•cu in hi~ encou nter with 
Herod. lie had the car of the •·ule r of the land and 
was fea rless e\'en in condemn ing his s in . For this he 
gave his life. 

1'he Lesson:; : A fu r t her investigation of the Lord's 
assessment of t he work of .l ohn •·even t ~ additional in­
terestin g comments . He was "more t han a prophet." 
The last of the Old T estament prophets, John was the 
fulfi llment of the prophecy rega r ding a "messenger" 
who was to precede t he M.cssiah ( l\Tal. ~ : 1) . Zacharias , 
J esus, and John himself all r efer to t his p rophecy. The 
Old Testament er a ended w ith John, fo r "all the law 
a nd t he prophets wer e until John." Finally Jesus 
defini tely sta ted that ,lohn was t he "E lias (Elijah ) 
\vhich was fol' to come" ( MaLt. 11 :9-14). 

The t ime was "aL hand." God was fu lfilling a ll H is 
prophecies. These were not for a nat ura l kingdom but 
fo r vis i t ing a nd r edeeming His people, fo r rais ing a 
horn of salvat ion, to xave people from the ir enemy 
( Satan ), a nd lo perform the promiRed mer cy that peo­
p le might ser ve H im (Luke 1 :68-75). All this was f ul­
fill ed in the minis t ry of Jesus for whom J ohn prepared 
t he wa~' . 'fhi s minis tJ·y had to do with man's inner 
condi t ions, not his outward circumstances. 

J esus could not be man i fested without J ohn's min­
istr)' (.John 1 :Rl) . Neither is it possible today to ex­
perience the ulessings of the king dom of God without 
beginn ing wher e Johu began, with r epentance. This is 
the doo•· to the kin KdOm. F 1·om .John'~ r epeated ref­
erence to the fact that Jesus would baptize \\'ith t he 
Hoi~· Ghost indicates that this bnpti;:;m was to be cen­
l1'al to the work of .Jesus in establis hing His king­
dom. This is supported by othe1· Scriptu res. It is a dis­
sel'Vicc to the purpo:;c of God to separ ate John from 
Jesus and to ig nore the unity of their respective min­
istries. 
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Lesson 45 - August 10 

A CERTAIN MAN 
DAILY READ INGS : 

Jlonday: 
T!' e.c;day: 
trednrsda 11: 
T lw rsd11 11: 
Frida !I: 
Sal1mla'y: 
Sundau: 

:\I a tthew 21 :23-32 
Psalm 0 
Isaiah 5:1-7 
:\latlhew :\:1-12 
Luke :3: 1-18 
Luke 7:18-35 
Luke IIi: l, 2, 11-32 

MEMORY VERSE : 
Briny forth therefore fruits worthy of >·epent­

(/111'1', and beoin not to xau 1t'ilhin 1101trselves, We 
have Al>l"lllwm to om· /at.ll('l': fur I Sll1f unto 1JOII, 
'l'IHt l Go!l i·s a /Ji t: of tlt ese ,q /.tnws to ru isll1t1J cldlrlrMI­
unt.o A lim hmn (Luke 3:8). 

I NTRODUCTION: 
Parable,; wer e a fa,·orite method used by the Lord 

to tc;tch those who desi red to "learn of Him." Used 
extensively, the parables we1·e "stories" which li e told 
t.o illustmt e and to make memo1·able specific points 
in llis tcachin)(s. As someone has said, "Parables arc 
ea rth!~· ::~to ries with heaven ly meanings." Careful at­
tention to the circumstances which prompted a partic­
ulal' pamble is often a key lO its meaninl{. All of the 
Lor·d's pambles ;u·e intereslin!l. pointed, and hiKhly 
instructi ve. 

LESSON NOTES : 

A Certain M an: At least two parables begin with 
"a cer·tain man." One is familiat· lo us as the parable 
of "The Prodigal Son." The other is simp!~· that of 
the "two sons" who, when asked to work in thei1· 
fnthcr's vineyard ( Malt. 21 :28-:32) . ~ave two different. 
answers. The varying rc~ponses form t he basis of un­
dcrsta ndi n)( this latter par able. 

Tl was to i llus t rate t he fai lu re of t he Jewish rulers 
to accept the authority of John the Baptist and His own 
mini~t ry as well, that .Jesus told this parable. The rulers 
con~idered themselves as those who above all were 
"about thei r Father's businc::~s," while in reality they 
1·emnincd dt•nf lo the Fathcr·'s call. 

Two cl a!l~;cs of people a1·c s hown : those who at firs l 
absolutely refuse to heed the Father 's call bu t who 
later tu r n around and obey the Father 's wishes, and 
those who claim to serve God but then fail to do Hi s 
will. 'I'IH' moral of the ::~lory is contained in the qucs· 
Uon. "Whether of them twain did the will of his 
father'?" D latt. 21: 31) . The obvious answer was gh·en 
by the rulers. Then J esus pointed out how the parable 
fitted llwm. Nolo tha t throuschout the Bible the "vine­
~·a1·d" is always unders tood to mean the object of God's 
attention and lo,·e. Specifically. in the Old T estament 
it 1·e fe r·s to natural Israel (::~c c IM.:; :1-7) . In the New 
T estanwnl itrl'fcrs. of course, to the "lipiritual" l lirael 
(::;ec .John 1:3 : 1,:! ). 

R1 lH 1tltr11n : The essen t inl difference between the 
two sons in this parable is that. one e \·entually went to 
work in his falhc1·'s vineyard, whereas the other ne\'e r 
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did. 'l'h<• kc\' to the one son's scn·ice was the rccol!ni­
tion that h~ was doinsc \\TOIIIC and hi,; "tu1·ning back'' 
to obe\' the father. Note that both had need of r epent­
ing, for at one point neither was doing the father's 
will. This turnin)( back is the meaning of the term "re· 
pent.'' C'ontnu·~· to thi s was the other ~on's re fu sal to 
;;ee his el'l'ol in claiminl{ to do his father's \\'OI'k but 
not doin!{ it. Ht• went ahead. following his own will. 

Throu~hout the histot·y of h;rael. godl~· prophets 
and k•nclers oftt•n reco)!n i7.ccl tha t the people hnd gotten 
away f rom serving God. This always led lO loss and 
failure on their part. In Psalm 80 we have such a right­
eous man's prayer in which he cries out three times, 
"Turn us aga in. 0 God, and cause lh,\· face to s hine : 
and we s hnll be saved" ( \'v. :~.7.19 ) . It was this "tum­
inS!" which .John the Baptist preached when he called on 
people to "1·cpen t." 

Repentance is an absolute necessity for the remis­
s ion of s ins ( Lu. 3 :8 ) . As the meaning of the word 
impli es, it is more tha n .iuRt fee ling bad about a cer ­
tain ncL Ol' our conduct as a w hole; i t means turning 
away f1·om that way of li ving and changing our actions 
completely. R<•pentancc is mca!iurcd by the "fruits" 
ther eof (v. !) ) . The f1·uit of the one son's repentance 
was his abandonment of his stubbom r efusal and his 
change of heat'l in going to work in the father's vine­
yard. Col'l'l'!'lponding lo this was the general acceptance 
by the harlots and publicans of t he m essage which 
.Tohn preached. Thei r " fru its" of 1·epentance was the 
abandonment of their ::~ inful live::; and the turning to 
God to obey His Word. This they openly s ignified by 
being publicly bapti1.ecl by .J ohn. 

The IA•xxmp~ : Perhaps the greates t sin of the rulers 
and Pharisees wa~ their "lip sen·ice'' to God. This was 
exactly the fault of the one son who said, "I will go," 
but who didn't. Lip service may ha,·e eased thei r own 
conscit•nces and may have )(ivcn them a good reputa­
tion, hut it did not plea!ie the Father, for Hi" will 
was nol done. Examination ought to be made of our 
sei·,·ice to God. Is it only the honot·ing of God with 
our lips, Ol' doeli il go deeper and affect our lives? Do 
we ·~Cl1f , "Thy will be done," and then go ahead and do 
our own will? It was this type of lip service which 
forced God to bring judgment 011 H is people ( Isa. 29 : 
13) . The deeds of the hea r t, not the statcme·nts of our 
mouth:;, count with God. 

The "fr·uits" o1· "grapes" which God expects from 
H is vineyard arc rig hieou:mess and judgment. These 
relate to our standing before God and ou r relations hips 
with man. It was to secu re these "grapes" t hat 
God look ll is plant out of l;;gypt and tenderly pla nted 
i t and ca1·ed for il so lovingly a nd patiently (see Psa. 
80:8-15: lfl1t. 5: 1-7) . Instead they broug ht fo r th "wild 
grape::~" o f oppression and injustice. 

Only as we turn to God with lhe desire to sen·e Him 
can we hem· the f1·uit. li e desit·cs. A corrupt tree cannot. 
bring forth good f ruit. Turning to God requi res a 
turning away f rom s in, fo1· no man can serve two mas­
ters. N ot e thai in the pantble of the prodil{al son, it 
wasn't until the young man 11/.lfmdonecl completely his 
s inful life rmd returned to the father's house that he 
enjoyed the privileSl.'e of son;;hip. His r epentance was 
J.(Cnuim•. His "fruits ." worthy of repentance. were his 
r ecoJ,rnition c.of the fact that hl' ,,·asn ' t pleasin~t his 
father. followed by his re~olution to do what was ex­
peeled of him. ll was this counsel of God which John 
preached and which the Pharisee:; and lawyers r ejected. 



Lesson 4 6 - A ug ust 17 

A CERTAlN HOUSEHOLDER 
DAILY READINGS: 

Monday: 
'l'uesclay : 
W 1'cl11esdau: 
Tlillrsday: 
P l'itlay: 
Sa I u I' clay: 
Sunday: 

l\latthcy 21 : :}:.HH 
H ebre\\'S l :1-14 
Mark 12: 1-12 
Hebn•wH 1 1 ::lG-12 :2 
Luke 20 :9-l 
L\lark 6: 14-29 
P salm 11 8 

MEMORY VERSE : 
Th f'rrfore I .cwu unto ?IOU, Th e kingdont of God 

.'1/l(ll/ be takPn [1·om 1/0ll, (111c/ yiven to a nation b1·ing­
infl fm·tlt the fruit.<~ l!terrof (Matt. 21 :43) . 

INTRODUCTION: 

Jlavin~t concluded one pamblc in which He un­
masked the blindness and hypocrisy o f the rulers and 
Pharisees in their failure lo respond to the authority 
of .John's preaching, Jesus immediately went on with 
another which was e\'en more pointed. Allain. H e used 
the illus tration of the vineyard. The striking cotTe­
spondence between Matthew 21 :3:{ and l >~niah 5:2 
makes the meaning of this parable unmistakable. So 
clen r was lhe m esM1ge that lhc people were pt·ompted 
to Hny, "God for bid,' ' 11t t he j uc!gnwnt w hich lhe pa r­
able promised (see Mall. 21:45 and Luke 20 :1 6 ) . This 
could ha\'e been an exclamation of hotTor, or it might 
have expressed their feeling that such a sentence could 
never happen. In art~· case. the meaning of the par­
able wtls not beyond thcit· comprehension. 

LESSON NOTES: 

'l'!tr l'inc•yanl: While much of the con esponclence 
between the parable and realit~· is obvious, othet· parts 
arc more subtle and require thoughtful study. At. the 
same time, there is a da nger of forc ing a m ea n ing for 
every pct·son, place, or thing wi t hi n th e pamble. Man~' 
limes, the Lot·d included things in llis clescriplion 
simply to complete a picture, and each cletail docs nol 
nccessari l ~· have some hirlden meaning. Prayerfu l 
s tudy anrl compal'ing Scripture with Scripture are nec­
essar.'· for the proper ilJumination of each parable. 
Pambles nrc intended to reveal, not to concea l the truth. 

The vineyard is a pictut·e of the kingdom; it rep­
resents the nation Israel (see P sa. 80:8-16; Isa. 5:1-5: 
27:1-7 ). Note that to the I sn~elitc there was no prop­
e r ty so valuable not· esteemed to yield s uch la rge re­
tu rns as 11 vineyar d. It r eq uired, however , incr easi ng 
di ligence and effor t on the part of the vinedr csser in 
ordet· fot· it to yield its fruit. Thus this example from 
t•vet·yday life was the pcrff'ct i lJ ustral ion of a spi l'itual 
lt·uth. 

This parable describes the :;\\'cep of history of God's 
dealings \\'ith His people. Tf the Yincyard r epresents 
tho nation of Is rael. lhen tlw husbandmen con c:;pond 
to the spi ritual chiefs and lcud <• rs of the land. Fut·thet·­
mot·c. the :o;en·ants sent to recei\'e the f ruit are the 
prophet!'\ and other more em inent messengers of God 
raiHed up a t critical periods, hnvinl{ d istinct missions. 

Many of these prophet:; \\'t'rC' not on!~· mistreated bul 
~ome wt•t·e put lo death 1\H, fo r example, John the Rap­
list (sec !\lark (i :19-27 ) . Trtldilion says that .J eremiah 
was stoned to death and that 1 ·aiah was sawn asunder. 
Abundant examples of the mistreatment oi God':; sen·­
ant~ an· found in the Rihl<• (sc(' .fer. :W:15: I l<in){s 
18: 1H: 22:2t1-27: 2 I<in)(s 6::n; 2 Chron. 36:1G,lG; 
Acts 7 :52: H e b. 11 :37,38 >. 

'1'/u• Son: Th e hou seholder is, of course, the pct·xon 
who ha~ plantod and car(' d fo r llw vineyn t·rl nnd lhe 
one to whom the ft·uit t f the \'itt l'yard t·i ~-thtfully lw­
longs. J cRus ab:o called him the "lord of lhe vineya rd" 
in this parable (1\Ialt. 21 :40 ) . Where Matthew slates 
lhtlt he "wen t into a fa r cou n try," Luke adds "for a 
ton)( while" C\latt. 21 : :i:~: Lu. 20:9 l. One thing is t•x­
cceditt){ly e\·idcnl. the householdct· was a man of gn•at 
pati ence. He had just cause lo take sever e action 
against the wicked husba ndmen ri~rht from the vct·.v 
bcsdnning but did nol. Could there be a better picture 
of the mercy and longsufl'crin l{ of God? ( See Jer. 44: 4 
a nd reh.9:26.) 

In :1 fina l attempt, the " lord of the vin eyard" sent 
hi:; own :;on to the dneya t·cl. l\lark and Luke. r espec­
ti ve!~·. call him his "ont> son, his wellbelo\'cd" ( l\lat·k 
12 :6 ) anrl "my beloved son" (Luke 20 :13). It was this 
son whom they s lew in their g reed for full and un­
contested control of tht- ,·ineyard. That this referred 
to J esus is e,·ident from the Jews' reaction to the par­
able, from the t'vcnts wh ich took place, and from other 
Scriptures. J esus was the "only begotten" and "bc­
Jo,·ed Son" of the Father and the "heir " of a ll thing!~ 
(sec .John 3 :1 6; l\latl. 3: 17, Hcb. l :2 ) . 

H av in g ex hausted t h is illus t. l'llLiOtt a nd having made 
H is point clear to H is hearer s .• Jesus switched alJegories 
while continuing His thought. The rulers' own sense o f 
fait· pia~' and just ice causer! th<'m lo pronounce th •ir 
own judgment ( Matl. 21:-11) in much the sa me wav as 
Da,·icf unwittingly convich•d himself when confro;tted 
by Kathan's pat·able. Referring to a \\'ell-known state­
ment in Psalm 118, which the J ews acknowledged to 
be MeHsianic, J esus showed how lhc desire of the house­
holder would be fulfilJecl in spite of the wicked hus­
bandmen. He would use their own evil deeds to ac­
complis h His pu r poses. T he bu ilders obvious ly cor ­
t·espond to t he husba nd mC'n. T hough t hey perceived 
that li e spoke of I hem, they went ahead \\'ith their 
desire lo ,;lay Him. 

Th e Lesson~>: It is evident f rom the parable thai 
posse~sion of the vineya rd \\'aS not pet·manent and ir­
rc\'ocnblc. The .Je\\'s themsch·cs recognized the foolish­
ness of allowing the vineyard to be possessed by those 
who consistently refused to bl'ing forth the fruits 
thereof. It was not taken from them to be r eturned to 
them at n later dale. Rather i t wtls g iven to a "na­
tion" which would bt•in .l{ forth fruit. 'l'hnt nation is 
lhe ''holy na ti on," called from 11 1110ng a ll people. 

As a nation, t he J ews were indeed a fortunate peo­
ple. It was to them that God had r evealed II is will fot· 
mankind. H is holy law was itt their posse::;sion. Through 
many prophets they had the blu eprint to God's plan 
for the al{es . . -\11 these privileges were given to prepare 
them for the Culncss of God's blessing. It is only na­
tu ral, the t·cforc, that. God should expect them to re­
ceive llis Son. When thcv would not have "this man 
rciA"n' ' C)\'er them. God g~ive this kingdom to the "holy 

(Continued on last pugc) 
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Lesson 4 7 - Aug ust 24 

A CERTAIN KING 
DAILY READIN GS: 
MondrqJ: 
1'·uesdny: 
W ednesllay : 
'1' II I( I'll dill/: 
Friday: 
Saturday: 
Sunday: 

Matthew 22:1-1-1 
Matthew 10:1-15 
Act:; :1: 12-4 :3; 5 :40,4 1 
Acls J :~ :2G-48 
Acts 18: l-17 
Acts 28: 16-31 
Luke 2 l :5-24 

MEMORY VERSE: 
Be it known lhcreforP unto you, that the salva­

tion of God is Sl'11l unto llu• Gmttiles, and that they 
will lu•ar il ( AclH 28 :28) . 

INTRODUCTION: 

DiA'crent leaching!! t·cga rding- Lhe kingdom of God 
arc ~ri,·en in different parable:;. Where one pat·able 
describes the historical setting of the kingdom, another 
concerns itself with leaching on its inner nature. Still 
another parable may he given lo describe lhe charac­
lct·islicll of the kingdom and a sepa t·a te pamble may 
be used to show the various reactions of people to its 
pt·eaching. Each parable has its own message. IL is an 
error Lo tt·v and fore!' conespondence between parables 
as to sLrucl:ure, deta il , or messagP. Each musL be studied 
for the particular lesson Ot' LruLh iL t·even ls r cl{lll'lling 
lhe kingdom. 

LESSON NOTES : 
'l'hc Call: I n the pat·ablc of the wedding of lhe 

kitJS~'s son , J esus was describing the reception given 
the preaching of lhe kingdom among those to whom 
it was first preached and theu goes on to prophesy 
God's response to lhis t·cccption. Three major sections 
are evident in the parable (sec Matt. 22: L- L4) . In the 
first section, t he Lord showed how the message of the 
kingdom was rccrivcd. Next, li e described the t·euc­
lion of the "king" l.o lhis respom;c. In the th ird sec­
Lion, lcRt Lhcrc be an.v wrong" impression.-;, the Lord 
shows how the eligibility for lhe kingdom does not 
change despite the change in guests. Remember that 
this parable was taught during the last week of the 
Lord's li fc when thl' ntlcl'S of illl'acl had a lt·endy made 
firm their decision to execute .Jel!us. 

l\Iuch of the parable is clothed in CLLstom:> familiar 
to that particular clay and cultu t·e. Wedding invita­
tions, we arc told, were sent out in advance, nnd a guest 
list compiled. This iH no diffe ront from today. What is 
tlifl'erent is that on Lhe day of the wedd ing-, messenget·s 
or "servants" were sent out to "call them that were 
( JWe\'iously ) bidden to lhe wcdcl i ng." It was as incon­
ceivable to Lhc Lord's hem·en;, aH it is to us today, I hat 
these hono1·cd guests would have reacted as they did 
to these messengers. Certain ly the one e\·ent for 
which all schedules should ha\'(• been rearranged would 
ha\'e been the weddinA" of the ldnA"'::> son. Ha,·ing had 
an invi!nlion so much in advance, it was nothing shor t 
or contempt to turn one's buck so casuallv on Lhis 
high!~, privileged social honor. Try to imagine a per­
son refu:;ing to attend n wending of a child of Lhe 
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President at the White House ot· of the son of Queen 
Elizabeth at Buckingham Palace! U was this point 
which Jesus wanted to make in this parable. 

The contrast of activities they reg:ll'ded as being 
mot·c important emphasi7.cs lhe contempt they had for 
thill "once-in-a-lifetime" opportunity. Fat·ms and busi­
ness, that is, the it· clay-lo-day activities, were more im­
portant t han this g reat event. Some went so fa t· as 
to s how their hat t·cd for the king by s laying hiH mes­
sengers. Prophet ically, t lw l.ord then told what the 
king would do to the citi7.cn:; of such a city. 

Thr Guests: The lack of interest among the hon­
ored guests did not cause the wedding to be cancelled 
ot· postponed. The wedding was "ready." and nothing 
was going lo pt·e,•en l it ( ,., 8). Olhet· guests wet·e 
sought. and im·ited to join in this g rand event. Note 
that in this second scene of the parable ( vv. 8-10 ), the 
servan ts a re directed not lo nny parti cular people but 
to any and all, as many as would come, both goocl and 
bad, and told to invite them "lo the marriage." i\ lnny 
responded, and the wedding was fu rnished with guests. 

Now comes an interesting scene in the pamblo ( vv. 
J 1-14 ). It is said by some I haL it is customary in cer­
tain oriental countries for the hos t to provide "wedding 
garments" for the guests. Whether this is so or not 
cannot be proven conclusively. Howe\'er, the action of 
lhe "king" did not su rpri !-1(' lhe hearers of the parable, 
nor clicl it seem lo strike them as arbitrary and unjust. 
\Vhatc,·er the custom. one of the gue::;ls was found 
wi thout a ~,·edding garment. upon the inspection of the 
king himself ( vv. 11,12). The guest's s pecchlcsHncss 
indical<':> t hat he had no excuse Lo offer itt his behalf. 
To show that the ioiland(lnt.~ for admittance clid nol 
change despite the "whosoevet· will," Jesus ended II is 
parable b~· haYing lhe king instruct a servant lo bind 
the unprepared guest and cast him ft·om the occasion. 
Note that. the place withoullhe kingdom is called "oute r 
darkne:;:;" ( , .. 1:~ ). 

The Lesson!! : This parable describes the period of 
hi stor~· from the preaching of John the Baptist. to the 
destruction of Jerusalem. rn adcl ition, it has an appli­
cation, t:crtainly, t.o ou r owrt day, for the invilalion 
sti ll goes out to enter the kingdom. All of the ori ginal 
preaching of the kingdom was to the .Jews only, lhe 
original "guest li sl." Specific instructions were l{ivcn 
to t he disciples when t he.v wc1·e ;;ent out to preach 
the al'l'i\•al of the kingdom, that, the~· were not to go 
to the Samaritans or Gentiles but only to the "lost 
sheep of the house of Js rncl" ( Matt. 10 :5,6) . Luter. 
the apostles followed the same pattem until it became 
evident that the Jews had turned their back on "ever­
lasting life." Then the in\'itation went to the Gentiles 
(sec Acts 13 :46; 18:6; 28:28 ) . The Lord in His in­
structions gave dire warning to those "cities" which 
would not. r eceive the words of the disciples ( M.at.L. 
10 :14,15) . All of this was fu lfilled itt history. 

Two ways arc seen in the parable of missing lhe 
kingdom. The first is to be so preoccupi ed with ea r thly 
things that no time is availuhlc for it. Nothing is more 
important to a man than his sou l. The kingdom is 
eternal: t hings of this world pass away. "What shall 
it profit a man to gain the whole world and lose his 
own soul'!" (Sec also )fall. G ::~:J. ) The second wny of 
missing the kingdom is to deceive ourselves into th ink­
ing that, we arc fit for the kingdom in our own ri!(ht­
eousness. There is but one wot·thy standard, the right­
eousness of Chrisl, which is j.(ivcn us by faith in llim. 
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Lesson 48 - August 31 

DESTRUCTION OF 
JERUSALEM 
DAILY READINGS: 

Mmul ttJJ: 
'1'11 (',qc{(l]j: 

II' edne.~dny : 
T h II 1'.9d01/ : 

Friday: 
Sa I urda11: 
Swulfty: 

l\la t thew 2:~ : I =~-:l!) 
.MaLl hew 2•1 : L -25 
:\lark 13 :1-23 
Lul<e 21 :5-24 
1 Thessalonia ns 2: 1-Hi 
Deuteronomy 28 : 15-114 
Deuteronomy 28 :45-68 

MEMORY VERSE: 
0 .lr•l·tu;alem, J enawl r m, thou that killr.~ t iiH' 

prophets, ancl stone::;t them. which o1·e 8ent unto thee, 
how often tt·ould I ltnve {Jalltrrrd tlt 71 childnm to­
yrtltrr, l't>~n 11s rt h1'n ya //t ('I'(' IJ~ lt l' l' c·ltick<'n.s under 
her wing.~. and ye u•otlid no/! Behold, yow· hou.~e i.'! 
left unto you drsola/C' ( Matthew 2a :37,38 ) . 

INTRODUCTION : 

On more than one occasion. 1.'ilhe1· directly or in­
directly, the Lord, addressing the J ews, especially 
t heir rulers . the Pharisees in particu lar, spoke of 
t he dcstt·uction which would come upon t hem for the ir 
rejection of Him. 'l'h is occulTed with incrensin~ f re­
qu ency towards the end of the Lord's life a s t he plan 
of the rulers of the Jews became more and more evi­
dent. All of these prophecies culminated in the one 
given during the final week of the Lord's life. Nevt.' r 
were more dreadful words spoken to any nation thnn 
those which the Lord publicly addressed to the Phal·i­
sees just da~·s be fore the crucifixion ( ~latt. 23 :29-39 ) . 
On the same day in which Ht• publici~· declared, "B(•· 
hold, you1· house is lefl desolate," He privately in­
structed a chosen f ew disciples of the s ig ns r elatin g 
lo lhe destruction of J erusa lem. 

LESSON NOTES : 

The Teaching : At the time of the Lord's t eachin g 
lo Peter. James .. r ohn. and Andrew (:\la1·k l 3 :3 ) , there 
was ab~olulely no siJ:rn of any potential d<lii){Cl' to Jeru­
salem. The land was 1·elati\'cl~· peaceful, and t here were 
no disturbances which would lhn~atcn the safety of 
J erusalem. The temple i tsel r, we are told. was con­
structed of s ingle stones which were over t hirty f eet 
lon l( all{) eiKht feet square. No wonde1· the disciples 
wondered how such an Nli face could be completely 
leveled to the ground. F ut· ther it is safe to assume that 
in the ir minds such a thing' could only occu r at the 
"e nd of the wol'ld" ( i\latl. 24: 1-~) . 

Two questions were asked h~· IIH• disciples nnd both 
were ans wered by the Lord in what is known lo us ns 
the "Olh·et Discourse" P latt 24 :4-25) . Occasionally 
it is difllcull to sor t out which of the two questions his 
statement answered. Also, il is possible that an e\'ent 
to occur in answe1· to the fi1·st que:;lion was also sym­
bolic of that which would occur in the g reater event 
of the "end of the world." 'rhe two questions were, 
"When :;ha ll these th ing:; be?" ( i.t' ., the des truction of 

the temple ) and, "\\"hnt sh:tll bt.• the :;il{n of Thv com-
i Ill', and of the end of the world'!" ( v. :3 ) . · 

1n answer to these qut•st ions, the Lord, generally 
speaking. confined his answer to the first question first 
and the second question last. This explanat ion \\'liS 

){iv<.'n to lhe disciples lo W/1 1'11 them(\·. I G) . Conclus ivt• 
proof' ex ists to state that l.Jccausc t he disciples were so 
forewarned not one of the "elect," i.e. the Chrislians, 
di ed in .J erusalem although owr one million Jews per­
ishNl in the destruction of .Je nu.;alcm. 

'/'II(• P11l{lllmen /: Two sources provide the histor ical 
proof t hnt what the Lord snid would happen. did hap­
pen. The firs t is the Bible, and the second is a his­
torian n:tmed Josephus, who actually par ticipated in 
the rebellion which forced Rome to deslrov lhc citv. 

Almost point for point the Lord's prophecy c1;n 
be proved to have been fulfi lled us ing these two sout·­
ces. Onl.r a few can be gi\'t•n here. All of the fulfillment 
of lhe lit·~; t question occurred iu the period f rom :HJ 
A.D. to 70 A.D . when the destruction of .)e t·usalcm 
was complete. This pc1·iod proved to ue one of lhe moi:il 
troublesome in the Roman empire, with nat ion ris ing 
against nation and fparfu l wa1·s and rumors of war 
fillin){ th t• nlmosphere cvv. {i,7) . Il was durin){ this pe­
riod th:tt the disciple,.; preached the ){ospel of the king­
dom in all the world ( \' . 14 ), and when they were 
cleli\'cred up to be affik1ed of the authorities and haled 
of all nations for the :mkc of the Lord's name ( \'\'. 
9.10). It was dul'in){ this pl•riod lhal the g reat pcrsecu· 
lion of Nero's r eign occulTed. 

'l'hC' "abom ination of desolation" men tion ed in Mat­
thew 2>1: 15 iH descri bed lli:i :;eeinl{ " .l t' rusalem com­
passed with armies' ' in Lukt' 21 :20. To the J ews, ii 
was the Roman army. part.icu lal'l.v with the ir ~raven 
inHtKe;; , which was "the abomination ." This occu rred 
in (i(j A.D. when the ,Jews r evolt ed a){ainst the yol<e 
of Home. Tht' Roman m·m~· immt'dialcly surrouncl<'d 
the cit~· to quell the distu rbance. During t he next fout· 
yea rs there was great tribulation, such as was not since 
the bel{inn inJC of the world ( Matt. 24 :21 ) . Liter ally 
l housaucls were s lain cvct',\' dH,\' as t he Roman siege 
brought famine lo the cil y and mnde barbarians of its 
inhabitants. In the city of Cae!;at·ca we a rc told that 
over 20,000 J ews were killed in one hour. At one point 
the ~; iegu wns moment at·i ly nud mir:u..:u lou:sl.v li ftcd, 
a llow ing those who had !wen forewnrned to "nee into 
the mountains." Later the Roman nnnics returned in 
increased fury until t he entir e cit~· was laid fiat in 70 
A.D. The fiual s iege was madt• by Titus. It began al 
the feast of Passo\·e1· wh<'u llw city was filled with in­
hnbilants . Josephus assure:; us tha t there werC' 
1.100.000 who pe1·ished in this sie){e and 97,000 cnp­
tured. many of whom were :;old in Egypt. as slaves (see 
DcuL 2R :49-68) . The temple itself was set on fire and 
complell'ly destroyed a s Lhc Lord '~; prophecy was 
lite rally fu lfilled. J osephus ful'lhe1 · adds that the "mul­
t itude o (' those that peris hed C:l'Cil l•d c d (l/l /.he d eStT·UC­
tioll.~ that cilhl'r men o1· God ever fought UJIOII tltr 
world." 'l'hese words con espond almost directly with 
the Lol'<l's description of that "great t l'ibulalion" 
which would come on His people. 

'J'Itc f ,l'::;sons : \Yhat an example we ha\·e here of the 
lhorousrhness of God's juchtmenls. It was nol the Lord':; 
desi re lo punish His chosen ones in this way. Often . 
He woulcl ha\·e gathered them as a hen her chic]<:;, 

{Continued on lost page) 
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Lesson 49 - September 7 

THE LION OF JUDAH 
DAILY READINGS: 

Mondny : Revelation 1 
Tuesday: Ren•lation 2 
W11dnesduy : Revelat ion " .. 
'1' lmrsday: Revcla lion 4 
F1·iday : Revelation 5 
Saturdny: Revelation () 

Sunday : Revelation 7 

MEMORY VERSE : 
And one of thC' elder.~ saith mtto 111 1' , Weep not: 

IH:hold, f.he Uon of t ho /,,·ibe of .Judah, the Root of 
David hath 7Jret•ailrd to open the book, ancl to loose 
t he se;J(Jn seals th ll?'l30 I ( Revelation 5 :5) . 

INTRODUCTION : 

After an attempt to execute the Apostle John wa: 
s upernaturally thwartl!d, t he Roman emperor banished 
him to the is le of Palmo:; "fo r t he word of God, and 
.for the test imony of J e:;us Christ." [twas du l'in g Lhis 
lime of ex ile that God gave to John The Rrvela lion of 
Jesus Ch1·ist and commanded him to record it . The book 
draws back the curtain from t he spiri tual \\'orld aud 
shows the inscp:tl'llblc r elations hi p of lhaL world to 
the events that lake place on lhe ear t h. Ch rist is re­
vealed as t he Ruler of all the ear t h, the "Lion of t he 
t ri be of Judah." Right at the St<wt, a b lessing is pl·om­
iscd to those who will r ead and keep the sayings of 
this book. If, instead of trying to fi~eurc out lhe my!'i­
lcl'ious passages, we will first read the book fo r its 
simple instructions, we will be better able to under­
stand the deCJ)er th ings. 

LESSON NOTES : 

Th e Clmn:hes : Th e Apostle John used hi~ exi le to 
good advantage. He obvious ly spent t ime waitinS< on 
lhe Lord. He "was in Lhe Spi t·i t on the Lord's day" 
when he heard t he vo ice of Jesus dircclitt g him lo 
w rite the vision he was about to see, and send it lo 
·lhe seven assemblies in Asia. W hen John tu t·ned to 
sec the Speaker, he was :;lunncd and fell at the feel 
of t he gloril'icd Cht·ist. He saw the Lord walk ing in t he 
midst. of seven golden candlesticks and holding seven 
stars in His ri ght hand. As in His parables . Christ's 
own in terpretation at the very beginning g ives us t he 
ke~· o f' in ter pretation, making it obvious thul many 
things in it are in symbolic form. 

The messages given to John were to be sent to the 
seven assemblies named. Each of t he messages is in­
troduced by a descri pl. ion of some character istic of 
Jesus . Each is fo llowed by n promise, conditi oned by 
an admonition to overcome. With two of the churches 
the Lord finds no fault. Smyrna is commended fo r its 
faithfu lness and perseverance in the midst. of adverse 
circumstances and persecution . 'rhc Philade lphian as­
sembl.v is approved fo r "keeping the word o( My pa­
tience." 

Of t he llvc churches r ebuked by t he Lord, Pergamos 
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and 'l'hynti ra are admonished lo repent of uncleanness. 
a nd it is at least implied that ma ny in Sardis were 
"defiled." The Ephesians arc warned that a lthough 
their works continue unal>ated fo r t he Lord, t he ir love 
fo r .J esuR has lost. the wonder of its fi rst awakening. 
Sardis is r eproved fo r not living up to its profession, 
while the Laodicean church has grown so lukewa rm 
that. the Lord threatens to spue it out of His mouth. 
Each letter concludes with a n injunction to hear what 
the Spirit. has said to them . 

'l'he Uon of J11clah : This title is probably inspired by 
the p1·ophetic blessing given by J acob to his s~n Jud.ah 
(sec Gen. 49:9,10) . lt ill ust t·ates the nuthonty wtth 
which the Lord governs the ear th and the chun:h and 
descr ibes one of His pl'ima ry characteristics. We have 
a lready seen Him in t his capacity walking in t he midst 
of the seven churches, discerning repr ovin g, commend­
ing, and warning them. Now 1-ii" authority is mani­
fested in Lhe /t ea urn lies. When none in heaven or ear th 
was able to open OJ' even to look on t he book in t he 
hand of Him that sal on the t hrone, "Lhe L ion of the 
t ri be of .Tudah, the Root of David ... prevai led t?,open 
the book and lo loose the seven seals thereof. All 
heaven rejoices. 'l'he fou r livin g creatures and the f?u r 
and twenb· elders fa ll down before the Lord, havmg 
incense. r~prcsenting the prayer!> of t he sa ints. They 
li fL their voices with Len thou~nnd times ten thousand 
angels, and thousa nds of t housands saying: "Worthy 
is the Lamb ... " (sec Rev. 5 : 12) . 

The Lord is now in absolute control. He looses each 
s uccessive seal. li e is no~ workin g a im lessly. The goal 
is to seal (separate) t he t rue church, judge the apostate 
church, destroy t he wicked out of the earth by a se­
ries of judgments, and, finall y, to casl Satan and his 
hordes into the lake of fire. "Then s hall the righteous 
shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their FathCJ·" 
(lviatl. l :3 :43 ) . 'fhen, lhc prophetic song of' the fou r 
li ving creatures nnd the four and twenty elders wi ll 
be fu lfill ed, "And we sha ll reign on the earth" ( Rev. 
5: 10) . 

1'he Lesson.~ : 'I'he Lord's fi rst. concern is for His 
church. H is wamings to the seven assemblies of Asia 
a re as up-to-date as tomorrow morning's ne\\'spaper. 
Man.v churches which were born in Holy Ghost fire 
have lost lhcir first love, fai l to li ve up lo t heit· pro­
fession, indeed, h<\Ve become so lukewarm that they 
a re content to live in the deceptive smoke of r eligious 
activi tv never r eali zinl! that the Lord is outside their 
door. \ve must be vig ilant tha t. involvement in church 
activities and even lhe work of the Lord never displaces 
our fervent l'irst love fo r Himself . 

In this permissive era of "the pill ," theologians of 
many church g roups a re rcwrilinl! theit· mornl stand­
ards Lo con form to the prevnlent moral and social stand­
ards. Wha t could be more timely than the Lord's stem 
warning against forn ication and uncleanness to the 
churches of P ergamos and Thyatira? Christ's stand­
a rd is unchanged. It is absolu te puri ty (see 1\I.Iatt. 
5 : 27-82) . If we "keep lhe word of H is pa tience, He wi ll 
keep us from the hout· of temptat ion ( trial) which 
sha ll come upon all the \\'orld." 

As the seuls n rc loosed, Lhe lrumpcls sounded, a nd 
lhe Yia ls of wrath poured out, it is important that we 
hide in H im and r emember that "the Lion of the tribe 
of Judah" holds the sceptre. We need noL fea r, for a ll 
these events a rc under H is control. 



Lesson 50 - Sep tember 14 

THE LAMB 
DAILY READ INGS: 
Monda,y : 
Tuesday: 
W cd11 f!t;day : 
ThurxdcLy : 
F'?·idct1! : 
Sa,tm·day: 
Sunday : 

Revelat ion 8 
Revelation 9 
R evelation 10 
Revelation 11 
Revelation 12 
Revelation 13 
Revelat ion 14 

MEMORY VERSE: 
These m·e they which w e't'e not clejilf'd w i th 

women; fo1· Uwy a1·e 1n'?·yins. Th ese ltl'f' t,hey which 
f ollow thl' Lamb u•hithrrsoevl'1' he goeth. Th f'Se w er e 
1'<Uleemecl fnnn wm ong men, bein{l the fi.i'lllfruits 
unto God ancl to the Lamb (R evelation 14:4 ) . 

INTRODUCTION: 
The first acceptable sacrifice mentioned in the Bible 

was the lamb which Abel offered from his flock. For 
the Passover t he children of Israel killed a lamb. lts 
blood was sprinklcrl upon t he doorposts and lin tel to pro­
tect them fo r the death angel, and it was by feeding on 
the passover lamb that they obtained str eng th for t he 
flight from Egypt. The5e all wer e typ es of "the Lamb 
of Got!, slain from t he founda t ion of t he wol'ld.' ' LiU:Ie 
wonder then that J ohn the Baptis t int1·oduces J esus 
by cr y ing, "Behold, the Lamb of God!" (See J ohn 1 :29. ) 
No doubt i t wa s the Apostle ,John, the a u thor of Re­
velation, who was Andr ew's companion when two of 
t he disciples of J ohn the Baptis t became t he first fol ­
lowers of the Lamb ( sec John 1 :35-42) . 

LESSON NOTES: 
'l'he Sflcri{icial Lamb: Over and over again through­

out t he Book of Revelation heaven resounds with 
praises to the Lamb. Salvation a nd redemption are 
t he themes of these outbursts of g lor y. A g r eat mu lti­
tude which no man cou ld number of e\'ery tri be and 
longue a nd nation, clothed in white I'Obes and wnvin g 
palms, stands before the t hrone and the Lamb crying 
with a loud voice, "Salvat ion un to our God who sitteth 
on the throne and unto the Lamb" ( Rev. 7:9-10) . It 
was revea led to John that thi s multit.ude wh ich had 
come out of g r eat t ribulation hnd "was hed t heir robes 
a nd made them w hite in t.he blood of the Lamb." Now 
it was the Lamb, act.ing as a Shepherd, who was to 
feed them and to " lead them un to living fo un ta ins of 
watel'.'' 

Redemption is the theme of t he new song of the 
four living creatures ancl the four and twenty elder s 
whe n t.he Lamb takes the book and p repares to open 
i ts seals. "Thou art. wo1·th,\· .. . for Thou wast s la in , 
and has r edeemed us to God by Thy blood . .. " ( 5:9 ) . 
Anot her vers ion uses t he word "purchased" in place of 
" redeemed." 'l' he hund1·ed and for ty-fou r thousand, 
which stood with t he Lamb on Mount Zion, sang a new 
song which none could learn but. those who were "re­
deemed f r om the ear th" ( 14 :3) . 

The pr imary characteristic of the Lamb i;; sac,·ifi­
cial. He took our sins and s icknesses upon Himself, bore 

t hem to Calvary, a nd there took ou r punishmen t, r c­
deeminA" us from the wor ld and i t:; Pri nce, and r ec­
onciling us to God. 

Th e ll'rath of the Lamb : T o the ungodly t he Lamb 
appenrs in another charnctc r. '!'he kings and g re<ll men 
of the wol'ld cry for the rocks and the mountainH to 
fa ll on them to hide them from t he wrath of the Lamb 
( G: 15-17 ) . Those a lso who worshipped the beast and 
received his mark a r c tormented wi th fi re and br im­
:;tone in the presence of the Lam b ( 14 :10 ) . The ten 
kings who g ive their power to the beast are overcome 
as the Lamb leads the "called and chosen and fai thful" 
in war against them (17 : 14 ). 

Marl'ia ue of Ut e L mn b : The Lamb is a lso portrayed 
aR a bridegroom (l !l :7 ). The bride is s hown to J'ohn 
in t he form of the New Jerusalem coming down out of 
hea ven f rom God ( 21 :!l-10) . We are told that t he b1·ide 
has made he1·self r eady and that she is dressed in fine 
white linen representin g the righteousness of sa int:-; 
(see 1 !l : 7-8) . 

Les.~cms : We are c:d led to be followers of the Lamb . 
. rust as th e primary characteri>;tic of the Lamb of God 
was to humble IIimsclf and become "obed ient unto 
deal h, even t he death of t he cr oss,' ' so we a r e called 
upon to obey His commandmen ts which w ill lead to the 
crucifixion of the self- life. We a re told t hat th e hun­
dred and forty-fou1· thousand which stood wi th t he 
Lamb on l\[ounl Zion "are they t hat follow the Lamb 
whi thersoever He goeth" ( 14 :4) . These fo llowers were 
pure, r edeemed from among men, in t heir mouth was 
found no g uile, and they were without f aul t before the 
th rone of God. 

ll was a long jou1·ney from t he banks of J ordan to 
the marriage supper of the Lamb. The squabbling band 
of disciples that began to fo llow Jesus from the begin­
ning were not a ,·er y prom is ing group. But t hey con­
tinued with Him. 

Many other s began to follow t he Lamb but fe ll by 
the ways ide for one rea son or another. The l'ich young 
ru lc1· loved his possesRions too much. The crowds who 
fo llowed Chris t. fo r the loaves and tishes melted away 
when He spoke of self-den ial. But when a ll others fo r­
sook H im, the twelve disciple:; remained faithful. When 
the Lord as ked if they wou ld go away a lso, P eter re­
:;ponded, "To whom ;:;hall we go ? Thou hast words of 
eternal li fe." Although .Judas f'n iled and the others 
wavered at the crucifixion the eleven l'emuin ing dis­
ciples followed t he resurr~cted Lamb for fort~· days. 
When t he Holy Spir i t f ell on t hem, they we1·e mightily 
changed. Their lives became living sacrifices. One by 
one they fu lfill ed t heir courses, r eceived their crowns, 
and took their places as f oundation stone:; in the New 
J e1·usalem which is descr ibed as "the Lamb's wife." 

The pattern is clea1·. We heat· the good news : "Be­
hold, t he Lamb of God !" and begin to follow .J csus. 
He manifests His glol'Y to us a nd s tep by step leads 
us to t he cross where we arc crucified with Him. As 
we obey His eommandments we arc loosed f r om Sa­
tan 's s hacldes nne! sea led with Hi:; H oly Spi1·i t. 

The enemy of :;elf 01· fl esh may rage, hut we may 
over come by "the blood of the Lamb and the word of 
our testimony.'' Tt mea ns ou 1· own life also. Bu t fol­
low in g lhe Lamb does not end with dea th . There fo l­
lows the power of His r eHurrcction and fina lly t he g r eat 
marriage where we are made one with the Lamb, ou r 
heavenly Bridegroom. '!'he way is not h;wd. He said, 

(Con tinued on last pngc) 
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Lesson 5 1 - Septe mber 21 

THE CONQUERING WORD 
DAILY READINGS : 

M onday : Re,·elation l5 
'l'11 esday : Revelation lG 
II ' rdne.<~tiau : Re,·elation 17 
'l' ltiii'Sd(l II: Re\'e In lion 18 
Friduu: Revelation I!) 
S((/UI'day: Revelation 20 
Sunday: Re,·elnlion 2L 

MEMORY VERSE: 
And I hern·d as it were the voice of a {JI'I'at 

mltltillldr, and oli lite voice of many H'al r rs, and rN; 

1/t r voit'l' of miyhly llumdcrinus, Nayinu, Alleluia: 
for l/11' f,onl God om ll i polt·nt l'l'if}u etlt ( R(~V. 1!) :G ) . 

INTRODUCT IO N: 

The Rrvelati on of J esus Chdst is a clcsct·iption of 
the t ri umph of the forces of r ighteousness over the 
fot·ces of evil. rt shows in detail the final vict.ory of 
lht• \\'ore! of Gocl O\'et· the lie of the dedi. .J esus Chri:<t 
was manif<'s led to clestroy the wol'l<:; of the devil. Hi,; 
triumph wi ll be complete only when a ll Lhc hosts of 
Satan are permanently and completely put out of the 
wa~· . Thi,; is the conquest we read ahout in Re,·elalion. 

LESSON NOTES: 

Sevrn Last Ploy?le.'! : Several chaplet's descri be what 
.John calll•d "a s iren in hNlVcrt" which consi,;ted of se\'en 
an)(els l or messt•nger:; ) having t he seven last plasnws. 
Thc:;e \\'(' re to be· usee! to execute the fina l wt·ath of 
God upon s in (Rev. 15:1 ) . Evil is completely sm itten 
through the judsnnent coming from t hese ,;e,·en vials. 
Following- the fir:-~L four pln gut•s, ni l of which produce 
t t•tTible physical s utrel'i ng, we find s in fu I man st i II 
unrepentant and continuing to blaspheme the name of 
God ( Hi:!) ) . 'rl1<' fifth plag ue wraps the kingdom of 
llw beast in complelc darkness causing it,; citizens to 
)(rww lh(.' ir ton)(tH's fot· pain. Despite thi!-i awful terror, 
Lhc.'' conlin ue to blaspheme God. 

Preparation f01· the final battle between the hosts 
of evil and the forces of righteouf!ness a rc made fo l­
lowirr)( lhe pou rin)( out of t he s ixth vial. The seventh 
vial pt·oduces the ovet·throw of Babylon with a voice 
from the throne ct·ying, "It is done" ( v. 17) . 

Chap I P I'S 17 and 18 are detailed descriptions of the 
na tu re of this city callt•cl Babylon and its fin<ll o\'er­
t hrow. 13nbylon s tands for the complete godlessness of 
hun~an nature. The "g reat whore" with whom the in­
hahttants of the wol'ld commit fornication is a not her 
t·e presentntion of the city of Babylon ( 17 :5 ) . 

Note lhat this "cit.y" is clothecl in mate rial splen­
d~ut· (17:4; .18 :11-16 ) . l\fnlel'ial linen· has always 
bhnd~d mankmd ~~~ to its t rue condition. Such splen­
dour ~s nol symbolic of God's ble11sin g. Tn one hour all 
tl11• ncl.wH of Babylon come to nough t (18:17). The 
gn•at ctt~· of Babylon is tht·own down to he found no 
more ( \'. 21 ) . 

The Word of God : Severn! names at·e given to the 
12 

Conquet'OI' in t he book of Revelation- the Lamh the 
Hl'idel(r·oom, the King of ldnl{s, etc. Among the m;mc):l 
~iven Him is "The Word of God'' ( 19 :13). Thi s is not 
a new name )(i,·en to the Lord. John in his gospel 
introduces Him as the Wot·cl who was from th e begin­
ning, by whom lhe world was CI'CIIted (John 1 : 1-5) . ll 
was thi :-~ Word which John in his epistle later called 
the Word of Life. This Word which was from the begin­
nin)!, came in to the world to be heard, :;cetl a nd hand­
led by sinful man, :md to bring life to th~se who re­
cch•cd it t l .John 1 :1,2 ) . 

I n the finrd triumph, the ridet· of the white horse 
bears the name. The Word of God. Following Him on 
white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, 
are the a rmi es of ht•avcn. P t·ocecding f t·om H is mouth 
iH a sharp s word with which the nations are s mitten allfl 
lhe wol'ld ruled . Thi:; sharp sword can be none other 
lhan Lhe Word of God which is qu ick, and powerful, 
und shut·pct· than 1111~· t.wo-eclgcd Rword ( Hcb. il :12 ) . 
In Ephesians the sword of the Spi rit is plaint~· called 
the Word of God ( 6:17) . 

War is made against this Rider and His armies 
( I!) :19 ). F r·om lhe ,·e r~· he!(inn ing in the Garden of 
Eden. Satan hus been warring agains t God's Word. 
lie attempts to bring it. into dis reput e and to cast 
doubt upon it. All of t he present. day attempts to dis­
credit God's Wot·d arc extens ions of this wal'fare. The 
hallie wi ll continut• unt il such time as the \\'ord s ln::s 
all wh o wn r against. it . 

Thr l-esson~ : Throughout the descl'i plions o f' the 
se,·en last plagues, on al least tht'ee occasions, there arc 
words clt•:;cri ptive of unci di rected lo a g roup of people 
other than those on whom the judgment wi ll fa ll. l!:ven 
as the plagues arc about to be poured out we see a host 
of those who hn,•e gotten the victot·,,· over the beast 
s inging :tncl pl'ltis in)( God ( Rev. 15:2,3 ) . This sug,~esb; 
at le;~st a victory over s in which can he enjoyed be­
fore •ts complete elimination. The people of Gorl are 
privileged to live now in the blessings of that final 
victorr. 

Just prior to thl' pouring out of the re,·cnl h vial. 
the Lord speaks to His own people wot·ds of admoni­
tion, "Behold, l come ns a thief" ( Re\'. 16:15). This 
is fo llowt•d with the word, "Blessed is he that walcheth, 
and k.eept't h his garments, lest he walk naked, and they 
Hee h1s s ham<•." These words echo the Lot·d's repeated 
fina l wnrn ings to His clisciples ( Malt. 24:42-44; 25: 
13 ) . There is a r eadiness and watchfulness required of 
God's r.eople that the~· might be prepm:ed nnd without 
Hhame 111 t hat day of wrath. 

Firtall~·. in the midst of the destruction of Ball\'­
lon, a voice ft·om hea,·en is again heard warning· a 
cer tain people, "Come out of he r , my people, that ye 
be not part<tkers of her s ins, and that .vc receive not 
of her plague!! ( Rev. 18 :-t ) . God's punis hment of s in 
docs not distin).fuis h between individuals . He wi ll not 
execute judgment upon the s inner and allow the same 
s in to go unnoticed in one who claims to be His. This 
~vou~d rnake u Lraves l.1· of God's righteous ness nnd 
JUSt ice. The call is clea t·. God wants llis people to come 
out .from a m.ong sinners and be separate. He wants us to 
avo1d touchtn g the unclean thing (2 Cor. 6 :17 ) . The 
lcmpta.t ion to partake of the glamor and splcnclol' of the 
world 1s constanll~· with us . We must remember that 
he t· r iches will come to nought. 'l'he final \' ictot'\' will 
be shared by those who follow the Lamb wholly ·those 
who "hear the Word of God and keep it" (Luke .1,1 :28). 



Lesson 52 - Septe mber 28 

THE END AND 

THE BEGINNING 

DAILY READINGS : 

Moll(la11: 
Tuesday : 
Wednesday : 
TIt u r.~dcty: 
Friday: 
Sa tu rda71: 
Smulcty: 

Hcvelnlion 19 
Revelation 20 
Revelation 21 
Revelation 22 
Genesi!l 1 
Genesis 2 
Genesis 3 

MEMORY VERSE : 
I am Alpha and Omega, the lwginnin{J and thl' 

en(L, the ji·rst and the lnst. Blesse£l cu·e th ey that do 
his commandments, that thl'y may have ri{Jhi to the 
11'1'(' of life, and may cnte1· in lhroi'[Jh iltt• gates into 
Uw city ( Rev. 22 :13,14 ) . 

INTRODUCTION: 

The unity of purpose and inspi t·a tion of the Bible 
is nowhere more clearlv illustrated than in a com­
parison of its first and ·last three chapters. The plan 
of God for IIi:-; c reation is totally fu lfilled in the book 
of Rcvelal ion in spil c of I he work of the devil lo 
destroy that purpose. A ll that was lost in Eden as a 
r esult of the subtilty of the Rcrpcttl. is restor ed in the 
end ns a r esult of the sacrifice and obedience of the 
Lamb. The t·encwed creation, under the dominion of 
the Lamb and His bri de, the chut·ch, totally fulfil tht.> 
plan and promise of God. Litlle wonder, then. that our 
Lord is so often characteri7.ed in this last. book of the 
Bible a s "the Alpha and Om<'JW, the be~inning and the 
end, the first and the last." 

LESSON NOTES: 

s,t,cm'N Wor/r.c; De.~ I royed: Death w11s the wa ):{l' 
Satan paid mankind for hearkening to his lies. When 
Satan deceived man into turning from the path of 
obed ience, he sta rted man carceninsr on a downward 
cout·sc filled with pain. suffc t·ing. s ickness. condemna­
tion and, finally, death. God had warned that disobe­
dience would bring death. When man failed to heed 
God's warning, death in all its \'Urying forms came 
upon huma nity. S ickness and su ffe ring, violence and 
mut·det· became man's portion. 

Christ came with a promi!le of eterna l life. He was 
mani ·fested to des troy t he works of the devil ( 1 John 
3 :8) . His power to accomplish this purpose was r e­
vealed throuKh H is hcalinl(s and lhc r eHu tTeclion of 
th ree individunls from the dead. Throul!h His own 
sacrificial death Jesus destroyed him that had the 
powct· of death, that is the de\'il (sec He b. 2:14 ). Paul 
names death as the last enE>m~· to be destroyed (!'ee 1 
Cor. 15 :26). Finally in the hook of Revelation we set• 
death destroyed forever : "And thPrc shall be no more 
death, neither :;onow, nor crying, neither shall there 
be any more pain: for the former things are passed 
awn.v" (ltev. 21 :-1 ) . 

Deception i:-; the very nature of Satan. Despite six 
thousand \'cars of frustration the world is sl.ill fol­
lowing Satan's original deception: the attempt to gain 
exull..'ltion through knowledl{c. This deception has led 
out· educational instil.utions in to chaos and all of hu­
manity to the brink of self-extennination . Today the 
knowledge of good and evi l in the wot'ld is more clouded 
than eve•· before. 

Realizin g t he inherent te ndency in man lo wor­
s hip. Satan deceived man into wot·shippittK t he worl<H 
of his own hands. Dumb idol ~:~ have been superseded by 
the more sophisticated idols of status and affluence. 
The master ~troke of Satan was to develop an apostate 
church which would dect>i\'C millions into trustin!{ in its 
sacrcdotal ri tuals rather than in the Saviou r Himself. 

Jes us Christ called Sat.nn the fathe r of lies (sec 
John 8 :44 ) . He pr oclaimed Himself as the t ruth. H e 
sent His npost.les, not to the schools of hi gher Jcarnin !{, 
but. to ,Jerusalem to Larry for the Holy Spiri t who 
would guide the m into truth. Itt the book of Revelation 
we see the deception destroyed, and fina lly, t he deceiver 
of the nations cast int o the lake of fire (see Re,·. 20: 
10 ) . Into the Holy City no lie may enter ( 21 :27). 

God's Pu1·posc Fulfilled: The purpose of creation 
wa:; that there might be, for the glory of God, a realm 
where God's Word would bv free choice r eign over 
man and thereby destroy Sa tun and all his hordes. A II 
was supplied in the Garden of Eden to make obedience 
easy. The re was abundance of fruit and herbs to 
sn lisf~· a ll man's hunger. God Ilim;;elf communed w ith 
man in the cool of the cvenin v,. Only one com manclme nl. 
wa s J.r iVl'll. Yet m a n fail ed in hi s very fi rst test. 

fmmcdiately God set into operation His plan of t·e­
demption and r eKeneration whereby man might escape 
Satan's dominion and receive supcl'llatural power lo 
obt·~· His commandment~. The Jaw was sri,·en to con­
vince God':-; people of the impossibility of righteousness 
lht·ough self-effort. The new and eternal CO\'enant was 
first promised and then sealed with the blood of Christ 
to endue man with in wa rd power to obey God's com­
mands. 

On the Day of Pentecost the Fnther gave lo t hose 
who had continued with Chri~t th e g ift of t he Holy 
Ghost. Now the W01·d was within them. The~· Rpokl~ 
llw word wilh bo ld rH'l'.~. Wp read rcpcalcdly, "So 
mightiJ_,, J{t'C\\' t he Word of God and prevai led." 

Finall~· in the R e,·clation we sec those who ha\'e 
" kept the Word of His patience" and overcome through 
thl' Word. wedded to the Lamb. Now all of God's pu r­
poses are fu lfilled. 

A new heaven and earth displace the old. The sun 
is no longer needed. for t he Lamb is the light, and 
t he re is no more night. ThP way lo the T ree of Life 
is no longer ba l'l·cd by flaming swot·ds but is in the 
midst of I he s treet of th e Ci ty. T he Rivet· of Li fc from 
the t hr one t•epluccs t he ri vet· proceeding from Eden. 
The curse is abolished. A ll thin gs a rc made new. In­
stead of commu nion i11 the cool of the even ing, God 
now dwells wilh His pLOp!(• collli nually. Sorrow an d 
dealh arc done away with. li t• who began the good work 
of cr eation has completely fulfilled His purpose. 

7'/te Dc:-woll.~: Since God has bt-gun the work of th{' 
new ct·eation '''<' must undrrstand that. lie intends lo 
finish that work. We were originally created in th1• 
image of God. \Vhen He returns we arc to be like 

(Continued on last pug-c) 
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(Continued fro rn page 1 ) 

dcnt ia ls . E terna l life is of much g r ea ter impor tance 
io the soul of man t han to whom he pays his taxes. T he 
J ews had los t ~ ight eornpletcly of l he nature of the 
Fa t her a nd tlw \\'Orks which would t t·uly cha racterize 
Hi s kingdom (John l O::n,38) . 

History has pr oven t he ins tabili ty of world em­
pires and go,·ernmen ts . The k ingdom of God differs 
f rom t,hesc other kin J.{ doms in tha t it can never be 
destroyed. 'l'hosc w ho t ht·ou J.{h fa i th in J esus Chris t 
becom~ citizens of this kingdom and continually heed 
t he ,·oice of t he K ing as sheep f ollowing a sheph erd 
w ill find that t hey have become h eirs Lo a kingdom 
wh ich is e l (~ rna l ( vv . 27-2!) ) . T h is k ingdom is one which 
doc;; not come \\'i l h outwar d obser \'a t ion (Luke 
17 :20,21 ) . It is not " meat and drink; bu t ri ght eous­
tlf';.;s , and peace. a nd joy in the H oly Ghos t" (Rom. 
Ill :17 ) . Dcspile t he man~· who refused to accept t his 
leachin g even in .1 csus ' day, t here were ma ny ot hers 
w ho beli eved in H im and entered the kingdom (John 
10 :42) . They didn't let somebody else's t heory of t he 
ki nJ.{clom pt·event them from en terin ~ in when it ca me. 

•I• .,. 
(Conti nued f rom page 2) 

tha i \\'c develop a good image ( Matl. 2~ : 5 ) . Pos it ions 
of leader ship a rc coveted becau>;e we enjoy t he hono•· 
a nd r espect w hich goes w ith them, not because we desire 
to lea d people to ser ve God better. W hen these mot ives 
become u ppermost a nd the desire lo plea se a nd ser ve 
God take second place ot· a r e not, cons ide red at all, then 
out· lives are as hypocl'i t ical as t he lives of t he 
P ha r isees . 

Over and over again, .J esus s truck ut the impor tance 
of' get,ti ng l he head rig hl with God (1\'lat t. l2 ::35: 
Hi :18,1!) ) . What good does it do if everybody com­
mends us and God condemns us ? On the other hand, 
if God honors us, it doc~n 't rnalter what man thinks. 
l l is by t he thoug hts of t he heart that God judJ.{cs us . 
The da nget· of the Pharisee is not so much t hat we 
f ool others, i t is t hat we fool ourselves. No b lindness 
is as dar k as t ha t which lives f or outward appea ra nces 
and a llows the soul t o h a rbor all sorts of in iqu i ty . 

* * * (Continued from page 3) 

based on compromise w ill produce a n empty f or m. 'Be­
wa r e of lhe doct r ine of the Sadducees. 

Mater ia lis m is t he inevitable outg rowth of any 
teaching which denies t he existence o f sp ir its or life 
after dea th . Conver sely, a s ou t· m inds g et mor e and 
more fill ed wi t h the things of thi ;.; earth. ou t· a ppre· 
ciation a nd desit·e for the thin!(s of God gr ow weaker 
a nd weaker. It is t rag ic tha t today many who ca ll 
t hemselves Ch r is t ians deny the ,·ery basis on which 
Chris t ia ni ty beJ.{a n . The virg in IJit 'lh is denied. Mirac le~> 
a r e explained in 11 na tura l way. E ven the cornet·s tonc 
of t he gospel, t he r esurrection of J esus. is r ejected a nd 
we a r e told t ha t " God is dead." Is t her e any wonder 
t hat the church is in conf us ion a nd mate ria lis m 
a bounds? Wha t hope docs Chris tia n i ty ofl'er i I' not. in 
t he t·esu tTCClion ? (See l Cor . 15 :12-19) . On t he oth er 
hand, if t he r esunect ion is a r ea l f act, th en how ear­
ne;.; l we ough t to be to seek t hose things w h ich have 
c,·crla s t ing value an d not be taken u p w ith those t h ings 
which wi ll pa ss away. God wants H is people to know 

both t he Scri ptures and t he powe r of God a nd to ex­
perience t heir rea li ty in their lives . Furt hermot·e, He 
wan ts His power to be man ifested so r ich ly among us 
t ha t the world will be able to " say nothing a!(a inst 
it" ( Acts 4 :14 ) . but wi ll be fo rced to acknowledge 
that there is a Gocl in heaven who car es fo 1· His chil­
dren. If our eyes are f ully on Him, t his experience 
can be ours . 

.. : .. ... •!_• . .. 
(Continued from page 4 ) 

euti1·e mission of the Lord was to iieek a nd save t hat 
w hich is los t. H is ent ire life was )( iven to th is purpose. 
The soul of ma n is h ig hly valued by God. All of heaven 
is joined in pu r pose w ith the Son and the Father in see­
in~ los t souls f ound. Shou ld i t not then be th e p rime 
gon l a nd desire of a ll who name the na me of J esus to 
be un iled with H im a lso in this purpose ? The Chris­
tia n loday nppears as t houg h he car es little about t he 
sou ls of others . It ou gh t to be the p raye r of every one 
who has cxpet·ienced the jO,\' of sa lva t ion t ha t he be 
g iven t he ~race to sha re t. his joy w ith others and to 
have a continual passion fo r t ha t wh ich causes all of 
h eaven t o r ejoice. The salva t ion o f sou ls should fulfill 
ou r joy. If it does n't, t hen we ou gh t to sea rch our own 
sou ls f ot· t he cause o f this lack . 

.•. 
·~ ... 

(Continued from page 7 ) 

nat ion ," composed of believing J ews and Gentiles, who 
would have His Son as their kin g a nd t hereby bring 
forth the f rui ts thereof. Bringing forth f t·uit is r ea lly 
the only cond it ion for having t he kin~dom. Chur ch 
membership, family heri tage, Lri b<! or l'llCe of people 
are no ~rou nds fo r ent r anee into o1· possess ion o f the 
kingdom . All t hese g ive a n added oppor t uni ty and 
pri vileg e, but. unless ·we a ct upon t hem the k in gdom 
will be ta ken f rom us . 

. .. 
•I' 

(Continued from page 9) 

bu t thev would nol. T hey tu r ned their back on God 
and the.ir exis tence li tera lly ceased to exist a fter 70 
A.D. We mig ht well ask, " What sha ll be t he end of 
t hem that obey not the gospel of God ?" ( 1 P et er 4: 17) 
It is t r uly a fearf ul thing to fa ll in the ha nds of t he liv­
ing God. T his need not be so if we y ield to Him. 

* 
. :,. ... 

(Continued f rom pag e 11) 

" I am the wa y." F ollowing the Lamb will lead us to t he 
g rea t marl'iage via t he way of the cross. 

(Continued from page 13) 

H im (see 1 John 3 :2) . I t is our dut y a s fo llowers of 
th e Lamb to overcome a ll th e works of Sat a n in us 
persona lly. The n t he Lo rd w ill be able to set us to 
conq uer and hasten His r etu r n. Vl e mus t keep the goa l 
in view and ru n t he race t hrough to the e nd. He has 
b egun t he good work, and He w ill complete i t if we 
wi ll be fa it hful to t he end. "He which tcstifiet h these 
thin gs sai th, Surely T come quickly .'' Let us r es pond, 
"Even so, come, Lor d Jesus." 


