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BREAD OF LIFE 

SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS 

TEACHINGS FROM THE WORD 

T illS IS 1/u• lhiid ({l'lll' fr·l'i/1 in Ill<' srrie.~ of Ui llie ,q / udil'~ ""lll'd "'l' r·urhillfiS F ro,,/ 'l'h 1· ll'o rd ."' Cnt•i•rill!l fl1 1' 

Hii!/1 • i11 IIIII ' !/('Ill', I h i-< .~ 11111!1 cmplllr siZI'.~ 1/u· do('(ritlltl f1 nth.~ (111111d ill Cod'.~ 1\ 'ul'ff. II II III ' IIIJJ{s {o fol­
Io/!' llu hi.<tiJii('lllll"n·ath•, of /It B ibi£ 111111 JII'ISII!I!! docl l'i111.~ 11s f/11 !/11/)JitOI' iu {Iiiii .~t' (/ll l'llrl . 

/ lisforit·nllullll lt·ssr111.~ 1Jf /hi:;; Qlllllftl til'( f'ltlll'l'lllnclt rlou flu l'fll'iirityaud 1111 /111 udrcnt of flu f! oly 

Sflil'il . Fo/lowi11!/ f11< jir.~/ 1!-.~.~~~~~ . !Chich i.~ 1111 1-:nsft' /' ltx.~llll, t/1'1' filii I" l r.~.~o11s 1111 Xl'llllrhat/1/l'::znr, J•.'z1 lt if•l, 

C!lll' -~. nml Z1 rubbabcl . .4/t/tllll!lh two of I li e~<< four arc not yodlu 111111, thei1· l il' l s lta1·e bCI/1 illdl•c/!'d in 
fh< B ibll' h1 t'flltsr of the siunijicrmt 1·olc11 tllf'l/ played in lhr hisloru of God'..~ lll'llf)l!. A .<:fllfi1/ of lh<'ir rtt­

lion.~ anrl I/IIJ/it•l.~ <'1111 II" hiuhlu pi'Ofitablt. 

The lt•x.~oll <Ill the " C:od/11 Fam ily" t·oincides Ieith M ollu ,.·s /) ny, " spccirtl da!f -~1'1 aside in the coli­

f i lii utul Cnit1d Stnl£11 to r·ommemm·otc 111111111 rs. It i11 filling thai "'' .~1•ch a rlrt1f /111 rery im por tant topic 
ol 1/11 hum•· 1/11(/ t/11 famiiJI tt.~ di:<t7t.~.-<ul 111 (;od'x \l'orcl lit• 1 mp/w,<i::l'fl. 

Tlt e l es11o11 011 th r "h irt/1 of the Spirit" is sequrncul ue.rt .~o I /tat it COIT<'SIJIIIUis Ieith Pt nfccosl Swt­
drt1J . T/ii.~ l e .~.<~m1 is fo /l(lwed litJ ~> i.r l t:s.~ous of a doctriual ila.~is on 1/t (' mini.sll·y of l/11' Spiri t . H'lu·n •-ver 

pos.~iMt' . ffrt•af C'lll'l' was l'.rt• rri.~ed to inclndc• iu the da i lu n•rttli1lfl·~ ,f lltr•se dodriual lc·.~.·wu.~ n•lllt•l·ia l (If an 

histori('(tf .~ .It illy :w as /11 Jllttl'ide 11 btt.~is for i11s fruct iou lo 11 /l lt!JI ·" ol th e S1111dtr!1 .~ 1'111wl. 

DICiuht L. Jloody our1 srtid, "[ nCI't ,. ·"IIIC a uscftl/ Christian who was ltnl a .~t11dent of th e Bible. I f 
11 1111111 lle{llrrl ll lt i.~ Hi bit•, ht· may pray and a.~k God to nst• him . but 1/111 c is 1/CI/ 111/t l'h for th e H oly Spirit to 

work 1oi l h . ll '1• ?11'1111( ha1Jt' th e Wo rd ifst•lf, wh ich is iihut'JII' I' /hall Will /w11-edyed ·"word. 1
' 

M oody himself e.l'TJI'I'ie llred th e JW1n'r of the ll'ord of r.od in his nwn life. / ,t•d to the /,ord. through 
hi11 Sunday .~rhool teach l'l', II<' latrr, at tiH llfJI of 2.'J , !Jarr· ltim:;l'lf tnfinly lo Chri.~lia11 xcrrict•. Altltmt {Jh i t 
teas plain that God'.Q haw/ wa.~ upon him, he !l t ' n.~ed that sOIIII' Ihinu wo.~ lackiny i11 ll ix ministry. /t'i11ally, il 

Ita.~ bl'uught to h i.~ attentiou that in.slecul of preach ing /h r. ll'onl, he 1cas 111Wu'llinu about the ll'ord. fi t' 

b"!lltn to su tul'(!t r himsel f with th e Bible, s tudying it f(lr li mo·.Q euch cloy, fi1Ul immt·dit~lely, ffl'tlll rhrmge 
wa.~ c•ttidN11 in his mini.~lr1J. H e /h en prwrh rd in th e pou·n· of flit• fl olu Spirit and wox liNer/ to !W'et•p tliousondx 

into tlt c f,"inutlom . Small 111111/dt' r that Moodu llf•tam e 11 !JI'eut. r.I"J)(II/1' 111 of B ible xturlu. 

No II'Cirlmwn eve•,· lcon!l1cl his trode !Jy 1n1 indilrl'l'nl l ami 1111inspired rtf)lJI'tiiU'h lo his 111111'/,·. Th t• 
s{ttdJI of the• LJillle i.~ no di/lt 1'1' 111. Th t• l'l 'illt lt.~ ore in pmporli1111 to flit t•O'nrt ' ·~'JII ' IItii'IL. 

Tlu •.<c hsson.~ 111'1' publisltecl by/lie Ridgcn·ood l~l'lltecostol Sund1111 Srl11wl, ,157 Harmon St . . B rooklyn , S. }', 
Adtln•xs c01'1'C'XJWI1dt•ncc 111 /' .0. Bo.1· G2, N. V . 11227 
Covr•r de.~i!Jn : 1/i/L Conpe1·. 
Price of Quartcl'iies : Siug/r copy - 50 cen t.~; l<'h·e o1· w o1·e - H5 cent.~ l'ftch (Pl'inlcd in llu• U.S.A. 1%8 ) . 
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LESSON 27 - APRIL 6 

EASTER 
DAILY READINGS : 

Jf cmday : 
Tuesday : 
ll't clnc.<;day: 
Tit Ill'.~ do y: 
Friday : 
Saturday: 
Sunday : 

MEMORY VERSE : 

:\lalthcw 26 :1 - LG 
1\lalthew 26 :17-:15 
.\lauhew 26: 36-56 
.\lalthew 26:57-75 
) I a lt hew 27 : 1 -5:~ 
:.\ lalthew 27:5-1-66 
~1 n tthew 28 

But now is Chri·.~t ri.~nl [r01n the dead. and brcmnt· 
ll11' jirRt[ruits of llt rm /hot .~/rpt (l Corinthian~ 15: 
20 ). 

INTRODUCTION: 
Jo'or a bou t l hc laiit s ix months of lfis ministry .J esus 

had ht'!!rl p t·t•pa r inJ.( II is disciples fo t· Hi s dt•a t h. ' l'hOUA'h 
He repeatedly spoke of !l is burial and resu tTcction. 
t.hcy cons i stent!~· r efused to believe H im. RiJ.( ht up to 
two days prior to t he crucifixion. Peter still dill not 
undct·stand the full import of the Lord's words con­
cel'll inA' this malle t· (st•e l\lall. 26 :Hl-3!1). H was n't 
until after the sismificanl events of P entecost lhat the 
riisciples r eal ized that the Lord's earth ly minist t·~·. from 
the 11f'I'Y bryinninu, hncl ht'e n planned to cu lmi nate in 
Hili cruel death nt the hands of those He canw to sav(' 
and was lo triumph a gain in Hi s r esurrect ion from the 
dead. 

LESSON NOTES: 
Sci:ed and Tried : The entire last week of thC' Lord's 

li fe is f ully chronicled in the Gospels. F r om a human 
stand point. il be$tnn in tri umph and ended in dis~ 1·ace. 
A:; pa r t of redemption's plan. it bCA':In in ll'iumph and 
ended in even g n •nle1· t l'iurnph. 

l<'ot· some lime t he ,J cwis h leaders souJ.( hL a way 
lo k ill J esus, for the~' wc1·e envious of His g reut pop­
ula rity wilh t he contmOit people ( J ohn 11 :5:1: 'Matt. 
27 :18). T he triumphal entry into J crusall•m ancl His 
au thot·ital ive ha ndling of the J ewi!:!h leaders in t he 
temple debate two days Inter gave even g reater l'Nison 
fo r H is exter mination. Il is populari ty at this l ime was 
a t its peak. however. which made it, cn:n mo re diflicul l 
to kill Hi m. Jer usalem was fast fi llin J.( u p with wol·sh ip­
pers f? r t he feast. 1\Ian y were comirw in f t·om Galilee, 
a pr ovmce wher e .Jesus was particularly popu lar. Know­
ing they ha d lo dispose of Him, yet feat·in$t a t umult. 
the leaders were t r·oul>lcd as to how they could accom­
plis h t heir evil motives. 

While the disciples were pr epar ing what tu rned 
ou L to IJe l he Lord '~; " last su pper " with them . . J udas 
was lll'gotinting 11 prict• to bet m~· the Lord. J udas ' act 
was not one of idcnlifyi ii A' who the Lon! wns : l'\'('1'\'­

hody kn ew. llim: IL \Va s that of giving t he nulho rili~s 
cau~e to s~rze Htm, for one of llis own br ou$tht chnt·ges 
a g-:llltHt H1~1. T ha t C)ll c of His own should a ccus<' Him 
t·~· td t·ntl.v cltd m uch lo infl ta•nce the populace. Thil'l r 
s tlve r s hekels were \\'OJ·th less than $25.00. the pl'ic.l' 
of :t s ltwe on the open ma rket. 'l'his p1·ice s hows .Tuclas' 
con lt•m pt for .Jesus. 

T hl• trial~' bcfot'l' tlw ~:tllhl·clrin. b1•fon• Pilah•. :tnd 

bt•fore 1 krod were nothing compa n •d to the trial at 
Gcthsemnnt>. I Cc•thsemane nwans oil p1·e~=- o1· olh·e ,·at 
in H ebrrw.) H was her e in ngunizi ng [Wayer l haL the 
entire \'iclory of Easter was won! Ins\ inctivel~· Jesus 
s hra nk from the bitter cup which was H is death. In 
a J.(n•at s lruJ.(J.(It· lie sa id . "Not. r\l v will but Thine lw 
done" P lat t. !W ::~9 ). Il is possibie lha't at. this time 
His Father assu red Him or His will inJ.(ness to supply 
J esus with t\\'t•h·e lcs.r ions o f an~ee l s if Jesus r eally 
wan ted thc•m but also wailed for Him to make Jlis 
own \'Oiuntar~· t·ommitml'ut and consecnrlion ( v. 5:~ ) . 

D efld ami .4/il'r : As predicted. the Lord was com­
p letely deser ted by a ll H is followe rs in H is hou1· of 
lWe<l. E ven boastful Peter fa iiPd miserablY. As tlw 
Lord's victory cau be LntcNI to Gethscma;1c, so thf.• 
cli:.;ciples' failt.tre can be li kew isl' l t·aced ther e. J esus 
"prayed throusrh'' and was victor: Peter and the others 
slept lhl'OUKh and we re late r dis$(' t'aced. How quickly 
temptation comes u pon us ! In our self-confideuce. wt• 
fnil to prny as the Lot·d tau~eht us. "Lead us not into 
temptation . but delive1· us f rom e\•il.'' It is the weak­
ness of tlt t' fl esh which we must (' \'e r be awa re of and 
which should keep us on our knt'l's in humble watch­
fu ln e:-~s and praye r . The wil lin g- rH'Hs of the spil'i t is not. 
sufl1cicnt to ovt•rcome the wealwelis of the fl esh . 

Despit' l he lack of convincing fa lse witnesses and 
despite Pi late's 0 \\' 11 hesila iiC\', .Tt•sus was ul t imatch · 
seul~uced to dif.•. Hi:; hon('s\ 'aclmi!'lsion that He wa~ 
the Son of God was considel'l'd bla!'\phcmy. Cru cifixiou 
was a Roman method of deat h and dissrt·nce. Bolh J ews 
and Romans. representati,·es of all mankind. enter NI 
into l he mocke t·~· a nd a bu!iP to which .Jesus \\'Hli suh­
j eclNI. I>(•Pp hat r('d for tlw right ('OUR Son of God i!'l 
seeu in Lhci t· t reatmeu t of l l im. 

HaviuJ.r buried Him in a rock-hewn tomb, g uai'(IH 
we1·e placNI at the tomb and the enlt·ance solidh· sealed 
specijicallu for lh • purpose of pre\'t•tt ti ng a "sto;-y'' that 
J esus was risen. Evidently the autho ri ties were morl' 
impressed with the claims of Jes us ' resul'l'ection t hnn 
t he disciples. Tt s hould be remembered that when the 
r esu rrcctio11 became a fact. the soldie rs were br ibed to 
say the,,· had been u!i leep - a serious :tclmission fo1· a 
hiA'hly discipli11ed Roman soldier. 'l'hey were a Hliured. 
however. t hat Pilate would be "satisfied" ( Malt. 28: 
12-14). 

Anton g- II is disci pies lhe t·csun·t·clion was g- rcelt•d 
with fea r minJ.(Icd with joy. l::ven some who saw H im 
had doublli of the r eali ty of t he resurrection ( ,·. 17 ) . 
It wasn't unti l fift~· clays later t hat it a ll began to mak(' 
r ea l scnsP In t hPm. 

'l'hr TA·.~.~I/11 /i : The purpost• that .l csus had itt com­
ing ~o lhi~ earth was to deli ver us from s in, i ts powct·. 
and 1ts etl ccts - lo destroy the works of t he devil. His 
dea t h on the cross wa:.; the has is for the f orgiveneRs 
o!' s ins . T he s heddi ng of b lood was n('Ccssa r~· to r emO\'(' 
s1n (sec l\Tatl. 2G :28) . As the fi1·s t covena nt was scaled 
by the blood of an ima ls ( Ex. 24 :8 ) , so t he " new cov­
enant'' was sca led b~· the blood of the Lamb of God 
(sec Heb. R). The communion cup, :wmbolic of H is 
blood. is to r emind us of His death fo ;· ou r sins. 

Just us Jesus knew of His death , so He knew be­
foreha nd t ha t His gos pel would be preached in t he 
w~ole w~l'ld ( Malt. 26 : 1:~ ). T h is I{Ospel was t he gospel 
of .uw lo.llg-dom o f' hea vf.•n (or (:od ) which J esus pro­
cla lnll'cl I I'Ont t he time of His V(• t·,v fi rst pu blic u llerant(' 
( Mn1·k l :li): Luke 4 :18.19 ) . It was also at the timt' 
of i\J:u·~··s ano inliug t hat Je~us coupled His "gospel" 

ICuntinucd on Jnsl pn~c ) 



LESSON 28 - APRIL 13 

EBUCHADNEZZAR 
D A ILY READ INGS: 
Mmulott: 
Tue.wloy: 
II' I dll£1!1/fl y; 
Thur.~d((l!: 
Friday : 
Sa lu rda !I: 
Swulay: 

MEMORY V ERSE: 

2 Kings 24:1 -7 
Daniel 2 
Daniel 3 
2 Kings 24 :8-20 
.J e remiah 52: 1-:.w 
J er emiah :-1!) :11-18 
Daniel 4 

Now I Nl'buclwdnezzar prai-se ancl extoL nncl hon0111' 
thr /\ iliff of heavr11, all ·whose works are truth, mnl 
h is 11 '11/fX judgmt'lll: tmrl tlu•.~l' lhlllll'olk in pridl' hr i11 
oblt• to ol11w• ( Daniel t1 : :37 ) . 

INTRO DUCTION : 

As Uw king of Bab~·lon, Nebuchadnezw 1· ruled over 
one of Uw g r eatest empires this world has ever seen. 
None tha l followed matched the g lory of the Baby­
lonian Empi1·e under ~ebuchadnezzar. Reigning for 
O\'t'l' fort_,. yc•al'li, ~ cbuchadnezwr is known in secular 
hi,;lory for the spll•nclor of his buiJdjng operations as 
\\'C'I I as fo r the bl'illiance of his mi li ta ry exploits. The 
"han!(ing g;u·dcnli '' \\'hich be built for his wife arc 
I'Cgai'(IC'd by the Gn•t•ks as one of the !w,·en wonders 
of tlw \\Orl<l. Jlis :ll'lllies brought c,·ery majo1· powe1· 
into suhjc•ct ion includin g the Ass,\'l'ians nne! 8g-yptia n:<. 

LESSON NOTES: 
I n II i.~ /)ays : .)(•hoiakim, the son of .J osiah, was in 

the fourth year of hi " reign when Nebuchadm·zzar (also 
called N ehuchad rt•:t.zar ) was in his fi1·st ( .J e r. 25 : I ). 
This i ~ an important date in the Bible, fo1· it links 
:o;ecular a nd Hiblica l histo1·~· . 'l'hl' year prior to thi~. 
N!•huchachll'zza r rul<'<l as co-rex with his father, Naho­
polasser , who l wenly years earlie r founded the Baby­
lon ian kin)!dom. Dur·in)! this .'·ear· when fnther and son 
n·i !(ned togeth er as kings, Nebuch:~dnezzar cnmc 
ascainst .Judah to conquc1· it. The result of this cam­
paigu wa:-; the taking- capli\'e of Daniel and his friends 
and all the choice princes of .Judah ( 2 Chron . :~6 :(): 
Dan. 1 : 1-7). 

This \\'t•sl\\'ard thru:<t of conquesL was intcn·uptt•d 
whl•n ~l·huchadnczza r heard of hili fathc1·'s fatal :-;ick­
nc-;s and had to retu rn to Babylon. The following ''elll', 
~cbuchadnczzar's first a;; sole king, se\'eral n;ajo1· 
I'VPnls tool< place. This was the year in which he cu­
g-a g-e cl tlw J·:g-yptian a1·my at t he bnWe o f C'archemi~h 
on the l'ivcr Euphrates. Egypl was nuu·chirw eas l to 
c laim its s hare of the llpoils from the fall of Nineveh, 
the Assyrian capital. Defeating the Egyptians, N ebu­
dladnczZHI' now held ~o~way over ever y major powe r in 
l.ht• world ( .Jc r. 4G :2; 2 Kings 21 :7) . T his was alHo 
tlw ,\'Ca r in which J eremiah prophesied the sevent v 
ye:u·s' captivity. a pel'iod reckoned from th e pl'io1· ,vea.J' 
(S('l' ,J('I', 25 ::!, R-26: 27:6.7; Dan . 1 :1 ). 

ll uvi ii SC IH•en a vaHsal of Egypt, this deft•aL broug ht 
. ludah ('Onlpll'lcly undet· Babylonian rule. The next vcnr, 
Ncbuchadnezzar's second and Jehoiakim's fifth: Jc­
hoiakim rebelled and !\cbuchadnezzar allowed band:-; 
of the Cha ldPa nR, S~Tian!-l , '.\loa hit es. and Ammon i lC.4 to 

2 

come al-(ainst .Judah ( 2 Kings 24 :1; J er. :Hi :9,2 l -:~:~). 

It was in t his ,\'CHI', whi le on lhc threshold o f l( rcllt ncss, 
lhaL Nebuchad rJCzzar· had his tJ·oubli ng- dn•am of the 
great image of different m etals ( D:uliCI 2 ) . 

Another eighteen years were to pass befor e J eru­
!-lalenl \\';Is completely destroyed. In ,Jt•hoiakim's last 
year, Nchuchadnezza r Look ~ .02:1 captives. 'l'ht• follow ­
ing- year with .Jehoiachin's rebellion, Nchuchadnczzm· 
look 10.000 capti\'e:. including Jehoiachin. ~Iordecai, 
and F:zckicl ( 2 T< in~s 2t1 :8-1 G: Ezek. 1 : l,2: E slh. 2: 
fi,li). ~inc years latCJ·, in Zedekiah's ninlh yPn r, Nehu­
chadnezzar bes ieged .Jerusa lem ( J e1·. ;~!): 1: 52:4; 2 
Kings 25 :1 ) . Within t hree years, t he city fe ll , and 
the temple was burned while e \·e1·ything of ,·alue was 
C:t l'l'icd on· lo Babylon ( J er. fi2 ) . Nehuchadnezza r \\'Pil l 
on to I 'C i ~-C II HllOiiH!I' twen ty-three years, during scvt•u 
of whi ch he was brough t very low by th e hand of Cod 
1 Dan. 4). 

H i.~ IJrf'am : In his quest to build a mas:rnificent 
l'mpin•, N<'buchadnczza1· made it his pntclicc to b r· in ~-C 
Lhe best ta len t f rom all the nati ons be conquer ed to 
Be~bylon. Not only top brains but sk illed cr aftsmen 
and magnificent ma t erials were needed to build the 
splendid projects he had in mind for· his capital cit\'. 
<?fall this va?t talen t, ~aniel r·ose lo the hi).(h est pos'i­
lJOn of prommence. H1s rise was occasioned by the 
dream which troubled Nebuchudnezzar ~o that he 
couldn 't sleep and which Daniel alone could interpl't•l. 

l n order to as!\UI'e a t ru thful inlerpn•tation Nehu­
c~adnezza r demanded to be told not only Uw inl~rpretn­
LLOn hu t. the dream itself. A II the magiciaus acknowl­
t•dgerl that a God whose dwclli n~-t was not with fl esh 
was IH'Nicd fo 1· such an impossible task ( Dan. 2: ll ). 
Only Daniel, afle1· interceding with his God, cou ld pass 
the tesl. Danie l made absolu tely cer ta in t hat God IIim­
self wa~o~ acknowledg-ed as the r evcnler o f' thi s m,·stc n · 
(sec v. 2R). · · 

P el'lmps bccauHc his kin~-Cdom was rep1·esentt•d hy 
th e head of ){old in lhe image, Ncbuchadni•zza r had an 
irmt)!e of g-old bu il t w hich h e wanted a ll his s ubjects 
l() wors hip. Daniel's three f riends J'efu;;cd, and t hroug h 
pl'lly cou1·t inLrigtw t hey were condem ned to the fi C' n ' 
fu r nace. Again ~ebuchadnczza r received a g 1·eat tl•sti­
mom · to the 1}0\\'e l· of Tsr ael's tJod when the f'lanw~ 
couldn 't touch t hese t hree faithfu l ones (Dan.:~ ). Only 
after a seven-year humiliation docs iL appea1· ns i.f 
~ebuchadnczza1· finally learned to fully acknowlcclg(• 
the God of hea,•cn. Whethe r his heart 1·emained corn­
plclely tu 1·ned to God after such witnes:;es of His powcl' 
is not known. 

Th t• IA 'NI(CJIM: God rules in all the affairs of lllcn. 
What happened to .Judah was a result of lhe hand of 
lhe Lord. Those nations used in lhe juds:rment of ll is 
people were under lhe con t 1·ol of the Lord. Rull.'rs held 
power at !l is plensure. Th er e is no 1·eaHon to belicvt• 
that the Lord is not l'uling just as stroug-lv over lhl' 
affa irs of men today as He did then. Just as ire a llowed 
Kocl lcs::; rulct·s to hold power for a pu rpose then, go 
we can be sure thr 1·e is a l'ea f\o n why cer tain l«'ndc l's 
arc in power today. 

The d1·eam of Ncbuchadnezza r told of three e m­
pi res inferior to his which would follow his kinl{dom. 
These lhrce empires wou ld b e in power fl'om the lim<' 
o f lhc end of Baby lonian e mpi re until Uw t·ise and 
l'~labl ishmcnt. of u totally new and dill'e l't•nL lting-dont . 
The fulfillment of lhis prophecy has taken place. Tlw 
~l edo-Pe1·sian empire ( represented b~· sih•t>l' in the 

1 Continued on lnHl page 1 



LESSON 29 - APRIL 20 

EZERJEL 
DAILY READINGS: 
Monday: 
7' 11 e!W.a y: 
n· tdnN;day: 
Tl11m1da y: 
Fridrr y: 
Sut1'fd1111: 
S m ula11 : 

MEMORY VERSE: 

Ezek iel li 
Ezek iel 12 
Ezek iel 17 
Ezek iel :~4 

Ez<•kiel :H; 
Ezek iel :17 
Ezck iC'l 47: 1-12 

Son f•/ man, I Junw modt• tlt'' c 11 u·atcltman unto tltf> 
ltor•se nf l :5rot•l: tltrrefore hNo· thr word at my 
mn11flt , ami rJiVI' l hl•mu•rtnrin!J [r0111 mt• (Ezck. a :17). 

INTRODUCTION : 

Twenty yc:m ; elapsed between the time w hen the 
first ca ptives w<•n• taken by Nchuchadnezzar un til 
.) c r usa lem and Uw lt'mplc wer e complt'te ly destroyed. 
Daniel and h is compa nions wct·c amonl{ the first ones 
taken to Babylon. ~l·ven .vea rs later Ezek iel, J eh oiachi n. 
allfl l\lord t•cai wt• t'l• taken capliw < Ezck. 1:1.2 : Esth. 
2 :5.6) . At thi :-; t imL• l~zt'k iel had not as \'Cl beJ.!U!l h is 
prophetic min istr~· . It \\'as a bout fi ve .vc~1 rs la ter that 
ht> began to pt·ophl•sy ( Ezek. 1 :1 ,2; -1 : 4-6) in t he t hil·­
ticth year of :111 uruwml'U era. ~! any bcli'c,·c th is rc­
fcrs to his a)!t· at llw time. All of Ezekiel's minist1·v 
took place amortJ.{ the capt i\'Cs in Habylon, h is hrHhrt>;l 
in exile. H is ministn· lasted at lenst twent \·-t wo \'Cars 
I Ezek. 29: 17). • • · 

LESSON NOTES: 

J enc:;alem nt·.~t roy<'ci : At the lime E zekiel's mi n­
istr,\· bes;ran, .J udah ;tnd Jerusalem were still intact. 
Trut•. l'omc choiCl' pr ince:-: had been remo\'ed. Kins;r 
.I !•hoiachi n \\'11!-l i 11 pri~on in Ba bylon, a nd Nehuchad­
nezzat· had cont rol ovc• r the land . llowe\'er , few be­
lieved the nation would be destroyed. Whi le Jer em ia h 
waf; war n ing o f th e ci ty 's dest ruction a nd bein g ri cli­
culed, the maj()r i l.v of Uw peoplt• we re bclievinl( lhe 
prophet Jia nania h who said that w ithin two years a ll 
would be restor ed (J cr. 28 :1-3). E ven those in ~aptiv i l,v 
with E zekiel \\'Pre not convinced that their defea t was 
Jl('l'tnallCII l. 

Ezekiel ht•g11 11 hi~ minis t ry w ith a ve r.v plain sobt•r 
decla ration of j udg ment al{ai ns l .J erusa lem. 1\ranv of 
his prophecies wen • acted out . Tn thi :'< way they ~vere 
t•x t remcl.v J.t' l'llph ic and qui tr plain. Obj ect lessons. 
pa rables. and act i nJ.t' p t·ophecy wen· a ll a par'l of his 
t£"1'1w ique a nd J.t'll\'l' vivid illu~tration to his message. 

P icture lhc ~~·cne of Ezek iel sha\'inf{ him. elf clean 
and di\·iding t he• hairs into three pile:;. One pile is 
burned by fi re lo dl's ignate the pc~tilence and fami ne 
which was to dl•sl roy onP thi rd of the popu lace. An­
ot he t· pile Ezl'ld cl ~truck with tlw swor d to show how 
a th ird of the cili:wns of t he cit.\· would fa ll b~· the 
swonl. The la~l pile Ezekiel scattered to the w ind to 
show how t h1• 1'1'11111 in inJt om•:-: would lw remo\'cd ft·om 
the land. All was lil<•rally fulfilled within eight \'Cars 
as ;tlmosl twenty thousand of the approximateh· 'sixb· 
thousand inhabitants died f rom sllll'\'alion in the. siege.: 
:nwth<'r lw<•nt~· t ltou:-.and Wl' t·e s lai n d<·fpnd ing the cit\' . . 

and t he remaining ones taken capti\'C. 
On anolht•r occasion. Ezekil'l had to !CO through 

the motions of packing his baJ.{ and di!(ldllloC a hole rn 
the wall and lea ving t he city as a n exile ( 12:3-1 6). 
T his proplll'CY was fu lfill()d to the last detai l seve ra l 
,\·ca rs latrr whl•n 'l.<.· clckiah (the Jd nl() t ried to escape 
.Jerusalem th t·ough a hole in t lw wall a nd was bli nded 
so t hal he lll'\'<.' r SH\1' the land of his captidty, thou~h 
he was in it I "ee \', 13 ) . 

T h1• Crtpliritu: ~!a ny had heard thl' prophecies of 
doom fo r so long that t hey took a cynical ancl unhl'­
lie,· in )! a tt iu rd l• t vv. 2 1-2:~) . .'colli n)( was prC\'Itlcnl. 
Others felt it did not a pply lo them but to some fa r ­
off fu ture l(erwration ( \'V . 24 -2() l. Bu t God warn eel thnl 
t he ful fi llnw nt of ! l is \\'ord wou ld not he delayed. Docs 
t h is not sound fa m iliar to tlw att i tud<.•s of some to­
wards the Word of (;od tllday'! 

T he actua l destr uction of .Jet"usalem took place and 
broug ht )! ri Pf to th l• exiles wlll'n the realiznt ion of 
th e end o f their IJc loved ci t ~· stnrcl< them. rn s pit e of 
th is sore punis hntl' tl l, some hard ened thei r hea r ts and 
in r ebellion lwcamc even more obs linate and impen­
i tenl. Otlwrs \l' (•pt. at t.he thou)!ht o f the temple's being 
razed lo t he l( rourHI. Their joy was gone a nd t hei r son~: 
clepa r led f rom t hem (sec Psa. 1:!7). 

Ezekiel's message chnnl(ccl a flcr the destruction of 
.Jerusalem a nd became one of comfor t. Now he began 
lo prophesy of t h(• •·eston1tion of t he ci ty. This reslo­
m lion wa:-: to he .~oldy for the g lory of I! is Nam e (Ezek. 
36 :22-32l. God's nam e had been defamed a nd disl(raced 
by t he wa~· in w hich H e wa~ for ced to deal wi th Hi~ 
people. RestorinJ.{ II is people was for t he purpose of 
,·inciicating II i:; gn·:rt name. God would refill th<> holy 
land a" a H:st ir~1ony to the nations! 

A mon)! the prophecies and promises on this sub­
ject was the prom ise of a new hea r t an d a new :-:piri t 
to ht• Jt i\·en which would cause thOSl' w ho r eceived t he 
new hea rt an d new spiri t to wa lk in !l is s ta tu tes (:~6 : 
2G.27 l. ThE:' ,·is ion of t he dr~· bones showed how tho:;c 
who were dead wou ld respond to li fe by the preaching of 
the• Wot·d. Finall~·. a ll of !lis prophecies focused on the 
ultimate glor y of Cor! wh ich wou ld fi ll the land. W hereas 
t he glor~· of God left t he tem ple upon the dcst ruction 
of J er usalem, t his ~-e l ory was to return in God Himself 
who wou ld conw lo dwell among !l is people (Chap. !37 ) . 
Chapters ti0 -4R td l of the idea l temple a nd ci ty wh l' re 
t lw !(lory of God is, w ith i ts narnt• being .Jeho\'ah­
s ha mmah, "The Lord is t he re." F rom the temple was 
to fl ow a r iver too deep to pass t hat was to bless a ll 
people (47 :1 -10). 

T he Lt· ~-~~~~~ .~: Pu t·t of th t~ altit ude o f scoffin g a t t lt l' 
\\'ar·rl in~s of dcs lt·uction carne front the feeling t hat 
God would somehow spa re H is ~:h o:-~c n one:;. It is s tn111ge 
how many times we feel tha t we a r e s pecia lly fa vored 
by God a nd that t•verybotly bu t us is l he object of Gocl's 
d ispleasu re. I t was in rc~ard to tht• leachi ng of Luke 
21 :~!) whet·e thl• Lord wa rn:; us to watch and pray 
always thnt we "ma~· be accou nted wor thy to escape 
all these thinJ.{s that :;hall come to pnss." that one of 
God's sen•a nts n•cl•n lly sa id . " I t is a good thin~ not 
to th ink becaus,. I am I, r wi ll escape." God wi ll not 
cou ntenance ,;in in ciiiJilwrly'.~ li fe. What a man sows 
ht' will n lso reap. Note that the s<:'ver ity of judsnnent 
was rclatecl to lhl•it· li~ht of the truth 1 Ezek. 5 :7-10 ) . 

The peoph· nf Cod :rt·c fortun:rll· to h:we mc•n like 
Ezekiel faith full~· wami11~ them and speaking the Word 
of God without eompromi-;e. Unpopular as it was, 

(C"ontlnucd on l!llll png-c) 



LESSON 30- APRIL 27 

CYRUS 
DA ILY READ INGS: 

Jl onday: 
1'11 c .~drt y : 
l l 't•due.~dau: 

Tlw r.~dny: 
F>·id1111: 
Saturday: 
Suwla y: 

ME MORY VERSE : 

Isaiah ·1·1 :21 -2R 
Isaiah 45 
Isa ia h 46 
Jt•n •miah 50: 1-20. 4 l -4G 
.J eremiah a l : 1-58 
E1.ra I :1-6 
1':7.1':\ 6 :1-12 

F111 .Jacob my ::en•a111'~> sa/,·t•. tOld Ism!'/ mini' dt d, 
I hrn•e e!'t 11 called th ee by thy name: I hm•P sur­
namt•d fit((!, thmtylt 1/t(l lt h rp;f 11'•1 kn1111'11 mt· I 1:-::t. 
•15: I l. 

INTROD UCTION : 

,Just prior to the end of the sC\'cnty-,n•ar· captivil), 
a ma jor c:hanl{e took place in worl d govcr·nmenl. The 
grcal Babylonian Empire was O\'l.!rthrown by the )l cdo­
P ersian Empire. On the \'ery night of wicked Belshaz­
zar·'s fca:-:t, clul'in!(' which he \\'l•nt out of his wa\' to 
s how his dii! t'CHJll'ct fo r· the Cod or l:mwl, his (! t;ti r e 
kingdom fell into the hands of Darius the i\ lede ( Onn. 
fi : l-6. 30). Thi;: e\'ent came as no s urprise to the j.(Oclly 
:;tudl.!n ts of rlh•ine pr·ophecy, for Isaiah and .Jet·emiah. 
as well a,.: DaniL• I. had fol'(• told of its occu rr·t•nce vC'III'S 

before. · 

LESSON NOTES: 

C tf/' llli : T ht• chan).(l' in g-ovt•r·rr mcn t accompli sh(•d 
the fulfillment of lhe plan of Gocl in two r<•spt•cls. Fi r~ l. 
it brough t just retribution upon the nation 1 Babylon ) 
that had destroyed t h(• holy nnlion, and :-;econd, i t 
brou).(h t into power t h1• '''lll'fd lt'adcr who wm; instru­
m<•nlal in allowi11~ tlw l.!xiiC'~ to rdu t·n to .Juda h whc11 
t he seventy ~·cars expi n •cl. W hile this latter cve11t was 
in fulfillment of proph ecy, il was accomplished through 
t.he prayer~ of Daniel who und <• rs tood tit (• words o f 
.Jeremiah and Jll'a.l't'd that God would fu lfi ll !l is Wol'(l 
<Dan. !l : l-4 ) . 

T houg h Ra bylon fell into lhe ha nds of' Uat·iuH the 
1\ied l.!, he was onl.v actin g- as the civil ruler· for Cyru::; , 
t he mili ta ry leader of llw 1\lcdo- P(•rsia n conquest. A ftcr· 
two ,l't•ar·s, Dar·ius d ied, and C.v r·us was llw undisputed 
"king" of Pers ia. I t wn::; in t his first ycn r of his sole 
r eig n t hat hr made the proclamnlion allowing the J ews 
to t'l'tu r·n to .Judah ( E~ra I : l -6 ). 

Dnniel held :111 exln•mdy high posit ion in the Ill'\\' 

ki tt ).(dom ns he had in llw fo rnw r· empire. IL is po~sihl e 
and more than p t·obable l ha l Cy rus beca me famili a l' 
with lhe prophecies relalinl-( to him by Daniel's show­
in!! him the sacred :<ci'Cllb. Thl' wut·tlillg of \1 r·us' pr·o­
<:lamalion wou ld indicall' lhal hl• \\'liS de('pl,l' impn•sst•d 
with God's c:n ll fo r hi m. 

C/11'1'·~ in P mphecy : Isa iah's pr·ophecy naminJ< Cy ruR 
1\S thC' "shephl•ni" who would accomplish God's will was 
g iV('ll 01•er two hunclr·(•d years t'Hrlic r. Tlw p r·cc i~ion 
with w~1ich this proplwey was fulfilled has bt'(' ll a major· 
stumbhng block lo some so-callwl "hil-(het· critics" of 
the Bible. 'Their c~:planation for such n thin!{ to happen 
is to say that lc;aiah was writlt>n h~· two or· mot'l' dif-

·1 

fp rcn t peopl e at w id ely dill'e rent t imes and that t he 
pa r t whi ch men tions Cyr·us b,v name was wri tten after· 
t ht• facl. It is allegecl thaL t his hook was combined under 
a s inl-(le author's name at a later date. Evidence r e fut­
irw th is char ge is over·whclming. Onl v t hose 11·ho would 
d<•tt)' that a .~upe r·rwtut·lrl God wou ld. act in the :1fTa irs 
of man would C\'en hint that such a God was incapahle 
of makinl-( known lin P\'Cnt two hundr('d years before 
I h\· f: rct took plact·. 

.\ s i f to under score the !{realness of this prophecy . 
God had Isaiah include it amOil).( some grand r eminders 
of II is !<upcnralural powers ( lsa. 44:2 ). X otc that 
he was to accomplish Lwo specific t hings: t he rebui ld­
inS£ of Jerusalem and the reco11:;lruction of the temple. 
The city and lht! hous(• of God wer e the prime objecl~ 
of !l is nttention. Both of lhl.!st• items were mentioned 
i 11 ('~Tus' proclamation. 

.Jerem ia h was a much-maligned pr ophet in his day. 
rt·l h i.! accurate!~· fo retold the dest r uction of Babdon 
b~ a nation from lhl• "no1·th" ( .J e r. 50.1-:~ ) . This i>ro­
phcc~· was scil•en in the fourt h yeat· of Zedekiah when 
~ebuchaclnezzar 's kingdom was at the peak of its glo!'y 
( 1·. 17: 5 1 :59-64 ). Its destruction and desolation was 
undr·camed of in those days. J er emiah flOes so far a~ 
to mention the people who wou ld destr oy Babylon ( ,., .. 
11.28 ) . T hen l'i!lhi rm .9checlule, the prophecies of the 
Lord were fulfilled in exactly the manner in which Hi~ 
=-t·n ·ants had declared. 

Tlu Lt·.~s o/1.~: E\'en I houl{h Cod used Lhe Bab,·­
lonians to inflict pun ish ment. on His people, t heir· a'c­
Lions in this r egard and their J<eneral ungodliness did 
not c:-:cape II is attention. The chastisement of Judah 
was to corn~ct a very g r ievous s i 11. H was done in lhe 
lov(• with which a fathe r corrects a son. t hough of 
necessity his measu res a r e hars h. Ne,•er again was 
.Judah sw il l,,· of idolatry t hou!{h she fa iled again in 
ollwr ways. God's j udg ment of Babylon was just relri­
hu t iorr fo r her sins. lle r destruction was to be total : 
her fall was to be great in lhe land (Jer. 50:4 1-.tG). 
B abylon, like Eg~·pt, is a type of the wol'ld. It repr e­
sents tht> lirr est accomplis hme11ts of world riches a nd 
gOVI' r nmen l. T he hest of t he whole eart h, t he king­
dom of the world, the head of !-(old in Nebuchadnezza r 's 
vision, this "pra ise of t he w hole ear t h was seized" a nd 
totally destro.ved (J er. 51:41 ) . T hose who were rich 
i 11 Cll t'thly t r·t•asu res lo:;L ever·yth i ng in i ls destruction 
C v. I :1). Ba b,,•lon fell fo1· the s l:tin of Js rnel as the s la in 
of the ear t h fe ll fo r Ba bylon ( v. 49) . ' 

Lest ther e he an over-emphasis on the judg ment 
of God, mention must be made of God's 1-( rea t mercy 
and love. For lhe sake of His love fo t· llis chilclren. 
11c rai ~;ed up Cy1·us ancl called him by name (Isa. 45 :4 ) . 
J n no way did lhe,v ca rn the r·i g h t to r eturn to lhei r 
homl'lancl. God pardorred His people ( .Jer. 50 :20). 
Pardon mc;~ns lo release a per·so11 from purris hmenl. to 
carrcel a penalty. Onl~· b<•cause of II i:; great love did God 
g r·an t pa rdon to ls r·ael. T oday , t hrough ll is Son J c•sus, 
God offers a pa rdon to a ll t he world ·(J ohn 3 :16). 

A final nott• of import.-'lnce is the power of God as 
manifl•sted on behalf of ll is people. The return to 
,J cr usalem \\'a s a 11· event g r·ealer and more power fu l 
than the deli verance f rom Egypt (J er. 16 :14-16) . Cyr us 
was made to know plainly that he was dealing with 
thl·. C'nmtor of llw uni,·erse and was not to question His 
aclrons ( lsa. •Hi :!l-J :3). 111 this passag-e the whole world 
is admonislwd to r·ecol{ni~e the power of the lil'ing God 
in accompli,;hinlf His purpo~eR. What folly to trust in 

( Contmucd on lust page) 



LESSON 3 1 - MAY 4 

ZERUBBABEL 
DAILY READ INGS: 

Mouda11: 
1'ucxclay : 
II' t•clne.~day: 

'I'll 111-.~dau: 
Friday: 
Srr f u rcla 11: 
Sundny: 

l MEMORY VERSE: 

Ezra l :7; 2:1,61-70 
Ezm ;I 
F.zra 5 
ll nJ(gai 1 
ll aJ(gai 2:1-9 
Haggai 2:10-23 
Ez1·a o: 1:~-22 

'/'hen ht• ans1cen?.d and .~pak<' unto me, sftying, Thix 
i.<; fh(' 1cord nf the Lord unto Zerubbabel, ·saying, 
Nol by miphl, 1101" li11 7WWI'I", lml IJy 11111 X7Jin't, xail h 
1/11• Lord of IHmlH (Z(•chariah 4: G). 

INTRODUCTION : 

Over forty thousand devout .h•ws res ponded to tlw 
off(·J· which Cyrus made allowing them to return lo 
J e rusalem to rebuild thr cii.\" and it :s t emple. Included 
among t ht•sc and appointed a s their leader or governor 
b~· C~Tus was Zerubhabel. also known as Sheshhazzar 
(]~?.ra I : R, Ll ) . As the grandHon of .l<•hoiachin, the last 
legitimate king of the line of David, Zerubbabel was 
the rightful hei1· to the throne of David and the logical 
choice fo r their leadt• r ( Hee Ezra :1 :2; Matt. 1 :12). 
'!'hat he was aiHo well qualified from the standpoint 
of hiH interests and attitudl' is evident f1·om the care 
with which he organized and selccled those who would 
accompan,\· him. Particularly with l'Cltard lo the priest­
hood. carl'fu l search wa!-1 made in the KCnealoJ(iC:' lo 
assun· that only those who were truly descendants of 
the pries tly line would minister. '!'hose who were not 
found registered were Pxprlled. PJJJ·ity was rig-idly 
mainlainc<i. 

LESSON NOTES: 

'1'/tl' 1!:{/ort: The prime objective of the r eturnin g 
. Jews w:~s the rebui ldin g of the city and the iemplt•. 
To this l'nd Cy rus donated the vcsseiH which Nehu ­
chadnC7.7.lll' had removed seventy ~·cars previously. He 
also made arran)!ements for lhe J ews to be p1·ovided 
with whate,·er materials were needed for the work . 
Thcsl' materials wc1·e to come f1·om the countries suJ·­
rouncling .Judah over which CyruH also ruled. 

Those who joined Zerubbabel in the effo1·t we1·e 
those .Jews who had been unwilli n$! to comp1·omise their 
faith and who were willinJ( lo give up :tit their pos­
sessions in Bab,vlon to sec th e house of God J•ebuiiL. 
Babylon was not lhci1· honw. and the~· cagel'ly re­
sponded to the opportunity to remO\'e themselves f1·om 
thiH pagan societ.\· to serve lht•ir God. Devout and com­
miltl'd to pul'it~·. this J(Oclly rPmnant set out on n difli ­
cult journey but one in which each had f1·eeh· volun­
teered becnuse of their 7.ea l fo1· lh1• Lo1·d. It ·is, inci­
dentnll.v. from this g1·oup of "separ<lti;;ts" o1· "puri­
tans" that the Pharisl'es later spn111g. 

Upon lllTiving in .J!'rusall•m. lh(' alt.m· of God wus 
imnwdiately const1·ucted ( Eua 3 :2 ). S ince it was Uw 
s~vcnlh month of Lhe year, they nlso kept the feast 
ol !ab~rnacles, an appropriate celebration for thiH "in ­
l(:tlht• r•ug" of liH>Hc who lo\•t•d th(• Lord (v.4 ) . fl is 

explicit.'· staled that al this point in time the "founcla­
Lion of the temple of the Lord was not yet laid" { d.i ) . 
Not until the second year of their coming did they 
" set forward the work of the house of the Lord" (v.8 ). 
There is good reason to believe that it was not until 
fiflc1•n .YI'lH's late r lhan tlw foundation was actually 
completed. VerHe 10 of I•:Y.ra :1 rcfl•r s to this tinw 
''when" t he builders fini shed tlw foundation. Note it 
d<ws uot say "then." but. "when." Chapter 4 of F.zra 
l'Xpl:l ins why there \\'lis this fi ftcen-yea r delay. 

'l'ht• Oppoxition: 'l'ht• r eturnin )! Jews were not 
without their ad,·el'Slll'ies. Even ns the altar was beinsr 
built. fear was upon lhl'm "because of the people of 
thoHc cou ntries' ' (3 ::l). Quickly these a dversnries chal­
lt•ugcd the work of Zeruhhabel 1 •1: :~ ) . By many dif­
fer eut means they "Lroubled" lhl· bui lders, "wcakl•ul•d" 
the spil'it and will of the pt•ople. and "frustrated" their 
pu1·pose (vv. 4,5) . 'T'hus the work ceased until "the 
~~·coud ~'I'Hr of the reig-u of Darius ki ng of PerHia,·• 
which was fifteen veal's latt•r (v. 24 ) . 

OurinK t his interval, the .I ewish pioneers sellled 
back to build houses for them-;elv('s. ApparcuUy 
I it tic opposition was !Ci n!u them as they bu i It their 
own homes . 1t was construction of the hous1· of God 
which sti rred thei1· cnemil's to wrath (see 4: 12,1:{)! 
Vt·r~· little was spared in the way of materials and 
Cllt'r)!~· in building houses fo r themselves. Tht• "cielecl' ' 
houHes n·ferrcd to in llag)!ai I :4 conju re up the imaKe 
of larl(e hou;w,; with hiJ!h tl' ilin g:' and la,•ishly dccor­
at\•d. In the Amplif-ied Vers ion this verse l't•ads, "J ,; 
it time for you yourselves to dwell in paneled houses. 
wh il e thi s hou~e of liH' Lord lies in 1·u ins?" ( Hal(. 
I :4 ). 

It was this prophesying of llaggai. alonJ( with 
ZPchariah. that made the people l'enew their effo rts on 
behalf of the temple. Both prophets were moved to 
s pt•ak in the :-il'cond year of Dal'ius ( Ha!C. 1: l: Zech. 
J: I : F.zra 5 : I ) . 'T'hcir p1·eaching Htirrcd up ZcJ·ubbabel. 
who had gi\·en up the construction of the temple fift ecu 
year:-; ea l'lier, so that the work was r esumed (Ezra 5:2 ). 
A-; could he expected as ;;oon as they beg-an again. tlw 
enemy immediately attempt ed to hinder the work ( v.:~ ) . 
'l'hiK linw, Lhl'()UI{h l he minislJ•y or Haggai and Zecha­
riah. the work prospered ( E7.l'a (i: 14 ) . Ze1·ubbabel and 
tlw people stuck to thei1· work despite the opposition . 
and lhe dedication of the fini Hhed house was celebrated 
with gn•at joy ( \·.22 ) . 

'1'/u• /,essons : Opposition lo the wo1·k of the Lord 
s hou ld be expected. There is no efl'o1·l which will go un­
noticed o1· unconte;;led by ou r "ad\·en;an·." \\'hether 
in the JlCl'HOnal desire for. victory over so~1e faililiJ( ill 
the life ot· in an effort b~· a g roup of believers to ad­
vance t he kingdom of God, ther e will be opposition. 
At such times, it must, be remember ed t hat "g-reate1· 
iH li e lhat is ill .vou than h1• that is ill lhe wodd" ( 1 
.rohll 4 :tl ) . Zerubbnhcl proved Lhc wonls "Not h\' 
miJ(ht. liOl' by power. bul by my spirit, saitl1 the Lo1·;1 
of hosts" (Zech. 4 :6) . God docs not want us to give up 
at the s iKn of difficulty. Il l• want.~ us to press on and 
tn1st Him for \"iclory. 

As soon a:-. the Je\\'s divc•·tcd thei1· eneJ·sdes from 
the temple to their own needs. their work went for 
nought. '!'hey worked hard but had little to show for 
it ( ling. I:!) ) . ?\luch \\' IIH plant ed hut liWe brought in . 
Wa ~te~ U~at were earnt•d nl'\'Cl' s(•(•med adequate to 
covel' thell· needs (v.6). When<•vcr we fail to put Gocl 
fi 1·st, our efforts ncve1· satisf.v. But when we seck firs~ 

( C'onlilllll'd on la!il pnge) 



LESSON 32 - MAY 11 

THE GODLY FAMILY 
D AILY READINGS: 

Munday : 
T7te~>llay: 
W Pd.1ze1>day : 
1'hursday: 
F'1·iclay: 
Saturday : 
Su1uiay : 

MEMORY VERSE : 

li:xodus l : 15-22 
Exodus 2:1-10 
Exodus 12:24-27: 1 ~ :5-16 

Deuteronomy G: 1-13 
Deuteronomy 6 :14-25 
Deu te1·onomy 11:13-21 
Colos:;ians 3 : 12-25 

A 11d thou shnlt teach them dili gently unto thy chiL· 
dreu, nucl shall tallc of tlw nt when thou !iittest in 
l.h ine lwus£!, and 1ohen /,hon ·wollce.st by t;he wny, mul 
when thou liest down, nncl when thou riS I-\S t 111) 

( Deuteronomy 6 :7 ) . 

INTRODUCTION: 

On e of t he more ob,•ious distinctions be tween man 
and th e rest of God's c reated beings is his organiza­
tion in to a family un i t. Ever.v socie ty in every nation is 
buil t around t he fam ily made up of husband and wife 
and t.heir offspring. Such order was ordained by God 
from the ve ry beginn in g in the establis hment of Adam 
and Eve as an integra l unit upon wh ich ma nl<ind would 
advance. H istor y has 1·epeutedly s hown that a soci ety's 
prosperi t~· or fai lure is re lated directly to the s trength 
o 1· weakness of its famil y !'t ructure. 

LESSON NOTES: 

Fnith: The godly fami l~· is fin;t a nd fo remost buill 
<trourHI godly concept:;. At the ver,v r oot of t hese c:on­
·cepts is faith in God llirmwlf. T hi s faith bel iPves lhal 
HeiR, a nd t hat He is a r ewarder of them t hat dilige ntly 
Rrck Him. It fu r ther bcli evp:; t hat He not only has a 
vi ta l concern over Hi s children but that H e int e i'Ccdes 
on tht' ir beha lf. Without s uch a basic building' block lhc 
1!0dly family rna,\' a s wdl cease to attempt a )(Odly 
('Xistcnce. 

On e wond er s, as he r cadf; t he s tory of l\fo;;es' ea rly 
day~ when his life wa:; in constant j eopa rdy, what. 
pr ompted his mother lo hide him thr ee months . D id 
s he thin k the sentence of death would pass'! What 
thou g hts wer e in he r mind when s he placed him in t he 
ark and put him in lhr ri ver ? Would he not have been 
snfc r in he r cu ii lotly ? Did she actually lh in k he could 
s urvive very long in that ark '! What wa.s he r purpose, 
and what w as he r hope ? 

One further wonder:; if she knew that thi s pa rt o f 
I he ri ver was t he customa1·y bathing spot of Pha1·aoh's 
daughter. Did she anticipate what might happen \vhcn 
the daughter of the very man who issued t he decree 
ilf cleath would look in to the fac:e of a thr ee-month­
old chi ld a nd sec hc lplc;;!!ness, fear , and U·usl fultu.!ss 
m ingled in his eyes'? Perhaps nol. Perhaps she was 
:;imply acting on an inner impulse directing he r to 
Lake this step at this lime. \Vhatever h e r reasons , 
thoughts , a nd moti ves, we know for certain tha t s lw 

act ed in faith c E cb. 11 :2:n . S he believed that God 
would accomplis h Jl is pu r poses despite the stnm~lh 
of the king's command. 

Practice : l\'[ingled with faith was Jochebed's prac­
tit;e of godly instruction. We can be ::;ure that in t he 
few year s in which she, by t he providence of God, 
was permitted to lntin he r· ~on, s he taught him d ili­
){ently in the things of God . Moses was not raised to 
li ve in Pharaoh's court as a godless Eg~·plian even 
l houg h his mother k new he wou ld become Pha1·aoh's 
daug hte1·'s son. She t ra in ed him lo live in thi s en· 
vi l'onment a s a chi ld of God. 

Teaching was a hallma rk of t he ea rly J ewi sh fa­
mili es. By the command of God, each generat ion was 
to be taugh t in the things of God by its elde rs . It wa;; 
fo r the express purpose of tiJachill!J futu r e gener ations 
t hat many of t he Jewis h ordina nces wer e established ! 
F or example, th e passover was a r eminder of God's 
he lp aud power t ha t was to be inde li bly impressed on 
each youngBtm·'s mind by the yea rly obse1·vance ( l~:x. 
12 :24 ) . To this day, .Jewish chi ldren are taught t he 
·mec~niny of this service as part of its celebrat ion. Like­
wise t he l'edemption of t he fi 1·sl-born was an ordinance 
intended to demons t1·ate vividly the mercy an d goodn e!!s 
of the Lord ( l 3 :1 5 ) . The ad of r edemption was fu r the r 
taught by the s lay ing o f a Jamb in place of an ass. If 
it was not r edeemed in this manner. t he ass was to be 
s la in . 

The importan t poi nt to note is t hat God arranged 
fo r this instruct ion to be t he purent's r esponsibility. [t 
was their job to teach t he i1· child 1·en the commandments 
of God to the end t hat their child ren might do them 
and Ji ve prosperous ly ( Deut. G: 2,!3 ) . 

1'he L es::;ons : Loving the Lord w ilh all the hea r t. 
soul, and might was the essence of t he instruction 
which was to be di ligen tly g iven. T he Lord was lo be 
presented a s the fi1·st love in the heart and li fe of eve ry 
child. Serving H im a lone and fully was t he t:oncepi 
which was to be constant ly pr esented to Lhe child1·en. 
Nothi ng in life was more im por tant t han this concept. 
They we1·e even g iven t he 1·cminde r to ser ve Him und 
love Him a s f ully when they wou ld abound in cxtel'lla l 
goods as in t heir hour of re lative poverty. Blessings, 
by their ver y nature, have the danger of causing the 
lov(' of ma ny to wax cold ( O<! ul. G :5-12) . 

Comple te love for God wns to be diligenl/.y ta ught 
Lo the children. A half-hea r ted effo r t would not do. No 
opportun ity was to go by wi thout t his instruction. T he 
home was to be saturated with reminders of God's com­
ma nclmt:nts . Each mea l, each conversation, each j ou rn ey 
togeth er was to be an occasion fo r promoting a love fo r 
God. Care less, casual, Ol' hal f-hearted s labs at instl·uc­
tion in rig hteous ness w ill not impre:ss ch ildren wi th i ts 
importance. They must sec how much their own parents 
arc impressed w ith what t hey teach. 

In t hi s connection lwo points could be noted . I t 
is of in terest thal in the pr epar ations f o1· the pass­
ovcl·, leaven was notlo b C' 8een in the i r quarter:;, What 
is seen is as important a ;; what i,.; sa id, if not more 
so (Ex. 1 :~ : :7) . The :-;ccond poinl is t hat God's words 
we re to be laid up first in the par ent's hearL and Lhen 
tau)!ht to the children. It is futil e to insll·uct the child 
to :>er ve God a lone an d fu lly when the parenl do<'s 
ne i ther. When the Wo1·d of Chris t dwells richly in llw 
parents and t heir in$tt·ucLion and a dmonishments are 
done in t he wisdom of that \Nord, t hen th e matt.e r of a 
l{od l ~r fam ily will resolve it sel f . 



LESSON 33 - MAY 18 

BIRTHOFTHE PIRIT 
DAILY READINGS : 

Munday: 
Tue.~tla y: 
II' l!dnc.~ clfll/: 

ThursclUJJ: 
~'riday: 
Saturday : 
Sundau: 

MEMORY VERSE : 

John !3: 1-21 
2 Corinthians 5:10-21 
l~ phcRians 2:1-22 
Titus 2:11 -:1:8 
1 P eter 1 ::3-25 
1 .John 8 :1-24 

.John 5:1-21 

T/te?·efore if any man be in Christ, he is a new crea­
turr: old l h hi{)-~ co·e ·pwwul (t/1)111/; udwld, Clll thinys 
lti'C liCCtlmt• ?11'11' (2 Corinth ians 5: 17 ) . 

INTRODUCTION : 

Ont' of the LJcs t-known s tol'it·R of the life of Christ 
is His meet in!{ with a Phari see ca lled Nicodemus. This 
ruler of the J ews came to J esus b~· night and engaged 
Him in a con\·crRalion. Jt was from this meeting and 
conver sation that. the most familiar \'ersc used in gospel 
witnessing i~ found (J ohn :1: I G). It is also f rom lhc 
words of Jesu~ on thi s occ;1sion that we have the most 
sublime teaching: on th:; basic fundamental cornerstone 
oi the gospel. 

LESSON NOTES: 

Tht .\'r~t· Birth : N owhere docs it say that )l"ico­
dcmus asked specifically ''of sal\'at.ion and li~ht.' ' His 
openin)( remark was :;imply an acknowledgment t hat 
J esus wa:; a " teacher " :;enl from God. This was the con­
clusion t\icodemus reached after he had seen what mu:>t 
have been sevel'll l oulsta ndin K miracles ( John 3 :2) . 
.Jesus, who knows the secr ets of eve t·y hear t, picked up 
the conversat..ion from this point. and led it into the 
truth which N icodemus was seeking. 

As a reli)dous leader of hiR day, Nicodemus was 
look i Il l( forward to t he lonl(-awnited kinf..(dom . Every 
man " sent from God" wou ld be intensely questioued on 
this point. Perhaps in anticipation of lhis thinking 
J c!'us beg-an by sayinl(. "Except a man be born av.ain. 
he Cllnnot liCe lhe kingdom of God" I v.:~). 

This concept of 11 "new birth'' as related to the 
ki ngdom of God was completely foreign to Nicodemus 
who was looking for a physical kingdom. The concept 
it self, howe,·et·, was not fort>i gn to him, for a Gentile 
who lwcamc converted to .Judni~m r and so a "proselyte" 
was cons idt•rcd tu have het•n ''hot·n ag-a in.'' .J esus made 
i t plain that. t,he maUers of lhc k in gdom had to do with 
the spirit and the soul ( \'V . .J-6). To illus tl·a te t he spir­
itual and unHcen aHpecb; of the kingdom . the new birth 
was likt•n{'(l to tlw wind which cannot be seen by the 
eye. It has no physical :-illbstancc though iL' effect is 
real and can \'CI'Y definitely be felt ( ,·_ ) . 

'1'1!1 .\'1 II' 1-'ift : .JuHt as an apple tree is known by 
the npph.'s which )(rO\\' 011 it, :-;o a lntly "bom-again" 
person is known b~· lhc fruit:; of his new life. All 
through the ~ew Testament lhe emphasis is on the 
new life resultnnl f r om the rww birth. Old things, that 
is . t lw fo t·mpr· way of living, nn• pa~<~Hl'rl awa)·, and a ll 

thing-s are become new. New intPrc•slH and new desires, 
diffct·ent from the old way of lifl•, take the place of 
these former things. 

One of the t hings which t.he Christian community 
debates endlessly is the relation of "works'' to "f ai th.'' 
The Bible is ,·rry clra r as to the relationship between 
the two. Grace alone sa\'l's us. There is nothing we can 
do to earn sah-ntion (Hee Titus :l: 1-8 ) . Sah·alion i;; by 
g race t hrough faith. Thiii mranH that. we bclieYc in His 
g-racious provi s ion and accl'Jll II is ofl'c•r. Ho"·cver, we 
arc creat ed unt o ~:ood wot'kH, to walk in them once wt• 
ha\'e been born :t)(ain ( HCt' Eph. 2: 10) . Withou t ex­
ception , thi:: theme recurs in all the teachings of the 
N ew Testament. P eter tells liS not to be confo1·med to 
lhc pasHionH of out· forme•· i~norancc• ( 1 Peter 1 : 14) . 
. John tells us that evc•ry one who has the hope of sal\'a­
tion in him purities himHelf as li e is pu re. Obviously 
there is an effor t required of lis lll'yond s imply believing 
and then f..(O ing out· own way. 

'l'ht• Le-~som; : Bcinl( " horna l(ain" s imply mea ns that 
we begin life a gain with a 11 l'w nature and a new char­
;tcter. It is a fresh star t. It is the embodiment of a new 
spir·it d ifferent f rom the old. When we ente red the 
wol'ld the first t.im(•, \\'t' hot·c tlw li kenes:; and s piri t 
of the wol'ld jus t as we inher·it ed certain ph_,·sicallrail~ 
from ou r parents. Beinl( born again is a birth of the 
Spirit. of God which sta mps II is imal(e upon us and 
thus makes us His childn·n and hc•irH lo Hi s blessing-s 
in life. It iR a miraculmts hirth in which lhe fo rmer 
things pass away and all thin)(s become new. We don't 
know how iL happens, but. we know it docs. 

The onl y way in which thi~ rw w birth can be ob­
tain ed is through bcli cvi nl( on .l t•sus. There is no way 
in which the wisdom of thi~ world can accept. or describe 
this procedu re. R ead 1'\umbct·,; 21:4-9 to obtain an 
illust ra tion of what i ~ meant by "looking ' ' at .J esus . 
~ole than an imal(e of that which brous:tht the pl:lgue 
was sullicien l to O\'e t·conw the dft•c!H of t hese ser pent:;. 

o Ch rist was made a cu r,;e fot· us, :111d ~imply looking 
to Him provides s ah·ation. 

The purpose of salva tion is that we mi~tht become 
the "righteous ness of God" ( 2 Cor . 5 :2l ) _ Accepting 
His death a!\ a s ubstitution for out· death m eans we 
no longer live unto ourselves but for Him (v.15 ) . T he 
mark of t he ch ild of God i ~-; his life ( 1 John 3 :10 ) . Fot· 
cxllmplt>, love. Hs we ll Hs oth t•r· I(Ood works, is to he 
in deed, not in word or s pN•ch. Tn other words, action, 
not talk, is lhc s ign of him that. is born of t he Spirit. 

'l'he bit·th of the S pil'it is hut the beginniny of a 
new life. The kingdom of God )(ocs fat· beyond this 
entry point. llowevct·, in o rdt•t· to "Hcc'' o t· "enter" t his 
kingdom, we must begin with the new birth .. This is 
t he t hing which all the prophets prophesied and which 
was ordained fr·om tht' founda tion of the eart h (1 Peter 
I: 1!),20). T his is the door by w hich all .. Jew and Gentile 
alike, enter in to the kingdom of God ( Eph. 2:14-28). 
ll is a g ift of God given thrOlll(h !lis love fo r us . Onl~· 
thJ'OUith this birth o f lht' Rpi ril ca n all the prom i~c~; 
of t he kinf..(dom be rea lizt•d in out· li n·~-

Thou haT commanded us ro 
keep Thy preccp1 ~ diligenrly 
(Psalm 119: 4). 

7 



LESSON 34 - MAY 25 

BAPTISJ\11 OF THE SPffiiT 
DAILY REA DINGS: 

Mcmtltcy : .John l.t : 15-:~ l 
'1' 11 esda y : .John 16 :7-3~ 
ll"l'dl! l'!;d(llf: Acts 1: I -14 
'/'It ursdu y: Ads 2:1-21 
Friday : Acts 8:1-25 
Salvrday: Acts 11 :1-18 
Su mlay : Acts 19:1-12 

MEMORY VERSE : 
F'11r Jcl/w lrlllJI llllplizl'd wi /11 W((ter: but ye shrcll b1• 
IHt/lfiz l'fl with flu• 1/o/y Ghost ·no/ 11/a?l/1 days ltt•ntl' 
(Ad s l:5). 

INTRODUCTION : 

In Llw da.vs imnwdiatt•ly following- the dPalh and 
res unection of the Lord, the disciples were quite be­
wildered. It is understandable lhat jor. doubt, curios ity, 
and um:ertainl,· wen• ming-led in their minds. So liltle 
did they cornp;·l·lwncl what had already taken place. il 
would he normal for llwm to wonder what would happen 
next. We1·e lhe crucifixion and re:;urrection the end of 
tlw Lo rd's ministr~· or was ther e more to come ·t From 
a ll that tht• Lord had pn•vi ously tau~hl. it was certain 
thnt llwy \\'\'1'1.' jus t at tlw IH'ginnin~ of what Cod had 
intended to do for tlwm. 

LESSON NOTES : 
Til l' Com fill In : If it confusPd the disciples to hear 

tht• Lord speak of !lis suffering- and dying p1·ior lo 
the crucifixion. to sav nothing of His rising again. 
one can imag-int• wh:;t talk of •·coming again" or of 
"anuthcr C'omfo rlt• r" did to them. The Aposlle .John 
n•torch; a t leng-th 11 teach in)( which .Jesu:; f{ave them 
l'l')(a rding His ful urc ministry and the questions which 
this teach ing rai sed in their minds. 

St>vcntl basi c poiul s \\'cn> made in this 1·e~m·d. The 
firs t is that li t• wa;; ).[Oiii K lo lw leavin).[ them in om• 
sense, but iu anotlwr seuse. li e at t.he same lime would 
ht·com~ more powerfully present with them. No longer 
would they Sl'l' IIi m as flesh and blood, yet Hi s prc­
S L'IICl' would I){' as n·ul and as pleasa11l as His bodily 
pn•scnct• had het•n. This is t he mcaninf{ of sending 
.. a11ollwr Com fort c r" 1.1 ohn 1 •I : 16). N ole that this 
"other" Comforter wou ld be the Spirit of truth which 
oul.r those who k11ow llim cat! 1·cceive. He would abide 
fon'Vl'l' t \' .ti ) , mak1• I lis ahodt• with us ( v.2:~ ) . leach us 
all things tv.27 ), 1111<1 g lo1·ify the Son (]G:lH ) . Allhe 
same l ime His pre,;encc in the world \\·ou ld r eprov(> 
liH' world of sin. ri g-hteous nes:;. and judgment ( Hi: 10) . 

A st•cond bas ic poi nl w11 ,; that thoug-h He was send­
ing "anothe r" Com forlt•r. it wa.; J csus Himself who 
was actuall~· returning to II is disciples in another for m 
< I I: 18 ) . .-\not ht•J·. ~·et not a nother. for the Son and 
tht• Spiri t an• one :1s Ow Fath(lr and the Son at·e Oni.'. 
It i" important to t•slablish that. the Holy Spi l'it. an­
othl'r name fo1· this ot lwr Comforte1·, is a pe1·son in the 
sa me sense as the Fa ther and Son arc persons. As 
such ,.,.e s hould sp(•ak of 11 im as a person . r eferrinSt to 
"llim .. instead of "it, " as if s peal,ing of somt• vagul' 

fo rce. 
'l'h! Hfl[>lixm: Furtlwr lt•aching- by lht• Lord on thi~ 

subject no doubt. took place during those forty days in 
which Jesus spokt• of those things penaining to the 
k inlldom of Cod follow ing- His resurrection C Act~ I :~ J. 
Tht>n that famous l'\' t•nl in church hi story familiar to 
all of us. took pin("(• on llw Day of Pentecost. 

Thi :; is not t ht• only t•vcnl of the '·baptism of the 
Spiri t" r eco rded in the New Testament though as the 
first it has tlw most intt•re:;l. lt was this e,·cnt to which 
llw ot ht• rs Wl'l'l' tomparNl. Changes in a bility and \'i ­
sion occu rred on that day whith were to re,·olutionizc 
the bod,- of Ch ri:-l. ll was this c,·ent which illuminated 
many of lht• t1•athinsrs o f .J c~us and firmly connected H i!< 
ministry to lht• "twomist• of the Father '' and tho:.t• 
wonderfu l fulfillmt·nt;; of prophec.\· which the .J l•wish 
people expected. 

l n all th e documl·nlt>d cve11ls of tlw baptism of the> 
S pirit , ont· point is clt•ar throughout. The expel'it•ncc 
was a sepa I' a tt• s t ng-c• or a work of God, and its occu r­
r ence was evidl' ll t not on ly lo those who ex perienced i l 
hut to those who W<'n' in their company aL lht> tinw. 
In several of llw cast'S, lw li eve rs were baplir.cd so nw 
days afler tlwir tonversion, while in llw case of Col'JH'l­
ius, it appear s lo hav1• happened withi11 momenl'i or 
in conjunction with his acceptance of J esus as His Lord 
c Acts 10 :o.l·l.-15 ). In all cas('s il depended fi1·st upon re­
pentance and ht•lipvinJ£ on llw Lord .J esus Chl'is t. 

1'/u [A'-"·~111/.~: On1· of llH• major si~ns , hut h.'· no 
menns the only s ig-n, o f the bapti:;m was the experience 
of speakin ll in other tong-ues . On the day of Pentecost 
lhese "long-uPs " wen• n•coscnir.ahle by thosp of other 
coun tl'ies who happt' JH•d lo ht> i11 the city nl the linw 
for the g r eat feasl of l'entccosl. In all cases lhe tongues 
magnified and srlori fi <'d Cod and bore witness to the 
work of .J esus r Acts 2: tl: 10 : ,J6 l. 

Th <> word .. baptis m" as used in connection with this 
cxperienct• comes from .J ohn lhe Baptist 's prophecy 
that "He shall baptize with the Holy Ghost and with 
fire" ( Luke :~:16 ). As the body is totally immersed in 
wate1· durin)t wa[(•r baptis m. so il i,; complete)~· sur­
J·ounded and immerst'd in lh!' Spirit o f Cod during the 
baptism of the ll oly Spirit. Other terms are "endue­
menl with power from on hig-h" ( Luke 24 :49 ) , " rc­
cl.'iving ·• the H oly C hosl ( Acts )!) :2 ) , be in~ "fi lled," 
etc. All o f t hese dl':-;crib(• the sanw ex prrience anrl an~ 

i nst1·uctive ns to it s opera lion. 
In the earl,v days of the chu 1·ch one's experi ence was 

cons idt•red incompll'le if lw had not r eceh ·ed th(l Holy 
S pi ri I a s a d is ti ntt I' X pt•l'it•nct•. Rt•penl ancc and fa i lh 
were but I he door -opt•nt• rs to the full measure of bll'ss­
inll that Cod s f.'nt lh1·ough .J esus Ch rist. When Paul 
reached a cit~· and found out that the believers had 
not a s ycl so much a s heard about the Holy Spirit. he 
r e fused to cons idt•r unything else hul labored and 
lausch t unlit lhl'.'' wt•n• fil ll'd c Acts 19: 1-12 ) . 

As soon as Peter a11d the others experi enced the 
baptism. lhey r ca li t:t'd tha l this was "·hat .Joel had 
fo retold <Acts 2: 1li ) . l l was an exprrienC(' fM men 
and women alik1•. for llw old a,; Wl'll as t he young- cv. l 7 1. 
Singled out for pari icular mention a1·c the ·'scn·ant;;'' 
and "handmaidens." mail• and female s Ja,·es. the hum­
blest class of lll'Opl1• I \' .1 J. Finally it wn ,:; fo r all who 
\\'l'I'L' afar orr. that is. till' Gl·ntilt• ( \'.:~9 > . Pett'l' \\'liS to 
face a test of his own words. later at the home of Cornel­
ius and see them fulfillNI (Acts 11:15-1 ). It is an 
ex perience pl·omist•d to rtll f! Psh and Cod':; promiSE.'!-~ haw 
lll' \ 'l' l' yet been prov1•n fal ,;e. 



LESSON 35 - JUNE 1 

\VITNESSING BY THE SPIRIT 
DAILY READINGS: 
Monday : 
1'ue:;day: 
W eclnesclay : 
Th w ·sclay: 
F1·iday: 
Satu1·da.y: 
Sunday : 

MEMORY VERSE: 

Acts 2 
Act:-~ :\ 
A ct :; 4 
:\ cb 5 : 12-32 
Acf s 10 
Ad s 22 
Ad s 2:~ :1-11; 28 :1()-31 

l311i yc· .shfl/1 I'I' Cl'h'e power ofl cr /1111/ the Holy C:ltoxi 
is com e U1JO/I. 11011: cmcl y e shall be witrws:;I'S 11'1110 

1111' both in ./t'1'Uxa l em, ancl in r(// . .J·udea, and in 
S({ mario , ami 1•11 / o th e u /11' 1'11/0.~ / port of l/11' l'tt l' /h 

I A Cts 1 :8 ) . 

INTRODUCTION: 
T hen : is 110 doubt that a pr imary purpose of the 

bapt ism of th e Hoi~· S piri t is to produce a people who 
will bear witnes~ to th e power of God. \Vitnesses arc 
not only those who speak f reely o f th e thin~:; o f God 
bu t t hos(' whose lh·es s how forth ll is g lory, l t is in 
this sense that lhe entire worlt o f the H oly Spirit in 
ou r lives is to pt·uduce a life which will g lorify God . 
Ther e was a lmo:-; t no witnessing done prior lo the day 
o f P entecos t. However. be.~~:inning with that, day the 
Word o f l;od was declarecl with powct· and boldness. 

LESSON NOTES: 

They Shall fJ,·uphc:;y: Tl is well to r emember that 
the wo rd "prophe~y" means to ' 'bri ng a me.ssa g-e ." A 
prophet of God in the Bible was o tte who brought a 
message from God . H e wa:; a public proclaimer of 
lhe Word of God. Ther e fo1·c, when in connection with 
t he ou tpou ritt g' of t he Holy Ghost. we are told that 
''your ,;ons and .1·our daug'h tcn ; s hall prophesy' ' ( Acts 
2: 17 ) , it menns that they will declare the me:>snge of 
God to their own generation. 

fL goes w i thou L ~a .v i ng' tha l Pe ter wa~ a d i ll'e r cnl 
man foll ow ing' his baptism in t he Holy Ghos t. The words 
he spoke w ere exceedingly effective in declarillg- God's 
message, causin .~~: three thousand to :;ee their need and 
repen t. T o have people " call on t he name of the Lord" 
to be saved is a primary JlUrposc of prophesying ( v.21 ) . 

Exam inin l-{ P e le t·'s word:; we lind the em phas is was 
on the resu n cction of Jesus . Peter used th is as t he 
proof that .Jesus was the Son of God, the Mes~ iah the 
f ulfillmen t o f prophecy and the Sa1·io r o f man kin<'l ( v. 
:~6; 4:2,a:J ). In these se rmons we do not fin d Pe ter 
~tressing t h t' j ttd llment to com e on t hose who r e fuse to 
believe. Rathe r , we see him declarin g the bless ing-s of 
the new li fe to IJt• fou nd in havin g ottl' ;;in::; rem itted. 
.Jesu~ camt' to "bll•s:;" ( see :L 2G) . 11epenlan <.; c a nd for­
.~~: iveness o f .s ins were the foundalion s lones o f a new 
li fe of b less i n~ 12 ::.38 : 3 :19 ; 5 :81: 10 :43 ) . It 1\'IIS t he 
words of '' l his lif e" which t he cli::ciples were com­
manded to preach f 5 : 20 ) . 

His Wihll ·.<;.<;e.s : A wi t nes:; is one who has l•ithe r 
observed somt'lhing firsthand or who has been pe r ­
sonally involved ill an event. What made P eter such an 
d f'C'c tive witn ess was his <•xpcrience of the poll·<·r o f 

God in his own life. N ot only did he experi ence some­
thi n .~~:, he po.sscs,;cd sonwthin.~~: wo rth t.H lk in.~~: nbouL. 
He was able to say " s ud1 a s [ have I give Lhcc'' (H : G) . 
We might note in passin .~~: that t his firs t healing a t the 
hands of th€' apostles fo llowin g P entecost produced 
" perfect soundness" r v. Hi l . Such is (:'ver the case when 
thl' power of God is mani fes ted. 

A pc n ;on s peaks with boldnes::; and authori ty whe n 
he h<\S experi enced somet hing . Nobody can gainsay t he 
teslimon.v of a pen;on w ho has expcri NICl!O rcali t~' · 

Despit e• the ma 11 ~· Ulllt ~ua l and prom it t<>n L blcs:-; ings 
a ttentling his witncssin .~~: . Pete r remained humbl e and 
glo rified God l 3 : 12 ). He nc,·er attracted at tent ion to 
himself o r s poke about h imself : he a lwa.1·s g lori fi ed 
.Jesus ( 4: 10 ) . So much o f our witn e,.;s ing and tes t ify in g 
centers about ou rselves. ln :-; l ead, i t xhould cente r about 
.Tcsus and cause people to desi re Him. True witnessiu .~~: 
will cau.se men to g lorif~· God (v.21 ) . 

Tht' Lt·.~xl/ 11 15 : N o witnt'ss ing- fo r lht.• Lord can be 
cffccli n • and con1· incin .~~: u nless i t conll'.s from a life 
which has experi enced the r eality o f sa lvati on. Not e 
that t he disciples wer e not sent ou t immediately to 
wi tness. although l hey kn('w that, lhat wax to be their 
mi ssion (]\'lat L 2R :20). RallH!r they wer e told to ta rry, 
t hat is t.o wail, unti l tlwy wer e l' nd ucd with power 
from on hi$!h, and only aft e r that wer e they to witness. 
In facl. f t·om the rcadin .~~: of t he fin;t ;:c,•e ral chapte r ,; 
in Act:;. it is a pparent t. ha t l he wi tness in !( was an 
au tomatic Olllj{rowth or the ba ptis m o f thl' ll o l ~· Ghos t. 
No one had lo tell the disc iples to talk about the Lord; 
they wC' re so f ull of t he reality of J esus it just flowed 
ou t. Not. t•vcn Lhe t hreal of man could s top them ( 4 : Hl). 

Boldn t>ss was a resul t of the infilling of the H oly 
Ghost . Whene,·er t h<' Jl o l.'· .'pirit " ·as upon them, they 
s poke I he wo1·d with boldness ( 4 :13,31 ) . N ole t hat they 
prayed specifically that t hey mig ht speak the \o\' ord 
"with nil boldues f; " ( v .:~o ) . Thi,.; praye r wax am;wer cd 
with a noHw r mi)(hty outpou ring of t lw 1-t o ly Spi ri t. 
upon l ite disci pies . 

:\Tany sig ns and "·onder~ 11·er e IITOLI JI: h l by t he 
a pos tll•s C i) : 12 ) . God was confi r m in .~~: II is Word wi th 
s i j.!ns fo llowin.~~:. Beli e\'e rx were added to t he Lord ax 
J c ru:·wl<' m was fi lled wi t h t heir doctl'inc ( 5 :14.28 ) . The~ 
Lord is dependin g on us to be Hi :; witnesses a nd to 
fi ll the world w ith His doct rin e. This cannot be done by 
our own iniliativc no malle t· how well inle ut ioncd OJ' 

hi l!h ly motivated we al'l' . It is the S pi1·it of God which 
convict~ the \\'Orld o f s in. of unri gh teousness and of 
judgment. It is also l he Spi ri t of God which mus t pro­
,•ide lh t• pus h and imp<•tus to make our 1\'i t rwss ing eff ec­
tive. We~ a n ' His witnl'sscs and so is the llo lv Ghos t 
( 5 ::12 ) . lie has commnnded u.s to preach un to th~ people 
and to test ify that it is He wh ich was o t·dainecl of God 
to be t he Judf(e o f C) Hick and dead ( 10 :42 ) . H is wit­
nesRc.s will speak uf tha t \\'hich t hey ltal'l' st•en and 
hoard ( 22: 15 ) . 

Ope n ch ou mtne eyes, 

rhar I may behold wondrous 

rhin gs o ur of Thy l ;~w 

(Psalm 11 9 : 18) . 

!) 



LESSON 36 - JUNE 8 

LED BY THE SPIRIT 
DAILY RE A DINGS: 
.\I IJII(/rt y: 
'l'llt•.{dtty : 
I I' t•d 11 ' xday : 
Th 11 I'Nd ll If: 
F •·itlo 11: 
, 'alt•rday : 
SunJ/a y: 

MEMORY V ERSE: 

.-\ c·t,.: !{: 2!i-.JII 
Act;; 10:1 -2-1 
Acts 1:1 
A<"l :-; I Ii: 1 -:\~ 
:\ct:-; 1ci:J -1, 
Act:-; I 7 : Jli-:~-1 
Act,: LH: 1-18 

/>'or 11.~ ma11y a:< ttl'!' led by l/u• S(Jiril of C:od, lht' //111'1' 
flu :<on:-~ oj C:od ( Rom. 8 : 1-t ) . 

INTROD UCTION : 
('ompari:-;ons are often mack between th(.' t>arl~· 

church and lhc church o f today It is almost ~em•1·all~· 
a~l'!'l'cl thut thl• ' ' dy namic" of tlw cal"l~· chu1·ch docs 
not prcscn tly ex isl as it eli d t ht' ll. ;.1 any \';Hyi nj.! lhco­
ric•:-; have been ;~dvanccd to suppor t thi;; charj.!e. C'cr­
tainlr it is true t hat few, if all)' , 1-! I'OU(l>l of bcli t•vt•l's 
a n· ha vin l-! llw·J, ind of i111paclupun tlw i1· city or ~oc i ('t,l' 
as Pl•tc•1·. Phi I i Jl and the other~ had in t he day:-; l'ol­
lowinl[ Pentecost and up until thl'l'IHI of' the ~ew 'l'c•:-ta­
m('nt e ra .• everal n•a:-ons exi,;t fo r thi:- differcnct• not 
tlw least of which is the mannl' l' in which the Apu~llt·;.; 
wc•l'l' led by the· S pirit. 

LESSON NOTES: 

./t' I'/I:<Olem rwd Srwtaria : One of the hallmarks of t he 
c•arh· chu rch was it:-; ab:;olutc n•liance not onl~· on llw 
pow~1· of the Iloly .'pi ri t but un the leadinl-! of the 
Holy Spirit. Jn conm•ction with this. it mu st be pointed 
out Lhnl. the l cadin){~ of t he Holy S pirit a nd o/JNli('uce 
to llwse lead i ng-s con :-e li luted lhc• strength of Uwi r m is­
sion. As the~· followt•d the promptinl-!s of th<• ll oly 
.'pirit they always had f ruitful r esu lts . 

A va ri ety of met hods werc• used by t he Spirit to 
k·ad II is church. Pi1·st, i t was an "an){el" who told Philip 
to 1-!0 to t lw middle uf a desert <Ads ::Hi ) . llowl•veJ· 
illo)(ical this ma,\' have seemed to the natu ral man. 
Phi lip went. '!'hen th e Spiri t p1·omplcd him to join him­
self to the cha r iot < v.2!l l. From that point ou. i t was 
a matter of explai nin l-! that which he knew to !)(' the 
truth to one who was scck i ng an a n:;wcr < , .. :15). In the 
case of t.he Corn elius, he saw a n "angel" in his vi:-; ion 
<10: :1) . Peter ft> ll int o a trance and saw a vision whose 
s,\'mholic meanilll-! lw didn't undc•1·s tand. Thrct• times 
till' \' is ion had to lw n·pPated lwfo rc his natu1·al n·:;ist­
anct• subsided < 10: 10,17 ). F inally, lhe Spirit commun i­
catt•d to Peter specific knowled)!!' and instruction which 
he followed. li l' l'l' i~ a pcrft•ct l'Xample of the 1-!i ft of 
knowledge, s pokt• n of in I C'ol"inthians 12, in OJll' l'ation. 

11/l enno:;; l l'ar/ 8 of the EadJt: VcJ·y few steps wel't• 
takt·n by the ea rly church without the definite lcading 
of tlw Holy Ghost. Tlw fulfillnwnt of the command to 
l'al'l'.'' I he 1-!0spl'l lo llw uttermost parts of t hl' t•arlh did 
not takp place unt.il the Ilo l~· c :tw:-~t expl icitly din·ctl' cl 
tlw ehurch at Antioch to send Pau l and Barnabas forlh 
to tlw work to which they had hec·n previously called. 
W t• are not. fold <'X:td ly how t hi~ lw owlt'dl-!f' was t·om-

10 

municatccl to the ch urch . We clc know that it wa~ a 
Spi1·it-fi iiPd church and a S pirit -clin•cl l•d church that 
spt•nt much liml' in wailin~ before tht• Lord <1:3:2). 
Whate,·er leadings Paul and Barnabas had as to the 
specifics of what tlwy were ~epamt ed unto. it is clca1· 
that they judl!t'd all I<• ;Hiin j.!s in lil!hl of the Scripturl':-; 
( \' .-17 ). 

A ve ry s ignificant role was play1 d by the l lol~· 

S piri t in the Firs t Church Council. Note that 1•vcn 
thou)(h Uwsc men Wt' l't• Spiri t-fi llecl and Spirit- lt•d I hey 
did not a lwa~·:; ha,·e per fee t k nowlcdl-!1' just au lorna t i­
ca lly. In!-!rained prejudices and feelin){:; m·e not wipt•d 
awav in ont• b road swevp. Ob;;eJTe. however, how t hey 
l c•nn~d on tlw ll ob· Spi rit. fo r )!uidann•. Peter U>'l'd hi:; 
ex (ll'l'iPnC<' of being lt•d by th1• Holy S pirit. as an arl-!u­
ment in favo r of al{n'l'i ll l-! that s ah·a t ion f'nr the Gcnlih·s 
wa~ lh roul-!h fa i th a lone. Pau l showed how his ll ol_\· 
• pirit-in:;pired journey was confirmed by its results. 
Lasth· .. Janw:-' decn•t• wa:; based on the Scriptun• and 
l! i\'!'n. in ll ob· Gho:;t wisdom. fo1· Wl' read how "il 
seemed j.!oncl to t he II ol)' Gho,;t and to u:;," etc. ( .I ii :28 L 

On Pau l's second issionat')' jou rlll' .'' we have an in ­
l<•n•sliny t•xample of how the ~piri t lcd Paul. His own 
inclination wa,.: to 1-!«l to Asia hut tlw Spi ri t somt'ltO\\" 
pr t' \'ent.NI this ( 16:ti l . When hc tht•n thought to !"o 
to Bith\"nia we r ead th t• " Spirit of .Jesu:;" forbad lum 
( , .. 7 RSV ). This is tiH' on ly usc of this expression in 
tlw 1'\t•w Tl•stament. Finally, it was a ' ' is ion which lw 
a nd Lul<e l'l• lt \\'as llw cal l of' t:od \\'hit'lt took him int o 
Eu1·op~. 

Tlu L1wso''-'" : All of the ,·isions :wei dream;; of t.he 
apo~t ll's had ,·cry p1·aclical cff(!ct;... Th is method of lead­
in){ ha~ corm• into mu ch dis repu te in lht·S<' days hl'caus<' 
o f some oft he foo lishlt l'Ss which peoplc have at.lribulcd 
to vision, and othe r l'cvclations . The fact. thal there 
h:ts been so much error and confus ion on account of 
purpor ted vis ions and dreams dol'S not mean t hat all 
vis ion:-; unci dreams an• in en or . God still speak:-; to 
people that way today. One is impre:-scd hy rcHdinl-! the 
accounts in ,\cLs how the visions and dreams did not 
bcconw t he l!!\SC IIC(' 0 r lhei I" I i fc ll nd a :;i j:(ll of RII JWrior 
spiritua lit.''· T hey ke pt thei1· vh;ions to lhcm!lclves and 
acted in rcspon.-e to the lcadin$! thus givt•n. This action 
and its results attest to the )!enuineness of the leadinl!. 

\\' ithou t doubt tlw ;.;Pcr et of th<.• JlO\\'CI' of the early 
ch urch was its de::;in• to know God'" \\'ill and aclin l-! 
upon this knowledl-!l' only after this had h<.•cn l'evt•alecl. 
Once they knew God's will, t hey obe.v~'d t•xplicitly. l\luch 
of t lw t ime they wen• led just one s tpp ala time. Obe­
di<.'nct• to t•ad1 !'itep t't•stdted in knowlcd!-!P of wh at to 
do m•xt. They didn't t ry to ou t-swc,.;s Gocl or plan aht•ad 
fo r !lim. The,· allowt•d Him to lead. and they main­
ta in ed t he s imple faith of just fo llowin j!. It takes a !(r eal. 
deal o f' faith. self-control. humilil.r, abandonment, anci 
oht•di<•nCl' to lh·e this way. V<•l'." f t' \\" o f us arc coutc•nt 
with such a mode. Wc• do have examplc>s today, howl•ver. 
of t.hc result ;-; whi ch those who havt• t•n deavol·ed to 
walk in th is way han• had. 

In all fa<"<'ls of tlwir li,·cs lh<• Holy Spi rit led lht•:-t• 
ca rl,,· discipl t•s. One of thP mo~t nwn·elous t hinl-!s lo lw­
holtl was t.hc manner in which He g-uid('() them into 
a ll l ru ihs just as .J esus had pr omi:wd li e would. A 
Spi l'i t-fillt>d life docs nol in\'est one with completcnc,;s 
Ol' Jll'l'f<•ction. Each cln~· a~ th1• Spirit is allowed to lc•acl. 
1ww lil-!ht i:-; )( iven. Tht• cleci:;ion of thl· Fi rst Church 
Council is an exampl<· of how tlw Spi1·it sm,·c li J.C ht in 

( Conllnucu on lust pagt>) 



LESSON 37 - JUNE 15 

MI ISTRY OF THE SPIRIT 

DA ILY READINGS: 

M vue/a II: 
'J'III'.~c/111/ .' 
H'edut·.~day : 

1'/w ,·.~day: 
F'riday: 
Stllurr/((u: 
Suwl1111: 

MEMORY VERSE : 

I Corinthians 12:1-18 
I Corinthian:-; 12:14-:31 
I Corinthians 1:1 
l Corinthians 14:1-20 
1 Corinthians 14:21-40 
Roman:-~ 12 
1-:pht>s ians 4 :1-l(j 

IJU/ 11 /1 1/i eS I' l!'Oiltl'//t 1/111/ IIIII' 111/c/ i/te .~l!lf.~a/111' 
S1>i1·it, dividing to PVI' I'I/ 1111111 .~(' llf'l'a lly It:> lw will 
(l Corinthians 12:11 ) . 

INTRODUCTION : 

If tht• Comforte t· who is to abide fot·e,·et·, is lo lw 
n:-; powerful as J esJs was among !lis disciples, it i :o~ 
necessar y that H e h:wc a ministry which is precisely 
ordered and effective. By this is m ean t that H e mu ;:.t 
be able to com muni cate truth . :-~ trength, and direction 
to lhu bod,· He indwells . Ht• must be able lo teach, 
instruct. er~courage, and correct just as J esus did. Much 
of thi :-; ministn· comes thl'ough the "gifts of the Spiri t ." 
called " :-;piritual Kifts" in I Corinthians 12:1. In addi ­
tion, it is through t hese g ift s in human being-s that 
the efiicacious powe1· of the ll oly Spirit is manifested 
to the wol'ld. 

LESSON NOTES: 

Thr Gift,s of the Spirit.: Th e l! ol~· Spiri t is a person 
who works in the li fe of ev1 1'11 b!!li ever, for without lhe 
Spi rit of God, no man c11n tu rn from dumb ido l:-; to 
1·ecognii:e .Jesus Chl'is t a!! Lol'(l (1 Cor. 12:2,:3 ) . Fu1·­
the t·mo1·e, the Hoi~· Spil'i t has been promi~eo to all be­
lievers in the form of the bapti sm of the Spiri t as dis­
CII!!!Wd in a pre,·ious lesson. In addition to this, th t• 
llo ly Spiri t g h ·es differ ent ones s pccial abilities in Uw 
body of Christ; these are call eel "spi ritua l g ifts" o1· 
''idfts of t he Spiti t" ( w. 1.4 ) . These gifts are s imilar 
to those abilities .Jesus ga\'u His disciples when H e sent 
them forth O la tl. 10 :1,8) . 

Nin e gifts are li s ted here by Paul. These at·e : lhc 
word of wisdom, the word of knowledge, faith, g i fts 
of hea linJ<, working of miracle!!, prophecy, d iscern ing 
of s pirit !!, divers kinds of l<>ni{II<'S, and in terpretation 
(vv. ·1- 11 ). All these gifts al'l' g ivt•n by the selfsame 

pirit: the1·efor e, there is unity in thei r purpose. They 
are bestowed as it pleases Jli m, thnt is. to whom H e 
plcast•s and in what measu re li e plea:-;es. Operated by 
tlw Spirit. these J<ifts PI'Ovidt• all llw necessa t·y min­
isll'ltlion in the church of God. 

Paul places particular empha:;is on the diversity 
of the l!' i fbl. t he sovereignLy of t he Gi,•et·, and l he 

fact. that they all work to)l'cthcr for one central pur ­
pose - to profit all. 

'flu P lU'PIIIH' of l/11• Gift:; : Appan•nlly the Corin­
t hians had fa llen into thl' CITOI' of esteemi ng certain 
gifts more highly than others and attaching status to 
particular ~t ifts. Neco le:-;s to s ay, this was divis ive, 
hl'(•akin)! the inl!•tHI<'d unity of lht• Spirit. PL•rhaps it 
'''as the more spcclHcu Ia r g ift :-;, such as the ).{ i ft of 
tongues , \\'hich cau)!ht th eir fancy and took them a bit 
ofT the track. In any e\'l~ nt, Pau l devotes much s pace 
to tcachin)( r c)(a rdin l( proplwcy I I Cor . 14 ) . 

Again, ll't it be undcr!ltootJ that to pt·ophes~· is to 
speak the word of God for t he occas ion. Prophecy con­
s isL<> of words that edify. Pxhorl. and comfor L spoken 
d i t't•ct ly by t h t• Spirit IIi mst•l f. They should he words 
"ca~w to be understood'' ( vv. :U)). True prophecy will 
pier~c he:~rts, makin)! manifest its ser1·e ls and c:tusing 
people to worship God ( v. 25). 

The purpose of all prophecy anrl the olher J.( ifts of 
the Spirit is to twrf'cd tht• sa int s . twl'form the work of 
the ministry, and to edify the hody of Ch1·ist ( Eph. 4: 
12 ) . All of these arc wrapped up in the ultimate )Coal 
of tll> l'fect ion. so that all of God's childrPn mi).!ht a t tain 
to n g rowth n •achinl{ tht• "mcas url' of the sta tun! of 
the l'ulne:-;s of Christ" c , •. t:n. I t is tlw whole body of 
Christ, made up or :Ill the ,·al'ious incli,•idual believers. 
that must grow up into lli m in all things in oroer to 
attain to pt•rfl•ction ( \'V, Ji).lU). All g-ifl!'l a1·e not only 
su bscrvien t lo lh is put·pose. bu t l! i \'(' II t hat this put·­
pose might bP n•ached. 

Th r Le.~sons: . nndw iched between the rloctl'inal 
teachinf{s on the gifts o f t he Rpirit is tht> exquisite 
chaptt•r known a :-; "tht• IO\'t' chapte r " ( J Co 1·. 1:{). l t. 
is no accident tha t Paul places this topic lwre. for il 
is the r eal "meat" of the entire subject. The g ifts of 
tht• Spil'it arc temporal'.'' · while lovc ahidt's forever. 
I l ncidentall~· . some hav(' IIHl'd vt• rst• 8 as an arg-ument 
that the )!ifls of thc Spirit were on ly for the cal'ly 
chu rch and these g ifts ha\'e " ended" long s ince. Un­
less we assume that that which is perfect i~> ah·ead~· 
come ( \·. 10 ). s uch an inlcrpn•tation di:-;torl<> the 
tt•ach in)!. } 

All g ifb; arc t•clipscd by Jo,·e. Love is that ''mor e 
t•xcellent way" by which unit~· is maintained, the mea n,; 
whc t·cb,\' tlw )!i fls are op(•l·ated t•fl'<'ct ivc l,\', It i!; so rs­
st•ntinl to r ecogni ze llw ont'IH:ss o f th1• bod.'' of Christ. 
Paul labors O\'CI' lhi-; poi nt, xt ressing that the l>cstowal 
of g ifts is not a sign of favor of one member over 
another. Diffe t·ent ones receive diffe rent !{ifis from 
God, and ench has a pa1·ticular fu nction in the body 
of Chl'ist. X o ont· mt•mber, no mallet· what his gift. 
has an~· more honot· in God's s ight than any othe r . 
All need to find lheit· place and to function harmo­
n iousl~·. 

lladnl{ r ecognized th1• purpose and goa l of S!ifls, 
it is essential that each one pr esent his body "a li\'ing­
~acrificc unto God," that He may fil it inlo His body 
as it pleases Ilim. In o the1· words, we at·e Lo offer ou r­
selvl'S Lo Jlim, wi lli n){ t() he used a :-; li e sees fit. noL 
conce t·nin ).( ourselves with how we an• used o t· how 
ou1· cHI! matches someone e lse's ca ll , and cer tainly noL 
comparing spit·i tual prol{ress by e i t het· the presence 
o1· ab<>ence of a )!ift. It i:-; thP Spirit of God who wnnts lo 
minister among llis peoplt•. As lhc~· pl't•serll them~eh·es 
wholly and acceptablt' as pa rt of t he il· rcasonablt• st-1'\'­
ice, conformable to God and not the world, His ministr.'· 
will 1·each its ultimat(• tWI' fl•cUon. 

ll 



LESSON 38 - JUNE 22 

WORSHIP :L THE PIRIT 

DAILY READ INGS: 

Momlay: 
TIll .<dll 11: 
II' nlii• '~>:£M !J: 
Th rn-.~day : 

F1·iday: 
Srt/ 11 rday : 
S /Ill({ II !f.' 

MEMORY VERSE : 

.John 4 :1-26 
1 Corinthia n:-~ 1·1 
F:plwsians 5: 18-:1:{ 
r Chl'Oniclei' 16:7-:.36 
Psalm 100 
Psalm 149 
Psa lm 150 

(lod i.~ a , 'pirit: rwtl lltl'Y that 1corship him m11.~1 
11'11/'.~hip him in N]>irit 1111£1 in /ruth ( .John 4 :24 ). 

INTRODUCTION : 
\\'orship had alway.; hl•t:n a central feature of I he 

Jewi,;h life .• \llars wer~ continually .:'t!l up by the 
patriarchs for the \\'OI'Hhip of God. :\" ext to the law. 
the l'l'cei,·in).( of llw plan :-~ for lht• tabernaclt• occupil•cl 
most of "i\loses' Liml' 011 I he mount. E rected a~ a pl:tCl' 
when> God would mel'! with His people, Lhe taberuaclc.> 
literalh· became the huh around which thl' .J ew:-~ lived . 
.'olom(;n Iuter bu i It a more .'lplcndid temple. aud hi :-~ 
fa l }H'I' befon• him had prepared a book Of hyi1111H for 
worsh ip. In .J esu :-~ ' day. the temple rebuilt h~· Jlc1·od 
was still the focal point of all Jewish worship. 

LESSON NOT ES: 

I n Spirit a11d Tmlh: The ;-)amari lans had their 
roots in the .J cwi!ih uaLion and thus lwd a similar 
l<nowled).(c o f I he won;hip of God . As descL•ndants of lht• 
no1'lhcru kingdom ( 1 :-~nwl) who had intermarried wil h 
heathen nations at the lime o( their captivity, they wer e 
hal f-J ews . Natu ra lly, har d and fast boundaries of pl·cj­
udic<' we re drawu lwlwN•n tlw "pure' ' .Jews and lhe 
''im}Hire" ,'amarilans. Piously excludinsc each other 
from their society, the .Jews worshipped al Jcru:-~alem 
and the Samaritans in Samaria. o !P·eat were t he feel­
ing-s between .Jew and Samaritan that Jesus once u:-~ed 
the illustration of :1 Samaritan helpin$! a bcatcn .J t•w 
as the uiLimate of hrothel'l~· love, and the woman nt 
t he well wond ered w hy a Jew wou ld a sk a Samal'itan 
fo1· water , secinl! "lht' .Jews han! no dealinscs w il h the 
Samaritans'' ( .J ohn 4 :!l ) . 

The hea rt's cr y for n•alit.r knows no human bound­
a t-y. Wor shi p an d church set·vice::; may lieem to a u­
S\I'CI' t he heart's inner cry for peace but only serve to 
stimulate the desire further when such won;hip docs 
not ha\'e realit~·. Perhaps it \\'<IH the knowll•dscc of the 
inner longing of her lwart which made ./ <>sus s1wal< 
to this Samaritan of low repulut ion. Quickly the con­
,·ersation turned to lht•i1· differences of worship as :-~o 
oft<•n happens, l'\'t'll toda.' .. J,•sus cut through the dif­
ficully h.1· cll'fiuing Hw lru(' worshipper as (llle who wus 
not confined to limP o1· plac<' o1· l'ilual in his \\'o t·:o~h ip 
but who wo•·shipped in spirit and in truth (v,·. 21-2-1 ) . 

J>uti!le 'llld 7'/unt/.w!Jillhty : Both the Old and ::\l•w 
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Teslament exhort t lw worshipper to A"h·e lhanks. Li ,._ 
in g in a s tal l' of pertwtua l thanks~ i\'i nJ.! and joyfulnt•s~ 
rt').(:u·dless of tht> ci rcunlslancl's is what Pa u I t•x pt•clecl 
of the Eplwsians 1 5: I H-21J l. Paul wa..; not so nah·t· as 
to think that circumstances would a lways be cau se 
for people to rejoict• 1tatu1·a lly. Yet lw told Uwnt to 
J.!h·~· "lhanl<s alway:-; for all thiu).(s uuto God." Wor­
s hipping the Lord is enjoying llis Jll'l'>H~n cl•. BeiiiJ.! 
f1ll Ctl wi th the Spir it !ihou ld cause us to :-~ing and make 
melody in our hca1·t:-~ to the Lord. 

\\'hen David brought thl• ark to Jerusalem. hL• Iau){ht 
hi:. peoplt• how to worship t I Chron. lli:7-:{ti ) .. \partial 
list of :;onw of the ways he included in hi s \\'or:-~hip art> 
"gh·c thanks." ' 'sing unto Him.' ' "glor~· in His name." 
.. rejoice." '' ldl or II is wondrous works.'' "be mindful 
of ll is CO\'l'nant.'' t•lc. :\"one of thesl· Sll ){){l'St at all 
tlw moumful and sad l'itual which we sonH'timl'H think 
is very relis.r iou:o: .. J o.v a 11d peuce a rc to be the t rade­
mark of tht• true worshipper. How we need to learn 
more to conll• lwfon• II is pn•st•nce with !iill){i iiJC, rual<in).( 
11 j o)• l'tll noise untu lhv Lord. Over and OVl'l' a gain. 
David's psa lms tel l us to scn •c llim with g la dn ess. to 
e nter His gates with thankss.rh·ing and into His courts 
with pr:tise. 

'1'/u Lt ·'~·'~Ill/.<: (;od is SCL·ki uJ.! Lhose who will wo•·­
s hip Him in spirit a11d in truth (.John 4 :2H l. Often 
we think that we must take the initiati\·e and su·ain 
to g-et God's allentio11. when all t he time li e is Sl'l•k inJ.! 
us. i\laking co11tact with God is a matter of pull inJ,! ou r 
whole spiri t iuto tlw t'XL• t·dsc of worship. Ritua l, fo rm, 
chu rch ser\'iCes. 01· ot her devices of worship an• not 
the essence of worship. In some cases the.'· may lt <> lp. 
hut I h<> t ru e wor:-~hipp('l' is tlll l ' who \\'OI'ships tlw Lord 
with his inii('I'I1Hlsl bL· iu).(. Such worship can lake place 
an.vtime and anywhcrc. and ind~ed should take plat.:t• 
all the time and e,·crywher e. 

Praise and Uwnksgiving a 1·e not natural functions. 
U nforlunatl'ly, \\'l' al l Jli'OVe l.o hl· unthankfu l. It lakes 
a !ipecific etrorl lO be joyful at all tim~s. Dowu throu~-Ch 
the pages of church hi :-~ tory up to the prcsem day, we 
ha,·e examplt·s of llll' J(reat triumph:; which cnmc to 
those who li\'l' cl a Ji ft• of prais ing the Lord. ·Ma nv o f 
Uwm had to train lheml'lelvcs lo !limply sa.v. "Pntis~· thL• 
Lon!.'' when trials came. ( A n~·one can say, "Praise 
the Lord,'' when they are basking in t he sunsh ine of 
' ' ictory! ) Why wou ld Pau l ami David a nd olhc rs con­
tinually urgp us to p1·ai :-~e t hl• Lord unlcs!i there wm: 
a Kl'Cllt lesson to be learned here'? 

Pan of the difllculty in praising the L ord is the !ielf­
consciousness of 1·ejoicing before an un!ll'Cn P en;on. 
Yl'L we must 1·emembl•r that God is unst•cn and beinsc 
a Spi1·it want s us to t•ntL•t· into worship with ou r wholl• 
spirit. "In truth" means g iving ourselves comple tely, 
not as a fo r m bul as a u honest experience. A nother 
h i11d rance to prais i11g the Lord is the cou:-~ciousncss of 
ou r own mis takes. Rt•mt•rnbcr, we don't pra ise the Lord 
fo r what we are, Wl' prai:-;e llim for what li e is. A:~ 
a well-known motto 1·eads, " Pmise the Lord - a n v-
how.'' · 

I w ill bless rhe Lord 
ar all rime. : H i" prai .e 
sh a II co n 1 in u a II y be in 
In y 111 o ut h ( P sa lm 3 4 : L ) . 



LESSON 39 - JUNE 29 

'\ ALI(ING~THE PIRIT 

DAILY READ INGS : 

M1md11y: 
7'11I'Mflll/: 

II' cdncsdu If: 
Thu1·8d1111 : 
F ridalf : 
Sntu ref" 11: 
Suntlay: 

MEMORY V ERSE : 

!loman~ :1 -17 
Ga la! ian~ i5: I :i-2(i 
Eplw~ian~ ii: l -14 
Eplw:~ians 5:15-:\:3 
fo:pht·.;ian:-: 6:1-18 
('olossian:< :l :1-11 
I .John I :1-10 

'/'hi:~ I wru /111'11 , u:a/1.- in 1/11' Soil'if, 1111d If~' shttll 110/ 

fulfill 1/11' / 11 .~( .~ of /./u• flt• .~ h < C::ll nLianH 5: I G}. 

INTRODUCTION: 

Onct• a 1wr:-on iH born of tlw Spi ri t. it ~hould be 
im·,·itahiL• that hi;; lift• he li\'l•d in th t• Spirit. A~ b irth 
is fo llowi'CI h~ lifl'. th1.• hi r th of the Spi ri t must be foi­
IO\\t•d hy ~t ro" th and dt•H•lopnwnt into the matu rit~· 
of a waiJ.. in tlw Spirit. 

This walk in thf' Spirit will afl'1.•ct all aspects of the 
life wlwt h L• r· il Ia• businto:-:s. soda!. o r in lhe home. 
Sit~wlions arisl' rlaih· in whidl tlw lh•sh in its natural 
s tate r eacts in a wa~· which dis plt•asl'H God. The walk 
in the ~pirit i~ a life in which each nclion is in accor­
dance "ith God ':-: will. thus fulfillin~ the law of right­
eousrw~:-:. 

LESSON NOTES: 

A/fc ,. 1'h1 Spirit: T lw 1w rson who has truly be­
comt' a rww cn•ature in Christ will st•ek a walk which 
is "after the Spi rit. ' ' C lear!~· . a dis tinction is made in 
Homans 8 belwt•f?n lhost• who choose to walk ''after 
the fl esh" and those who choo:-~e to walk "after the 
~piri L" ( v. 1 ) . Tho~;c who havt• n •cPivl•d the Spi r it of 
Chri~L ~hou l d become "spi ri tua lly mind t•(l, " 'l'hal i,;, 
lh<'Y wi ll mi nd tho:-;e thing-s which a t·e above rather 
than the lhin){S of the flc~h ( vv.5,G ) . 

1'he wa lk aft<.'r the Spi1·it is both the r esponsibility 
of t lw ht•lit•ver and tht• ht• r·it:t){l' of hein){ in Christ. 
ll is without question the ))('Ji <• ''~'r's responsibilit~· to 
make 1 he choice of yield in){ his members as instru­
ment;; of righteousness. Even lht• r c){enerate mind will 
be tcmplNI towards ca rnality. This ca rnal mind is 
enmity ll){nim;t God and cannot plt•:tse ll im ( \T.7,8 ) . 
Yet while the choice is up Lo us to wa lk afte r the Spir it, 
our own em•r ).!y wi ll prove inadequat e. On ly as the Spil'i t 
becomes life will wt' be able to live afte r th e Spir it. 

This Ia tt l'l' point dPs<•n •es tom phasis, for it declares 
one of tlw ){rand I ruths of tlw lwli t'n•r 's walk. If the 
Spil'il of Chris t dwells in us . we h:we God ';; emphatic 
promise that thi,- . 'pirit will quirl·:c 11 our mortal bodies. 
In a n•ry n •al Sl'nse. lhi:; can apply to the healing of 
our hodit•s if that bt• a rwt'd. In an l'\'l'll l:tl').!er ;;en;;e. 
it nppliP~ to ou r dnily walk and conduct before God 
( \'.11 ). As heirs of God and joint-heir:; with Christ. 
bein A' children of the heave nly Fath er. we hm·e the 
privilc){<' and opportu ni tr o f s hal'in )( in tht• J.rlorie:; of 

ht•aw n hy yieldi ng' ou r:--eh<·,; a,; vt·s~wls to the Spi rit of 
God and allowirw tht• rig-hlt•uu.,n<'S>~ of tht• law to bt• 
fulfilled in us. 

F l'uits of tin . pirit: Bl·ing- ht•a,·enly minded and 
carin).! for tho:'e thinS(s "hkh an• aho\'c - walkinS{ in 
tht• :pi rit prod utt> po-1itin· and concrete results in 
thi~ )if<'. It enabh·s u:; w lh l' in lhl'~t· hod it•:> in a wa~· 
which hono1·:-~ nnd plt•ast•,; God. 

P on •mos t on the )i,..( of tht· f ruit of the Spi ri t is 
]o\'(•. l. istl•cl as lwi ns.r ahO\'l' fai th and hope and that 
e ll'mt•nl without. whit·h thl' g- if t.; of the ~pirit lll'r a 
:-~ham. loq• dt•marHis a thang,• in ou r natural in~tincts . 
F01· example. it me<m,; kindrw~s to all. no matter how 
unkind thP\' ma,· tw to us. lt nH·ans t•slteminl! the othe1· 
lll'r~on lwttt•r l·han oUI'st')\l•s. Can tlwJ·t• be anythinl! 
mon• contran to the nallll al man t han this '? Yel this 
is what th~· life of the Spirit i =- about. and unless il 
is appliNI to tht• most di tllcult drcumstances, it has no 
\ ' llhtl'. 

/\ nol hl'l' t·xamplt• i,; j oy. It is Pasy to rejoice wh1.•n 
thing11 go we ll. E,·ell llw world shout:; and r ejoices 
wlH'n it ,;! ri kl·s good fo l'tun(•. Bu1 tlw Rible calls fo r 
('hri ~ t ians to l't•joict• 11[11'1/fiS. II is (o ht• a Wll,V or life 
wht•l't' in tht• mo,;t t r ,,· ing or tinws and llw most J.rl'l\ 1-
ing of situa tion:; tht• natural in~tinct-; arc mortified 
and the hl'art g ivl.'n to n ·joic ins.r. 

Tht• mattpr oi' inw;tnl puril.' is a furthc1· fruit of 
tlw .'pirit. l\<•t•pin).! our nunc!" ... l t nn thosp lhins.rs which 
an· ll'tll', horw:<t. pur,·. mul lnn·ly. and rl.'jcct i ng the 
impur·t thou~thl,.. and ... u )!)!t•s t inns "hich constantly 
come our way i:; the n ·sponsihi li t.\· of the chi ld of God . 
\\'hat a man thinkcth in his lwart. >'O i;; he. 

'l'lu· / ,t .~.~1111.~ : Th1• fnd that tht• Chri~t ian finds him­
self in a warfan• is cH•rywlwn· :td\now led~cd in the 
Bible. That thi,; warfare is a conflict between the works 
of the flesh o r the "natural'' man and the fruits of the 
:-:;pi rit or l hl• spiritual man is nlso acknowled)!ed. 
Th<> flt·~h and lhi' Spirit an· contra1·y the one 
to t he othe1· and ti~hl a~ainsl each other. Keep in 
mind that Paul wa::; \\Tiling- his in:>tructions to r egencr­
a te pt•ople. There i!i noth in~ aut om a tic ahou t com·er­
sion, lht• r·t•fo n•. which w ill hl'ing- a hall to this con­
fli ct. In fact, onc(' a rwnwn IH'C<>ml':; a child of God, 
the battle lin es are drawn and this conflict begins 
in cn rne~t. Conversion shou ld bring w ith i t the cle~;ire 
fo r a li ft• wa lkt•d in Uw S pirit. ( Cal. fi: 17). 

'!'he r<• is a defini te step 1111 tlw part of the Ch r is tian 
which mus l be taken in thi s warfare. That is, he must 
see to it that his heart. is set. on walkin!( in the Spirit. 
Rt•peatt•dl~·. Paul exhorts Ch r ist ian lw lie,·crs lo "Walk 
as ch ildren of light": "Mortify your mt•mbers'': " Seck 
those thing's above," e tc. In a :< t•nse. we contJ·ol the 
degr ee of the life lived in the Spi ri t by t.he degree 
to which we gi,·e place to the fll•sh or • pirit. Paul 
warned thal if a IHl l·son con i inut•d to allow the works 
of the fl cHh to r ule and have the mas tery in his life, the 
life of God would be s tifl ed. As we cons tantly main­
tain ou r )!Uarcl and :-eek to w:dk iu the Spi r i t rather 
than gi,·ill){ place to the flp,;h, \\'(' find that. the Spirit. 
Tlims<'lf comes to take fullt•r t·on lml so !hal the fruits 
of the :pil·it bt•come a nalur:tl outgr owth of our lh•cs. 

People frequenll~· credit computer,; with being bril­
liant. They are not: tlw.'· an• cont rolled by a pro){ram 
which nwticulous ly ~uides it lu Jll'l'form C\'t•n it:; minut­
c:-t task:>. Its bl'illiancl' liPs 111 ib failurt> to be able 
to do anythin).! on its own and )!i\'in~t place to the pro­
gnlm .. o it mu;; t be in the ('hl'isti:lll ·s life- we l!i,·e 
phlCl' to thl• Spir it of Gnrl tn lin• and wa lk in us. 
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(Continued from page 1) 

with IIi;; '' hul'inl. ' ' l\ote how :\lnry 's action wa;; oppo;;ilt' 
to that of .Judas . Where :\Jary spent f reely in Jo ,•e, Judas 
;;old his :\laster for money. 

Tlw n•surn·clion is t he )( realest event of mankind. 
1\ o otht•l' pt•rson has C\'Cr been able to claim or provl' 
s uch a feat. It lent credence to the Lord's claims and 
Jli'O\'ed li t• \\'Hs the Son of God. His power o\·er death 
dt•mons lra tPd Jlis complete mas te r y O\'e r s in :\lid all 
ih t·ffl•t·ts. 

~ ( ·onlinuccl from page 2 l 

dn•am ) was in power when the J ews r e turned from 
Px i l(•. This empire overthrew t he Baby lonian t•m­
pit'l•. Li kt-\\' hw, Alcxa mler tlw Gr <>at and his Greek 
l ' lll pi l'l' ( n•pn•;;t•n t !'d hy hronzt• l s uc.:cct·dt•d Lhl' J\1 !•do­
P t• t·s ian vmpire. Finall~·. lhe Roman empire ( i ron, and 
Jatt>r iron and clav ) controlled the world unlil the 
t•sl al;lis hnwnl of th~ Kin!{dom of God (sec Dan. 2 :!HJ, 
·10 l . 'J'nll~· the army of the Roman empire was as st rons.c 
as iron as it suhduPd all nations and c rus hed tlwm 
t sl't• !Jan. 7:7.2:1 1. Later this s tron g kin)(clom. whill• 
sti ll maintainin!{ a :;tron g army, became b ritt!<' and 
hrokt•n lwcaust• of its moral decadence. 

'l' lw smooth "stone" that was cut. from lh<' moun­
ta in without human hands represented the birth o f 
,J ('s us. H e cam t• to establis h a k ingdom which would 
n<'\' l' r lw d t•st royed ( Luke 1 : H1-~~ ) . \Ve sec today how 
all of Uw JC I'<•af ('fnpin•s of the past li <• in ruins so thai 
not a tmct• of llwm can be found. This came about 
partl~· through lhe enlightenment. r esulting from the 
pn:achins.c o f the kingdom of God. 'l'he stone that s mote 
lht> imag<• is becoming a S.C l'eal mountain and is fillin g 
a ll lht> Pa t·lh ( ()an. 2::i5: Rev. l1:15; 19:11i). 

1 Cmlli nucd from page 3) 

Jo:zck il• l li ved up to h is call of be ing a watchman. His 
11n11w nwans "God str engthens.'' ~o clo~e w <' rc I ht> ac­
tual t'VPII!s of his life hound lo his mini stry t.hal. on 
llw day wh1•11 llw fina l sic[!e of .Je rusa lem hc~-rnn. his 
wift• lwca mc s ick and died (Ezek. 24:1-18). B lame fo1· 
tlw failure of the people is laid at Lhe f eet of lho::;c 
" s hcph <• t·ds ," t ht• leade r:; of the peovle . who wer l' un/ 
faithfu l In 111ini s t<• r to God's people as they ou).!hL ( :l'l: 
1- 12). 

God's ch ief complain t. against His pcopiP was the ir 
idolatry. Worldliness is idolatr~· . It i:; loving, s.coing 

aftt•r, and secki ns.c the )(Ods which the world worship;;. 
In many cases. the pt'ople of .J udah a lso sou)(hL God, but 
not u•illt their whole h l'arl : t hey wer e taken up with 
othe r gods. God is working to deYelop a people who are 
wholh· His . who;:e c ,·e;: arc ;; insdc. All of the things 
li e h:;s pl·o,·ided, ~uch a;; a new hca t· l and a new spirit, 
are d t•s igoncd to gather a people who will sen·e Him com ­
pletely a nd do ll i;: will. The s.clo rics to be r eceiw d b~· 
those who make this choice is beyond description. God's 
~lor~· is ).!OinJ[ t o fill all the t•arth without qtH•:;tion. 
and li t· o fft•r:< us the privilt·~{' of bt•in~ a pa1·t of this 
)(lo ry and of being till!'d with this ~do1·y . 

·'· 
··~ 

:!: 

(Continued from page .J) 

lhc arm of nesh ( vv. H-25: Tsa. 46 ) ! God is !)Owerful 
('nousdl to accomplis h Hi~ wil l, and Tiis power ha:; been 
manift•stt•d fr cqucnll.v on behalf of !l is people and will 
ag-ain he clispla~·ed in the li ves of l hosc who w ill ll·us f 
in Him. Hi !=~ purposes will be accomplished r eg-ardless 
of what we think. 

(Continued from page :i ) 

tlw kin~clom of God and Jlis ri ~ht<•ous twss. Own alltlw 
things we ha\'e need of will be addNI to us, and our 
lives will be rich and f ull ( i\latl. 6::~:3 ) . 

Tn outward appeantnce l he new temple failed to 
match the splendot· of Solomon's. ;\lany wept at. this 
in ft•l'io•· product. God was not inlercstt•d in the out ­
wal'(l appcamncc or its s ize. H e was looking fo r a 
p lace prepared for His )(lory. H musl be r emembered 
lhat tlw glot·~· of God was so ~t rcal in Solomon's temple 
tlw pl·it•sts could not minister. God promi:;ed an evcn 
)(realt'r s.c lo ry fo r thl' latll' l' lpmplc. liH• "J.n·eat t t•mpiP 
o f God," the church of which thi:; rPhu il l temple w;ls 
a type ( Eph. 2 :30 ). The goal of God's work is lo fill 
this house• with J.dory. '!'his H I' has promisNI and the 
J.r l o r~· is bc::oncl description. 

. ·. 
·.~ 

.. : .. ... 

1 <.'ontmucd from pag e <I 0 l 

a matlt'r of g reater importance. Also both Peter and 
Paul illus tra te how the SpiritlPd them dai ly into fuller 
li)(ht I'P)(Hrclin)( thl' k in )(dom of God. Wt• miss 11 J:! l'('/1( 

1l<•al of hh•ss ing \\'ht'n wP fail to PntPr inlo the place 
of livins.c a Spil·i l-lcd life . Compll'Lc sonship enlitlc;.; us 
to thl' kno\\'l ('d~c of what the Fathe r would have us 
do and lo tht> m~·steri l's of II is k i n)!dom ! Acts R: 14 ). 


