— LESSON 15 —

Daily Readings:

Judges 17
Judges 18
Judges 21
Ruth 1
Ruth 2
Ruth 3
Ruth 4

Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:
Sunday:

In The Days of The Judges

In those days there was no king in Israel; every man did that which was right in his own eyes (Judges 21:25).

MEMORY VERSE:
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INTRODUCTION:

Following the death of Joshua and the "elders that outlived Joshua," the Israelites entered a four-hundred-and-fifty-year
period known as the "days of the judges." Settled in the land of their inheritance, the Lord was obviously interested in establishing
a government over the Israelites in which He was King and Captain. Otherwise He would have appointed a successor to Joshua as
He did to Moses. Such a government is called a "theocracy," where God rules directly over his own people. Later when they asked
for a king, they were rejecting this direct rule of God (1 Sam. 8:7). During the days of the judges, the Israelites failed in serving God.
The summation of this entire period of history is succinctly (briefly; tersely) given in Judges 2:10-23.

1 Samuel 8:7
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And the LORD said unto Samuel, Hearken unto the voice of the people in all that they say unto thee: for they
have not rejected thee, but they have rejected me, that | should not reign over them.
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Judges 2:10-23
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And also all that generation were gathered unto their fathers: and there arose another generation after them,
which knew not the LORD, nor yet the works which he had done for Israel.
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And the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the LORD, and served Baalim:
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2And they forsook the LORD God of their fathers, which brought them out of the land of Egypt, and followed
other gods, of the gods of the people that were round about them, and bowed themselves unto them, and
provoked the LORD to anger.
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BAnd they forsook the LORD, and served Baal and Ashtaroth.
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“And the anger of the LORD was hot against Israel, and he delivered them into the hands of spoilers that
spoiled them, and he sold them into the hands of their enemies round about, so that they could not any longer

stand before their enemies.
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Bwhithersoever they went out, the hand of the LORD was against them for evil, as the LORD had said, and as
the LORD had sworn unto them: and they were greatly distressed.
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®Nevertheless the LORD raised up judges, which delivered them out of the hand of those that spoiled them.
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YAnd yet they would not hearken unto their judges, but they went a whoring after other gods, and bowed
themselves unto them: they turned quickly out of the way which their fathers walked in, obeying the
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commandments of the LORD; but they did not so.
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®And when the LORD raised them up judges, then the LORD was with the judge, and delivered them out of the
hand of their enemies all the days of the judge: for it repented the LORD because of their groanings by reason

of them that oppressed them and vexed them.
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®And it came to pass, when the judge was dead, that they returned, and corrupted themselves more than their

doings, nor from their stubborn way.

fathers did keep it, or not.

hand of Joshua.
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fathers, in following other gods to serve them, and to bow down unto them; they ceased not from their own
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2And the anger of the LORD was hot against Israel; and he said, Because that this people hath transgressed my

covenant which | commanded their fathers, and have not hearkened unto my voice;
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2! also will not henceforth drive out any from before them of the nations which Joshua left when he died:
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2That through them | may prove Israel, whether they will keep the way of the LORD to walk therein, as their

REFILABU O B RBaMYHETFETRNERS -

BTherefore the LORD left those nations, without driving them out hastily; neither delivered he them into the
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LESSON NOTES:

Failure: The days of the judges were days of failure. Anarchy (a state of society without government or law) and lawlessness
abounded as "every man did that which was right in his own eyes" (Jud. 17:6; 21:25).This phrase, repeated so often in Judges, is the
keynote of the book and points out the reason for failure. Rather than obey God's commands, each one did whatever he pleased.

Judges 17:6 In those days there was no king in Israel, but every man did that which was right in his own eyes.
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Judges 21:25 In those days there was no king in Israel: every man did that which was right in his own eyes.
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Compromising with evil and turning to idolatry were the causes of the Israelites' failure. When they were about to enter

the promised land, the Israelites were commanded to drive out all the inhabitants of the land (Num. 33:51-53). This command they
openly defied and refused to obey (see Jud. 1:21, 27, 29, 30-33). They felt they had gone far enough when they put the Cannanite
"to tribute," or slavery, and would "not utterly drive them out" (v.28).

What God has commanded Israelites to do...

What Israelites did.....

Numbers 33:51-53

51Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, When ye
are passed over Jordan into the land of Canaan;
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52-53

Then ye shall

e drive out all the inhabitants of the land from before you, and
e destroy all their pictures, and

o destroy all their molten images, and

o quite pluck down all their high places:

e And ye shall dispossess the inhabitants of the land and

o dwell therein: for | have given you the land to possess it.
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Judges 1:21, 27, 29, 30-33, 28 + K &€

!And the children of did not drive out the Jebusites
that inhabited Jerusalem; but the Jebusites dwell with the
children of Benjamin in Jerusalem unto this day.
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“Neither did drive out the inhabitants of Bethshean
and her towns, nor Taanach and her towns, nor the inhabitants
of Dor and her towns, nor the inhabitants of Ibleam and her
towns, nor the inhabitants of Megiddo and her towns: but the
Canaanites would dwell in that land.
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Tribal Territories BPNeither did Ephraim| drive out the Canaanites that dwelt in
Gezer; but the Canaanites dwelt in Gezer among them.
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EDAN," *s *Neither did drive out the inhabitants of Kitron, nor the
] ',' inhabitants of Nahalol; but the Canaanites dwelt among them,

. and became tributaries. (a person or nation that pays tribute in
acknowledgment of subjugation or the like)
AHmeEELEmVERAZERNNER - REHE
AN EEEAmEHR > RTRENA -

*INeither did drive out the inhabitants of Accho, nor the

inhabitants of Zidon, nor of Ahlab, nor of Achzib, nor of Helbah,

nor of Aphik, nor of Rehob:
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32But the Asherites dwelt among the Canaanites, the inhabitants

""-'-" of the land: for they did not drive them out.
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’! ®Neither did drive out the inhabitants of Bethshemesh,
nor the inhabitants of Bethanath; but he dwelt among the
. PN, Canaanites, the inhabitants of the land: nevertheless the
ey ; 3 inhabitants of Bethshemesh and of Bethanath became
|' ‘ b tributaries unto them.
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-‘\.d_;""\.p' N e \. 2And it came to pass, when Israel was strong, that they put the
\. Canaanites to tribute, and did not utterly drive them out.
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Such compromise led to idolatry. Instead of serving God only, they were taken up with the gods of those people they failed
to drive out. This led to weakness and defeat. The degree to which this idolatry went is seen in the story of Micah (Jud. 17, 18).
Worship of the true God was freely mingled with the worship of idols. Naming his own son as his priest, Micah went ahead and did
what help eased in the matter of worship. Later, he considered himself exceedingly fortunate to come across an unemployed
Levite. Promptly seizing this golden opportunity, he offered the Levite room and board to be his private priest. Then in self-
satisfaction and self-deception he said, "Now | know that the Lord will do me good, seeing | have a Levite to my priest" (Jud.17:13).
While such religious trappings may make a man feel satisfied and comfortable, they only add to his damnation.

Judges 17:13 Then said Micah, Now know | that the LORD will do me good, seeing | have a Levite to my priest.
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Ruth: That the story of Ruth should follow immediately the story of the Judges is indeed a welcome relief. Furthermore, to
realize that the lovely and tender events of this story actually took place during the days of the judges reminds us that though the
nation at large was failing God miserably, there were still some upright individuals such as Boaz in the land (Ruth 2:1).

Ruth 2:1 And Naomi had a kinsman of her husband's, a mighty man of wealth, of the family of Elimelech; and his name
B 5 & was Boaz.
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Ruth became part of the family of God through some interesting twists and turns. Though a descendant of Lot (see Gen.
19:37, 38), as a Moabite she was of that people of whom the Lord forbade His children to marry. Despite this, she became the wife
of an Israelite; soon after she was widowed.




Genesis 19:37, 38 % And the first born bare a son, and called his name Moab: the same is the father of the Moabites unto this day.
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3And the younger, she also bare a son, and called his name Benammi: the same is the father of the children of

Ammon unto this day.
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Ruth saw something in Naomi and her people which made her determined to stay with her and make Naomi's God her God.
In all the world there are no words as beautiful and forceful as the words of devotion which Ruth spoke to Naomi (Ruth 1:16, 17).
Naomi was quite a mother-in-law as well as a witness for God to elicit (draw out) such commitment from an unlearned Gentile
woman.

Ruth 1:16, 17 ®*And Ruth said, Intreat me not to leave thee, or to return from following after thee: for whither thou goest, |
B 5T will go; and where thou lodgest, | will lodge: thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God:
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\Where thou diest, will | die, and there will | be buried: the LORD do so to me, and more also, if ought but

death part thee and me.
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The essence of the book of Ruth is its picture of redemption, communion, and rest. Boaz, the kinsman who "redeemed"
Ruth, fulfilled a three-part obligation which God's law had provided for those in need. First of all, it should be noted that "redeem"
means to "buy back," "buy again," or "re-purchase." The first obligation of the "kinsman" was to redeem or buy back the inheritance
of a poor relation if he sold it to pay a debt (Lev. 25:25). As a second obligation, he was to buy back the impoverished (deprived)
person should that person have been sold into slavery (vv.47-49). Finally, the law provided that should a man die without any child
to carry on his name, the kinsman was to marry the widow and raise up children who would bear the name of the original husband
(Deut. 25:5.6). It was from this union of Ruth and Boaz that the line of Jesus sprang. It is interesting to observe that Obed, the son of
Boaz, was more Gentile than he was Jewish, since his mother (Ruth) was entirely Gentile and his father (Boaz)the product of a Jewish
father and a Gentile mother (see Matt. 1:5).

A three-part obligation of a kinsman to a poor relation... Bible Scriptures

1. To redeem or buy back the inheritance of a poor relation if he | Leviticus 25:25 #j s &

sold it to pay a debt. If thy brother be waxen poor, and hath sold away some of his
possession, and if any of his kin come to redeem it, then shall he
redeem that which his brother sold.
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2. To buy back the impoverished person should that person have | Leviticus 25:47-49 #| % &

been sold into slavery. YAnd if a sojourner or stranger wax rich by thee, and thy brother
that dwelleth by him wax poor, and sell himself unto the
stranger or sojourner by thee, or to the stock of the stranger's
family:
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®BAfter that he is sold he may be redeemed again; one of his

brethren may redeem him:
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*Either his uncle, or his uncle's son, may redeem him, or any
that is nigh of kin unto him of his family may redeem him; or if
he be able, he may redeem himself.
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3. To marry the widow and raise up children who would bear the | Deuteronomy 25:5, 6 = &2

name of the original husband should the man die without any ’If brethren dwell together, and one of them die, and have no
child. child, the wife of the dead shall not marry without unto a
stranger: her husband's brother shall go in unto her, and take
her to him to wife, and perform the duty of an husband's

brother unto her.
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®And it shall be, that the firstborn which she beareth shall
succeed in the name of his brother which is dead, that his name

be not put out of Israel.
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Matthew 1:5 And Salmon begat Booz of Rachab; and Booz begat Obed of Ruth; and Obed begat Jesse;
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THE LESSONS:

Separation from godless associates is one of the first requirements of the believer. Light and darkness can have no
communion or fellowship (2 Cor. 6:14). Christians cannot mix with the world. They must keep close to God and make war against sin
and un-righteousness. In Judges we see how a false toleration of a corrupt people resulted in the undoing of God's chosen people.
Idolatry results from putting the things the world enjoys first in our lives.

2 Corinthians 6:14 | Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with
BmhE®E unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness?
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This lesson can also be turned inward. The Canaanite can represent the "enemies" in our heart and life. If we refuse to drive
them out completely, they will soon enslave us. The Christian is to be delivered from impatience, bitterness, discouragements, a
quick temper, a sharp tongue, etc. It is not enough just to control these enemies; God has promised to utterly drive them out.

The days of the judges were days of great mercy and longsuffering for God. How thankful we can be that God does not
soon get tired of us. In spite of repeated failure, there is repeated deliverance when we call upon His name. Man left to himself will
soon go astray and fail. But "looking unto Him, the author and finisher of our faith," (Hebrews 12:2) will bring victory when we cry
out by reason of our affliction, and will guarantee victory as we continue to look to Him and allow Him to reign.

Hebrews 12:1-2 'Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every
HHEERE weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us,
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zLooking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the

cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.
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Monday: Judges 17 +m=

'And there was a man of mount Ephraim, whose name was Micah.
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2And he said unto his mother, The eleven hundred shekels (about 28 Ib) of silver that were taken from thee, about which thou cursedst,
and spakest of also in mine ears, behold, the silver is with me; | took it. And his mother said, Blessed be thou of the LORD, my son.
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3And when he had restored the eleven hundred shekels of silver to his mother, his mother said, | had wholly dedicated the silver

unto the LORD from my hand for my son, to make a graven image and a molten image: now therefore | will restore it unto thee.
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*Yet he restored the money unto his mother; and his mother took two hundred shekels (about 5 ib) of silver, and gave them to the

founder (creator), who made thereof a graven image and a molten image: and they were in the house of Micah.
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*And the man Micah had an house of gods, and made an ephod, and teraphim (ancient household god), and consecrated one of his sons,

who became his priest.
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®In those days there was no king in Israel, but every man did that which was right in his own eyes.
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’And there was a young man out of Bethlehemjudah of the family of Judah, who was a Levite, and he sojourned there.
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8And the man departed out of the city from Bethlehemjudah to sojourn where he could find a place: and he came to mount Ephraim

to the house of Micah, as he journeyed.
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°And Micah said unto him, Whence comest thou? And he said unto him, / am a Levite of Bethlehemjudah, and I go to sojourn where |

may find a place.
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And Micah said unto him, Dwell with me, and be unto me a father and a priest, and | will give thee ten shekels(about 4 oz) of silver by

the year, and a suit of apparel, and thy victuals. So the Levite went in.
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And the Levite was content to dwell with the man; and the young man was unto him as one of his sons.
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And Micah consecrated the Levite; and the young man became his priest, and was in the house of Micah.
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“Then said Micah, Now know | that the LORD will do me good, seeing | have a Levite to my priest.
ks - BARMBIME LG R - HELA @A RKAELE -



Tuesday: Judges 18 +m=

YIn those days there was no king in Israel: and in those days the tribe of the Danites sought them an inheritance to dwell in; for unto

that day all their inheritance had not fallen unto them among the tribes of Israel.
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And the children of Dan sent of their family five men from their coasts, men of valour, from Zorah, and from Eshtaol, to spy out the
land, and to search it; and they said unto them, Go, search the land: who when they came to mount Ephraim, to the house of Micah,
they lodged there.
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*When they were by the house of Micah, they knew the voice of the young man the Levite: and they turned in thither, and said unto
him, Who brought thee hither? and what makest thou in this place? and what hast thou here?
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“And he said unto them, Thus and thus dealeth Micah with me, and hath hired me, and | am his priest.
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>And they said unto him, Ask counsel, we pray thee, of God, that we may know whether our way which we go shall be prosperous.
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®And the priest said unto them, Go in peace: before the LORD is your way wherein ye go.
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"Then the five men departed, and came to Laish, and saw the people that were therein, how they dwelt careless, after the manner
of the Zidonians, quiet and secure; and there was no magistrate in the land, that might put them to shame in any thing; and they

were far from the Zidonians, and had no business with any man.
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8And they came unto their brethren to Zorah and Eshtaol: and their brethren said unto them, What say ye?
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°And they said, Arise, that we may go up against them: for we have seen the land, and, behold, it is very good: and are ye still? be not

slothful to go, and to enter to possess the land.
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©\When ye go, ye shall come unto a people secure, and to a large land: for God hath given it into your hands; a place where there is

no want of any thing that is in the earth.
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“And there went from thence of the family of the Danites, out of Zorah and out of Eshtaol, six hundred men appointed (equipped)
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2And they went up, and pitched in Kirjathjearim, in Judah: wherefore they called that place Mahanehdan unto this day: behold, it is
behind Kirjathjearim. | 2% A f9 B 51 BB ok > (£ RS MG B L8 - NN H A WIBREHE > HESH -

BAnd they passed thence unto mount Ephraim, and came unto the house of Micah.
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“Then answered the five men that went to spy out the country of Laish, and said unto their brethren, Do ye know that there is in

these houses an ephod, and teraphim, and a graven image, and a molten image? now therefore consider what ye have to do.
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®And they turned thitherward, and came to the house of the young man the Levite, even unto the house of Micah, and saluted him.
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®And the six hundred men appointed with their weapons of war, which were of the children of Dan, stood by the entering of the
gate. LN EHH A& L& » diEM O -

YAnd the five men that went to spy out the land went up, and came in thither, and took the graven image, and the ephod, and the
teraphim, and the molten image: and the priest stood in the entering of the gate with the six hundred men that were appointed with

weapons of war.
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®And these went into Micah's house, and fetched the carved image, the ephod, and the teraphim, and the molten image. Then said
the priest unto them, What do ye?
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“And they said unto him, Hold thy peace, lay thine hand upon thy mouth, and go with us, and be to us a father and a priest: is it

better for thee to be a priest unto the house of one man, or that thou be a priest unto a tribe and a family in Israel?
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®And the priest's heart was glad, and he took the ephod, and the teraphim, and the graven image, and went in the midst of the
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Y they turned and departed, and put the little ones and the cattle and the carriage before them.
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2And when they were a good way from the house of Micah, the men that were in the houses near to Micah's house were gathered

together, and overtook the children of Dan.
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2And they cried unto the children of Dan. And they turned their faces, and said unto Micah, What aileth (to cause pain, uneasiness, or

trouble to) thee, that thou comest with such a company?
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»*And he said, Ye have taken away my gods which | made, and the priest, and ye are gone away: and what have | more? and what is

this that ye say unto me, What aileth thee?
R ER - R MR M HENEEME T L REAMFOE ? BN RS MEBEE ?

»And the children of Dan said unto him, Let not thy voice be heard among us, lest angry fellows run upon thee, and thou lose thy life,
with the lives of thy household.
BEAERMER - RAEERMERTOES > LU AEERNANRRE > DERAMRN 2R ETEda -

%And the children of Dan went their way: and when Micah saw that they were too strong for him, he turned and went back unto his

house.
HAEZEMMAORE - RURMMANZENLEECHEE > EHERRET -

ZAnd they took the things which Micah had made, and the priest which he had, and came unto Laish, unto a people that were at

quiet and secure: and they smote them with the edge of the sword, and burnt the city with fire.
B R R B iy i A Y R R R R AR REEEENR O MA IR TR » XK T B

2And there was no deliverer, because it was far from Zidon, and they had no business with any man; and it was in the valley that
lieth by Bethrehob. And they built a city, and dwelt therein.
R R R B TEE o M B AR KA AR ERERFERMAE o H AN XIEBEE B E

®And they called the name of the city Dan, after the name of Dan their father, who was born unto Israel: howbeit the name of the

city was Laish at the first.
WEAM M aaHEH a2 FHE L - &G5O 2 I E 5 TR S 0 & e -

*®And the children of Dan set up the graven image: and Jonathan, the son of Gershom, the son of Manasseh, he and his sons were

priests to the tribe of Dan until the day of the captivity of the land.
BARASECKIIMZANG -  EENGHT  EENETNEZEE > M FHREELRNEE > B0 EEHNEF -

And they set them up Micah's graven image, which he made, all the time that the house of God was in Shiloh.
MR AETRELSPVPHT HARBCOKRIIRAWMBANGEEESDHTF -
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Wednesday: Judges 21 + 5=

ISRAEL PROVIDES WIVES FOR BENJAMIN
'Now the men of Israel had sworn in Mizpeh, saying, There shall not any of us give his daughter unto Benjamin to wife.
Dl sl NFE RS e « ME A2 A G EREARE -

’And the people came to the house of God, and abode there till even before God, and lifted up their voices, and wept sore;
DL s AR EME R A fE i E AT E B R i SR

3And said, O LORD God of Israel, why is this come to pass in Israel, that there should be to day one tribe lacking in Israel?
o ACAIE — DL yley i o BTl Es R ER T — IR EIE ?

*And it came to pass on the morrow, that the people rose early, and built there an altar, and offered burnt offerings and peace

offerings.
RHBR > B@ER - ENEET —EHE » BRERMELEE-

>And the children of Israel said, Who is there among all the tribes of Israel that came not up with the congregation unto the LORD?

For they had made a great oath concerning him that came not up to the LORD to Mizpeh, saying, He shall surely be put to death.
DL s N ER © DL & LR d » 302 F B & & & 200 F0EE [ Al 2k 0E 2 JeiZ DL gl AR RER - LA Bk 3 B ST HR
A T B 2R Y 0 25 KA OB SR -

®And the children of Israel repented them for Benjamin their brother, and said, There is one tribe cut off from Israel this day.
edl AR feyp D EHrEEElE - 5 aS5Uedh@&7 —EHZIRT -

"How shall we do for wives for them that remain, seeing we have sworn by the LORD that we will not give them of our daughters to

wives?
KRMBEARAMETDALESR  SABFRMOLAEGERBEALRE > HERME CEWE - FMHMFTHWAEER?

®And they said, What one is there of the tribes of Israel that came not up to Mizpeh to the LORD? And, behold, there came none to

the camp from Jabeshgilead to the assembly.
SO L R AR 0 DL I SR a2 A b oK i B2 E HB R EE T A 2R UE 0 M MR A R ARSI ML R A — N B & RO

°For the people were numbered, and, behold, there were none of the inhabitants of Jabeshgilead there.
RFE SRR E - 27 — BRI R AERE -

°And the congregation sent thither twelve thousand men of the valiantest, and commanded them, saying, Go and smite the

inhabitants of Jabeshgilead with the edge of the sword, with the women and the children.
R ITH — 8 =T KRB B R IR R R )RR R EE A B R T D B

YAnd this is the thing that ye shall do, Ye shall utterly destroy every male, and every woman that hath lain by man.
FrEaTHeEs  EK—VUBFRNCENLFETER -

2And they found among the inhabitants of Jabeshgilead four hundred young virgins, that had known no man by lying with any male:

and they brought them unto the camp to Shiloh, which is in the land of Canaan.
i AE ZR FTREEE A oo LT DU E R Y R A0 0 BE A B AR M Ay OR & 8 -

BAnd the whole congregation sent some to speak to the children of Benjamin that were in the rock Rimmon, and to call peaceably

unto them.
Eol DAt NE: 1A S R ORC i < BN [ I = A I i 3= D

“And Benjamin came again at that time; and they gave them wives which they had saved alive of the women of Jabeshgilead: and

yet so they sufficed them not.
EREREMAERKT - DLEV ARERESEI BRI L FAEMMAEE  B2FH -

BAnd the people repented them for Benjamin, because that the LORD had made a breach in the tribes of Israel.
HERERBEARE  HABIMEMLLLESAGRT —MEZK (EX2HENEHTHHE T HO)

®Then the elders of the congregation said, How shall we do for wives for them that remain, seeing the women are destroyed out of
Benjamin?



G RER  EREMEPOLTRARKT > RMEEHEWE - EHRerRNHFEIE ?

YAnd they said, There must be an inheritance for them that be escaped of Benjamin, that a tribe be not destroyed out of Israel.
N EREARNAERME BBV P EKT —E IR -

BHowbeit we may not give them wives of our daughters: for the children of Israel have sworn, saying, Cursed be he that giveth a wife

to Benjamin.
HERMARKECHLHEGHMEE S RHAENGI A EENR  ARLHGHEREM AN BEN > L2HH -

YThen they said, Behold, there is a feast of the LORD in Shiloh yearly in a place which is on the north side of Bethel, on the east side

of the highway that goeth up from Bethel to Shechem, and on the south of Lebonah.
fir 1 S8 AR R =L > AR AL ER G KR LR BV R G 0 AR AP R EEAY 67 3

PTherefore they commanded the children of Benjamin, saying, Go and lie in wait in the vineyards;
HEmy O E R ONGR IR L EE A E P EAR -

Hand see, and, behold, if the daughters of Shiloh come out to dance in dances, then come ye out of the vineyards, and catch you

every man his wife of the daughters of Shiloh, and go to the land of Benjamin.
HERTRENLFH RS MR FHELKR  ErENL TR EE—@BFE  BIEREMEE -

2and it shall be, when their fathers or their brethren come unto us to complain, that we will say unto them, Be favourable unto them
for our sakes: because we reserved not to each man his wife in the war: for ye did not give unto them at this time, that ye should be
guilty.

AT B9 SR BE o S AR B AT F N FRMTEER O RMMMERMOBE - RS ESL AN FHERME P %R A S M1
MTZFREZ - BEAZERMEFZEMME  EZ2HRMAG0H > REHE -

2And the children of Benjamin did so, and took them wives, according to their number, of them that danced, whom they caught:

and they went and returned unto their inheritance, and repaired the cities, and dwelt in them.
PREREEAREmMT  HEMMVBBEREENZFREELE > REBCHEEL  NEEREREE -

»*And the children of Israel departed thence at that time, every man to his tribe and to his family, and they went out from thence

every man to his inheritance.
ERFEL GBI AR > SEAXZIR  AFE - KtEET -

®|n those days there was no king in Israel: every man did that which was right in his own eyes.
MEE > Uy FheHEE  SAEERT -
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Thursday: Ruth 1 x=:

ELIMELECH MOVES His FAMILY TO MOAB
'Now it came to pass in the days when the judges ruled, that there was a famine in the land. And a certain man of Bethlehemjudah

went to sojourn in the country of Moab, he, and his wife, and his two sons.
HLEIFEENEE BEPEE#HY TCHERK - -BME AF-EAFEEFAIMELFEERELEFE -

2And the name of the man was Elimelech, and the name of his wife Naomi, and the name of his two sons Mahlon and Chilion,
Ephrathites of Bethlehemjudah. And they came into the country of Moab, and continued there.

BEANAWDFORE - MFELWEHRR > MBEE T —E2US A — (820 E - &2 KN EFIEN DA A - i
e TR AEEE -

*And Elimelech Naomi's husband died; and she was left, and her two sons.
BARZEMB ORISR UFOREIZE T - BN AR/ #E 5L F -

*And they took them wives of the women of Moab; the name of the one was Orpah (Chilion’s wife), and the name of the other Ruth

(Mahlon’s wife): and they dwelled there about ten years.
EMEATFRETESRZTRE  —@AWHEHEE > —@#2URSE > EBEFETHYIEFE -

>And Mahlon and Chilion died also both of them; and the woman was left of her two sons and her husband.

Naomi and Ruth Return
g — AIET » FEEMHK LA LER  WEHFEHRTF -

®Then she arose with her daughters in law, that she might return from the country of Moab: for she had heard in the country of
Moab how that the LORD had visited his people in giving them bread.
i Bt B E L Am AL S o AR MR R RO AEERME RN ESEBHEE CNEE > BE e B -

"Wherefore she went forth out of the place where she was, and her two daughters in law with her; and they went on the way to

return unto the land of Judah.
A R At A0 R (I 5O RS AT MR BE AT (R AV M T 0 BE[E RS R Mh % o

#And Naomi said unto her two daughters in law, Go, return each to her mother's house: the LORD deal kindly with you, as ye have
dealt with the dead, and with me.
ZHORE W RS AEB R LR - BRI MERLMM > GRMEFSEl AEE—F |

The LORD grant you that ye may find rest, each of you in the house of her husband. Then she kissed them; and they lifted up their

voice, and wept.
FEMS FOEEFE AR M S HE R F R EEZ | N H|ok B A M B o 7 gk e if 58 -

°And they said unto her, Surely we will return with thee unto thy people.
oA F AT B R — [E B R A R E -

“And Naomi said, Turn again, my daughters: why will ye go with me? are there yet any more sons in my womb, that they may be

your husbands?
ZHOREE R MIUE o Bl EEE | R EREKEE ? REEE FIEMRMOLTE?

2Turn again, my daughters, go your way; for | am too old to have an husband. If | should say, | have hope, if | should have an

husband also to night, and should also bear sons;
WM BEE! RFLEE AEBAXLER X WEFHEE  SHAXLRTUEF

Bwould ye tarry for them till they were grown? would ye stay for them from having husbands? nay, my daughters; for it grieveth me

much for your sakes that the hand of the LORD is gone out against me.
HMEREZFMMERE?MMSEEFZMMAEN AR ? L WM > FESHE - RAEMKMAGHEZRE - B A
AR F B E R -

“And they lifted up their voice, and wept again: and Orpah kissed her mother in law; but Ruth clave unto her.
WA 5E dm ST R S8 0 RS B EAR I ] 0 H 2R AR NS EMOk .

11



BAnd she said, Behold, thy sister in law is gone back unto her people, and unto her gods: return thou after thy sister in law.
ZHOREE B R T O O AR R AT AR A T o R R IR T [B] 5 RE )

®And Ruth said, Intreat (To make an earnest request of) me not to leave thee, or to return from following after thee: for whither thou goest,
I will go; and where thou lodgest, | will lodge: thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God:

BRI ¢ AR E L ARBER - AL AR E S IREWMEMEE > REAEREERS S MBS RVE - IR
S il b = A D Ui

Y\Where thou diest, will | die, and there will | be buried: the LORD do so to me, and more also, if ought but death part thee and me.
RAEMPAIE > RWAEHIE > WA - BRIFSERE IR TR | N2 > FEH % = =i [ S g -

®When she saw that she was stedfastly minded to go with her, then she left speaking unto her.
ZHORERBEGEREEBEBEECE  RAHEM T -

Y50 they two went until they came to Bethlehem. And it came to pass, when they were come to Bethlehem, that all the city was

moved about them, and they said, /s this Naomi?
BRZANET > REMAME - M THEME > a0 AR ES - MR EEEMkE?

»And she said unto them, Call me not Naomi, call me Mara: for the Almighty hath dealt very bitterly with me.
ZHOREAM MR  FAEU R EMRL (RREZHOER) > ZEURBH (REENER) HESEZTERZ T RE -

2 went out full and the LORD hath brought me home again empty: why then call ye me Naomi, seeing the LORD hath testified
against me, and the Almighty (Shaddai) hath afflicted me?
Fomom A L HCFIEE R MK - AFIEERE BT » REFERZE - BE2ERE - RMABMAEUKRZMHKIE ?

255 Naomi returned, and Ruth the Moabitess, her daughter in law, with her, which returned out of the country of Moab: and they

came to Bethlehem in the beginning of barley harvest.
EWORFIM S B L TR WEMME R AT > EE2®FE RO E -
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Friday: Ruth 2 i 2

'And Naomi had a kinsman of her husband's, a mighty man of wealth, of the family of Elimelech; and his name was Boaz.
EHCR L RMUFCRE B ES > A — @ A2 W RS > 2@ KM -

?And Ruth the Moabitess said unto Naomi, Let me now go to the field, and glean ears of corn after him in whose sight I shall find

grace. And she said unto her, Go, my daughter.
FEMZ FREAHZEMRAE  FREHBE > REHNE > REFENERIEIERE - MR - L5W > REEE -

*And she went, and came, and gleaned in the field after the reapers: and her hap (one’s luck or lot; an occurrence, happening) was to light on

a part of the field belonging unto Boaz, who was of the kindred of Elimelech.
BERET > KEHM  FUREE AT &G EEE - MG 2 7 DUF R 8 A8 69 A8 B B A8 88 A o

4And, behold, Boaz came from Bethlehem, and said unto the reapers, The LORD be with you. And they answered him, The LORD

bless thee.
Rz Fo] H TE A3 R 2R > S UEI AT AR ¢ FRED A gE B R T B AR DM B A ER ¢ B EB R EE N e B R

*Then said Boaz unto his servant that was set over the reapers, Whose damsel (a young woman or girl) is this?
BT EE B A EANR  MEREENL T ?

®And the servant that was set over the reapers answered and said, /t is the Moabitish damsel that came back with Naomi out of the

country of Moab:
BB WAy BE N BB ER 0 20 EE AT 22+ - B BE = R OK 1R JEE Bl 2R AY e

’And she said, | pray you, let me glean and gather after the reapers among the sheaves: so she came, and hath continued even from

the morning until now, that she tarried a little in the house.
e - FEIRAREZWE W ABIITHFTITNEE R EREINS  RTEETHL—FH > HEEHE -

¥Then said Boaz unto Ruth, Hearest thou not, my daughter? Go not to glean in another field, neither go from hence, but abide here
fast (steadily) by my maidens:
P SRR 0 R BEIRE > A EAN AHEEREE AR EEMRMELME—E -

%Let thine eyes be on the field that they do reap, and go thou after them: have | not charged the young men that they shall not touch

thee? and when thou art athirst, go unto the vessels, and drink of that which the young men have drawn.
TRy ATE RS HUCE - (RELIREM T E - RO KW AR o AR 5 (RE8 T - B0 DLUE &8 M0 #4208 85 A T 2K #y K -

Then she fell on her face, and bowed herself to the ground, and said unto him, Why have | found grace in thine eyes, that thou

shouldest take knowledge of me, seeing | am a stranger?
PSS B ARAE HE OO > B aR 0 RBEESNE A EEE IR R - B R M e ?

“And Boaz answered and said unto her, /t hath fully been shewed me, all that thou hast done unto thy mother in law since the death
of thine husband: and how thou hast left thy father and thy mother, and the land of thy nativity, and art come unto a people which

thou knewest not heretofore.
BB AR BEIRSLRIE®R AR EERITH » WIREER XA » S EZAABRHIRS - BLEFALTEHRRLT -

The LORD recompense thy work, and a full reward be given thee of the LORD God of Israel, under whose wings thou art come to

trust.
R A1 22 B AR PR T IV B G IR » IR R FSEM A ZE-DL & 5] v @E T > B stnEy -

BThen she said, Let me find favour in thy sight, my lord; for that thou hast comforted me, and for that thou hast spoken friendly unto
thine handmaid, though | be not like unto one of thine handmaidens.
PEAFER - REMW - FAMREBEAER - REARRMEO—@EEZ  REHEZENSEZHEOL -

“And Boaz said unto her, At mealtime come thou hither, and eat of the bread, and dip thy morsel (a bite or small portion of food) in the

vinegar. And she sat beside the reapers: and he reached her parched corn, and she did eat, and was sufficed (be enough), and left.
B TIZE AT > TSR C REEMERIZE o KRR - BRERMAERBEIW AT EAL T MMES T T IES M -
iz ee T > BHERFA
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BAnd when she was risen up to glean, Boaz commanded his young men, saying, Let her glean even among the sheaves, and

reproach her not:
il FRE R SCHE U 2R B o R Bep Ty OB AR Mk R AEHR R A EUAETE > e LA R A EEAM

®And let fall also some of the handfuls of purpose for her, and leave them, that she may glean them, and rebuke her not.
B R i an = N o A N & R (1 = R NI AL 7 (A

Y50 she gleaned in the field until even, and beat out that she had gleaned: and it was about an ephah (about 23 quarts) of barley.
B MEBTHMBEBERERE  HFMWRE > KRENWNTT  9F —FERFE -

¥And she took it up, and went into the city: and her mother in law saw what she had gleaned: and she brought forth, and gave to

her that she had reserved after she was sufficed.
Mgt P I I R B EE - Bz TR R4S T EE -

®And her mother in law said unto her, Where hast thou gleaned to day? and where wroughtest thou? blessed be he that did take
knowledge of thee. And she shewed her mother in law with whom she had wrought, and said, The man's name with whom | wrought
to day is Boaz.

EEMAME © RS HAAEWRERE I > EU M TUE ? FATBEMMREE - BSERSHEER © S HAE— {8 2 00 7 Ay A
i M G

®And Naomi said unto her da ughter in law, Blessed be he of the LORD, who hath not left off his kindness to the living and to the dead.

And Naomi said unto her, The man is near of kin unto us, one of our next kinsmen.
ZHKE RS BEBAZMAMELGE  NAEMAE M EREASLEAN - EHE KNSR - RRERMABEOAN > 2—HELTNVEB -

2And Ruth the Moabitess said, He said unto me also, Thou shalt keep fast by my young men, until they have ended all my harvest.
FEM LTRSS MR MERERAEE NG EE  EEMMUE T R R -

2And Naomi said unto Ruth her daughter in law, It is good, my daughter, that thou go out with his maidens, that they meet thee not

in any other field.
ZHAHHEREHR ¢ LW RERFMAELLHE > FUANBRREN ANHME - B4 &I -

350 she kept fast by the maidens of Boaz to glean unto the end of barley harvest and of wheat harvest; and dwelt with her mother

inlaw.
NERGEGFITNELESE BB EE > HFEWE T RKEMNE - BETEEEEE -
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Saturday: Ruth 3 g =

Then Naomi her mother in law said unto her, My daughter, shall | not seek rest for thee, that it may be well with thee?
PR EEZMREME - 7AW RAERMREZE ZE > FRERE?

2And now is not Boaz of our kindred, with whose maidens thou wast? Behold, he winnoweth barley to night in the threshingfloor.
R L By ST Y (58 22 E AE — R 0 BT R 2 IR AY R R 2 M S R AR S bR

*wash thyself therefore, and anoint thee, and put thy raiment upon thee, and get thee down to the floor: but make not thyself

known unto the man, until he shall have done eating and drinking.
RERBIKRE B EKE > TESHE > AIFZEEBARHIREK - REMIZIGTE T -

*And it shall be, when he lieth down, that thou shalt mark the place where he shall lie, and thou shalt go in, and uncover his feet, and

lay thee down; and he will tell thee what thou shalt do.
] B 0 B (25 0 IR 5 G I AY 3tk 7 o kA 2 IRGE MR B A9 R o BEENAE DR o M S ERIRATE Ay E -

*And she said unto her, All that thou sayest unto me | will do.
PR FLIRFT I g 8y > Fean AT -

®And she went down unto the floor, and did according to all that her mother in law bade her.
Bt T 2 Lo IR 2E 25 Py By 0 i 69 if T -

’And when Boaz had eaten and drunk, and his heart was merry, he went to lie down at the end of the heap of corn: and she came

softly, and uncovered his feet, and laid her down.
B FTETIZIG 52 7 - DA ENG > SEMEE ST E - RS EN B RN Las: - WMELCERB/ -

8And it came to pass at midnight, that the man was afraid, and turned himself: and, behold, a woman lay at his feet.
B THERY  WARRER > BBEBFK  AREZLTMEMAOET -

°And he said, Who art thou? And she answered, | am Ruth thine handmaid: spread therefore thy skirt over thine handmaid; for thou

art a near kinsman.
ks - R ERE 2 MER  REMOBE LS - KMAMOKBEEZER > RAETRER-—BEEENEE -

®And he said, Blessed be thou of the LORD, my daughter: for thou hast shewed more kindness in the latter end than at the beginning,

inasmuch as thou followedst not young men, whether poor or rich.
B 205 ARSI E R TE c MR EBRIWBLL AR E R ERADVFAEBE S > M LHFRKE -

“And now, my daughter, fear not; | will do to thee all that thou requirest: for all the city of my people doth know that thou art a

virtuous woman.
G BAERNZEENY > LIRS > OB ET D RAWMO AN EREEEENLT -

2And now it is true that | am thy near kinsman: howbeit there is a kinsman nearer than |I.
RECZR—E2008EE  R28EA - EAtbRER

13'Tc/rry this night, and it shall be in the morning, that if he will perform unto thee the part of a kinsman, well; let him do the kinsman's
part: but if he will not do the part of a kinsman to thee, then will | do the part of a kinsman to thee, as the LORD liveth: lie down until

the morning.
RERESHEERE  HARMEFShREHBOAS > SEME | MEAT > REZAKENITMELE > RLHBMRIFT LS K
/\E‘.ETJ]@J%JL‘ °

“And she lay at his feet until the morning: and she rose up before one could know another. And he said, Let it not be known that a

woman came into the floor.
BEASCEAE A B NS E R P se 0 ARUL AN AE R R VI (b e 2R T » B ER C A A AR E R LT H 5 LK

BAlso he said, Bring the vail (veil) that thou hast upon thee, and hold it. And when she held it, he measured six measures of barley,

and laid it on her: and she went into the city.
NEBEER TR AR - TR T - EMAETSE T ABERE > BEMILEES L EEERET -



®And when she came to her mother in law, she said, Who art thou, my daughter? And she told her all that the man had done to her.
BRSO BB BEIP R - B ZHW o BT ? RSN A EMATTRY R T — &

YAnd she said, These six measures of barley gave he me; for he said to me, Go not empty unto thy mother in law.
NER AN GE T ERAFEERE > HRM - RAAZEFEERIRAYEE -

®Then said she, Sit still, my daughter, until thou know how the matter will fall: for the man will not be in rest, until he have finished
the thing this day.
BEG LR RRELLER EEFEENR  BRBASHAWEERELAKE -
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Sunday: Ruth 4 & =:

Then went Boaz up to the gate, and sat him down there: and, behold, the kinsman of whom Boaz spake came by; unto whom he

said, Ho, such a one! turn aside, sit down here. And he turned aside, and sat down.
BB ) T o AR o PRI R T AT ER AU BT A B A - PR - FEANUE o RAKATEEM o s -

?And he took ten men of the elders of the city, and said, Sit ye down here. And they sat down.
B P AP REPRET A > B - FRMBEEE - MM T -

*And he said unto the kinsman, Naomi, that is come again out of the country of Moab, selleth a parcel of land, which was our

brother Elimelech's:
R Be] B S 90 2 AT AR RS AR ¢ 1R R b (e 2R AT = R OR o BUTE S FR AP S DA R B a9 A0 R i -

‘And | thought to advertise (to call attention to) thee, saying, Buy it before the inhabitants, and before the elders of my people. If thou
wilt redeem it, redeem it: but if thou wilt not redeem it, then tell me, that | may know: for there is none to redeem it beside thee; and
I am after thee. And he said, | will redeem it.

REEBETHEMOZEMR HREBR > DAHELANAT - MU MEEHEO AN RABNEZHRATAE  REFELE &
AEEREFE - MBALDER - REFE -

>Then said Boaz, What day thou buyest the field of the hand of Naomi, thou must buy it also of Ruth the Moabitess, the wife of the

dead, to raise up the name of the dead upon his inheritance.
WIETE R EH kT EEHOIEE  ER (FEXEE J108H) EANEENLTRE  BXEAEEE LETAMNS -

6 . . . . . .
And the kinsman said, / cannot redeem it for myself, lest | mar (to damage or spoil to a certain extent) mine own inheritance: redeem thou

my right to thyself; for | cannot redeem it.
AR - BRI AR T BN RO EESE - R DUBRTE BN > BT -

Now this was the manner in former time in Israel concerning redeeming and concerning changing, for to confirm all things; a man

plucked off his shoe, and gave it to his neighbour: and this was a testimony in Israel.
Rt ELES P EEREEES > EE > XS BEARBESTA - DLEy AF LU hEEE -

¥Therefore the kinsman said unto Boaz, Buy it for thee. So he drew off his shoe.
AN R ErER - IRECHEE ! RERER TRKT -

And Boaz said unto the elders, and unto all the people, Ye are witnesses this day, that | have bought all that was Elimelech's, and all
that was Chilion's and Mahlon's, of the hand of Naomi.
M HEEZMRRSR - MMSHERSE > LBUFDRKEME® - B RERRERLRFHIEHT

“\Moreover Ruth the Moabitess, the wife of Mahlon, have | purchased to be my wife, to raise up the name of the dead upon his
inheritance, that the name of the dead be not cut off from among his brethren, and from the gate of his place: ye are witnesses this
day.

XBTHMOZEMNZTFRERE  FHEIEANEE LFEMNSG  REMNVELERBEELMBE L - (RMSHATLUERSE -

“And all the people that were in the gate, and the elders, said, We are witnesses. The LORD make the woman that is come into
thine house like Rachel and like Leah, which two did build the house of Israel: and do thou worthily in Ephratah, and be famous in
Bethlehem:

EWFLZENRRMEEMR - RMFERSE - FHIMEFRERRNELT > GEITILEIIRHE - Flas = A —8 - XEHIRE
PLUEAM S =8 IR 15 28 -

2And let thy house be like the house of Pharez, whom Tamar bare unto Judah, of the seed which the LORD shall give thee of this

young woman.
PR R =R B VL FHIR&E®E » FERORG MM KT EES IR — /K& -

356 Boaz took Ruth, and she was his wife: and when he went in unto her, the LORD gave her conception, and she bare a son.
PR BRI BR TG RIE > BMERE - NMEfFMmEEET —#EETF -

“And the women said unto Naomi, Blessed be the LORD, which hath not left thee this day without a kinsman, that his name may be

famous in Israel.
I AT MoK - A EZSEEMEN | HASHREAMIK  SREEFNEE  BHER FELEaShEaE -
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Ruth 4:15

And he shall be unto thee a restorer of thy life, and a nourisher of
thine old age: for thy daughter in law, which loveth thee, which is
better to thee than seven sons, hath born him.
R ACAR AT RE 1 0 BBAARAVE - R Ry 2 B FE IRl 5 A &
- FiERELA T B

«—

1 Samuel 1:8
Then said Elkanah her husband to her, Hannah, why weepest
thou? and why eatest thou not? and why is thy heart grieved?
am not | better to thee than ten sons?

i St DLF) D = B3R 1R E W {R B
B LHERMEE? ARALLTENETFE
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®And Naomi took the child, and laid it in her bosom, and became
EHRRIEZTFHRHEE D > MV ES -

YAnd the women her neighbours gave it a name, saying, There is

father of Jesse, the father of David.
MEWm N - ZEREAEETT | MG FEZUEKHEHES -

®Now these are the generations of Pharez: Pharez begat Hezron,
AT AREAE TE A AR

¥And Hezron begat Ram, and Ram begat Amminadab,
TR AT HMAETOREE

And Amminadab begat Nahshon, and Nahshon begat Salmon,
mokEEAEIE EIEAEBM

#And Salmon begat Boaz, and Boaz begat Obed,
P AR 8 B By 5 R BT i AR MR A S

2And Obed begat Jesse, and Jesse begat David.
WS AR BB AERE -

ERMEGREBENK

nurse unto it.

a son born to Naomi; and they called his name Obed: he is the

HE 75 /=& R HY AL -

Ruth 4:18-22 Matthew 1:3-6
1.  Pharez % §f # (his mother is Tamar i #5) 1. Phares ;£ & #7
2. Hezron 7 Hi & 2. Esrom # Hr &
3. Ram & 3. Aram &5 @
4. Amminadab 57 >k & 4. Aminadab 57 >k £
5. Nahshon £ g 5. Naasson £ g
6. Salmon & P9+ Rahab | & 6. Salmon §# 9
7. Boaz 7 [ #7 + Ruth % 75 7. Booz }7 [ Hy
8. Obed {# f# = 8. Obed {f #§ =
9. Jesse Ol 7 9. Jesse §f 75
10. David Xk 10. David Xk

®Now these are the generations of Pharez: Pharez begat Hezron,
EENHTAY R A NE AT AR T

And Hezron begat Ram, and Ram begat Amminadab,
AETHEAEM  WMAETREE

And Amminadab begat Nahshon, and Nahshon begat Salmon,
mokEEAEIE EIEAEBM

#And Salmon begat Boaz, and Boaz begat Obed,
$HPT AR 8 [l Sy 5 R el i A= R B S

ZAnd Obed begat Jesse, and Jesse begat David.
WHEHS AR BBrE AR -

And Judas begat Phares and Zara of !hama[l; and Phares begat
Esrom; and Esrom begat Aram;

WMARREM ISR AEEIT AL AT ERTE 0 &
w4

*And Aram begat Aminadab; and Aminadab begat Naasson; and

Naasson begat Salmon;
oA TE R A R EEAEAZIH G ZEIEERM

®And Salmon begat Booz of ; and Booz begat Obed of

; and Obed begat Jesse;

MWW AR AERME > KM RESRERES
HE LA

®And Jesse begat David the king; and David the king begat

Solomon of her that had |been the wife of Urias|;
MEEREE  KRERESFGENEFEMEM
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