— Lesson 43 —

PUBLICANS
DAILY READINGS:
Monday: Luke 3:1-17
Tuesday: Luke 5:27-39
Wednesday: Luke 7:24-35
Thursday: Luke 15-1-10
Friday: Luke 15:11-32
Saturday: Luke 18:8-14
Sunday: Luke 19:1-10

MEMORY VERSE: Matthew 21:31b

Jesus saith into them, Verily | say unto you, That the publicans and harlots go into the kingdom of God before you.
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INTRODUCTION:

Even though Israel had its own king, there was no doubt in anyone's mind who had ultimate power and
authority in Palestine. Herod was, at best, a nominal (in name only) ruler whose reign was entirely at the pleasure
of the Caesars. Roman soldiers were garrisoned throughout the land within a short march of any possible
disturbance. Furthermore, as a subjected nation, every Israelite was forced to pay taxes to Caesar. These
were collected by Jewish men who, along no doubt with other choice names reserved for men of their
profession, were called "publicans." This term came from the word used for the public treasury, "in
publicum," into which these taxes went. As if being a traitor to Israel was not enough, these publicans used
their taxing ability to extort as much as possible from their Jewish brethren. Whatever they were able to
collect over and above that due to Rome was their personal profit. Many did quite well enriching themselves
this way.

LESSON NOTES:
Sinners and Publicans: In the eyes of every Israelite there was no lower level of existence than the
publican. They were without exception the rankest of sinners.

Even in this despicablerrgs society they retained a separate stigma (a mark of disgrace or infamy). \When the
Israelites spoke of the off-scouring (the social outcast) Of society, they always used the term, "sinners and publicans"
(Luke 5:30). Picture the utter contempt with which those strict separatists, the Pharisees, looked upon these
crooked traitors.

Luke But their scribes and Pharisees murmured against his disciples, saying, “Why do ye eat and

5:30 drink with publicans and sinners?”
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We can well imagine the horror with which the Lord's friendship with these publicans was greeted.
After all, a man is known by the company he keeps. And what self-respecting man would be caught dead in
their company, no less a prophet who claims to be the Messiah. What juicy morsels of gossip must have
winged their way through Galilee when this self-styled "king" was caught consorting with harlots, sinners and
publicans, even sitting down to eat with them (Luke 15:1,2). More condemning was that one of them, Levi by
name, was part of that official group known as His disciples (Luke 5:27, 28).

Luke Then drew near unto him all the publicans and sinners for to hear him.
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2And the Pharisees and scribes murmured, saying, “This man receiveth sinners, and eateth

with them.”
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Luke ?’And after these things he went forth, and saw a publican, named Levi, sitting at the receipt
5:27, 28 of custom: and he said unto him, “Follow me.”
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2And he left all, rose up, and followed him.
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To their credit we find the publicans themselves quite receptive to the gospel. They were well aware
that they were indeed sinners. Many of them came to be baptized of John (Lu. 3:12, 13). Others were eager
to have this teacher, whose doctrines convicted them, come to their homes for lengthy discussions. Many
there were who brought fruits "worthy of repentance" and found friendship and the acceptance which society
had denied them.

Luke 2Then came also publicans to be baptized, and said unto him, “Master, what shall we do?”
3:12,13 NEMERZESZE > MR XF > RMEFEEE ?

3And he said unto them, “Exact no more than that which is appointed you.”
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Parables: As a response to the murmurings of the Pharisees and scribes, Jesus told three parables
including that well-known and beautiful one called "The Prodigal Son" (Luke 15). Keep in mind that Jesus was
taking aim at the attitude of the Pharisees and scribes over His association with the publicans. While all three
parables very graphically, portray the Lord's intense desire to seek and save the lost, the primary lesson of
each of them is the joy which accompanies the finding of the lost. The lost sheep is brought home rejoicing
(vv. 5-7). Similarly the woman finding the lost coin rejoices when it is found and invites all of her friends in to
share her joy (vv. 9, 10). And without exception the major point in the parable of the prodigal son is the joy of
the father at the wayward boy's return. Contrasted with this is the grumbling of the elder son over this
rejoicing, to which the father replied, "It is meet that we should make merry and be glad: for this thy brother
was dead and is alive again; and was lost and is found" (v. 32).

Luke >And when he hath found it, he layeth it on his shoulders, rejoicing.
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®And when he cometh home, he calleth together his friends and neighbours, saying unto
them, Rejoice with me; for | have found my sheep which was lost.
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7| say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more
than over ninety and nine just persons, which need no repentance.
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Luke ?And when she hath found it, she calleth her friends and her neighbours together, saying,
15:9,10 Rejoice with me; for | have found the piece which | had lost.
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10 ikewise, | say unto you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner
that repenteth.
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Luke It was meet that we should make merry, and be glad: for this thy brother was dead, and is
15:32 alive again; and was lost, and is found.
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Clearly the Pharisees should have rejoiced that their brothers (the publicans) were finding salvation.
That is, this would be true if they were sincerely interested in their spiritual condition. After all, this would
have removed the greater part of the complaint they had against the publicans by making them honest and
responsible citizens. But in their own self-righteousness they had no feeling for these who went astray.
They were angry that as righteous "elder brothers" they never received the approbation (approval) they felt they
had earned.

THE LESSONS:

Never do we read that the Lord ever condoned (overiook) the sin of the publican or of any other sinner,
for that matter. He was always forthright (up-front) in making them to see their sin and their need for
repentance. As a general rule, however, the publicans were responsive to this message, seeing their need
and repenting of their sin (Luke 7:29). For example, note the fruits worthy of repentance which Zacchaeus
brought (Luke 19:1-8). Half of his wealth he gave to the poor, and fourfold restitution was made for that
which was dishonestly gained. This is the kind of repentance which brings salvation no matter how deep the
sin.

Luke And all the people that heard him, and the publicans, justified God, being baptized with the
7:29 baptism of John.
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Unfortunately it is the "good" people who find it hardest to accept the teaching that all have sinned
and all need to repent and turn to God. Those who consider themselves religious are often the most self-
satisfied. Religion, no matter by what name (and the Pharisees had the very best), cannot make a man
righteous. Neither do good works earn salvation. In another parable the Lord hit at the righteousness of the
Pharisees and the blindness it produced. Contrasting the Pharisee with the publican, Jesus illustrated the
necessary attitudes for salvation. Coming in honest humility and confession brings justification whereas self-
righteous exaltation only leads to destruction (Luke 5:31,32; 18:14).

Luke *And Jesus answering said unto them, “They that are whole need not a physician; but they
5:31,32 that are sick.
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32| came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.”
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Luke | tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other: for every one that
18:14 exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted.
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It is a simple, yet overwhelming, statement that the entire mission of the Lord was to seek and save
that which is lost. His entire life was given to this purpose. The soul of man is highly valued by God. All of
heaven is joined in purpose with the Son and the Father in seeing lost souls found. Should it not then be the
prime goal and desire of all who name the name of Jesus to be united with Him also in this purpose? The
Christian today appears as though he cares little about the souls of others. It ought to be the prayer of every
one who has experienced the joy of salvation that he be given the grace to share this joy with others and to
have a continual passion for that which causes all of heaven to rejoice. The salvation of souls should fulfill our
joy. If it doesn't, then we ought to search our own souls for the cause of this lack.




Monday: Luke 3:1-17

'Now in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor of Judaea, and Herod
being tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of lturaea and of the region of Trachonitis, and
Lysanias the tetrarch of Abilene,
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2Annas and Caiaphas being the high priests, the word of God came unto John the son of Zacharias in the

wilderness.
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*And he came into all the country about Jordan, preaching the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins;
MEL R ELEN —FH T > EEEBRN RS - F3ESEK -

“As it is written in the book of the words of Esaias the prophet (iaiah 40:3-5), saying, “The voice of one crying in

the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.
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>Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be brought low; and the crooked shall be made
straight, and the rough ways shall be made smooth;
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®And all flesh shall see the salvation of God.”
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Isaiah 3The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the LORD, make
40:3-5 straight in the desert a highway for our God.
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*Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill shall be made low: and the
crooked shall be made straight, and the rough places plain:
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>And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together: for the mouth

of the LORD hath spoken it.
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"Then said he to the multitude that came forth to be baptized of him, “O generation of vipers, who hath

warned you to flee from the wrath to come?
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8Bring forth therefore fruits worthy of repentance, and begin not to say within yourselves, We have Abraham
to our father: for | say unto you, That God is able of these stones to raise up children unto Abraham.
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?And now also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees: every tree therefore which bringeth not forth good

fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire.”
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®And the people asked him, saying, “What shall we do then?”
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"He answereth and saith unto them, “He that hath two coats, let him impart to him that hath none; and he

that hath meat, let him do likewise.”
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2Then came also publicans to be baptized, and said unto him, “Master, what shall we do?”
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And he said unto them, “Exact no more than that which is appointed you.”
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“And the soldiers likewise demanded of him, saying, “And what shall we do?” And he said unto them, “Do
violence to no man, neither accuse any falsely; and be content with your wages.”
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3And as the people were in expectation, and all men mused (ink in their hearts of John, whether he were the

Christ, or not;
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'8)ohn answered, saying unto them all, “l indeed baptize you with water; but one mightier than | cometh, the

latchet of whose shoes | am not worthy to unloose: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost and with fire:
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YWhose fan is in his hand, and he will throughly purge his floor, and will gather the wheat into his garner; but

the chaff he will burn with fire unquenchable.”
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Now in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, 3% # #2 it & 1F fiL & + 1 &
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Luke 23:5-7
>And they were the more fierce, saying, “He stirreth up the people, teaching throughout all Jewry, beginning

from Galilee to this place.”
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SWhen Pilate heard of Galilee, he asked whether the man were a Galilaean.
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’And as soon as he knew that he belonged unto Herod's jurisdiction, he sent him to Herod, who himself also
was at Jerusalem at that time.
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Verses 7-14 in table format

down, and cast into the fire.”
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John the Baptist: “O generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bring forth
therefore fruits worthy of repentance, and begin not to say within yourselves, We have Abraham to our
father: for | say unto you, That God is able of these stones to raise up children unto Abraham. And now also
the axe is laid unto the root of the trees: every tree therefore which bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn
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People

Publicans

Soldiers

And the people asked him,
saying, “What shall we do then?”
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"He answereth and saith unto

them, “He that hath two coats, let
him impart to him that hath none;
and he that hath meat, let him do

likewise.”
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2Then came also publicans to be
baptized, and said unto him,
“Master, what shall we do?”
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BAnd he said unto them, “Exact
no more than that which is

appointed you.”
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“And the soldiers likewise
demanded of him, saying, “And

what shall we do?”
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And he said unto them, “Do
violence to no man, neither accuse
any falsely; and be content with

your wages.”
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>And as the people were in expectation, and all men
mused (think) in their hearts of John, whether he were
the Christ, or not;
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'8)ohn answered, saying unto them all, “l indeed
baptize you with water; but one mightier than |
cometh, the latchet of whose shoes | am not worthy
to unloose: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost

and with fire:
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YWhose fan is in his hand, and he will throughly
purge his floor, and will gather the wheat into his
garner; but the chaff he will burn with fire
unguenchable.”
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3And he said unto them, “Unto what then were ye
baptized?” And they said, “Unto John's baptism.”
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*Then said Paul, “John verily baptized with the
baptism of repentance, saying unto the people, that
they should believe on him which should come after
him, that is, on Christ Jesus.”
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>When they heard this, they were baptized in the

name of the Lord Jesus.
MR ESE > EETMSTR 22 -




Tuesday: Luke 5:27-39

2 And after these things he went forth, and saw a publican, named Levi, sitting at the receipt of custom: and
he said unto him, “Follow me.”

EHED®K KB E > BR—ERE > BFR > LR L - stE MR - KB -

BAnd he left all, rose up, and followed him.
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®And Levi made him a great feast in his own house: and there was a great company of publicans and of others

that sat down with them.
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30But their scribes and Pharisees murmured against his disciples, saying, “Why do ye eat and drink with
publicans and sinners?”
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3And Jesus answering said unto them, “They that are whole need not a physician; but they that are sick.
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32| came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.”
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BAnd they said unto him, “Why do the disciples of John fast often, and make prayers, and likewise the
disciples of the Pharisees; but thine eat and drink?”
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¥ And he said unto them, “Can ye make the children of the bridechamber fast, while the bridegroom is with
them?
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But the days will come, when the bridegroom shall be taken away from them, and then shall they fast in

those days.”
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%And he spake also a parable unto them; “No man putteth a piece of a new garment upon an old; if otherwise,
then both the new maketh a rent, and the piece that was taken out of the new agreeth not with the old.
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37 And no man putteth new wine into old bottles; else the new wine will burst the bottles, and be spilled, and

the bottles shall perish
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3But new wine must be put into new bottles; and both are preserved.
EEF N EEFE T RS E -

¥No man also having drunk old wine straightway (immediately) desireth new: for he saith, The old is better.”
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Wednesday: Luke 7:24-35

2And when the messengers of John were departed, he began to speak unto the people concerning John,
“What went ye out into the wilderness for to see? A reed shaken with the wind?
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But what went ye out for to see? A man clothed in soft raiment? Behold, they which are gorgeously

apparelled, and live delicately, are in kings' courts.
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Byt what went ye out for to see? A prophet? Yea, | say unto you, and much more than a prophet.
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This is he, of whom it is written (malachi 3:1), Behold, | send my messenger before thy face, which shall prepare

thy way before thee.
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Malachi Behold, | will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: and the LORD,
5 i 2 & whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of the covenant,
3:1 whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the LORD of hosts.
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2Eor| say unto you, Among those that are born of women there is not a greater prophet than John the Baptist:

but he that is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.”
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®And all the people that heard him, and the publicans, justified God, being baptized with the baptism of John.
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39But the Pharisees and lawyers rejected the counsel of God against themselves, being not baptized of him.
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*And the Lord said, Whereunto then shall | liken the men of this generation? and to what are they like?
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32They are like unto children sitting in the marketplace, and calling one to another, and saying, We have piped

unto you, and ye have not danced; we have mourned to you, and ye have not wept.
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3Eor John the Baptist came neither eating bread nor drinking wine; and ye say, He hath a devil.
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**The Son of man is come eating and drinking; and ye say, Behold a gluttonous man, and a winebibber, a friend

of publicans and sinners!
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3But wisdom is justified of all her children.
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Thursday: Luke 15:1-10

Then drew near unto him all the publicans and sinners for to hear him.
M E A FE ANE B AT HL Bk - S G -

2And the Pharisees and scribes murmured, saying, “This man receiveth sinners, and eateth with them.”
EFE AR LA T #amed - S AFEFEAN > XEMFIZER -

3And he spake this parable unto them, saying,
HB &k i A Eb gy 5 ¢
4"\ hat man of you, having an hundred sheep, if he lose one of them, doth not leave the ninety and nine in

the wilderness, and go after that which is lost, until he find it?
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>And when he hath found it, he layeth it on his shoulders, rejoicing.
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®And when he cometh home, he calleth together his friends and neighbours, saying unto them, Rejoice with
me; for | have found my sheep which was lost.
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7| say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more than over ninety and

nine just persons, which need no repentance.
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8Either what woman having ten pieces of silver, if she lose one piece, doth not light a candle, and sweep the
house, and seek diligently till she find it?
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®And when she hath found it, she calleth her friends and her neighbours together, saying, Rejoice with me; for
| have found the piece which | had lost.
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19 ikewise, | say unto you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner that repenteth.
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Friday: Luke 15:11-32

MAnd he said, A certain man had two sons:
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2And the younger of them said to his father, Father, give me the portion of goods that falleth to me. And he

divided unto them his living.
N FEACES O BIRERESIREDTG IR o MR B EE S MM -

B3And not many days after the younger son gathered all together, and took his journey into a far country, and

there wasted his substance with riotous living.
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And when he had spent all, there arose a mighty famine in that land; and he began to be in want.
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And he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country; and he sent him into his fields to feed swine.
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®And he would fain have filled his belly with the husks that the swine did eat: and no man gave unto him.
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And when he came to himself, he said, How many hired servants of my father's have bread enough and to

spare, and | perish with hunger!
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18| will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, Father, | have sinned against heaven, and before thee,
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¥And am no more worthy to be called thy son: make me as one of thy hired servants.
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®And he arose, and came to his father. But when he was yet a great way off, his father saw him, and had
compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him.
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ZIAnd the son said unto him, Father, | have sinned against heaven, and in thy sight, and am no more worthy to

be called thy son.
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2Bt the father said to his servants, Bring forth the best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand,
and shoes on his feet:
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BAnd bring hither the fatted calf, and kill it; and let us eat, and be merry:
AR AAEERK ST o 0 DLz g P 4
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23Eor this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found. And they began to be merry.
R R FhiE 5 F 23R m B & » KR X1 HY o b {750 Bh 48 2K -

Now his elder son was in the field: and as he came and drew nigh to the house, he heard musick and dancing.
B » REFIEAHME - AR > BERAE > ERFEEKENES -

%And he called one of the servants, and asked what these things meant.
EOE—EEAK MZ2EPESE -

2’And he said unto him, Thy brother is come; and thy father hath killed the fatted calf, because he hath

received him safe and sound.
AR A BART R HERBESMEEEFNER - EEFEET -

ZAnd he was angry, and would not go in: therefore came his father out, and intreated him.
RNEFAIER > AL i S8 FE 0 2K E

®And he answering said to his father, Lo, these many years do | serve thee, neither transgressed | at any time
thy commandment: and yet thou never gavest me a kid, that | might make merry with my friends:
MW - WREREZFE > RARKLAEFHMNG  RELAFEEHK S LUFEER > WKAHAL—H

T

30But as soon as this thy son was come, which hath devoured thy living with harlots, thou hast killed for him
the fatted calf.
BEiREEN FHEEERTIRESE f—&K7T » IKE Kis THEAFE -

31And he said unto him, Son, thou art ever with me, and all that | have is thine.

B SR RE M EAE > TR A R IRAY

321t was meet that we should make merry, and be glad: for this thy brother was dead, and is alive again; and

was lost, and is found.
HEfmEMTsZ2sEmERE - L XAEe o Bt LIRfTEE = hgg -
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Saturday: Luke 18:8-14

8 tell you that he will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless when the Son of man cometh, shall he find faith on
the earth?
cETFIRM o ERPBENEMmMEET o A ATROEER - BAGERE ELAEREERE?

°And he spake this parable unto certain which trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and despised

others:
Mgk PBELEECEE AN FHH A > & — (# L m

Two men went up into the temple to pray; the one a Pharisee, and the other a publican.
MoAMBEAELEEERSE  —HE2EMNEAN —@#E2RE -

"The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, “God, | thank thee, that | am not as other men are,
extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican.

EHEBEANE  BESHEBEWNESH D MM RE#HK  ABINAGR - AF - ZZZE > LA
% & & fie 52 -

12| fast twice in the week, | give tithes of all that | possess.”
H—HEHEREEMX  NEAEWEHE L2 — -

¥And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his

breast, saying, “God be merciful to me a sinner.”
M T BN ZE » HBEHEZRE AR > HEZFRRE - A - 5 R A 6= 6EFE AN

14 tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other: for every one that exalteth
himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted.
cEHIRM o E A RELBABERET R A LEBESH  SREARE S BEN XA RS -
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Sunday: Luke 19:1-10

'And Jesus entered and passed through Jericho.
HE ik # 7 B K| &F - 1E &€ & 69 BF % >

2And, behold, there was a man named Zacchaeus, which was the chief among the publicans, and he was rich.
A—MWEABUBZ  FHREE > 2MEME -

3And he sought to see Jesus who he was; and could not for the press, because he was little of stature.
MEEENDRHKZEENAN RERAZ MNNEBGEXE > FINAEER

“And he ran before, and climbed up into a sycomore tree to see him: for he was to pass that way.
B EIAIEE 0 B EEE > EEIK O RLSHKLEPELSE -

>And when Jesus came to the place, he looked up, and saw him, and said unto him, “Zacchaeus, make haste,

and come down; for to day | must abide at thy house.”
R s TH# - f88 —F » B © iz > BT R SKELEEIMEKME -

®And he made haste, and came down, and received him joyfully.
fil B = 1T N 2K - ECEE =AY B AR R -

’And when they saw it, they all murmured, saying, “That he was gone to be guest with a man that is a sinner.”
BANER WA THSmSR  MEFNFEAREEEE -

8And Zacchaeus stood, and said unto the Lord: “Behold, Lord, the half of my goods | give to the poor; and if |
have taken any thing from any man by false accusation, | restore him fourfold.”

MoazuhEH ESR C ER > REAAN —-FEE AN REHEE T stEM T -

®And Jesus said unto him, “This day is salvation come to this house, forsomuch as he also is a son of Abraham.
ke - s RBBETER HAEMELEoBHUENFH -

For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.”
ANFR > BEFH > HEKELETEH A -
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